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EAMESES. 


BOOK  I. 


ARGUMENT. 


RaraeseSj  enclosed  in  a  sepulchral  tomb  and  abandoned, 
must  have  perished  but  for  the  timely  aid  of  Athor 
and  Betis. — The  funereal  decorations  of  the  cave  and 
its  eternal  lamp  described. — The  agony  of  Rameses  on 
hearing  of  the  lost  battle  and  his  father's  death.— Junc- 
tion with  Myris  at  Bubasfis,  and  danger  from  the  su- 
periority and  attacks  of  Salatis. — Betis,  despatched  to 
Thebes  for  succours,  finds  its  palaces  deserted,  and  that 
Amenophis  with  the  sacred  animals,  the  priests,  and  his 
army,  had  retired  into  Ethiopia. — A  council  of  the  Palli, 
wherein  the  prosperity  of  Egypt,  its  natural  advantages, 
its  unwarlike  and  gloomy  character  and  animal  worship, 
are  discussed. 

We  now  turn  to  the  cave  of  death,  from  those 
blood}'^  fields  of  war  and  horrid  strife,  where  man 
in  his  rage  defaces  the  form  divine,  and  labours  to 
inflict  the  penalties  of  pain,  of  suffering,  and  de- 
struction on  his  brother  man.  From  such  scenes, 
and  fields  polluted  by  blood,  the  gods  withdraw 
their  heavenly  eyes,  and  rest  them,  as  on  an  object 
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deserving  of  their  favour,  on  the  humble  virtuous 
peasant's  cot,  free  from  guilty  passions  and  guilty 
ambition :  here,  pure  from  guile,  he  ploughs  the  earth, 
and  from  her  genial  bosom  draws  his  invigorating 
food;  the  bubbhng  spring  furnishes  his  innoxious 
drink,  and  night  and  morn,  adoring  Nature  and  her 
all-productive  energies,  he  offers  his  orisons ;  thus 
recalling,  in  his  pastoral  simplicity,  the  lineaments 
most  cherished  of  the  primeval  age  of  gold !  But 
neither  virtuous  peasants,  nor  nations  as  free  from 
strife  as  the  mild  Ethiopians,  present  a  picture  so 
grateful  as  does  that  man,  (although  the  transient 
creature  of  a  day),  who  nobly  suffers  in  adversity's 
dark  hour  with  an  unconquered  mind ;  who,  en- 
thralled in  sorrows  he  cannot  surmount,  endures 
them  as  if  foreign  to  himself.  His  unshaken  spirit, 
looking  on  the  rushing  stream  of  evils  that  passes 
onward  and  threatens  to  overwhelm  him,  believes 
the  mind  is  free  still  to  enjoy  a  world  whose  mag- 
nificence cannot  be  bereft  from  him. 

Abandoned  and  entombed,  the  wretched  Rameses 
had  long  and  solitary  leisure  to  revolve  his  vanished 
hopes  and  probe  his  wounded  heart,  wounded  even 
by  a  brother  in  the  moment  of  its  warmest  cares 
and  strongest  efforts  for  that  brother's  glory.  The 
cave  at  length  perforce  attracted  his  attention,  with 
[is  scene  of  death,  its  mystic  symbols  of  the  future ; 
and,  despite  of  the  fierce  assaults  of  excited  passions 
and  the  torture  of  defeated  purpose,  he  repassed  in 
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his  memory  all  the  woes  and  sorrows  which  had 
crowded  in  a  few  hours'  space  the  mental  suffering 
of  an  age.  Exhausted  by  the  last  few  hours'  agony, 
he  gently  sunk  to  rest :  and  as  his  anguish  had  arisen 
from  ihe  deeds  of  men,  not  from  self-remorse,  his 
virtuous  mind  regained  its  plastic  power  of  trust 
and  confidence  in  the  supreme  Osiris,  to  cherish  and 
adore  the  kindred  but  sublime  essence  of  the  Deity ! 
and  thus  was  Rameses  in  every  hour  of  woe,  al- 
though lying  among  the  dead,  himself  as  it  appeared 
about  to  be  a  similar  tenant  of  their  domicile. 

He  awoke  serene  and  composed  :  recalling  all  his 
scattered  thoughts,  which  longed  to  dwell  on  Nito- 
cris, — on  her  dear  and  constant  image,  on  his  father's 
glorious  hopes,  and  Mizraim's  safety,  while  he  felt  an 
effort  necessary  to  prepare  himself  for  the  approach 
of  fate ;  and  in  the  scene  around,  he  found  a  source 
provided.  There  were  three  chambers,  one  of 
which,  from  the  cool  air  constantly  streaming  in- 
ward, he  thought  must  connnunicate  with  an  out- 
ward corridor,  but  where  was  not  discernible ;  whe- 
ther the  apertures  were  concealed  in  the  darkened 
hieroglyphics,  or  by  some  secret  channel '.  The  utmost 
art  framed  the  walls,  whereon  shone  beautiful  designs 
of  groupes  of  men,  of  deer,  and  birds.  Some  seemed 
engaged  in  preparing  pieces  of  furniture,  or  hewing 
blocks  of  wood,  and  ])ressingout  fruits  into  skins,  either 
wine  or  oil.  On  the  other  side  were  boats  admirably 
depicted,  and  spiritedly  painting  their  owners.    A 
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quarrel  of  the  boatmen  called  forth  his  feeling? : 
Rameses  smiled  to  think  how  unimportant  a 
pageant  are  the  actions  of  the  great,  when  death 
has  placed  them  in  his  narrow  house, — when,  passed 
away  into  the  mighty  mass  of  finite  matter,  they 
became  unknown  even  as  these  boatmen's  struggles, 
now  only  sketched  for  dead  and  vacant  *  carcasses : 
and  as  he  sighed,  the  thought  wore  off  the  edge  of 
his  own  bitterness,  forestalling  by  his  just  applica- 
tion of  its  truth  unto  himself,  the  inevitable  effect 
of  time. — Scenes  of  agriculture  followed,  displaying 
all  its  genial  labours, — hoeing  the  ground,  bringing 
in  their  corn  on  asses,  stowing  it  in  the  magazines, 
and  similar  occupations.  '  Thus  the  earth "','  thought 
he,  '  finds  food  for  all,  and  at  length  receives  back 
again  the  forms  she  has  nourished  into  her  lap. 
Thus  am  I  now  restored  unto  her  opening  arms, 
and  am  mingled  with  dust.' — On  another  side  a 
band  of  musicians  playing  on  the  harp,  flute,  and 
clarionet,  were  lively  and  entertaining,  calling  forth 
the  exertions  of  a  group  of  dancing  women  marked 
with  yellow  features,  near  whom  stood  vases  of  most 
vivid  colours.  '  And  such  is  joy,'  he  thought, 
'  quick  passing  as  atoms  in  the  sunshine,  until  they 
settle  in  the  everlasting  chambers  of  the  tomb.' 

Some  water  and  a  handful  of  dates  supplied  to 
Rameses  a  repast  of  thankfulness,  whence  deriving 
the  solace  a  pure  and  upright  heart  coul(^,tastc,  he 
again  sunk  into  repose.     When  awakened,  he  for 


IIAMESES. 


a  few  moments  felt  afresh  the  piercing  shafts  of 
sorrow  ;  but  aware  how  much  the  mind  depends  on 
instant  efforts,  he  resumed  his  close  examination  of 
the  walls.  The  apartment  gloomily  lighted  by  the 
lamp  was  clearly  dedicated  to  Typhon.  His  fierce 
and  savage  types  were  sculptured  round  upon  the 
cornices  and  embossed  with  frowning  forms.  The 
apartment  represented  fully  the  dreadful  character 
of  the  destroyer,  and  doubtless  spoke  the  awful 
fears  of  the  poor  tenant  of  its  walls,  long  since  the 
victim  of  his  hands,  and  thus  displayed  its  mournful 
and  interesting  symbols.  A  sarcophagus  was  seen, 
on  three  sloping  stages  descending  to  a  portal, 
black  and  closed  * ;  but  from  the  door  arose  three 
hissing  serpents,  while  the  Typhonic  dragon  also 
guarded  the  passage,  within  which  were  seen 
fourteen  heads  in  double  row  !  As  Rameses  with 
emotion  eyed  these  figures,  his  mind  recalled  the 
awful  scene  of  mysteries  in  the  cave,  and  also  the 
undaunted  and  heroic  firmness  with  which  he  dared 
and  overcame  their  horror;  and  well  it  was  this 
thought  came  to  his  rescue  from  the  fell  suggestions 
of  despair,  when  the  slow  death  awaiting  him,  and 
the  tremendous  character  of  all  around,  mocked 
every  suffering  and  sharpened  every  pang.  The 
hues  of  brilliancy  which  the  walls  displayed  were 
in  strange  contrast  widi  the  fixed  and  sombre 
aspects  of  the  dead  they  enclosed ;  and  the  yellow 
light  which  streamed  from  the   everlasting  lamp 
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brought  every  horror  to  full  view,  and  strongly  dis- 
played the  triumph  of  dread  Typhon's  power, 
against  which  the  aching  senses  would  gladly  have 
closed  their  tortured  organs,  but  it  was  not  to  be. 

The  solace  of  oblivion's  forgetfulness  was  denied 
to  Rameses,  for  the  pang  of  grief  was  edged  by  the 
reflection  that  it  was  a  brother's  wound,  and  that 
life  was  to  expire,  not  in  bright  glory  or  the  calls 
of  honour,  when  the  sublimed  feeling  makes  it  wel- 
come, nor  amid  the  tender  sympathy  of  friends 
whose  gentle  grief  smooths  even  death's  approach. 
No  !  here  gaunt  famine  was  to  come  with  creeping 
pace  and  lingering  tortures  to  her  prey ;  while  in 
tantalizing  miserable  contrast,  the  mimic  walls  dis- 
played  cates  and  viands^,  fruits  and  wines  of  the 
full  plenteous  board ;  while  the  mind  sunk  under 
bodily  pains,  and  grew  enfeebled  by  their  all-con- 
quering power,  for  here  she  could  only  gaze  on  forms 
terrific,  trials  tremendous,  on  evil  supreme,  and 
Typhon  ruling  over  the  drear  grave!  Such  was 
the  abode  and  such  the  scene  around,  destined,  as 
Rameses  supposed,  by  a  brother's  vengeful  rage, 
wherein  to  place  a  brother  to  die  thus  lingeringly. 

Althousrh  these  thoughts  would  sometimes  as  an 
overwhelming  torrentrush  uponhissoul;  yetRameses 
supported  by  his  trust,  his  sense  of  right,  restrained 
their  full  career,  and  turned  his  highly  wrought  and 
powerful  faculties  to  mental  action  :  while  strength 
and  sight  and  power  remained,  he  filled  them  with 
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the  mystic  scenes  developed  around,  as  eagerly  as 
if  he  gazed  upon  the  starry  vault  of  heaven,  or 
looked  upon  the  cheering  face  of  nature;  and  when 
these  walls  became  too  distant  for  his  aching;  sight, 
reclining  beside  a  mummy  form  on  a  sloping  mar- 
ble bench,  he  read  the  mystic  signs  upon  the 
coverture,  that  claimed  kindred  affinity  with  its 
fellow  man  !  As  yet  he  looked  upon  dread 
Typhon's  triumph  depicted  on  the  walls,  where 
before  two  portals  of  the  grave  appeared  a  range 
of  thirty-three  termes,  black  and  fearful  sym- 
bols of  death,  he  exclaimed,  '  Even  here,  where, 
ghastly  detailed,  your  power  more  daunts  (thus  seen 
in  solitude  and  silence,  enthroned  in  the  tomb  with 
the  dead  around)  than  in  the  fiery  cave, — even  here 
I  sink  not  at  your  presence,  but  my  soul  remembers 
that  rivers  of  bliss  and  gales  of  paradise  were  given 
to  my  confiding  heart  in  the  mysterious  trial.' — 
As  if  to  strengthen  Ilameses  in  this  most  dreadful 
hour,  and  to  mai'k  the  virtue  of  his  mighty  trust, 
a  rush  of  cooling  air  came  through  the  cave,  and 
gently  moved  the  fixed  and  tapering  flame,  pro- 
curing a  sudden  biio'htness  to  be  cast  on  a  distant 
wall,  which  now  became  so  lovely  and  attractive 
as  to  demand  and  receive  the  earnest  attention  of 
the  exhausted  sufferer.  It  was  a  change  of  mercy  ; 
for  here  the  triumph  of  ci'cative  goodness  shone  re- 
splendent over  dark  Typhon"'s  power.  The  ceiling 
near  it  glowed  with  Rhea's  vulture  Ibrm,  spreading 
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her  mighty  wings  from  side  to  side,  and  in  lier 
claws  holding  the  mild  intercessory  feathers,  red, 
yellow,  blue,  and  white,  symbols  of  the  firmament : 
a  robed  form  typified  the  soul,  clothed  in  white  linen, 
at  the  waist  a  guiding  ray  of  solar  brightness,  type  of 
Osiris,  as  the  supreme  emanation,  leading  ^  it  from 
darkness  and  from  glooms  to  brighter  scenes.     The 
beauteous  lotos  shone  in  bud  and  flower  expanding 
its  mystic  petals,  and  from  the  calix,  in  many  a 
gently  spiral  wreath,  uprose  great  Cneph,  giver  of 
life,  crowned  with  his  tutulus  and  scourge,  and  bear- 
ing the  living  sceptre ;  around  were  vases  filled  with 
flowers,  perennial  fruits  divine :  and  here  the  soul 
appears  before  Osiris  as  lord  of  death  and  hades : 
with  his  countenance  of  deep  blue,  he  extends  a 
censer  from  whence  arises  the  crux  ansata,  pledge  "^ 
of  life,  and  the  square  emblem  of  stability,  the 
symbol  of  its  immutable  eternal  state  !  The  divinity 
was''  robed  and  winged  with  plumes  of  deep  azure; 
while  a  winged  form  of  crested  head  and  neck,  and 
wings  of  rose  and  gold   commixed,  bespoke   the 
allegoric  phoenix  visitant  of  five  hundred  years,  an 
emblem  of  Maneros  sung  by  the  Mizraim  females  in 
their  annual  lamentations,  now  depicted  not  as  in 
his  soros,  but  floating  in  light  and  azure  skies. 

At  sight  of  these  most  Gracious  emblems  Rameses 
felt  again  revived  and  animated  with  the  purest 
joy;  his  blood,  which  ever  since  the  direful  shock  of 
his  treacherous  and  hopeless  imprisonment  in  the 
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cave  crept  sluggishly  along,  as  if  chilled  at  the 
endurance  of  such  a  woe  as  overwhelmed  him, 
now  again  renewed  its  quick  pulsations,  and  poured 
a  genial  tide  around  his  heart, —  merciful  recruit  and 
timely  stimulus:  as  yet,  although  worn  down  by 
abstinence,  by  suffering,  by  the  acute  and  terrible 
nature  of  his  mental  trials,  his  form  already  wasted, 
pale,  and  wan,  the  bright  exalted  soul  still  beamed 
forth  in  sparkling  radiance  from  his  eyes,  as  he  de- 
clared aloud,  '  O  great  Osiris,  who  thus  visibly 
portrays  ^  the  sure  supremacy  of  thy  great  power — 
the  mighty  strength  of  creative  energy  over  death,  of 
goodness  over  evil, — to  thee  my  heart  flows  forth 
even  from  the  depth  of  this  most  dreadful  cave — in 
thee  rejoices.  Let  not  evil  daunt  me,  terrify,  or 
alarm  ;  for  evil  cannot  come  where  thou  art  felt  :"* 
then  taking  with  firm  trust  the  last  poor  handful 
of  the  dates  remaining,  moistening  his  lips  most 
sparingly,  as  his  last  repast,  he  laid  him  down  to  rest, 
in  sweet  and  calm  composure,  as  if  placed  on  couch 
of  softest  texture,  lulled  to  repose  by  tuneful  har- 
mony,— such  power  have  virtuous  minds  over  mere 
scenes  of  sense;  but  Rameses,  thus  the  victim  of  fa- 
mine, when  he  awoke,  found  nature  greatly  sunk  and 
much  exhausted,  for  hunger  fastened  on  him,  and 
would  have  rose  to  agony,  but  that  he  mastered  still 
his  ductile  will  and  highly  governed  passions,  and 
with  heroic  strength  repelled  the  fell  suggestions  of 
despondency  and  grief.     Feeling  too  weak  to  rise, 
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he  turned  upon  the  bench  and  gazed  upon  the  form 
beside  him  :  the  lamp  "^  of  wonderful  workmanship 
burned  with  the  amianthus,  which  was  framed  by 
the  skill  of  Mizraim  science  to  last  for  ages  uncon- 
sumed,  and  contained  a  potent  mixture,  indestructi- 
ble by  its  perpetual  flame ;  thus  lighting  up  through 
ages  the  silent  rooms  of  death,  and  typifying  life 
eternal    even  in   the  silent  grave.     The   lamp   of 
bronze  was  cast  in  Typhon's  stubborn  symbol  of  the 
crocodile,   marked  with   its  savage  cruelty.     The 
steady  ray  shining  on  the  recumbent  mumm}'  over 
which  it  hung  enabled   the  sinkin";  form  of  Ra- 
meses   to  follow  the  brig-ht  sleaminffs  of  his  in- 
tcllectual  essence  even  while  the  fleshly  tenement 
swiftly  decayed  ;  for  now  ringing  sounds  and  swim- 
ming mists,  with  long  pauses  of  the  senses,  spoke  of  the 
wasting  frame  and  death  approaching  for  his  prey. 
*  Come,  fellovv-sojourner  of  this  mysterious  tomb,' 
he  faintly  murmured,  '  come  read  to  me  thy  last 
connexion  with  this  fleeting  scene  called  life ;  express 
thy  colloquy  with  death,  and  let  it  join  with  mine, 
now  adding  to  thy  sepulchre  my  earthly  frame.' 

The  mummy  symbols  evidenced  the  dead  to 
be  of  the  Egyptian  race,  and  of  mid  age:  on 
the  chest  spread  mighty  Pthah  his  wide  extended 
wings  crowned  with  a  disk,  the  clawed  legs  wide 
spreading  grasped  each  a  symboled  ring,  and  its 
feathered  form  and  expanded  plumage  imaged  pro- 
tection and  security;    below  was  seen  the  sacred 
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hawk  ",  symbol  of  great  Osiris,  bearing  also  a  mystic 
ring  in  its  extended  claws  surmounting  the  running 
line  of  hieroglyphics,  and  uniting  the  great  deities 
above  with  the  intercessory  forms  beneath.     The 
scene  exhibiting  the  judgment  followed  :   here  was 
Thoth  the  Ibis  scribe  marking  his  tablet  with  his 
stele,  record  irreversible  of  good  or  bad,  the  form 
of  Arueris  or  the  hawk-headed  deity,  also  of  Isis 
queen  of  hades ;  these  with  Thoth  all  face  a  golden 
snake,  the  god   Thermuthis    or    Cneph,  giver   of 
life.     Dedicatory  lines  in  small  square  tablets  were 
ranged  along  the  top,  also  the  awful  scales,  symbols 
of  judgment,  with  Anubis  god  of  obsequies,  and 
the  jackal  guardian  of  sepulchres,  followed  by  the 
hawk  and  pillar,  marked  with  hieroglyphics  highly 
propitious.     Winged  forms  of  lihea  in   her  pro- 
tecting  character   shade   these    mystic    lines    with 
cowering  wings  ;  all  these  proclaim  glory  to  Pthah 
and  great  Osiris,  whose  arm  and  hatchet  mark  his 
power  and  strength,  whose  eye,  his  ever-seeing  view, 
while  vows,  invoking   the   tutelary   care  of  great 
Anubis  and  Serapis  ^^  with  Arueris  guidance  of  the 
human  form,  combined  to  place  the  dead  under  their 
powerful   and   mediatory  character.     The  various 
traits  disclosed  were  traced  with  labour  and  much 
difficulty,  faintly  as  his  fading  sight  and  sense  al- 
lowed, but  still  in  every  type  they  flowed  into  his 
heart  with  pure  refreshing  streams,  feeding  the  vital 
spark  within  with  heavenly  hope,  keeping  the  sink- 
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ing  quivering  lamp  of  life  alive  with  needful  springs 
of  cheering  thought,  which  else  these  long  privations 
and  strong  mental  sufferings  must  totally  have 
quenched.  Noble,  much  enduring  hero !  yet  thy 
hours  are  numbered,  and  death,  which  besets  all, 
waits  but  a  few  passing  instants  to  press  his  mighty 
touch  upon  thy  closing  eyes :  for  four  nights  had 
circled  now  their  dreary  course  since  first  Rameses 
was  plunged  within  the  sepulchre,  and  he  waited 
with  serene  composure  for  the  close  of  pain.  His 
senses  grew  confused,  and  he  sunk  into  a  faint  but 
rapturous  vision,  portraying  a  garden  enamelled 
with  flowers,  on  a  soft  bank  of  Avhich  Rameses 
fancied  that  he  was  reposing,  when  in  the  distance, 
Nitocris,  extending  her  hand,  offered  him  fruits, 
fruits  which  his  senses  longed  to  taste,  but,  how  be 
knew  not,  some  superior  power  kept  hira  enthralled, 
and  hindered  his  approach :  then  her  mild  sweet 
form  assumed  a  look  of  sorrow  at  his  tardiness,  and 
chid  his  delay :  he  could  bear  no  more,  but  sunk 
beside  the  embalmed  corpse  as  senseless  as  its  in- 
animate form.  From  the  tomb  of  the  guiltless 
sufferer,  who,  although  expiring  from  hunger  and 
privation,  still  endures  less  pangs  than  his  guilty 
brother,  from  the  chamber  of  death,  we  turn  to 
those  who  mourned  his  fate. 

Swiftly  hastening  from  the  couch  of  the  self-up- 
braiding and  wretched  Ethiopian  slave,  Athor  and 
Betis  flew  to  the  river,  in  generous  emulation  which 
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should  first  tread  the  route  he  had  falteringly  de- 
scribed :  it  was  full  of  perils,  and  on  the  opposite 
banks  of  the  Nile;  which  lined  by  hostile  sentinels,  ren- 
dered any  attempt  to  approach  it  highly  dangerous : 
nevertheless  their  camp  and  widely  spreading  lines 
intervened  ere  they  could  reach  Sahrasht,  the  fatal 
point  described  as  the  scene  of  Bocchoris's  relentless 
treachery.  Overwhelmed  with  grief  and  horror  at 
the  sad  interval  already  past,  every  moment  seem- 
ing to  their  fancy  fraught  with  death,  a  sudden 
thought  as  a  beam  of  hght  shot  into  Athor's  soul. 
The  town  of  Sahrasht,  pointed  out  by  the  Ethiopian, 
was  seated  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Phathmetique 
branch  of  the  Nile,  even  on  its  very  waters,  and  as 
yet  was  unoccupied  by  the  Pallic  foes,  who,  engaged 
in  spreading  toward  the  northern  provinces  of  Egypt, 
left  these  important  towns  at  present  unoccupied. 
Ascending  therefore  rapidly  the  river,  as  high  as 
where  it  parts  at  Athribis,  the  eager  friends  in- 
stantly traversed  in  a  swift  papyrine  vessel  the 
Phathmetic  branch.  The  speeding  hours  brought 
them  impatient  to  the  long-wished  for  spot,  and 
when  landed  they  found  the  country  around  silent 
and  desolate  :  fears  of  the  coming  woes  of  war  had 
driven  thence  its  ancient  occupiers,  and  as  yet  the 
spoilers  were  not  come.  Without  a  pause,  rushing 
with  eager  speed  quick  from  the  shore,  their  eyes 
instinctively  glanced  at  the  mound  described  by 
marks  and  rocks,  wherein  the  sepulchre  was  formed, 
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now  by  strange  and  direful  passions  made  the  se- 
pulchre of  Rameses.    By  the  Ethiopian's  repentant 
testimony  possessed  of  the  secret  spring,  they  in- 
stantly unclasped  its  marble  jaws,  when  dread  and 
fear  and  agony,  (the  port  itself  in  view)  suspended 
for  a  few  seconds  their  power  of  motion,  till  hastening 
onward,  both   calling   '  Rameses,    friend,    patron, 
succour  is  come  !'   But  no  sound  replied,  and  in 
horror  they  entered  swiftly  the  Typhonian  chamber, 
where,  by  the  lamp's  pale  lustre,  they  beheld  the 
lifeless  mummy  form,  and  close  beside  it,  with  his 
arms   crossed  in  resigned  position,   the  pale    and 
wasted  Rameses  apparently  as  lifeless  a  partaker  of 
this  tomb.     How  eagerly  did  they  fly  to  his  pallid 
form,  and  moisten  his  dry  and  parched  lips  with  a 
liquid  brought  by  Athor  ! — they  never  moved,  and 
bis  hands  were  clay  cold.   Their  affrighted  looks  on 
each  other  declared  their  fears  that  all  succour  came 
too  late,  when  from  a  slight  pulsation   near  the 
heart,  evincing  that  life  was  not  quite  extinct,  their 
hopes  revived.     They  gently  chafed  his  limbs,  as 
Athor  continued  moistening  his  mouth  and  bathing^ 
his  temples  with  pungent  aromatics.     By  slow  de- 
grees a  slight  movement  of  the  muscles  indicated 
increased  respiration,   while  several   hours  passed 
heavily  along  ere  the  renovated   functions  of  life 
flowing  forth  in  sighs  and  convulsive  movements, 
emboldened  them  to  bear  his  wasted  form  into  the 
genial  air  and  to  the  light  of  heaven.    Pitching  a 
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slender  awning  of  the  boat  in  front  of  the  cave, 
their  continued  assiduities  were  to  their  unspeakable 
delight  so  far  successful,  that  at  length  the  wasted 
Rameses,  opening  his  eyes,  beheld  the  features  of 
Athor  glowing  with  rapture,  bending  over  him,  and 
faithful  Betis  supporting  him  with  his  arms.  The 
caution  of  Athor  placing  his  finger  on  his  lips  for- 
bade all  exertion,  and  a  cordial  draught  instantly 
swallowed  in  compliance  with  his  entreaty,  lulled 
him  into  sweet  and  balmy  repose,  from  which  he 
awoke  strengthened  and  recruited  before  the  dawn 
of  day.  Darkness  still  covered  the  sky,  which  glit- 
tered with  stars,  as  opening  his  eyes  he  strove  to  re- 
call to  mind  the  past,  but  vague  and  imperfect  images 
only  presented  themselves,  shadowing  something 
most  terrible,  but  its  outline  indistinct.  The  last 
image  on  his  soul  was  Nitocris,  who  still  hovered  in 
idea  over  him.  Soon  the  whole  reahty  flashed  on 
his  mind  ;  but  how  or  by  what  means  his  sepulchre 
was  thus  divulged  to  his  two  faithful  friends,  or 
how  and  in  what  state  they  found  him,  he  could 
not  fathom. 

In  silent  gratitude  he  offered  up  his  thanks  for 
mercies  that  thus  brought  him  from  death  unto 
life,  and  penetrated  as  by  miracle  into  the  hidden 
sepulchre.  Thus  employed  the  watchful  Athor 
found  his  beloved  Rameses,  as  bright  day  opened 
the  portals  of  the  East ;  and  his  friend,  kneeling 
beside  him,  bedewed  his  pallid  countenance   witli 
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tears.  '  My  deliverers !  my  friends  !'  sighed  the  still 
languid  sufferer.  The  sounds  even  yet  came  broken 
and  imperfect,  upon  which  Athor  enjoined  the 
strictest  silence,  and  to  compose  him  entered  upon 
the  narration  of  how  they  traced  him.  Fearful  how- 
ever of  the  consequences  to  his  weakened  frame 
should  the  whole  dreadful  truth  be  known,  he  sunk 
in  silence  every  part,  save  what  concerned  themselves 
alone.  To  strengthen  his  mind  for  such  a  trial, 
they  abode  a  second  day  in  this  secure  and  pro- 
found solitude,  during  which  Rameses,  by  the  wise 
and  skilful  help  of  his  friends,  had  surmounted  all 
the  alarming  symptoms  of  the  dreadful  trials  he  had 
endured. 

The  vault  of  heaven  glowed  with  sparkling 
stars,  when  Athor,  now  assured  of  the  recruit- 
ing strength  of  Rameses,  ventured  to  hint  of  their 
rejoining  Myris  at  Bubastis.  Then  quickly  all  the 
past  seemed  as  a  lightning's  flash  to  paralyse  the 
fainting  hero.  '  Why  to  Myris  ? — why  not  my 
father?  I  can  forgive  even  Sabacon  for  his  dear 
sake !'  It  was  with  fear  and  deep  trembling,  mixed 
with  sighs  and  tears,  that  Athor  now  unveiled  to 
the  agonised  and  speechless  Rameses  the  horrors  of 
that  night,  the  fall  of  Egypt,  and  gently  hinted  at 
the  danger  that  hung  over  them  even  by  a  mo- 
ment's stay.  Some  sad  time  was  past  in  a  solemn 
silence ; — some  moments  given  to  the  hcart''s  pause, 
which  commences  not  with  speech  or  language  when 
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such  wounds  are  made  in  its  frail  frame.  The 
pangs  endured  during  the  narration  of  Athor's  tale, 
far,  in  his  tortured  friend's  conception,  transcended 
the  bitter  anguish  of  a  death  by  famine;  but  true 
to  his  great  principle  of  trust  and  acquiescence,  he 
resumed  his  wonted  intellectual  vigour,  deepened 
and  shaded  however  by  that  sorrow  and  mental  grief 
which  waits  on  wounds  that  time  only  can  assuage. 
Awakened  to  the  truth,  he  eagerly  solicited  to  de- 
part thence;  but  first,  in  spite  of  the  entreaties  of 
Betis,  he  would  enter  once  again  the  sepulchral 
vault  where  he  had  endured  such  sufferings.  There, 
bending  before  the  form  of  Osiris,  and  gazing  upon 
the  sculptures  which  he  had  dwelt  on  in  his  agony, 
— '  Farewell,  ye  mute  and  senseless  forms !  Happy 
for  the  dejected,  care-worn  Ramescs,  if,  among  the 
living  beings  of  the  world  he  enters,  he  meets  with 
comforters  as  useful  as  yourselves!' 

Under  cover  of  the  night  they  now  embarked, 
and  swiftly  ascended  the  Nile ;  and  well  it  was  they 
bent  thither  their  rapid  course,  as  on  the  breeze  the 
clarion's  sounds  and  buzzing  hum  were  heard,  sure 
indications  of  the  foe's  approach.  In  safety  they 
arrived  at  the  city  of  Bubastis,  after  a  rapid  voyage 
passed  in  anguish  by  the  mourning  Rameses ;  and 
here  they  found  Myris  scarcely  less  reduced  and 
worn  by  misery  and  agitation  than  his  liberated 
friend.  Myris,  exhausted  by  incessant  watchings, 
was  kept  in  constant  combat  by  the  skirmishes  and 
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hourly  indications  of  assault  by  the  insulting  and 
triumphant  troops  of  the  Palli  now  spreading  them- 
selves over  the  prostrate  land,  and  sweeping  all  op- 
position before  them.     Happily  for  Myris  and  this 
city,  the  attention  of  the  king  and  leaders  of  the 
Pallic  warriors  was  exclusively  directed  to  possess 
themselves  of  the  rich  provinces  of  Lower  Egypt, 
and  to  conquer  the  relics  of  the  Mizraimite  forces. 
These  districts  were  rendered  more  important  in 
their  eyes  by  Sabacon  retiring  to  the  fastnesses  of 
the  marshes,  whereby  Salatis  suspected  some  deep 
concerted  scheme  of  policy,  some  future  plan  of 
combined   operation    that    might    await   only  his 
southward  march  to  develope  itself.     Determined 
therefore  to  push  his  boundaries  to  the  utmost  ex- 
tent, and  to  crush  Sabacon,  Salatis  had  devoted  the 
precious  days  succeeding  his  decisive  victory  to 
take  possession  of  the  strong  fortresses  and  cities 
comprised  within  these  branches  of  the  mouths  of 
the  Nile.    To  this  enmity  against  the  guilty  brother 
may  be  fairly  ascribed  the  power  of  his  friends  pe- 
netrating to  Sahrasht,  and  preserving  the  Egyptian 
hero ;  but  they  had  truly  met  in  desolation  and  sor- 
row, while  the  Ethiopian  longed  to  prostrate  himself 
and  entreat  his  forgiveness.     It  was  with  difficulty 
that  Myris  could  forego  the  ecstasy  of  having  the 
friend  of  his  soul  before  his  eyes ;  for  ^vith  his  pro- 
tecting arm  and  associated  council  hope  revived; 
but  dangers  had  not  ceased  to  lour,  nor  could  the 
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soul,  however  devoted,  bear  up  even  in  friendship's 
arms  unmoved  against  the  storm  which  now  raged 
around. 

The  arrival  of  Rameses  was  soon  known  through- 
out Bubastis,  and  excited  as  much  sensation  and 
hope  as  if  Egypt  yet  had  armies  and  strength  for 
war  in  his  arm  alone.     It  was  instantly  Rameses's 
earnest  desire  to  regulate  some  plan  with  his  encir- 
cling friends,  whereby  the  knowledge  of  the  intended 
treachery  of  Sabacon  might  for  ever  be  hid.     To 
shrowd  it  in  everlasting  oblivion,  and  to  regain  his 
father's  corpse,  were  now  in  his  first  stage  of  weak- 
ness the  objects  nearest  his  heart.     To  acquire  a 
thorough  conviction  of  the  truth,  however  painful, 
was  his  first  resolve,  and  the  abased  Ethiopian  was 
accordingly  summoned  to  his  presence.     To  see, 
and  to  forgive,  were  results  regularly  flowing  from 
the  benevolence  of  Rameses,  although  a  convulsive 
movement  evidenced  the  violence  done  his  nature,  in 
so  soon  recalling  a  moment  of  such  agony  :  his  eye 
however  immediately  recognised  the  slave  who  had 
gazed  on  him,  though  only  momentarily,  with  com- 
passion, and  who,  by  the  dates  and  water,  scanty 
provision  as  it  was,  preserved  him  from  the  dreadful 
end  he  otherwise  would  inevitably  have  suffered. 
A  sense  of  these  traits  of  kindness  more  than  out- 
weighed an  act  of  obedience  to  a  savage  master,  and 
Rameses  listened  with  emotion  to  his  narrative  of 
the  awful  scene  which  had  ended  the  bloody  career 
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of  Bocchoris :  his  exploits  and  dying  efforts  in  the 
field  were  gigantic,  and  he  only  perished  after  num- 
berless wounds,  and  upon  heaps  of  slain.  The 
Ethiopian  moreover  fully  established  to  the  heart 
of  Rameses  two  points  of  unmixed  consolation, — that 
his  death  was  not  commanded  by  Sabacon,  but 
only  a  temporary  confinement,  flowing  from  heated 
jealousy;  and  the  total  abandonment  he  had  ex- 
perienced was  not  intentional,  but  had  arisen  from 
the  sudden  desolation  which  swept  away  all  the 
perpetrators  of  the  outrage  on  his  person.  It  also 
confirmed  the  noble  trait  that  Sabacon  by  efforts 
almost  superhuman  had  rescued  the  revered  form 
of  his  father  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  borne  it  to 
his  ships. 

With  Rameses  to  learn  any  extenuation  was  in- 
stantly to  place  the  whole  crime  against  him  in  a 
state  of  comparative  purity.  Thus  his  heart  appeared 
lightened  as  from  a  load ;  and,  looking  to  the  past 
as  a  cause  only  for  thankfulness,  he  prepared  again 
to  shine  the  patriot,  avenger,  and  deliverer  of  his 
country.  To  the  Ethiopian,  also  to  liis  friends, 
with  whom  love  and  veneration  for  himself  rendered 
the  forgiveness  of  Sabacon  a  somewhat  difficult  task, 
he  enjoined  the  most  profound  silence  as  to  the  past. 
To  his  faithful  Memphians  he  appeared  restored  as 
from  the  dead ;  and  rejoicing  in  his  presence,  they 
sought  not  how  or  whence  the  precious  boon  was 
vouchsafed  to  them :  for  losing  their  suspicions  of 
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Sabacon,  by  his  heroic  rescue  of  his  father's  corpse, 
they  deemed  that  he  had  been  dragged  away  cap- 
tive, in  one  of  those  constant  watchful  progresses 
made  ever  around  their  encampments ;  and,  devoted 
to  his  virtues  and  person,  they  ardently  again  pre- 
pared to  follow  his  standard. 

Thus  time  as  it  rolled  on  saw  the  faithful  friends 
ardent  and  animated,  directing  the  prosecution  of 
every  means  of  defence,  and  strengthening  the  re- 
sources which  recent  calamities  had  left  in  their 
power.  But  Athor,  although  so  essentially  use- 
ful in  the  late  events,  had  been  brought  far  more 
prominent  than  his  safety  allowed  of:  as  yet,  how- 
ever, he  had  never  been  recognized,  and  now  kept 
himself  in  total  seclusion,  attaching  himself,  for  the 
sake  of  those  he  loved  better  than  life,  to  a  plan  of 
inestimable  benefit  and  infinite  peril,  that  of  mixing 
himself  with  the  Pal  lie  leaders,  and  warning  his 
friends  of  their  intended  steps.  To  the  details  of 
Myris  he  listened  with  a  melancholy  smile,  adding, 
*  Fate  warns  us  to  part.  Your  means  employed 
here  would  only  ensure  your  complete  destruction. 
Try  if  some  brilliant  essay  as  the  enemy  advances, 
may  give  a  hue  of  success  to  the  Egyptian  arms, 
which  eagerly  seize  upon,  and  then  employ  your  ves- 
sels to  retire  to  IVIemphis,  there  make  your  stand  : 
as  for  myself,  life  is  unworthy  of  a  thought,  further 
than  it  leads  to  help  the  brilliant  course  of  him  we 
lost.      That  boon   vouchsafed,  and  Ramcses  pre- 
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served,  we  must  henceforth  commit  ourselves  unto 
the  gods,  and  with  manly  fortitude  bear  what  they 
command.*  Revealing  then  his  hidden  plans  and 
magnanimous  devotion  of  himself  to  fathom  the 
wiles  of  Salatis,  bidding  farewell  with  deep  emotion, 
they  separated,  and  Athor  was  seen  no  more. 

His  strength  restored,  though  deeply  sorrowing 
for  the  past,  Rameses  repaired  on  board  his  galleys, 
and  was  welcomed  by  the  shouts  and  tears  of  his 
faithful  Memphians.  To  these  symptoms  of  re- 
sistance, and  their  numbers  daily  augmenting,  all 
joined  the  hopes  of  aid  from  Thebes;  Rameses 
therefore  eagerly  longed  to  hear  from  court,  and 
to  form  a  bond  of  national  defence.  Betis  was  de- 
spatched forthwith  to  convey  the  glad  tidings  to 
Thebes  of  his  having  again  resumed  his  command 
of  the  armies.  The  opposite  shores  soon  displayed 
the  crowding  standards  and  bands  of  the  enem^' ; 
and  the  victorious  Salatis,  his  heart  elated  with 
triumph  and  savage  delight,  prepared  to  overwhelm 
the  feeble  bands  that  dared  to  withstand  his  pro- 
gress. 

While  thus  the  circumstances  of  war  threatened 
all  Egypt  with  the  most  dreadful  calamities.  Nature, 
in  opposition  to  the  evil  propensities  of  man,  had 
overspread  its  vast  pastures  with  the  utmost  pro- 
fusion of  plenty  and  beauty ;  it  was  truly  a  scene  of 
delight,  as  of  the  golden  age.  Orange  trees  and 
almonds  blossomed  in  their  full  fragrance ;  the  vine 
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and  the  olive  clustered  against  their  props,  loaded 
with  fruits ;  the  fields  waved  with  grain ;  the  har- 
vest beginning,  seemed  so  rich  and  plenteous,  as 
if  a  double  effort  of  Nature's  blessings  had  freed 
the  earth  from  all  charge  of  sterility.  Every  spot 
smiled  with  abundance,  and  breathed  plenty  and 
joy ;  but  man  alone  delights  to  reverse  the  order  of 
things — he  enters  this  blooming  garden  of  sweet- 
ness and  rich  bounty,  and  changes  it  into  a  smoking 
desert ! 

The  shores  on  both  sides  of  the  Nile,  as  Betis 
ascended  to  royal  Thebes,  were  indeed  what  the 
eye  could  not  behold  without  gratitude,  had  not 
the  strangely  deserted  appearance  of  these  plenteous 
fields,  the  siglit  of  whole  families  hurrying  away 
their  loaded  cattle,  burdened  with  their  furniture, 
their  httle  all,  and  the  anguish  of  their  farewell,  the 
silent  and  forlorn  appearance  of  the  cities  and  towns 
usually  so  bustling  and  populous,  struck  a  damp 
and  dejection  upon  the  most  hardened  and  in- 
sensible. To  Betis  it  was  particularly  overwhelm- 
ing, especially  as  he  was  again  separated  from  a 
master  so  dearly  loved  and  recently  saved,  the  days 
intervening  so  few,  as  to  leave  the  judgment  almost 
unsatisfied  of  the  reality.  But  all  former  appear- 
ances of  desolation  faded  into  a  trivial  and  insigni- 
ficant circumstance,  compared  with  the  appalling 
scenes  which  nearly  destroyed  poor  Betis  as  he  en- 
tered the  gates  of  imperial  Thebes.    Swiftly  ascend- 
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ing  the  stream,  he  forbore  from  every  communi- 
cation, that  he  might  feel  the  luxury  of  being  the 
bearer  of  such  joy :  he  found  her  immense  palaces 
deserted  and  stripped  of  most  of  their  splendour, 
while  what  remained  therein,  by  its  contrast  of  rich- 
ness and  disorder,  served  to  show  a  ruin  most  com- 
plete.    It  was  nearly  evening  when,  after  a  tedious 
voyage,  he  reached  the  city,  and  approaching  the 
royal  palace,  eager  in  hope  and  joy,  to  announce 
the  propitious  reappearance  of  Rameses,  he  was  at 
once  chilled  and  alarmed  by  the  grandeur  and  vast- 
ness  of  its  colonnades  and  halls,  and  the  terrifying 
solitude  which    enwrapt    them    all.     A  few   short 
weeks  ago  he  had  seen  these  courts  crowded  with 
nobles  and  guards,  and  himself  a  slave,  not  even 
permitted  to  enter  the  threshold  of  their  sanctuaries, 
as  too  sublime  for  his  degraded  caste;  now  the 
beautiful  bronze  gates  expanded  wide  their  valves, 
unguarded  and  abandoned.     The  solitary  footsteps 
of  Betis  sent  startling  echoes  around,  and  his  daring 
tread  penetrated  the  hitherto  sacred  and  impervious 
penetralia  of  her  kings.     Darkness  came  over  the 
enormous  peristyles  and  courts  he  was  traversing, 
and  as  yet  he  had  met  no  one ;  he  felt  indeed  terri- 
fied, and  lost  in  dejection  and  amazement,  when  in 
turning  his  steps  instinctively  toward  the  humble 
compartments   appropriated    to    the  slaves,   which 
Betis  during   his    patron's   stay   at  Thebes   occa- 
sionally had  occupied,  he  was  rejoiced  to  find  a  light 
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Streaming  from  the  well  known  corridor ;  he  has- 
tened thither,  and  recognized  a  priest,  with  some 
inferior  domestics  of  the  palace,  who  were  flying  in 
haste  at  the  sound  of  his  footsteps,  when  his  well- 
known  voice  recalled  them.   To  the  eager  questions 
of  Betis  whence  all  the  terrible  change  around  had 
flowed,   'Alas!'  the  priest  repHed,  'Thebes  and 
Egypt  are  no  more.     It  is  now  four  days  since  the 
final  blow  was  given,  and  by  our  king.     From  the 
moment  the  noble  Rameses  left  us,  Amenophis  be- 
came a  prey  to  fears  of  the  most  distressing  kind. 
The  palace  was  kept  constantly  guarded ;  but  we 
could  see  the  anxious  cares  of  the  queen,  and  her 
ineffectual  struggles  with  her  royal  consort.     Day 
by  day  added   strength   to  his  fears,  and  by  the 
most  positive  commands  all  the  holy  animals.  Apis 
and  Mnevis,  with  all  the  treasures  and  riches  of 
Egypt,  also  her  choicest  warriors  and  captains,  were 
assembled  on  the  Memnonian  plain.     One  day  the 
court  had  visited  the  vast  and  noble  scene,  and  so 
striking  was  the  martial  array,  that  the  queen  im- 
plored Amenophis  to  instantly  command  these  troops 
to  follow  Rameses,  that,  joined  to  the  armies  of  Sosis, 
under  his  command,  they  might  free  Egypt  from 
her  foes.     The  monarch  angrily  refused,  and  de- 
clared his  firm  resolve  never  to  suffer  them  to  leave 
the  charge  of  his  own  personal  safety.     The  chief 
priest  Phritiphanes  stood  in  sorrow,  not  in  anger, 
and  lot)kcd  his  earnest  wishes  for  the  noble  effort  of 
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the  queen  ;  while  Nitocris,  her  features  flushed  with 
eager  animation,  evidently  trembled  with  anxious 
fear,  lest  the  monarch  should  misguidedly  refuse. 
It  was  so;  and  I  shall  never  forget  how  at  the 
angry  denial  of  Amenophis  their  countenances  fell 
with  grief:  they  yet  were  standing  in  the  royal  pre- 
sence, when  an  universal  cry  of  lamentation  was 
heard  within  the  palace  gates.     Distant  as  they  are, 
it  soon  ascended  to  her  princely  halls,  and  struck 
the  monarch  speechless,  when  he  learnt  that  the 
raven,  which  on  the  interesting  night  of  your  ma- 
ster's visit  to  the  Hermaic  columns  had  so  singularly 
perched  on  Memnon's  sacred  statue,  now  was  again 
returned,  and  would  not  be  removed  from  great 
Memnon's  statue,  filling  all  the  plain  with  doleful 
croaks.   This  struck  horror  and  dismay  throughout 
the  troops,  predisposed  to  dread  some  fatal  event. 

'  From  that  hour  Amenophis  gave  up  all  hope. 
Investigating  hourly  the  auguries  of  the  priests, 
predicting  every  ill,  his  orders  were  now  issued  to 
prepare  the  army  and  holy  animals,  his  treasures 
and  priests,  to  retire  into  the  land  of  southern 
Ethiopia,  from  whose  allied  monarch  he  had  as- 
surance of  the  most  hospitable  reception.  He  had 
the  sacred  statues  taken  from  their  shrines,  and 
buried  ^^,  thus  committing  of  liis  own  will  the  direful 
omen  against  himself,  that  he  was  already  deserted 
of  his  gods.  Dejected  and  distressed  with  anguish 
thus  to  see  her  partner  give  up  the  duties  of  his 
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royal  station,  and  plunge  himself,  his  throne,  and 
kingdom  into  an  abyss,  the  queen  herself  grew  daily 
worse ;  Messenes,  the  young  prince,  new  to  sorrow, 
sickened  at  its  blighting  touch,  and  became  gi'catly 
indisposed.      The  lovely  Nitocris  and   the   court 
awaited  with  breathless  hope  the  arrival  of  the  next 
despatches  from  the  army,  that  might  give  a  joy  to 
hearts  withering  under  the  most  dreadful  of  all  evils 
— suspense   and   fear.      Judge  therefore  how  the 
blow  crushed  all  to  earth  when  those  tidings  came ! 
— came  indeed,  how  fraught  with  horror !  Rameses 
lost,  Sosis  slain,  our  armies  crushed,  destroyed,  and 
Egypt  thereby  ruined,  and  a  defenceless  prey !     I 
never  saw  them  afterward  :  I  heard  the  bitter  sobs 
and  rending  anguish  of  the  females ;  but  the  gates 
were  closely  shut ;  and  it  was  four  days  since  that 
a  bright  and  lovely  dawn  saw  this  palace  desolate, 
abandoned,  and  Thebes  a  desert !   Amenophis  thus 
delivers  over  his  beautiful  and  faithful  kingdom,  as 
a  victim  richly  decorated  is  led  to  the  altar  gilded 
and  adorned,  but  still  to  death  devoted !    All  the 
noble  spirits  who  might  have  struggled  for   her 
freedom  he  has  taken  away,  and  none  remain  but 
humble  beings,  the  slaves  and  labourers  of  our  ap- 
proaching tyrants  !* 

He  might  have  longer  dwelt  upon  the  theme 
which  thus  planted  daggers  in  his  auditor's  heart ; 
for  poor  Bctis,  thunderstruck,  and  trembling  at  the 
sad  desertion  which  thus   threw  Rameses  and  all 
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his  brave  and  prized  associates  who  were  in  arms  a 
prey,  a  certain  prey,  to  the  overwhelming  numbers 
of  the  cruel  invaders;  when  speech  returned,  in 
broken  sighs  and  tears  he  ventured  a  faint  and 
faltering  query  after  Nitocris.  '  Alas !'  the  priest 
replied,  '  the  queen,  heart-broken,  was  instantly 
taken  ill,  and  for  some  hours  was  thought  to  have 
expired :  Nitocris,  devoted  to  her,  whatever  her 
heart  endured,  merged  all  her  grief  in  Saptha's. 
We  saw  them  no  more;  but  they  accompanied  not 
the  king:  it  was  rumoured  that  the  high-priest 
Phritiphanes,  summoning  his  priests,  had  found 
them  and  the  child  Messenes  an  asylum  in  his  sacred 
caverns.  It  is  reported  that  he  refused  to  join  the 
king;  but  all  we  know  is,  that  these  royal  courts 
are  desolate  and  abandoned,  and  the  Halls  of 
Queens  will  see  their  face  no  more !' 

Thus  overcome  with  grief,  poor  Betis  resolved  to 
instantly  return  to  him  he  so  faithfully  served,  and 
if  death  reached  Rameses,  by  his  side  to  end  his 
pilgrimage.  Waving  a  farewell,  and  hastening  from 
the  deepest  solitude,  the  grandeurs  of  the  palace 
changed  into  a  desert,  he  embarked  and  turned  his 
face  for  Bubastis,  and  to  join  Rameses,  encircled  by 
myriads  of  hostile  foes.  Scarcely  had  he  given  the 
signal  to  unmoor,  when  a  trusty  menial  of  the  house 
of  Sosis  with  loud  cries  called  on  Betis,  and  implored 
his  stay  for  a  few  days  in  the  vicinity  of  the  imperial 
city.  Formerly  admitted  to  the  suite  of  Nitocris,  he 
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supplied  to  Betis  news  of  deep  interest  and  painful 
import,  which  whiled  away  the  tardy  hours,  resting 
on  in  earnest  hope  of  tidings  relative  to  the  fate  of 
the  queen  and  her  escort.    But  litde  and  scanty  were 
the  particulars  given  to  form  any  ground  of  satis- 
factory communication ;  for  amid  the  tumult  and 
dismay  connected  with  the  monarch's  resolve,  the 
lawless  excitement  of  dangerous  spirits  unrestrained 
by  laws,  the  singular  spectacle  of  a  vast  army,  king, 
and  princes  abjuring  their  native  land,  and  bearing 
away  their  gods  and  treasures, — scenes  such  as  these 
rendered  the  distracted  inmates  of  the  palace  inat- 
tentive, and  unacquainted  with  those  preparatives 
preceding  the  nightly  disappearance  of  the  high- 
priest,  queen,  and  her  friend,  as  well  as  the  youthful 
heir  of  Egypt's  throne.     These  with  their  followers 
refuged  in  the  valley,  leaving  Thebes  uncertain  of 
their  fortunes,  and  marvelHng  at  the  blindness  and 
insensibility  which  led  the  sovereign  to  separate  his 
fate  from  all  most  treasured.     In  deep  suspense  the 
humble  followers  lingered  about  the  widely-spread- 
ing desolate  halls,  lingering  in  vain  hope  of  their 
return,  or  further  tidings  from  Gournou,  the  ad- 
jacent palace,  and  perhaps  their  temporary  refuge 
from  the  disorders  of  Karnak.     These  details  filled 
up  the  anguish  which  preyed  on  Betis,  who  saw 
therein  some  desperate  step  dictated  by  their  ruined 
hopes,  some  secret  purpose  he  could  not  penetrate. 
The  present  was  too  full  of  danger  longer  to  delay 
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such  tidings  to  Rameses,  mournful  as  they  were, 
which  the  scene  before  him  evidenced.  In  melan- 
choly sadness,  therefore,  and  abandoned  by  all  ex- 
pectancy of  news  of  Nitocris,  he  gave  orders  to  set 
forward,  and  pensively  descended  the  Nile ;  but  in 
the  short  interval  which  Betis  had  passed  amid  the 
abandoned  halls  of  Thebes,  a  council  was  held  by  Sa- 
latis  to  decide  upon  his  present  line  of  action,  whether 
at  once  to  press  forward  with  his  triumphant  forces 
upon  the  dismayed  Egyptians,  and  surprise  the 
capitals,  or  first  to  crush  Rameses.  The  scales  of 
safety  for  the  destinies  of  Egypt  were  so  nicely  ba- 
lanced, that  seemingly  accident  only  poised  the  scale 
to  that  resolve  which  wreathed  a  bright  crown  for 
the  patriot's  brow. 

Indeed,  Mizraim  now  stood  on  the  brink  of  ruin, 
and  in  her  dangers,  as  in  every  character  of  her 
celebrated  institutions,  furnished  deep  subject  for 
the  imitation  and  instruction  of  her  neighbours. 
Her  history,  taught  in  records  by  her  priesthood, 
flowed  upwards  to  an  era  impenetrable  to  the  eye  of 
science,  and  blending  with  the  gods :  while  its  events 
therefore  stood  conspicuous  in  hieroglyphic  sculp- 
tures, explained  by  their  sacred  guardians,  one  trait 
prominently  marked  their  delineations,  unobscured 
by  the  oblivious  touch  of  time,  that  the  sway"  of 
their  monarchs  had  been  beneficent  and  prosperous, 
and  the  sceptre  of  the  Pharaohs  had  proved  a  pa- 
ternal sceptre.      The  real  sources   of  power  and 
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greatness,  abundance  and  a  teeming  population,  de- 
clared how  judiciously  the  experiments  of  knowledge 
had  been  directed  to  real  advantages;   her  land 
overflowed  with  inhabitants,  and  it  furnished  co- 
piously and  inexhaustibly  the  means  of  ^^subsist- 
ence:  they  flowed  forth  from  the  rich  bosom  of 
Nature,  untired  and  unchecked,  furnishing  hfe  to 
the  lip  even  to  satiety.     Corn  and  grain,  the  staff 
of  man,  ran  over  in  vast  national  garners,  formed 
for  the  world's  supply,  while  the  rolling  year  gave 
all  her  fruits  in  season,  ripening  in  plenteous  suc- 
cession, far  beyond  the  need  of  Egypt's  swarming 
race.   Man  here  also  seemed  as  well  exempted  from 
stint  or  barrenness :  her  cities  w^axed  mighty ;  her 
fields  and  borders  showed  the  myriads  of  her  sons ; 
vines  trailed  luxuriantly  around,  loading  their  props 
with  pendent  fruit ;  figs,  pomegranates,  and  palms 
blossomed  and  delighted  the  senses.     Every  green 
and  luscious  plant,  indigenous  to  her  soil,  amply 
recompensed  the  labourer's  culture,  and  bore  its 
tribute  in  season ;  and  this  picture  of  Nature,  this 
apparent  repetition   of  the  golden   age,  revolved 
year  by  year  unchanged,  invariably,  and  as  if  in- 
evitably, through  the  operation  and  agency  of  their 
highly  reverenced  river,  the  sacred  Nile;   its  pe- 
riodical inundation  renewing  all  the  lands  to  their 
primitive  richness  and  productiveness,  made  it  re- 
garded as  the  great   organ  of  Nature,   itself  the 
fountain  and  source  of  Mizraim's  bliss.     But  all  is 
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wonderful  in  this  land  of  wonders.  Nature  flows 
on  and  acts  by  rules  unknown  in  other  climes :  no 
rains  or  storms  vary  or  disturb  her  calm  ^"^  serene 
step ;  no  tempest  agitates  her  cerulean  sky ;  the 
sun,  as  if  proud  of  his  pre-eminent  rule,  flames  in 
unshaded  radiance  throuoh  the  bright  azure,  un- 
dimmed  by  interposing  clouds :  if  sometimes  as  a 
prodigy  rain  threatens  to  descend,  after  a  time 
these  yield  to  the  restraining  ardour  of  the  elements, 
and  slowly  fade  and  are  absorbed  into  the  bright 
blue  tint.  Her  sages  watch  the  skies,  and  mark  the 
portent  when  the  watery  element,  after  an  interval 
of  years,  descends  in  showers,  sluggishly  and  spare, 
as  if  struggling  with  an  unseen  invisible  obstruction. 
Such  are  the  common  features  of  this  choice  val- 
ley, tenanted  by  the  oldest,  wisest  race  of  man,  mul- 
tiplied as  sands  for  number,  gifted  with  the  choicest 
secrets  of  power  and  wisdom,  enriched  by  all  the 
arts  can  give,  or  human  means  acquire.  With  such 
great  national  privileges,  her  position  strong  in 
every  feature  of  defence;  her  laws,  her  customs 
fraught  with  every  character  of  wise  utility,  far 
outnumbering  her  assailants ;  with  all  these  elements 
of  greatness,  these  claims  upon  her  sons,  Mizraim 
in  her  enchanting  valley  stood  a  rich  abundant 
harvest  for  the  rude  eastern  spoilers,  now  hovering 
on  her  waters,  prepared  to  take  possession  of  her 
spoils.  But  the  very  magnificence  of  the  prize 
awakened  hesitating   doubts  in  Salatis,  and  amid 
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his  host,  daily  augmenting  by  thi^  desert  swarms, 
he  still  paused,  and  could  scarcely  dare  to  place  his 
grasp  upon  the  mighty  object.     At  this  important 
instant  of  indecision  Rameses  reappeared,  as  if  from 
death,  and  gave  a  further  check.     Had  Amenophis 
then  been  the  king,  and  promptly  aided  his  out- 
numbered forces,  Egypt  might  have  been  spared 
long  years  of  suffering;  even  now  her  scale  vibrated, 
when  a  very  aged  Arab  chieftain,  one  exasperated 
against  Egypt,  and  constantly  engaged  in  warfare 
with  the  Meraphians  and  Sosis  from  the  neighbour- 
ing desert,  had  nearly  decided  Salatis  to  commit  his 
army  and  himself  to  all  the  chances  of  war,  by  car- 
rying it  immediately  into  the  Thebaide.    '  Hasten,'' 
he  exclaimed  in  council,  '  hasten  to  proud  Thebes, 
ere  the  panic  felt  throughout  Egypt  from  their  late 
overthrow  is  overcome.     I  know  well  the  sluggish, 
much-enduring  race,  fattening  on  their  slimy  stores, 
dull   and  unvarying  as   their  element/      '  What 
mean  you,  Octan  ?'  Salatis  exclaimed :  '  has  a  being 
on  earth   higher   blessincjs   to  fight   for  than  the 
Egyptian   race?    We  rude    warriors,   belted   and 
mailed,  amid  the  wilds  of  awful  Caucasus  may  well 
pause,  ere  we  dye  our  barren  cliffs  with  blood,  to 
hold  possession ;  but  this  favoured  race,  governed 
by  kings  who  rule  as  fathers,  in  possession  of  all 
Nature's   delights,  surely  here   each   peasant  will 
choose  death  rather  than  submission.'     '  Not  so, 
mighty  Salatis,'  replied  the  keen-eyed  Arab :  '  in 
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these  rocks,  and  Nature's  storms,  ye  have  an  in- 
heritance far  more  precious  than  this  alluring  king- 
dom can  present— strength  of  mind,  vigour  of  body. 
Look  to  the  hills,  they  bask  in  sunshine,  but  they 
lour  in  storms;  and  man,  as  nature,  improves  and 
exjiands  beneath  the  change.     Contemplate  all  the 
sources  of  renown  in  Egypt :  they  are  wonderful 
and  unequalled ;  but  they  all  partake,  nay  even  flow 
from  that  source  which,  in  spreading  abundance, 
overclouds  and   debases   the   intellectual    energy.' 
'  Nay,  Octan,'  severely  smiled  the  Touran  sove- 
reign, '  I  gave  thee  not  credit  for  such  wondrous 
lore.    Methinks  the  hours  of  leisure  well  are  spent 
in  conning  thus  my  future  subjects'  faults;   but 
here  comes  one  can  answer  thee.     Go  on,  while  I 
prepare  the  plan  for  battle.' 

Entering  with   low  obeisance,  as  for  some  in- 
structions, was  seen  a  noble  imposing  form,  whose 
brow  bore  marks  of  deep  reflection,  and  his  eye  a  fire 
subdued,  not  quenched.     Looking  to  the  chief.  Sa- 
lads exclaimed,  without  moving  from  his  occupation, 
*  Thou  art  come  in  time,  in  fitting  time,  to  hear  thy 
late  oppressors  sketched  by  an  Arab  hand.  Bethink 
thee  of  the- past,  and  where  the  lines  are  true,  there 
add  thy  testimony.    Think  me  not  present ;  it  may 
be  long  ere  fortune  offers  me  such  another  lesson.' 
A  deep  suffusion  crimsoned  the  stranger's  cheek,  as 
he  saw  himself  thus  challenged  to  a  subject  of  sucli 
delicacy,  unacquainted  also  with  the  inward  motives 
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of  the  speakers.     Self-poised,  however,  in  the  con- 
trol of  a  highly  gifted  mind,  he  inquired  the  subject 
matter  of  their  conference.    '  Egypt,  coward  cower- 
ing Egypt !'  the  impatient  Arab  exclaimed.     '  Pro- 
pound thy  thoughts,'  the  stranger  mildly  uttered, 
*  for  I  also  boast  some  knowledge  of  her  people, 
and  have  fathomed  her  renown.'  *I  have  urged  our 
sovereign  instantly  to  march  on  Thebes,  and  finish 
thus  the  work  so  well  begun,  and  give  no  pause  for 
thought.'     *  Should  the  warriors'  bravery,'  the  new 
comer  quickly  replied,  '  blind  the  leader  to  such 
danger  as  these  brothers'  junction  might  create? 
The  voice  of  Rameses  breathes  new  life  into  these 
provinces,  and  threatens  fierce  resistance.'  '  Vain  and 
fruitless  all,'  Octan  rejoined:  'if  bold  and  prompt, 
Salatis  as   the  eagle  pounce  upon    his   prey,  the 
Egyptian  king  will  fly,  and  Egypt  will  submit.     En- 
throned upon  her  proud  buildings,  what  avail  these 
earth-burrowing  slaves  now  hiding  amid  the  Nile's 
mazy  windings  ?^  '  You  underrate,  I  fear,  the  means 
of  war  still  in  her  hands,'  the  stranger  urged.   '  Her 
population,  roused  into  action  by  the  peril,  are  in 
bands  repairing  to  the  vast  city  spread  before  us. 
Long  in  captivity,  I  know  its  strength  of  position, 
and  should  su  ppose  its  opulence  and  site,  its  inmates, 
choicest  of  Egypt's  warriors,  were  a  prize  worthy 
the  arms  even  of  Salatis.*    '  Far  richer  prize  were 
Egypt's  throne  and  crown,'  the  Arab  exclaimed.  '  I 
know  her  castes,  her  priestly  laws,  and  military  cus- 
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toms:  they  have  been  framed  for  peace,  luxurious 
ease,  but  not  for  war ;  there  the  Egyptians  cower ; 
partaking  all  the  quiet  sameness  of  their  climate, 
they  feel  no  enthusiasm,  and  are  deadened  to  the 
wild  and  portentous  gleams  of  mental  storms  and 
passions.  When  the  dark  Nile  swells  its  increasing 
waters  over  the  spreading  valley,  they  delve  a 
shelter  in  their  neighbouring  rocks  and  hills ;  whose 
caverns '',  spacious  and  gloomy,  suit  them  and  their 
gods,  and  still  become  favourite  abodes  with  her 
abased,  low-minded  race.  Accustomed  to  look  day 
by  day  to  the  same  shining  sun,  to  swallow  as  the 
seasons  roll  the  fruits  of  nature  without  care,  they 
sink  into  machines,  periodically  fattened  as  the  ox 
their  god.  Now  therefore  take  them  on  their  ful- 
ness ;  worry  them  not  into  suffering,  and  perchance 
courage ;  but  sweep  at  once  upon  their  kingly  rest.' 
'  Bold  are  your  suggestions,  Arab  warrior,  coloured 
to  the  times ;  yet  I  thought  those  wise,  who  framed 
laws  such  as  no  other  nation  knows,  who  shine  in 
arts  no  other  people  practise,  and  build  such  struc- 
tures as  no  other  spot  can  show  '^  or  workmen  emu- 
late.' '  All  true,'  Octan  exclaimed ;  *  but  are  these 
hearts  of  steel  and  souls  of  fire  ?  I  know  the  laws 
guard  well  the  property  of  all ;  that  a  population  so 
immense  draws  forth  riches  infinite ;  these  produce 
her  abundance  ;  food  and  rightful  possession  are  the 
soul  and  marrow  of  her  laws;  and  thus  the  prince 
gives  birth  '^  and  wealth  unto  a  prince,  the  priest 
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unto  a  priest,  soldier  to  soldier,  and  so  on  through 
the  grades  of  all  her  countless  crafts.    What  then  ? 
They  form  the  best  of  slaves,  ready  harnessed  for  the 
yoke,  and  we  will  taste  the  honey  of  these  working- 
bees.'     Fiercely  turning  to  the  stranger, '  Apologist 
for  Egypt,  what  sayest  thou  to  her  gods  ?     By  the 
resplendent  sun  which  sweeps  our  deserts  with  his 
fiery  beams,  I  hold  that  race  besotted  who  can  bow 
thus  to  every  brutish  form  and  noxious,  hateful  rep- 
tile.'   '  Ye  from  the  East,  brave  Arab,'  answered  his 
antagonist,  *  honour  not  the  dazzling  luminary  with 
deeper  homage  than  the  Mizraim  sage  and  peasant. 
If  he  traces  affinities  and  svmbols  in  the  lion,  the 
hawk,  and  mystic  scarabee,  it  is  not  these  forms  as 
such,  but  some  most  wondrous  quality  or   power 
embleming  the  essence  of  that  glorious  orb.     The 
lion  erecting  his  grisly  mane  in  rage,  displays  the 
darting  rays  around  its  mighty  circle ;  the  bright 
pupils  -'^  of  the  eye  mark  the  hawk  an  emblem  of 
its  lustre ;  the  creeping  beetle  moves  to  life  first  of 
the  insects  of  the  Nile  after  the  inundation,  then 
rolling  its  earthy  nidus,  it  shows  the  diurnal  track 
of  the  great  god  of  day.     These,  therefore,  are  not 
brutish  follies ;  they  pluck  a  leaf  from  Nature's  book ; 
and  watching  thus  with  ardour  most  intense,  and 
labour  most  unwearied,  each  minute  trait  in  all  the 
tribes  of  Nature's  works,  while  they  link  their  prac- 
tices, to  eyes  untaught,  as  to  modes  absurd  and 
vain  ;  to  their  deeply  pondering  minds  each  minute 
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gift  becomes  at  once  a  theme  of  wonder  and  of  ap- 
plication.     Thus   from    animals  and   things  most 
trivial  consequences  evolve  themselves  of  wisest  im- 
port, and  they  learn  means  of  moving  things  inani- 
mate, of  tracing  colours,  dyes,  and  compounds,  of 
softening  rocks,  and  sculpturing  hardest  monuments, 
distinguishing  their  name  for  ever.    Nay' — Here  he 
proceeded,  heated  with  the  subject,  to  cast  a  lofty 
look  around,  when  he  saw  the  keen  and  piercing 
gaze  of  Salatis  riveted  steadily  upon  his  form  and 
gestures.    Instantly  sinking  his  voice,  he  continued, 
'  In  the  arts  but  not  in  arms  pre-eminent,  we  will 
cause  their   skill   to  gild   the   mighty  deeds  and 
triumphs  of  the  greater  leader  of  our   avenging 
army.     Myself,  long  detained  in  bonds,  I  hold  a 
large  arrear  to  pay.    Let  not  this  desultory  converse 
lead  me  from  the  tidings  I  hastened  to  present  to 
Salatis.     A  trusty  emissary  of  my  country's  bands 
has  warned  me  of  the  disastrous  fate  following  our 
arms  from  Sabacon ;  our  detachment  to  the  fens  is 
lost ;  and  soon,  if,  led  by  rashness,  we  should  plunge 
into  the  Thebaide,  the  north  in  arms  may  deeply 
avenge  the  debt  of  their  late  loss  !"■ 

Starting  from  his  seat,  Salatis  approached,  fol- 
lowed by  Rhapses  and  Orcus,  two  of  his  chief  ad- 
visers. Fixing  his  regards  on  the  stranger,  he  ex- 
claimed, *  Most  wonderful !  Surely  thou  boldest 
converse  with  the  stars,  whose  ethereal  courses  thou 
so  well  dcscribest.     Whence  else  these  tidings  so 
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fleet,  outstripping  all  my  couriers'  speed  ?    How 
tracest  thou  the  fate  of  the  detachment  ?  Well  I  re- 
call it  went  against  thy  counsel.      That  sign  marks 
thy  appeal  to  keep  thy  name  and  means  concealed 
until  success  shall  seat  me  on  the  Pharaohs'  throne! 
Be  it  so.  Thy  tone  and  bearing  win  my  confidence, 
and  in  this  hour  shall  guide  my  council:  we  will 
forbear  from  Memphis,   and  crush  this  Rameses. 
Be  faithful  as  thou  art  highly  gifted,  and  thy  heart 
shall  have  its  fill ;  but  know  that  snares,  and  woe, 
and  death  track  those  who  brave  my  wrath.    Octan 
and  you  settle  the  Mizraim  claims :  from  both  alike 
they  seem  ripe  for   servitude.     A   state  rich,  not 
strong;   a  people  numerous,   not  powerful;  wise, 
not  brave ; — such  ever  be  my  enemies.   Retire :  to- 
morrow dawn,    ere  light  radiates  its  dusky  hour, 
shall  see  arms  advancing  to  the  ruin  of  this  proud 
city,  and  its  rash  inmates  now  befoi-e  us.' 

Thus  dismissed,  and  leaving  the  pavilion  in  silence 
and  alone,  the  stranger  paced  his  tent  in  deep  emo- 
tion, clasping  his  arms,  as  involuntary  words  mur- 
mured forth  in  profound  abstraction.  *  It  was  an 
awful  crisis,  fearful  trial;  I  and  all  stood  on  the 
brink  of  ruin ;  Memphis,  Thebes,  how  near  the 
edge  of  fate!  Thanks,  great  Osiris,  for  the  thought 
which  turned  the  scale,  delayed  tlie  blow.  Anic- 
nophis,  now  act  but  the  king,  and  Rameses  ami 
Egypt  may  yet  be  preserved.' 
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BOOK  II. 

ARGUMENT. 

Betis,  returning  from  Thebes,  finds  Raraeses  attacked  at 
Memphis. — The  events  of  the  war  at  Bubastis  described. 
— The  description  of  Memphis. — The  course  of  the  Nile 
turned  to  make  a  space  for  its  foundations. — Its  extent 
and  grandeur. — Events  of  the  siege. — A  notice  from  Athor 
by  an  arrow,  of  internal  danger  from  conspirators. — Ba- 
rneses sets  fire  to  the  towers ;  when,  surprised  and  over- 
powered by  a  sudden  assault  of  the  Palli,  he  is  wounded, 
carried  off"  a  prisoner  into  their  camp,  and  Memphis  is  en- 
tered by  storm. 

Meanwhile  Betis,  with  dejected  heart  and  sad- 
dened mien,  leaving  the  sohtary  deserted  halls  of 
mighty  Thebes,  revolved,  as  he  descended  the 
stream,  how  he  should  break  the  distressing  news  of 
its  abandonment,  and  more  especially  the  total  ig- 
norance in  which  he  was  respecting  the  beauteous 
Nitocris.  Her  state  and  the  queen's  was  one  of 
extreme  danger,  as  the  kingdom,  thus  deserted  by 
its  last  resource,  the  Thebaidc  army  and  its  monarch, 
must  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  invader.  To  protract 
the  struggle  would,  he  foresaw,  only  drench  her 
soil  with  Egyptian  blood.    Successful  resistance  was 
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impossible,  and  the  immense  army  of  her  "invaders 
would  no  sooner  learn  the  tidings,  than  they  would 
sweep  onward  as  a  resistless  torrent  to  the  very 
borders  of  Ethiopia.  What  then  would  be  the  fate 
of  the  queen  and  Nitocris  in  any  temporary  refuge  ? 
The  determination  of  exterminating  the  royal  race, 
so  revered  by  the  native  Mizraim,  would  naturally 
be  the  first  wish  of  the  Pallic  monarch. 

Revolving  these  thoughts  with  the  signal  fidelity 
for  which  he  had  long  been  distinguished  by  his 
master,  Betis  was  surprised  by  the  unusual  tumult 
he  noticed  as  he  approached  toward  Memphis. 
When  he  ascended  the  Nile  this  noble  city  had 
worn  a  desolate  and  deserted  appearance ;  but  now, 
long  ere  he  reached  the  walls,  all  spots  adjacent 
appeared  environed  by  tumult,  preparations,  and 
noise.  At  a  considerable  distance  he  was  stopped 
by  guards,  and  questioned ;  but  being  known  as  a 
domestic  of  Rameses,  he  was  instantly  allowed  to 
pass.  All  appeared  eager  and  anxious ;  not  a  mo- 
ment was  given  to  dwell  on  present  scenes;  and 
Betis,  however  inquisitive,  therefore  could  only 
learn  that  here  his  journey  found  a  close ;  that  Ra- 
meses and  his  bands  had  retrograded  hither  from 
Bubastis,  and  that  even  now  in  sight  were  appear- 
ing the  vast  host  of  Salatis.  Betis,  immediately 
hastening  to  the  great  square,  was  received  by  the 
grateful  Pallic  slave  he  had  rescued  from  death, 
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who  gratified  his  eager  curiosity  by  the  detail  of 
events  since  he  left  Bubastis. 

A  most  brilliant  attack  had  been  made  by  the 
Pallic  king,  who,  by  his  rapid  movements,  sent  a 
force  so  superior  up  the  stream,  as  might  arrange 
themselves  along  the  confluence  of  the  river,  and 
surround  the  city  and  the  forces  therein,  where  their 
position  resembled  a  half  moon,  leaving  no  possible 
avenue  of  escape  up  the  Nile,  unless  their  line  was 
forced.     The  day  was  passed  by  Rameses  and  his 
officers  in  making   the  last   preparations  for  sur- 
rendering their  lives  dearly  to  the  foe,  when  Ra- 
meses, as  a  forlorn  effort,  observing  that  Salatis  had 
left  the  shores  opposite  Bubastis  unprotected,  be- 
cause lying  in  the  rear  of  all  his  army,  which  me- 
naced the  Egyptians,  and  blocked  up  their  retreat, 
sent  secretly  forward  a  faithful  detachment  of  horse 
with  cymbals  and  trumpets,  upon  the  first  break  of 
day  to  spread  themselves  along  the  enemy's  camp, 
under  the  cover  of  the  sand  hills ;  then  to  gallop 
along  the  banks,  bearing  the  alarm  of  war  through- 
out the  extended  line,  as  if  an  immediate  attack 
was  proceeding  thence  upon  the  centre  of  Salatis's 
position,  the  spot  which  he  chose  for  his  own  pa- 
vilion, as  near  the  batde,  yet  in  security  in  the  rear 
of  t!ie  vast  host.     These  arrangements  directed,  all 
the  forces  of  Rameses  and  Myris  were  embarked, 
and  prepared  to  make  a  desperate  charge  upon  the 
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hostile  line  in  front  the  instant  they  should  weaken 
their  position,  under  an  impression  of  their  sove- 
reign's dano;er. 

The  day  slowly  broke,  and  while  its  gray  tints 
overspread  the  sky,  the  cavalry  of  Rameses,  most 
admirably  fulfilling  his  instructions,  spread  such  an 
alarm  around  the  rear,  where  Salatis  and  his  ge- 
nerals had  encamped  as  conceiving  themselves  secure 
from  all  assault,  that  an  universal  consternation  ran 
through  their  tents,  and  instant  orders  were  issued 
to  draw  off  a  large  portion  of  their  armament,  to 
withstand,  as  they  considered,  a  daring  effort  of  the 
whole  forces  of  Rameses,  to  break  through  their 
posts,  and  take  a  last  revenge.     No  sooner  Avere 
the  enemy's  vessels  proceeding  on  their  course,  than 
Rameses  led  forward  his  compact  and  dense  line  of 
ships,  their  sides  crowded  with  rowers,  straining 
every  nerve.     The  whole  Egyptian  fleet  fell  upon 
the  adverse  forces,  and  broke  a  clear  passage  through 
their  thinned  and  weakened  line,  dealing  destruction 
on  all  within  its  reach.     The  galley  of  Rameses  was 
pre-eminent,   himself  piercing   with    his    resistless 
shafts  the  hostile  Palli,  who  took  their  aim  at  his 
daring  figure.     Soon  the   skilful   Salatis  saw  the 
snare  laid  for  him,  and  directed  the  prompt  return 
of  his  squadrons ;  but  the  blow  was  given,  the  river 
already  forced,  and  Rameses  beyond  his  present 
power,  having  so  injured  the  vessels  nearest  him, 
that  he  was  safe  from  immediate  pursuit.     No  ob- 
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ject  of  personal  danger  could  influence  the  brave 
iiero  to  leave  the  stream,  ere  he  had  been  rejoined 
by  the  detachment  that  had  rendered  him  such  use- 
ful service;  with  his  fleet  therefore  keeping  the 
channel  open,  he  speedily  welcomed  the  two  barges 
that  brought  the  absent  warriors ;  when  with  joyful 
haste  spreading  their  sails,  and  taking  to  their  oars, 
after  repelling  every  hostile  attack  with  tenfold  in- 
jury, Rameses  withdrew  his  faithful  troops  from 
certain  destruction.  Salatis  could  not  help  ad- 
miring, although  in  an  enemy,  the  sagacity  which 
deprived  him  of  his  prey ;  and  sensible  of  the  skill 
and  energy  exhibited  by  this  new  trait  of  Rameses, 
and  his  excellent  yet  rapid  judgment,  he  resolved 
upon  bringing  into  operation  his  entire  force,  and 
following  without  an  hour's  pause  a  foe  so  dan- 
gerous, and  so  qualified  to  disturb  his  schemes. 
]\Iuch  he  raged  at  seeing  his  views  of  seizing  the 
Egyptian  capitals  frustrated :  INIemphis  therefore 
was  the  point  where  evidently  the  last  stake  was  to 
be  played  for  in  this  great  game  ;  the  consequences 
of  which  were  nothing  less  than  the  royal  crown 
and  conquest  of  Egypt.  Proportionate  to  this  vast 
prize  were  all  the  efforts  made. 

Memphis,  from  its  immense  extent,  required  an 
army  of  great  force  merely  to  garrison  it ;  but  the  in- 
adequacy of  Rameses  to  protect  it  by  numbers  was 
in  some  measure  compensated  by  the  entire  devotion 
and  love  of  his  attached  and  faithful  Memphians; 
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who,  impressed  with  the  highest  veneration  for  his 
person,  since  their  rescue  from  the  sedition  by  his 
energy,  in  every  revolving  period  had  united  them- 
selves most  ardently  to  his  person  and  his  govern- 
ment, which,  marked  by  honour,  mildness,  and  be- 
nevolence, attached  all  implicitly  to  his  rule.  Who 
shall  describe  the  glorious  city  now  standing  on  the 
brink  of  fate,  collecting  Avithin  its  walls  the  destinies 
of  an  illustrious  and  most  ancient  kingdom"^;  a 
mighty  capital,  extending  to  the  vast  circuit  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  stadia,  and  embracing  within  its 
ample  range  almost  a  nation's  population ! 

In  the  annals  of  Egyptian  history,  a  monarch 
harassed  by  the  rival  thi-ones  of  Elephantine  sove- 
reigns, resolved  on  founding  here  a  city,  which,  di- 
viding Mizraim  midway  from  its  Ethiopian  frontier 
to  the  ocean,  should  command  the  Nile  through  its 
course:  hence  arose  this  great  metropolis.  The 
Nile  then  flowed  along  the  base  of  the  vast  rocky 
barrier  of  the  Libyan  chain,  Avhen  Menes,  erecting 
a  mound "-  toward  the  south,  divided  the  stream  by 
its  surprising  structure,  surpassing  in  wonderful 
magnitude  the  vast  pyramids.  The  noble  river, 
thus  diverted  in  its  stream,  took  the  circuitous 
channel  now  pursued  by  its  bending  course,  and  in 
its  deep  and  yawning  bed  the  royal  architect  laid 
the  foundations  of  his  city:  a  channel  of  the  an- 
cient Nile,  still  following  its  primitive  line,  reduced 
to  narrow  limits,  flowed  through  the  Bahcira  canal 
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into  the  Canopic  branch,  surrounding  the  immense 
city,  and  filling   tlie  vast  trench   and  canal   dug 
around    its    circuit.      Thus   great   Memphis  wat 
founded  and  adorned  upon  the  waters  of  the  stream, 
spreading  along  the  Nile,  and  keeping  open  its  com- 
munications  with  the  great  Libyan  chain  by  nu- 
merous bridges.  The  part  called  the  White  Quarter, 
adjoining  to  the  canal,  was  usually  occupied  by  the 
military  forces:  the  garrison  for  the  city,  in  times 
of  danger,  required  a  numerous  army  to  furnish 
ample  guards  for  all  its  vast  circumference.     Thus 
surrounded  by  the  Nile,  and  fortified  by  massive 
towering  walls,  Memphis  controlled  all  the  shipping 
that  sailed  up  its  stream :  and  bordering  its  waters 
by  the  most  stately  palaces,  it  equally  adorned  and 
guarded  its  course.   Whoever  viewed  the  luxurious 
splendour  of  its  streets  would  deem  it  fitting  to  rival 
Thebes ;  even  in  its  foundations  in  the  bed  of  the 
Nile -3  maintaining  a  struggle  with  nature,  and  turn- 
ing the  course  of  mighty  streams,  which  became  the 
glory  and  the  strength  of  Memphis,  and  also  made  its 
danger ;  for  the  protecting  mound  once  withdrawn, 
Nature  would  claim  her  domain  again,  and  the  sands 
and  rushing  waters  cover  her  shining  grandeur.  Now 
she  rose  in  ample  size  and  strength,  the  bulwark 
and  ruler  over  the  whole  of  Lower  Egypt.     The 
stream  of  the  Nile,  met  by  the  mound,  was  turned 
off  in  a  converging  circuit  to  the  east,  while  an  arm 
of  its  waters  flowed  straight  forward  through  a  deep 
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canal,  guarding  the  walls  along  the  whole  extent  of 
the  western  side,  still  further  protected  by  the  Li- 
byan mounds.    On  the  southern  point  the  Dashour 
Pyramid  marked  the  important  bulwark  which  se- 
cured Memphis  from  the  Nile  ;  and  on  the  northern 
side  the  waters  again  approximating,  formed  lakes, 
subsidiary  to  the  great  inland  sea  of  Meris.    Imme- 
diately in  sight  towered  the  three  great  pyramids, 
the  proofs  of  former  slavery  and  sufferings  of  the 
Mizraim   people,   now    with   their   enormous   size 
adorning  the  scene,  which  on  every  side  was  covered 
by  numerous   similar,   but  less   stupendous  piles. 
Within  the  walls  the  streets  diverged  in  radii  to  a 
great  central  square,  while  gardens   and  verdant 
groves  were  spread   around,   with   all  that  could 
dazzle,  gratify,  and  amaze  the  sight.    The  paternal 
palace  of  Sosis  stood  apart  toward  the  south,  reach- 
ing to  the  stream  admitted  from  the  Nile,  and  within 
the  sound  of  its  waters ;  and  in  times  of  peace  ajid 
safety  leading  by  quays  downward  to  the  paretit 
stream.  All  now  was  strictly  garrisoned  and  closely 
shut ;  the  gates,  by  order  of  Rameses,  were  reduced 
to  four  principal   avenues,   and  the    smaller  ones 
walled  up,  to  save  his  troops  the  labours  of  protecting 
so  large  a  city.     The  centre  square  contained  great 
Vulcan's  "*  temple,  the  object  of  particular  venera- 
tion, adorned  superbly  by  successive  sovereigns,  each 
endeavouring  to  outvie  their  predecessor's  bounty. 
Egypt,  amid  her  many  vvorks  of  grandeur,  here 
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surpassed  her  usual  scale  of  greatness.  The  porticos 
on  every  side  towered  as  pillared  forests.  Here  stood 
the  colossi  of  Pthah  and  When,  forty  cubits  high, 
sculptured  from  one  block  of  blood-red  granite  ;''so 
compact  and  hard  its  texture,  that  time  in  his  flight  of 
centuries  turns  from  the  marble  mass,  and  leaves  its 
sanguine  tinge  and  precious  sculptures  as  fresh  as  at 
the  moment  it  first  bore  the  graver's  tools.    Within 
this  temple  stood  the  sanctuary  of  Pthah,  of  one 
single    unparalleled   block    of   green    basalt,   nine 
cubits  in  height,  eight  in  width    and  length:    it 
formed  an  inner  sacellum^^,  showing  the  sculptor's 
power,  being  scooped  from  its  solid  mass,  smooth 
and  polished  as  a  mirror,  and  sculptured  throughout 
in  hieroglyphic  symbols  of  rare  beauty ;  the  golden 
winged  ball,  and  stars,  and  spheres,  shine  on  its 
inmost  recess,  while  its  sides  show  the  sacrificial 
animals  and  priests.    Here  the  monarch's  sacerdotal 
vestments  are  preserved,  and  the  temple  daily  opens 
to  great  Apis  and  his  train,  who  is  led  hither  from 
liis^  neighbouring  stalls,  where  he  is  guarded  and 
maintained  with  the  greatest  reverence.    The  adjoin- 
ing temple  of  Osiris  adorns  also  the  square,  having 
a  shrine  enriched  with  the  sculptured  frieze  and 
cornice  of  Ubaeus  and  the  supreme  winged  symbol. 
The  royal  palace  closely  adjoins ;  where  two  lions  26 
faced  the  porticos,  sculptured  in  so  true  a  mould  to 
impart  nature's  grandeur,  that  their  aspects  inspired 
terror,  and  their  colossal  masses  wore  the  fire  and 
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native  majesty  of  the  king  of  animals,  the  image  of 
Osiris.  Such  were  the  magnificent  buildings  in  part 
adorning  this  royal  capital :  and  thus  seated  upon  the 
Nile,  whose  bed  was  made  subservient  to  her  mighty 
foundations,  surrounded  by  its  streams,  forming 
the  heart  and  centre  of  the  kingdom  ;  enriched  by 
all  that  the  wisdom,  exhaustless  treasures,  and 
mighty  power  Egypt's  monarchs  could  command  ; 
Memphis  became  flourishing  in  wealth  and  arts, 
the  natural  river  being  led  into  various  channels, 
canals,  and  lakes,  to  give  it  room  and  strength,  and 
obedient  streams  of  water  arising  to  place  safety  and 
abundance  at  her  control.  Thus  flourished  Mem- 
phis, queen  of  cities,  when  her  attachment  to  the 
gallant  hero  Rameses  and  his  heroic  daring  in- 
duced her  singly  to  resist  the  storm,  to  face  that 
attack  which  had  already  swept  before  it  the 
strength  and  flower  of  Egypt,  and  from  whose  might 
her  monarch  had  also  fled  into  the  distant  Ethiopian 
lands. 

Rameses  and  Myris,  with  all  the  relics  of  the 
royal  host,  were  busied  each  hour  in  preparation, 
and  having  drawn  together  the  garrisons  from 
the  Delta,  now  entirely  abandoned  to  the  Palli, 
were  thus  enabled  to  supply  a  force  sufficiently 
strong  to  man  the  walls;  and  soon  they  saw 
the  value  and  necessity  of  their  labours,  as 
they  beheld  the  enemy  draw  around  the  distant 
horizon,  and  manifest  their  vast  strength  and  num- 
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bers,  by  occupying  at  the  same  movement  both  the 
eastern  and  the  western  branches  of  the  Nile.  Near 
the  royal  palace  stood  a  citadel,  whose  parapet  walls 
arose  three  stages,  while  in  the  centre  was  a  high 
square  tower :  here  Rameses  ordered  his  sign  to  be 
erected.  It  was  a  lotos  flower  capsule "",  of  bronze 
gilded,  of  magnitude  enormous,  so  as  to  be  descried 
in  the  sun's  rays  throughout  the  great  extent  of 
Memphis.  The  immense  swelhng  flower  was 
pierced  by  four  arrows,  typifying  Egypt  in  the 
flowering  bud,  as  unhurt  in  heart  even  when  pierced 
by  hostile  shafts.  From  this  great  height  his  eagle 
ken  could  pierce  the  distant  horizon  around,  watch 
every  hostile  fraud,  and  see  the  city  open  and  de- 
veloped to  his  eye.  Waiting  his  commands  were  a 
band  of  ardent  youth,  mostly  Memphians,  enrolled 
as  a  guard  attendant  on  his  person,  and  pressing 
forward  voluntarily  to  serve  him.  Amid  them, 
none  could  match  the  grateful  Ethiopian,  except 
the  Taricheutes  Phares,  who  attached  to  Rameses 
for  his  preservation,  was  still  more  strongly  so  for  his 
virtues.  In  the  very  instant  of  these  events  and 
labours,  Betis  returned  dejected  and  desponding, 
bearing  the  alarming  fact  of  the  king's  flight :  as  he 
communicated  his  sad  news,  although  rumours  had 
awakened  all  thedread  andanxietyofRameses,yethe 
heard  with  deepest  anguish  of  the  hasty  and  dreadful 
step  of  Amenophis.  Full  well  he  saw  the  inevitable 
ruin  wherein  it  must  involve  him,  and  the  abyss 
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(however  tardy  its  ajiproach)  which  thus  was  yawning 
for  them  all.  The  increased  dangers  also  and  disap- 
pearance of  Nitocris  and  the  queen  filled  him  with 
affright:  but  fate  was  opening  such  a  volume  of 
woes,  so  many  were  the  ties  which  knit  the  de- 
stinies of  Memphis  with  his  existence,  thatRameses 
had  not  the  selfishness  to  think  of  his  own  cause, 
amid  the  trembling  horrors  of  so  many  exposed 
hourly  to  the  rage  of  a  merciless  enemy. 

It  needed  now  all  his  tried  courage,  when  hem- 
med in  on  all  sides,  baited  to  the  last  fatal  encounter, 
to  decide  between  a  choice  of  evils,  for  such  was  ail 
the  alternative  left;  but  nevertheless,  the  path  where 
honour  shone  was  still  his  only  aim,  for  to  suffer  or 
to  prosper  are  not  within  our  choice,  but  to  deserve 
to  prosper  is  among  the  first  and  earnest  hopes  of 
him  who  seeks  the  path  of  virtue.  With  Betis  he 
held  converse  on  the  past  eventful  days  since  his 
departure.  'How  swiftly,  faithful  Betis,'  he  placidly 
although  dejectedly  said,  '  how  swiftly  change  the 
hues  and  colours  of  man's  fate  !  Mine  I  deem  from 
various  portents  will  be  a  brief  and  stormy  course ; 
yet,  until  your  painful  tidings,  I  had  nourished 
hope's  brightest  visions,  that  are  now  for  ever  fled.' 
— '  Whence,  ray  beloved  master,  comes  this  total 
change  ?  Although  Amenophis  and  his  coward  pur- 
pose was  unknown,  it  could  not  be  unforeseen.' — 
*  True,  Betis,  too  justly  I  feared  him  at  the  last,  if 
storms  drove  on  and  peril  threatened ;  but,  with 
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the  army  I  left  on  the  Mtmnonian  plain,  to  aban- 
don without  a  blow  cities  such  as  this,  which  fully 
guarded  would  abide  the  fiercest  chafing  of  the 
hostile  wave ; — to  leave  his  kingdom  and  his  throne ! 
My  heart  is  wrung  with  bitterness  to  think  what  is, 
and  what  might  be  !  A  few  hours  past,  begirt  with 
foes,  hemmed  in  at  Bubastis,  I  thought  the  king- 
dom (if  once  I  sat  my  foot  on  Memphian  dust) 
must  be  preserved :  now  my  jx)or  faithful  citizens 
fly  to  their  arms,  only  at  last  to  furnish  forth  a 
nobler  quarry  for  the  shafts  of  death  !  Oh  what  a 
glorious  chance !  The  firm  energy  and  collected 
powers  of  one  devoted  being,  of  Athor,  almost  ar- 
rested fate,  attracted  to  the  impassive  rocks  the 
brooding  storm,  and  gave  our  Mizraim  time  to 
breathe,  and  myself  to  seize  this  noble  place  of 
strength. — Vain  the  effort :  here  we  must  fall,  but 
not  ingloriously :  the  hostile  foe  shall  win  our  city 
with  their  blood.  You,  my  faithful  servant,  take  the 
western  line,  the  important  gate  facing  to  the  Libyan 
hills,  even  the  chain  under  which  Memphis  stands, 
its  ridge  justly  called  ^  Psammi-us,  fortitude — a  title 
the  due  meed  to  all  our  noble  district,  renowned  for 
fealty  and  attachment  to  our  royal  Pharaohs.  Watch 
vigilantly  there,  and  any  individual  seeking  entrance 
with  Psammi-us  as  the  word  guard  carefully,  and 
forward  to  my  presence.  Faithful  servant,  may 
Osiris  guard  thy  valued  life  for  me  and  for  my  much 
indebted  land!' 
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AVherever  danger  seemed  to  press,  Rameses  en- 
countered its  a];proacli.  Although  his  numbers  ^9 
inadequately  guarded  such  a  vast  extent,  yet  ac- 
tivity, enterprise,  and  daring  valour,  made  up  all : 
he  was  adored  among  his  followers,  and  was  the  soul 
of  every  effort :  but  despite  of  all,  the  city  became 
more  and  more  straitened  as  the  almost  countless 
force  of  the  Pallic  warriors  accumulated  beneath  the 
walls.  It  would  seem  that  the  enemy  had  knowledge 
of  some  communication  kept  up  with  their  host,  the 
guard  spread  so  rapidly  and  closely  round  :  all  in- 
deed became  overlooked  and  scrutinized  with  jealous 
vigilance.  Notwithstanding  Betis  kept  the  strictest 
watch,  no  call  or  challenge  came,  and  Rameses  seemed 
much  depressed,  when  one  night,  straight  from  the 
neighbouring  height,  an  arrow  trailed  its  luminous 
length  in  air,  and  fell  into  the  city  close  to  where 
Betis  watched.  To  his  keen  observant  eye  it  seemed 
a  portent,  and  soon  was  found  and  placed  within 
his  hands :  it  was  a  heavy  barbed  dart  of  darkest 
wood,  strong  and  full  feathered,  which  were  touched 
with  liquid  phosphorus,  giving  a  lambent  light. 
Closely  attached  within  the  slit  appeared  a  scroll 
of  hieroglyphics,  headed  by  the  watch-word  '  Psam- 
mius ;'  seeing  which,  Betis  bore  it  swiftly  to  his 
lord.  Whatever  its  contents,  they  deeply  moved 
him,  yet  seemed  to  roll  part  of  the  cloud  from  his 
brow. 

The  scroll  disj)layed  a  panther  surrounded  by  the 
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hunters,  who  on  every  side  prepare  to  pierce  him, 
but  are  daunted  from  the  attack  by  h's  formidable 
teeth  and  claws.  The  hunt  is  seen,  the  noble  beast  at 
bay :  in  a  forest,  nets  are  seen  spread,  but  not  un- 
noticed by  the  noble  panther's  flaming  eye.  Towers  in 
the  distance  are  perceived,  as  if  the  hunters,  fearful 
of  the  attack,  will  seek  to  overwhelm  him  by  their 
weight ;  but  one  appears  in  flames,  threatening  the 
whole  with  danger.     Amid  the  trees,  hunters  also 
are    seen   dressing   themselves   in  panthers'  skins, 
thinking  to  surprise  the  royal  beast  guised  in  his 
form,  and  one  figure,  more  lofty  than  the  others,  and 
unarmed,  seems  pointing  to  a  distant  city,  and  turn- 
ing with  deep  feeling  from  the  scene.     Such  were 
the  ideal  characters  contemplated  with  strong  interest 
by  Rameses,  as  if  his  fate  was  couched  beneath  their 
meaning,  as  soon  starting  from  his  reverie,  he  waved 
to  Betis  instantly  to  hasten  Myris  to  his  presence. 
His   devoted  friend  soon   entered,  and  with  Ra- 
meses  contemplated   the   important   scroll.      The 
panther  he  saw  portrayed   himself  and  his   bold 
resistance  paralysing  their  arms.     The  towers  de- 
scribed their  present  council  of  attack,  with   the 
best  means  of  their  protection.     Treason  he  saw 
threatened   them    in  some  shape,  mixed  with  the 
citizens :  but  chiefly  he  reflected  and  mused  on  the 
probable  events  which,  as  he  clearly  saw,  compelled 
Athor,his  beloved  friend,  to  leave  his  fortunes  at  this 
most  awful  crisis.  Long  himself  and  Myris  consulted 
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on  the  presage,  and  the  best  means  of  meeting  their 
approaching  dangers. 

The  enenij's  host  encamped  around,  numerous 
as  the  zimb  or  hornet  race  in  parts  of  Arabia,  whose 
countless  myriads  depopulate  and  make  a  solitude 
of  every  spot  they  plague.  Around  the  Libyan 
chain  their  camps  arose,  and  also  around  the  north- 
ern walls  they  spread  their  endless  tents  ;  while  on 
every  side  their  precautions  guard  against  surprise, 
and  on  the  opposite  banks  numerous  detachments 
had  enough  to  call  their  labours  forth,  to  furnish  the 
subsistence  of  this  mighty  armament.  From  the 
tower  of  Rameses  it  was  a  thrilling  yet  attractive 
sight  to  watch  the  horizon  round,  as  far  as  eye 
could  reach,  gleaming  with  arms. 

Days  and  weeks  passed  on,  and  Rameses,  still 
closely  pressed  within  the  walls  of  Memphis, 
maintained  a  noble  and  most  powerful  defence 
against  the  warring  host  around.  Every  effort 
which  knowledge,  valour,  and  science  could  adopt^ 
had  successively  been  tried,  and  tried  in  vain. 
The  walls  of  ponderous  size  were  battered  to  the 
dust,  and  still  inner  and  newer  walls  arose,  which 
bade  defiance  to  the  invaders'  arms.  In  every  peril 
foremost,  sharing  every  labour,  brave  Rameses  sus- 
tained fatigues  almost  beyond  the  power  of  human 
nature  to  endure;  thus  the  city  still  resisted,  and  the 
strength,  great  and  gigantic  as  it  was,  of  Salatis, 
was  paralysed  beneath  this  effort  of  valour.  Oh  had 
but  Amenophis  felt  a  spark  of  that  bright  flame 
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to  save  his  croAvn  which  Rameses  displayed  for 
Egypt's  sake,  the  invading  army,  great  as  was  its 
force,  could  never  have  effected  the  conquest  of  its 
strength ;  Memphis  would  have  buried  them  be- 
neath its  walls :  but  thus  left  alone,  without  any 
aid  or  reinforcements  to  contend  Avith  the  elated 
foe,  those  noble  opportunities  of  deliverance  which 
the  length  and  nature  of  the  siege  afforded  were 
utterly  relinquished  and  lost,  through  the  pusillani- 
mous abandonment  of  the  kingdom. 

Struck  with  its  beauty  and  noble  position, 
and  highly  desirous  of  sparing  Memphis  for  the 
seat  of  his  power,  Salatis  had  forborne  from  bat- 
tering the  massive  walls  with  his  full  strength ; 
but  at  length,  enraged  at  the  obstinate  and  suc- 
cessful resistance  of  Rameses,  and  aware  of  the 
consequences,  should  he  not  succeed  in  subduing 
the  city,  Salatis  directed  all  his  efforts  to  raze  the 
battlements  to  their  foundations.  Knowincj  also 
that  the  city  still  contained  a  considerable  number 
of  the  Pallic  inhabitants,  who  kept  alive  their  attach- 
ment to  their  countrymen,  and  would  gladly  concur 
in  any  assistance  of  his  views,  Salatis  had  fostered 
a  plan,  which  was,  to  admit  a  part  of  his  army 
within  the  walls,  through  the  main  gate  near  the 
southern  quarter,  while  he  engaged  the  whole  at- 
tention of  the  besieged  by  a  violent  attack  from  the 
north.  At  this  point  was  the  station  of  Rameses 
fixed,  as  it  faced  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  and 
the  tents  of  Salatis,  and  was  also  the  principal  point 
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of  their  a«;saults.  The  attempt  at  surprise  was  con- 
trived to  take  place  under  the  cover  of  introducing 
provisions  into  the  city,  now  beginning  to  be 
straitened  from  the  immense  muhltudes  of  the  ci- 
tizens and  garrison.  Through  the  gate  itseh'many 
a  successful  predatory  attack  had  taken  place  upon 
the  flocks  and  stores  which  often  passed  its  range 
for  the  quarters  of  Salatls,  and  which  had  latterly 
been  strictly  guarded  by  the  enemy ;  but  under  the 
prospect  of  a  successful  stratagem,  these  precautions 
were  not  only  neglected,  but  baits  of  cattle  were  left 
open  to  the  citizens'  attempts,  by  which  means  the 
guards,  accustomed  to  tlie  sight,  made  no  difficulty 
of  admitting  these  predatory  bands.  Now  the  ob- 
servant eye  of  Betis,  who  had  taken  charge  of  this 
quarter,  saw  some  evil,  without  exactly  apprehending 
the  whole  extent ;  and  on  the  evening  wherein  the 
assault  was  to  be  made,  having  secret  intimations 
from  Rameses  of  an  attempt  on  his  part  on  the 
engines  and  lines  of  the  besiegers,  Betis  redoubled 
his  watchfulness  without  displaying  any  suspicion. 
ThePallic  conspirators  had  agreed  on  a  given  signal, 
which  was  by  one  of  them  ascending  a  tomb  with- 
out the  gate ;  that  the  advanced  parties,  preceded 
by  captive  cattle  and  herds,  should  then  draw  near 
the  walls  disguised  as  countrymen ;  the  passage 
blocked  up  by  cattle,  themselves  within  would  as- 
sist in  overpowering  the  guards  and  throwing  open 
the  gates;  and  this  first  success  attained,  large  fires 
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from  the  ramjiarts  were  to  excite  the  assailants 
on  the  opposite  quarter  to  commence  their  attack 
with  redoubled  violence. 

While  this  expected  work  of  blood  engaged  the 
discontented  Palli,  Ramescs,  on  the  north,  prepared, 
by  one  bold  and  daring  effort,  to  check  the  terrific 
advance  of  numerous  machines  and  storming  pre- 
parations of  the  enemy,  toward  the  walls,  now  be- 
ginning to  crumble  beneath  the  thundering  strokes 
of  the  battering-rams  and  towers.  These  vast  ma- 
chines had  been  constructed  with  infinite  labour  by 
Salatis,  and  now,  by  his  directions,  were  arranged 
in  front  of  the  menaced  walls.  They  were  already 
crowded  with  archers,  headed  by  the  bold  and  vin- 
dictive Octan.  The  day  had  been  hot  and  sultry,  and 
its  intense  pressure  overpowered  alike  the  besiegers 
and  besieged :  fainting  under  its  heat,  they  lined 
their  opposing  range  of  towers,  awaiting  some  abate- 
ment of  the  fiery  atmosphere,  to  commence  the 
deadly  struggle.  Although  suffering  most  dread- 
fully likewise  from  the  glowing  sky,  yet  Rameses 
had  carefully  sheltered  his  troops  under  the  sliadow 
of  the  huge  walls.  The  season  so  sultry, — the  ma-- 
chines  partly  of  wood  and  vast  ligatures  of  papyrus, 
made  more  combustible  by  the  fervour  of  the  day, 
— suggested,  in  addition  to  his  projected  sally,  the 
resolution,  grounded  on  his  mysterious  warning,  of 
attempting  to  set  fire  to  the  whole  range  of  the  threat- 
ening towers;  and  with  provident  care,  the  adjacent 
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houses  and  walls  were  supplied  with  every  bituminous 
preparation  of  balls  and  torches  of  fire.     At  this 
time,  Salatis  with  his  chosen  warriors,  shaded  from 
the  ravs  of  the  sun,  encamped  around  their  towers ; 
when  signs  of  direful  omen  announced  an  approach- 
ing blast,  or  hot  wind  from  the  desert.     A  dim 
violet  hue  hovered  over  the  horizon, — the  sun  seemed 
shrouded   in  a  dark   and   murky   cloud, — the   air 
grew  thick  and  blasting,  driving  along  clouds  of  im- 
palpable sand, — and  the  wind  blew  with  tremendous 
violence.     The  deadly  cloud  and  storm  swept  be- 
fore its  noxious   force  all  that  withstood  its  pro- 
gress; the  very  air  was  filled  with  flame,  and  blew 
fiei'cely,  withering  the  powers  of  man  and  beast. 
The  troops  exposed  to  its  strength  narrowly  escaped 
instant    death,    by   throwing   themselves    on    the 
earth,  and  remaining  motionless  until  its  horrors 
were  overpast ;    while  the  cattle,  by  their  piteous 
cries  and  noises,  declared  their  horror  of  its  dan- 
gerous approach.     The  wind,  yet  raging  with  tre- 
mendous violence,  rocked  the  towers  and  machines 
with  its  fury;  no  aid  could  then  be  spared,  all  suf- 
fering so  dreadfully  from  the  storm.     The  tempest 
raged  thus  violently  for  some  minutes,  but  soon 
subsiding,  ere  the  shock  itself  was  over,  was  suc- 
ceeded by  another  storm,  impetuous  as  the  whirl- 
wind, and  more  dangerous  than  the  Kamsin's  fury ; 
for  Rameses  having  guarded  his  troops  from  its 
first  violence  by  the  covert  of  tlie  streets  and  houses, 
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now  in  the  meridian  day,  exhorting  his  bands  to 
arm  themselves  with  missile  weapons,  with  blazing 
torches,  and  balls  of  fire,  they  yjoured  upon  the 
fainting  enemy,  still  feeble  and  inert  from  the 
sweeping  whirlwind,  and  ere  they  had  the  least 
means  of  averting  the  ruin,  the  vast  piles  around 
were  enveloped  in  flames.  The  terrible  blast  of  the 
desert  had  rent  open  their  enormous  beams ;  the 
fiery  heat  had  split  even  their  solid  rafters,  thereby 
become  dried  up  and  inflammable;  and  thus  the 
shower  of  ignited  fire  and  streaming  pitch  found 
ready  access  into  all  the  yawning  pores  and  fissures 
of  the  wood,  which  blazed  with  furious  rapidity. 
The  wind  yet  blew  at  intervals  with  violence,  car- 
rvinjj  the  conflaijration  with  resistless  force  far  and 
wide.  Volumes  of  dense  smoke  and  scorching  heat 
soon  rolled  toward  the  bands  of  Salatis,  overwhelm- 
ing their  senses,  and  precluding  all  sight  of  their 
foes,  or  means  of  approaching  to  the  burning 
machines,  in  full  conflagration,  and  the  volume  of 
aspiring  fire  rose  far  above  the  bulwarks  with  thick 
darkening  smoke.  Death  in  its  most  horrid  shape, 
clad  in  the  dread  vengeance  of  the  destroyer, 
awaited  the  wretched  inmates  of  the  gigantic  struc- 
tures :  if  they  hastened  forth,  they  perished  by  the 
hostile  swords  of  the  Egyptian  bands ;  and  within 
the  flames  raged  with  inexpressible  fury,  while 
smoke,  sparkles  of  fire,  and  darkness,  rolled  with  the 
wind  over  the  invaders'  army. 
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Rameses  with  his  followers  were  able  to  see  their 
combatants  and  direct  their  arrows,  as  well  as  feed 
the  flames,  while  in  vain  was  every  attempt  made  that 
desperate  valour  could  adopt,  by  the  Pallic  leaders. 
The  hostile  towers  were  consumed  even  to  their 
foundations,  and  the  very  metal  heads  of  the  cata- 
pults and  battering-rams  melted  in  the  fervent 
heat  of  the  glowing  ashes,  so  that  their  wreck  and 
annihilation  was  total. 

While  this  scene  was  opening,  in  the  north,  on 
the  part  of  the  intended  treason,  disappointment 
equally  lowered  on  the  enemy's  plans,  through  the 
unintentional  agency  of  an  aged  citizen,  who  de- 
scrying signs  of  the  approaching  awful  visitant,  and 
anxious  for  the  return  of  a  favourite  son,  one  of 
the  expected  bands,  urged  by  his  fears,  secretly  stole 
forth  to  reconnoitre;  and  placing  himself  in  his 
mantle  on  the  tomb,  he  gazed  around  in  vain  for  the 
returning  foragers.  The  storm  raged  on,  and  in 
dismay  he  returned  into  the  city ;  but  the  troops 
who  were  without,  awaiting  their  opportunity  in 
ambush,  seeing  as  they  conceived  the  signal  given 
and  the  hour  arrived,  immediately  rushed  toward 
the  walls,  but  being  before  their  time,  the}-  found 
the  gate  shut  and  closely  guarded,  and  Betis  on  the 
Avails  ready  with  archers  to  j)our  destruction  on 
their  retreat.  Meanwhile,  the  Pallic  conspirators 
within,  ignorant  of  all  that  passed,  assembling 
together  toward  the  gate,  were  speedily  disarmed, 
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and  put  to  instant  death.  Thus  was  unexpectedly 
turned  the  chance  of  the  war,  and,  inspired  by  these 
incidents,  fresh  hopes  filled  the  soul  of  the  un- 
daunted defender  of  great  Memphis.  But  one 
fatal  accident  undid  his  wisest  councils, — one  un- 
fortunate hour  decided  his  fate ;  and  thus  it  is  with 
human  things.  We  plume  ourselves  with  hope, 
that  our  well  laid  plans  are  out  of  the  reach  of 
chance;  our  wise  contrivance  skilfully  fits  and  acts, 
and  fastens  closely  all  but  one  little  link,  which  in 
the  chain  of  circumstance  eludes  our  grasp,  defeats 
our  laboured  efforts,  mocks  all  our  hopes,  and  leads 
to  combinations  so  overpowering,  as  in  one  moment 
places  us  in  the  power  of  all  we  dreaded  most,  and 
by  a  mode  entirely  unforeseen. 

The  day  succeeding  these  successful  efforts  of 
the  brave  Memphians  was  passed  in  joyous  revelry 
and  gratulations,  as  well  as  in  repairing,  as  far  as 
their  means  extended,  all  the  defaced  and  battered 
fragments  of  their  walls.  Myris,  conjoined  with 
his  beloved  friend,  resolved  to  commence  together 
the  ensuing  morn  an  enlarged  plan  of  defence, 
masking  and  powerfully  guarding  the  present  open 
breach,  as  the  ruinous  and  smoking  fragments  of 
the  towers,  and  all  the  dreadful  ravage  made  on  the 
late  formidable  Pallic  works,  assured  them  for  some 
time  of  safety  and  security  from  attack.  Rejoicing 
in  their  brightening  prospects,  ardent,  courageous, 
and  united,  they  evidenced  the  ennobling  power  of 
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virtue  and  high  worth ;  for  nothing  but  the  admiration 
felt  for  Rameses  could  possibly  have  kept  closely  de- 
voted and  attached  together  the  numerous  wavering 
population  of  a  great  luxurious  city,  now  for  weeks 
suffering  the  dreadful  pressure  of  war's  hourly  alarms. 
The  late  success  against  the  hostile  works  giving 
security    to   Memphis,    Rameses   visited    Vulcan's 
magnificent  fane.      The   priests  with  joy  poured 
forth   their  pomp   to  welcome   him,    and    all  the 
grandeur   of  this   most  splendid  temple   was  dis- 
played.    By   avenues    and   apertures  known  only 
to    the    chief   among    the    priests,    Smendis    was 
present  from  the  Labyrinth,  and   reported  to   the 
gladdened  heart  of  Rameses  the  tidings,  that  his 
brother"'s  emissaries  were  lurking  in  its  vicinity,  to 
approach  the  city,  and  deliver  Sabacon's  repentant 
message.     The  knowledge  that  his  brother's  love 
was  thus  restored  was  balm  and  joy,  and  all  things 
seemed  to  smile,  but  where  his  wounded  feelinsrs 
most  sighed  for  intelligence  from  Nitocris  or  Phri- 
tiphanes.     Much  he  wondered   that    hitherto   no 
tidings  had  reached  him  from  the  priest :  but  Sa- 
latis,  as   soon  as   he  advanced  toward   Memphis, 
hearing  of  the  retreat  of  the  king  and  army  into 
Ethiopia,  sent  instantly  forward  all  his  light  troops, 
carrying  their  arms  even  to  Syene,  and  conquering 
all  the  Thebaide  without  a  struggle.     From  Smen- 
dis he  learnt  these  tidings,  which  added  to  his  fears 
for  Nitocris;    but  begirt  with  armies,  and   hourly 
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forced  to  watch  and  fight  for  those  who  p]aced 
their  Uves  under  his  charge,  he  felt  all  personal  calls 
of  joy  or  grief  should  be  surrendered  to  his  sublime 
devotion  of  himself  for  Egypt.  This  day,  raging 
with  fury  at  his  discomfiture,  was  passed  by  Salatis 
and  the  Pallic  warriors  in  the  busiest  preparations 
for  a  fierce  assault  by  storm,  prepared  against  the 
approaching  morn,  wherein,  nerved  with  rage  and 
tenfold  vengeance,  nothing  should  daunt  their  per- 
severing charge. 

It  was  the  custom  of  Rameses  to  take  refresh- 
ment in  a  tower  close  by  the  breach,  and  here, 
earnestly  viewing  the  increasing  numbers  and  tu- 
mult in  the  besiegers'*  camp,  he  summoned  Myris, 
to  confer  upon  the  approaching  danger ;  his  faithful 
Memphian  band  also  were  around  him,  and  all 
looked  out,  watching  the  rolling  storm,  as  in  thick 
dense  masses,  covered  with  their  shields  linked  one 
within  the  other,  the  enemy  approached  the  walls. 
Salatis  himself,  protected  by  three  bucklers,  drew 
near,  giving  his  orders,  and  showing  the  boldest 
daring.  Hushing  toward  the  wails,  they  fixed  their 
ladders  and  began  to  ascend :  then  commenced  the 
ruin;  for  vast  beams  and  hurled  rafters  carried 
headlong  into  the  trenches  whole  ranks.  Some  lad- 
ders, from  their  great  height  unable  to  bear  the 
weight  of  numbers,  broke  under  them,  precijntating 
their  burden  to  the  earth.  Some  few  reached  the 
breach,  but  instantly  were  slain  or  captured  ;  never- 
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theless,  the  ardour  of  the  troops,  animated  by  the 
furious  Octan,  and  inflamed  by  Salatis,  abated  not; 
and  notwithstanding  the  immense  number  that  had 
perished,  fresh  columns  pressed  forward,  until  morn 
being  passed  and  the  meridian  heat  intolerable,  ex- 
hausted and  worn  out  by  the  toils  of  the  assault, 
and  the  obstinate   resistance   that  was  made,  the 
enemy  appeared  to  retire  to  their  camp.     Salatis 
alone,  protected  by  guards  and  unsubdued,  fiercely 
regarded  the  walls,  slippery  with  the  blood  and  car- 
casses of  thousands  of  his  host;  his  trumpets  sound- 
ing the  signal  for  retreat,  the  besieged,  exhausted 
by  their  protracted  efforts,  began  to  exult  with  joy, 
and  flatter  themselves  the  danger  was  over.    Myris, 
whose  personal  prowess  had  displaj-ed  itself  most 
conspicuously,  took  the  route  to  his  palace ;   the 
troops,  and  select  band,  having  lost  a  great  number 
of  their  comrades  and  spent  their  darts,  also  retired 
to  repose  and  to  recruit  their  worn-out  strength ; 
when  Salatis,  urging  onward  a  fresh  division  of  his 
army,  drawn  rapidly  from  the  rear,  supplying  them 
amply  with  longer  ladders — with  these  fresh   and 
exasperated  followers,  made  an   instantaneous  and 
most  vigorous  rush  upon  the  city.     On  the  very 
first  alarm,  Rameses,  with  all  the  force  he  could 
collect,  resisted  their  attempt,  and  ardently  flying 
along  the  lines,  beat  down  the  swarming  assailants ; 
still  fresh   crowds  crept  upward   to  succeed  those 
fallen,  and  in  spite  of  every  effort,  some  ascended 
\  OL.  II.  r 
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the  walls  :  here  having  gained  a  footing,  instead  of 
turning  on  theEg3^ptiansby  the  express  orders  of  Sa- 
latis,  they  spread  themselves  thereon,  running  swiftly 
along  the  ramparts,  and  exclaiming,  '  Memphis  is 
taken;'  thus  carrying  terror  and  alarm  into  the  very 
centre  of  the  vast  city.     Myris,  upon  the  renewal 
of  these  alarms,  and  hearing  on  every  side  these 
dreadful  signals,  was  flying  hastily  to  the  breach, 
when  seeing  the  enemies''  parties  on  the  battlements, 
he  fatally  proceeded  instantly  to  ascend  the  walls, 
and  occupied  those  precious  moments  in  hurling 
these  adventurous  besiegers  from  the  parapet,  which, 
if  instantly   devoted   to  the  breach  and    to    Ra- 
meses,  might  have  saved  him  and  Memphis ;  for 
about  that  moment  Rameses  was  signalizing  himself 
by  the  most  heroic  exploits :  he  had  pierced  a  sol- 
dier stepping  from  the  ladder  on  the  wall,  and  at  the 
same  moment  dashing  his  buckler  on  his  following 
comrade,  he  had  hurled  him  from  his  footing;  but 
when  in  the  very  act  of  lifting  his  shield  to  give 
the  blow,  a  random  arrow  pierced  his  side,  and  he 
sunk  fainting  on  a  heap  of  the  dead  and  dying. 
So  impetuous  was  the  energy  of  Salatis,  so  rapid 
the  foe,  that  a  moment's  pause  of  resistance  covered 
the  breach  with  immense  crowds  of  furious  soldiers, 
who  observing  and  recognising  the  majestic  person  of 
Rameses,  instantly  seized  him,  when  insensible  and 
defenceless,  and  bore  him  by  a  rapid  movement 
into  the   trenches,  ere   his   followers,  mixed   pro- 
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mlscuously  with  the  batthng  throng,  could  move  in 
his  defence. 

Myris,  rushing  onward  with  impetuous  force, 
had  cleared  the  walls  of  every  foe,  when  the  poor 
Pallic  slave,  breathless  and  agonized,  presented  him- 
self before  him,  to  detail  the  horrid  scene,  and  that 
Rameses,  wounded  and  captured,  was  in  the  power 
of  his  enemies,  who  were  bearing  him  to  their  camp. 
To  hear  this  and  to  fly  to  the  breach,  was  the 
instant  effort  of  Myris ;  and  he  was  within  sight 
of  the  yawning  chasm  which  the  walls  displayed, 
as  the  shrieks  and  increasing  clamours  and  con- 
fusion proclaimed  that  the  rescue  came  too  late ; 
and  his  agony  was  soon  complete,  when  reaching  the 
spot  now  covered  with  thousands  of  dying,  he  saw, 
in  the  plain  below,  Rameses  surrounded  by  nu- 
merous guards,  and  in  the  power  of  the  assailing 
host,  who  were  still  pressing  their  assault  with  fresh 
elated  hopes  and  joyful  shouts. 

The  vast  body  of  the  enemy  now  gaining  the 
ramparts,  became  engaged  with  the  confused  and 
distracted  followers  of  Rameses,  who  severally 
fought  as  beings  regardless  of  life,  to  effect  his 
rescue.  The  battle  raged  with  tenfold  fury,  and 
had  mounted  even  to  the  ramparts,  while  the  cries 
and  struggles  of  Myris  and  the  Memphians,  seeing 
their  irremediable  loss,  were  met  by  the  increasing 
tumult  of  tens  of  thousands  of  the  Palli,  spreading 
as  swarms  of  ants,  and  clustering  up  the  mounds 
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and  battlements,  as  the  shrill  trumpet's  sounds 
drowned  the  dying  groans,  and  clouds  of  dust 
obscured  the  sun  :  the  crumbling  masses  spoke  of 
the  fierce  assault,  but  in  vain  was  every  effort  to 
redeem  or  rescue  the  lost  and  wretched  Rameses ; 
thus  borne  swiftly  away,  while  the  ranks  of 
deepening  lines  were  opened  to  admit  the  passage 
of  the  successful  captors,  who  hurrying  onward, 
soon  reached  the  hostile  tents,  bearing  his  wounded, 
tortured  form  beyond  all  power  of  rescue.  Salatis 
at  this  instant,  with  an  eagle's  eye  perceiving  the 
advantage  of  the  confusion  and  dismay  which  this 
unlooked  for  signal  event  had  spread  throughout 
Memphis,  impetuously  advanced  with  the  chief 
warriors  of  his  army  toward  the  w^alls ;  then  rush- 
ing into  the  warring  throng,  their  tremendous 
charge  broke  through  the  struggling  crowds,  over- 
whelmed their  fainting  strength,  trod  under  foot 
the  gallant  sons  of  Memphis,  and  amid  a  frightful 
scene  of  carnage  swept  like  a  resistless  torrent  into 
the  citv ;  tlie  whole  army  rapidly  followed,  and 
the  wide  spreading  porticoes  and  palaces  soon 
streamed  with  gore.  The  fight  indeed  continued 
as  long  as  the  poor  Memphians  saw  the  noble  form 
of  Myris  urge  and  animate  them  to  revenge ;  but 
when  overpowered  by  numbers  he  sunk  beneath 
their  swords,  then  it  became  an  indiscriminate 
massacre. — The  temples  filled  with  fugitives  were 
forced,  and  all  within  were  slaughtered,  regardless 


IIAMESES.  69 

of  the  altars'' refusje.  At  length  resistance  ended  ; 
glutted  with  blood,  the  cruel  Salatis  ordered  the 
sword  to  stay  its  horrid  work,  and  deigned  to 
spare  the  trembling  rehcs  of  the  mighty  Mem- 
phis. 
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BOOK  III. 


ARGUMENT. 

Rameses,  wounded  and  in  despair,  hears  in  the  tents  of  Sa- 
latis  the  fall  of  Memphis. — The  Egyptian  temples  closed 
by  order  of  the  conqueror. — Rameses  is  conveyed  a  prisoner 
through  the  city  to  the  citadel  of  Memphis. — In  his  con- 
finement he  traces  the  rise  and  character  of  the  Palli,  from 
their  native  abodes  of  Caucasus  and  the  East,  to  their  suc- 
cess as  conquerors  of  Egypt. — Salatis  endeavours  to  win 
over  Rameses  to  his  interest;  but,  disappointed  in  liis 
wishes,  orders  his  execution. — Rameses  is  permitted  to 
take  a  last  farewell  of  his  native  city  from  the  prison 
tower. — His  apostrophe  to  the  Pyramids. — Resigned  to 
die,  at  midnight  he  escapes  by  the  courage  of  Phares. 

A  PREY  to  the  deepest  anguish,  Rameses  fell  thus 
into  the  hands  of  his  bitterest  foes ;  and  had  the 
aggravated  sorrow  of  reflecting,  that  not  his  fate 
alone  was  thus  strangely  decided,  but  also  that  of 
most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Memphis,  to  whom  his 
existence  had  hitherto  been  protection  and  safety. 
Secured  in  a  humble  tent  adjoining  to  the  royal, 
pavilion,  while  the  contest  for  the  city  lasted,  his 
heart  was  wrung  with  misery,  as  the  increasing 
noises  and  tumult,  resounding  on  the  air  from  afar, 
marked  the  progress  and  success  of  an  attack,  which 
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to  his  throbbing  senses  betokened  death  and  anni- 
hilation to  all  his  friends.     Neglected  and  exposed 
to  the  taunts  and  jeers  of  those  who  had  suffered  so 
dreadfully  from  his  skill  and  valour,  his  pride  of 
soul  disdained  to  gratify  their  thirst  of  vengeance 
by  the  sight  of  his  inward  struggles ;  and  although 
the  thundering  alarms  vibrated  through  his  frame, 
and  thrilled  through  every  nerve,  he  suppressed  by 
a  powerful  effort  all  external  sign  of  the  tortures 
wliich  preyed  upon  his  agonised  heart.     Too  well 
he  knew,  from  the  exultation  of  all  around,  and  the 
rejoicing  shouts,  that  success,  even  beyond  their  cal- 
culations, had  followed  the  unexpected  event  which 
thus  delivered  him  to  fetters,  and  probably  to  death ; 
and  the  hours,  as  they  dragged  along  their  weary 
length  of  horrible  suspense,   saw  him    struggling 
against  despair,  but  widiout  hope.    A  general  shout 
of  triumph  from  all  the  host  at  length  assailed   his 
ears  like  thunder,  when  Memphis  fell;    and   the 
silence  which  soon  followed  was  terrible,  as  it  was  a 
warning  and  precursor  of  the  bloody  scenes  it  fore- 
told, and  the  awful  events  it  bore  with  it.     It  was 
the  signal  of  the  fate  of  those  he  most  loved  on 
earth,  of  the  desolation   of  his  loved  and  native 
city,  of  his  paternal  roof.     Too  wretched  to  bear 
longer    these    mental   tortures,  yet  his   heart   too 
elevated  to   crouch   and  ask   for  details  from  his 
elated  guards,  his  frame,  quite  worn  out  by  his 
morning  toils,  and  a  rankling  wound,  sank  to  the 


2  RAMKSES. 


earth,  covering  himself  with  his  doak,  and  expect- 
ing, even  hoping,  for  that  summons  which  would 
declare  to  him  the  worst  that  fate  yet  had  in  store 
for  him ;  but  his  wounds,  which  he  had  disregarded 
as  unworthy  his  notice,  and  which  had  been  very 
imperfectly  stanched,  now  bled  and  burst  forth 
afresh,  and  streaming  down  his  side,  so  weakened 
his  already  exhausted  body,  that  he  became  sense- 
less, and  happily  unconscious  of  the  scene  of  mad 
revelry  and  joy  around. 

Night  was  far  advanced,  when  his  senses  return- 
ing, he  found  himself  placed  on  a  couch,  and  tended 
by  several  surgeons  solicitous  for  his  recovery ;  and 
he  soon  recalled  all  the  dreadful  realities  which  his 
long  Insensibility  had  for  the  time  exempted  him 
from.  The  only  reply  made  to  his  numerous  in- 
terrogatories was-  that  Salatis  had  directed  the  ut- 
most  care  to  be  taken  of  his  wounds ;  and  as  soon 
as  he  could  be  removed  with  safety,  that  he  should 
be  borne  into  Memphis.  He  shuddei'ed  at  the 
thought;  then  he  inwardly  ejaculated,  '  All  my 
worst  presages  are  verified  ;  then  the  wolf  is  in  the 
fold ;  the  vulture  tears  her  prey.'  Long  ere  the 
morning,  the  violent  agitations  which  he  endured 
combined,  with  the  wounds  he  received,  to  produce 
a  violent  fever,  so  that  for  some  days  his  life  was 
visibly  endangered  ;  but  it  was  the  pride  and  policy 
of  Salatis  to  display  his  triumph  before  his  illustrious 
captive;  and  by  his  urgent  commands  no  skill  was 
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unemployed  to  prolong  the  existence  of  the  forlorn 
and  desolate  Rameses.  He  at  leno;th  recovered 
from  the  attack,  and  still  found  himself,  as  his  re- 
collection of  past  events  became  strong,  in  the  camp 
on  the  north  of  the  city,  and  he  was  soon  informed 
that  he  must  prepare  to  enter  its  changed  and  cap- 
tive walls.  Resolved  calmly  to  endure  Avhatever 
their  refined  malice  might  devise,  he  in  silence  saw 
himself  placed  on  the  humble  bier  of  papyrus  rush, 
which  he  was  doomed  to  have  made  his  means  of  re- 
entering that  capital  as  a  prisoner,  wherein  he  had 
governed  with  delegated  power.  The  day  was  in- 
deed one  of  woe  and  grief;  for  in  the  abasement  of 
this  noble  city  he  beheld  the  downfall  of  his  native 
land,  the  ruin  of  all  he  loved.  Yet  the  delay  of  his 
illness  had  spared  him  many  a  suffering  pang,  as 
the  full  tide  of  ruin  and  of  blood  attendant  on  the 
assault  had  been  effaced  and  obliterated  by  the  con- 
queror, anxious  to  make  Memphis  his  residence. 
But  the  slaughter  of  its  brave  sons,  and  too  pro- 
bably of  Myris  and  Betis,  who,  he  feared,  were 
buried  under  its  ashes,  were  the  sources  of  dejection 
which  swelled  his  heart,  when  entering  the  proud 
gates,  always  hitherto  Hung  open  at  his  approach  in 
triumph,  he  saw  it  guarded  strongly  by  the  Pallic 
troops.  Throughout  the  long-extended  street  they 
entered  :  instead  of  its  crowded  groups,  and  hum  of 
citizens,  all  was  desolate  and  gloomy ;  from  the 
closed  houses  tears  and  lamentations  issued  forth  as 
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the  procession  passed ;  and  in  despite  of  fear,  the 
countenance  of  sorrow  often  revealed  its  feelings 
from  the  apertures,  waving  a  farewell  to  the  object 
of  their  highest  veneration.  Still  pallid  and  wan, 
yet  firm  and  collected  in  aspect,  Rameses,  in  his 
reduced  and  worn  appearance  and  figure,  evidenced 
the  deep  ravages  which  mental  suffering  and  sick- 
ness had  made  on  him ;  but  his  fixed  and  sedate 
aspect  spoke  a  soul  self-regulated  and  prepared, 
which  even  in  the  short  but  sharp  trial  already 
passed  had  gathered  within  itself  its  powers  of  hope 
and  endurance ;  and  having  failed  in  the  struggle 
for  liberty,  was  prepared  to  bear  the  consequences 
with  calm  fortitude  and  resignation. 

As  yet  the  victor  was  undecided  how  to  receive 
or  to  treat  Rameses ;  fully  occupied  in  taking  pos- 
session of  his  magnificent  conquest,  which  he  de- 
signed to  make  his  royal  seat,  he  was  not  sorry  to 
be  exempted  from  that  consideration  by  the  illness 
and  danger  of  his  captive,  which  forbade  any  re- 
moval without  imminent  risk  to  his  life.  Salatis 
had  so  actively  used  tiie  time  elapsed,  that  Memphis 
was  altogether  transformed  into  a  vast  camp,  and 
became  the  regulated  abode  of  his  army.  The 
temples  he  closed  against''"  the  native  Egyptians, 
enacting  the  severest  laws  against  what  he  designated 
their  abandoned  and  degrading  animal  superstitions; 
appointing  his  own  followers  to  all  places  of  trust, 
disarming   every    Mizrainiite,   and    punishing   the 
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slightest  deviation  from  his  will  and  edicts  with  the 
most  unrelenting  severity,  thus  he  had  already  im- 
pressed such  awe  upon  the  Memphians,  as  rendered 
the  vast  capital  apparently  an  abode  of  safety  and 
of  tranquillity.  An  event  indeed  occurred  which 
spoke  manifestly  the  turbulent  and  refractory  tem- 
per of  the  Memphians,  while  Salatis  in  his  heart 
could  not  but  applaud  its  principle.  It  happened 
that  the  soldiers  who,  by  the  command  of  Salatis, 
closed  their  temples,  and  destroyed  the  sacred  form 
of  Apis,  not  only  boasted  of  their  act,  but  had  ap- 
peared in  the  great  square  dressed  in  the  garb  which 
was  sprinkled  with  his  blood,  mocking  their  deep 
anffuish  and  sorrowing  lamentatioris  for  their  god. 
The  daring  defiance  of  this  insult  was  no  sooner  cir- 
culated  through  the  quarter,  than  tumultuously  as- 
sembling, and  surrounding  in  an  instant  these  un- 
wary scorners,  ere  any  succour  could  arrive,  or  any 
resistance  could  be  given,  the  people  overpowered 
them,  and  tore  them  into  pieces.  Immediately  after 
performing  this  act  of  vengeance,  they  disappeared 
as  if  by  a  sudden  signal,  leaving,  when  the  Pallic 
guards  arrived,  the  streets  silent  and  deserted. 

Warned  therefore  by  this  incident  that  Memphis 
was  crushed,  but  not  destroyed,  Salatis  had  forbade 
all  assemblages  in  the  streets ;  and  had  directed  that 
Rameses,  with  as  little  display  as  accorded  with  his 
safety,  should  be  taken  to  the  citadel  in  the  centre 
of  the  city. 
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After  tlierefore  the  first  horror  of  the  change  was 
past,  the  captive  hero  regarded  with  composure  the 
altered  scene,  while  the  solemn  melancholy  of  his 
countenance  testified  how  deeply  his  heart  joined  in 
unison  with  the  oppressions  and  sufferings  of  his 
beloved  countrymen,  as  he  was  borne  in  silence 
through  the  principal  streets  to  the  grand  square, 
where  stood  the  citadel :  the  gates  now  were  crowded 
by  the  hostile  guards;  they  opened  to  admit  the 
bier  whereon  lay  the  wounded  Rameses,  who  in- 
stantly was  taken  to  the  inner  tower,  now  used  as  a 
prison;  its  position  within  the  fortress,  and  also 
being  surrounded  by  a  deep  moat,  begirt  by  the 
courts  and  outworks  of  the  castle,  rendered  it  a 
place  of  custody,  the  most  inaccessible  to  out- 
ward communication,  and  thereby  secure.  The 
room  allotted  for  his  reception  and  confinement  was 
rather  cheerful  than  sombre ;  for  it  was  the  policy  of 
Salatis,  at  present,  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  harsh 
captivity,  and  rather  to  win  on  Rameses  by  mildness 
and  favours:  the  tower  was  imperviously  secure, 
for  from  its  vast  height,  and  the  deep  impassable 
moat,  added  to  the  intervention  of  outer  walls  and 
guarded  gates,  the  prison  was  so  strong  as  to  make 
impracticable  any  mode  of  escape  or  assistance  from 
within  or  from  without.  Here,  therefore,  after 
being  freed  from  every  shackle  and  personal  re- 
straint, Rameses  was  left  to  solitude  and  silence,  to 
hours  of  agonizing  thought; — how   the  glories  of 
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Egypt  had  passed  away,  how  short  an  interval  of 
time  had  sufficed  to  lay  low  a  revered  parent  and 
friends,  and  to  lacerate  his  heart  with  sorrow's 
keenest  pangs,  as  he  reflected  upon  the  probable 
dangers  and  fate  of  her  he  tenderly  regarded,  and 
the  few  persons  still  remaining  to  his  heart's  re- 
membrance. Hurled  from  grandeur  and  power,  he 
contemplated  their  ruined  fragments  without  a  sigh  ; 
they  were  adventitious,  not  inherent  in  Nature,  that 
wears  her  own  marks  of  greatness  in  herself,  her 
thoughts  sublime  and  well-directed  purposes :  then 
poured  forth  his  innate  consolations,  the  virtuous 
direction  of  his  energies,  his  lessons  of  bright  im- 
port  in  the  mysteries,  teaching  fortitude  in  eva- 
nescent worldly  trials;  and  through  these  inward 
sources  of  support,  his  heart  reacquired  all  its  na- 
tive bent,  and  its  tranquil  poise ;  and  he  welcomed 
each  genial  morning-beam,  well  prepared  to  close 
his  day  of  life ;  or  witnessed  its  evening-beams  with 
equal  fortitude  and  unmoved  peace.  He  exercised 
his  thoughts  much  upon  the  extraordinary  race  that 
had  thus  beaten  down  the  armed  strength  of  Egypt, 
and  conquered  her  most  valiant  sons ;  thoughts  em- 
bittered by  the  reflection  that  their  high  bearing 
and  bold  valour  had  seated  them  on  Egypt's  throne. 
This  race  who,  under  the  various  names  of  pastoral 
warriors,  shepherd  kings,  and  Palli'^^,  had  now 
achieved  the  conquest  of  the  fine  and  opulent  king- 
dom of  Egypt,  derived  their  origin  from  the  eastern 
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kingdom  of  Touran,  seated  near  that  celebrated 
ridge,  the  stony  girdle  of  the  earth,  the  high  Cau- 
casus ;  amid  whose  lofty  peaks,  covered  with  ever- 
lasting snows,  rises  the  sublime  Ararat,  on  which 
the  Argha,  or  mystic  vessel,  floated  and  rested  in 
security  and  safety,  which  is  the  grand  root  of  all 
mysterious  worship  and  symbolization  throughout 
the  east,  but  principally  in  these  primeval  abodes  of 
man.     Reflecting  most  intently  on  this  first  point 
and  principle   of  worship,  common   alike   to   the 
eastern  warriors  and  his  native  land,  Rameses  next 
traced  how  Mizraim,  in  her  deep  and  highly  cele- 
brated wisdom  adoring  her  revered  gods,   united 
these  mysteries  with  her  veneration  of  Nature,  the 
great  principle  of  being,  in  all  her  compound  forms 
of  animals  and  figurative  symbols ;  this  growing  out 
of,  and  connected  with  her  minute  study  of  birds, 
animals,  and  insects,  of  their  most  secret  habits,  and 
most  wonderful  properties  and  affinities ;  of  trees  and 
plants,  and  sun  and  stars,  all  watched  with  the  keenest 
and  most  assiduous  scrutiny,  was  marked  in  the  sa- 
cred books.  These  treasured  records  combined  in  their 
long-connecting  annals  knowledge  the  most  sublime 
under  contradictory  appearances,  and  under  figures 
and  forms  simple  and  at  first  despised ;  but  this 
science  was  the  portion  of  the  priesthood  and  initiati, 
the  beloved  of  the  gods,  and  as  in  Rameses,  the  rare 
and  favoured  individual,  whom   they  designed  to 
associate  with  their  mysteries,  which  they  communi- 
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cated  without  veil  or  symbol.    The  priesthood,  con- 
centrating all  wisdom  in  themselves,  were  justly 
proud  of  Nature's  secrets,  teaching  them  to  copy 
inexhaustibly  her   stores ;    and    thence  the  unpa- 
ralleled intelligence,  which  enabled  them  to  trace 
step  by  step  her  wonders  hid  from  the  world  at 
large ;  to  know  her  plants  and  shrubs,  to  mix  up 
balms,  gums,  and  powerful  resins,  to  embalm  our 
frail  and  perishing  carcasses,  conferring  upon  them 
an  immortality  after  the  grave's  dread  judgment; 
securing  the  body  from  Time's  ruinous  touch,  thus 
Nature  by  her  hidden  works  taught  Egypt  the  arts 
of  building  vast  masses  to  the  skies,  which  were  the 
wonder  of  her  fierce  invaders,  as  they  gazed  upon  her 
colossi  and  her  palaces.     Investigation  showed  them 
emerald  dust,  edging  their  tools  to  sharp  and  keenest 
temper,  so  as  to  cut  and  polish  native  blocks  of  the 
hardest  granite,  however  massive  and  intractable, 
and  by  constant  research  imbibing  secrets  of  Nature, 
their    minds   fastened   diffusely    upon   every  trait 
throughout  the  universal  range  of  being :  the  eye  of 
cat,  the  wing  of  hawk,  ibis,  crocodile,  beetle,  or  fly, 
all,  with  mechanism  exquisite,  transcended  infinitely 
man's   feeble   imitations ;    hence   all  were   divine ! 
Whatever  was  too  elaborate  for  man,  was  Nature, 
and  therefore  divine ;  yet  even  the  contemplation  of 
her  secret  ways  threw  a  reflected  brightness  on  their 
knowledge,  and  showed  gleams  of  primeval  power, 
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establishing  for  ever  the  high  claims  of  Egypt  to  be 
the  cradle  of  science,  and  the  mother  of  wisdom. 

Such  were  the  pensive  thoughts  of  Uameses,  pur- 
suing, link  by  link,  iiis  rapid  gaze  into  the  fate  of 
all  that  structure  of  intellectual  riches  now  destroyed. 
Egypt,  alas!  was  fallen  into  the  power  of  those 
warriors,  to  whom  her  science,  wrapped  up  in  hiero- 
glyphic symbols  of  animals  and  gods,  was  an  odious 
and  detested  practice.  Tlie  ancient  ancestors  of  this 
Touran  race,  inhabitants  of  Ararat  (in  the  grand 
struggle  for  pre-eminence  between  the  adorers  of 
the  sun  and  moon  and  heavenly  bodies,  and  those 
who  added  compounded  symbols  to  these  luminaries); 
with  those  infuriated  passions  ever  animating  dif- 
ferences of  practice,  fiercely  upheld  what  they  de- 
clared to  be  the  parent  doctrines  of  their  first-born 
progenitors.  The  bloody  strife  and  convulsive  strug- 
gles between  the  partisans  of  the  pure  doctrine  of 
*  one  great  principle  of  Deity  as  source  of  all,'  and 
the  degraded  apostasy  introduced    by  the  adorers 
of  the  Dove,  or  Youi,  Rameses  well  remembered  to 
have  heard  by  Phritiphanes  from  the  sacred  books, 
caused  the  great  discord  when  mankind  dispersed, 
and  the  mighty  Nimrod  reared  the  dove  emblem 
on    the  lightning-blasted    tower  of  Babel   for    his 
token  and  standard  to    the    earth.     Deeply    Ra- 
meses   pondered    on    that    unseen   destiny,    which 
flowing  onward    through    long   intervals   of  ages, 
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brought  back  again  the  sons  and  children  of  that  race, 
who  upholding  their  pure  faith  against  the  great 
founder  of  the  hne  of  Ninus  and  his  apostatizing  fol- 
lowers, were  overwhelmed,  but  not  subdued.  They 
thence  retired  into  the  lofty  towering  mountains 
of  the  East,  esteeming  themselves  protected  by  their 
fastnesses,  and  secured  by  seasons  and  storms,  threat- 
ening and  terrible  to  the  softer  and  enervated  race 
of  the  plains.  Here  they  nourished  the  seeds  of 
hatred  and  of  contempt  against  the  polished  king- 
doms of  their  enemies ;  '  and  now,'  thought  Ra- 
meses,  '  bitterly  revenge  the  scorn  they  then  ex- 
perienced/ 

Having  their  resort  and  home  amid  the  inac- 
cessible ravines  of  the  mighty  Caucasus,  they  grew 
numerous  and  powerful,  nourishing  an  inextinguish- 
able hatred  against  their  oppressors.  High-minded 
and  imaginative  from  their  grand  scenery  and  mag- 
nificent domain,  they  marked  a  character  upon  their 
race  which  strongly  characterised  their  habits  in  after- 
ages.  Roaming  the  shaggy  precipices  and  primeval 
snows  of  Caucasus,  becoming  acquainted  with  those 
displays  of  sublime  beauty,  they  viewed  cities  and 
buildings,  however  proud  and  spacious,  as  confined 
and  humbling  to  their  pastoral  habits.  Theirs  was  the 
space  of  earth's  wide  range,  their  covering  the  skies, 
their  food  the  produce  of  their  chase  and  toils,  or 
drawn  from  the  flocks  which  they  fed  around  their 
mountains'"  sides.     Such   was  the   picture  of  their 
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lives,  which  Rameses  had  often  heard  with  dehght 
flowing  from  an  aged  Arab^s  hps,  in  early  life  a 
native  of  these  scenes,  and  slave  to  a  Touran  warrior. 
Then  his  heart  longed  to  exchange  the  still  mono- 
tonous flow  of  the  seasons,  and  Egypt's  full-fed 
plenty,  for  the  more  stimulating  efforts  of  the  hardy 
mountaineer.    He  sighed  to  view  the  cloud-capped 
mountains  and  roaring  cataracts,  the  deep  impe- 
netrable forest,  hanging  over  vast  declivities,  where 
the  thunder  often  rolls,  awfully  rebounding  in  its 
echoes,  as  they  repeat  from  rock  to  rock.    He  even 
deemed  it  lovely,  in  these  grand  scenes,  to  worship 
Nature  under  her  own  sky,  the  mountain  as  her 
throne,  a  mystic  ring  ^^  ranged  as  the  sacred  circles 
of  the  universe,  and  symbolized  in  rows  of  upright 
stones,  or  pillars,  erected  by  the  extraordinary  powers 
of  primeval   science.     These   gigantic    structures, 
amid  such  scenes,  when  weighed  in  the  comparison, 
served  to  form  the  scale  which  marked  how  little 
man  appears  in  contact  with  the  mighty  works  of 
Nature ;  how  truly  an  insect  of  the  day,  standing 
before  her  everlasting  barriers.     But  from  these 
speculations  reason  always  recalled  him  to  the  plain 
simple  truth  of  Egypt's  sages,  that  the  king  is  made 
for  all  his  people ;  and  the  earth,  fair  object  of  won- 
der, also  to  nourish  and  support  the  human  race. 
While  in  these  mountainous  scenes,  hardy  by  habit, 
and  rapacious  from  the  incitement  of  uncurbed  pas- 
sions, taught  to  wander  from  region  to  region,  and 
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to  plunder  all  weaker  than  themselves ;  the  Pallic 
bands  may  be  numerous,  warlike,  and  renowned, 
yet  must  they  be  the  scourge,  not  the  blessing  of 
their  neighbours. 

Their  range  of  high  mountains  and  passes  led 
into  all  the  regions  of  the  East,  exposing  the  eastern 
kingdoms  of  Persia,  Media,  and  Assyria,  to  their 
ravages,  as  the  foot  of  their  wide-spi*eading  ridges 
intersected  all  those  spacious  regions,  and  these 
mountaineers  had  from  thence  poured  in  inroads 
and  sudden  invasions,  sweeping  all  before  their 
furious  arms  ;  but  sometimes  ensnared  by  the  na- 
tives of  the  plain,  they  experienced  in  return  a 
bloody  revenge.  Now  these  nomade  tribes,  accus- 
tomed to  become  universal  plunderers,  were  strongly 
tempted  to  quit  their  barren  mountains,  for  the  rich 
valleys  of  the  kingdoms  spreading  to  the  Arabian 
Sea,  the  Euphrates,  and  the  Nile:  all  filled  with 
great  and  wealthy  cities,  shining  alike  in  wealth  and 
arts,  and  invitina;  from  their  luxuries  to  the  redun- 
dant  population  of  the  Caucasian  regions. 

These  rocky  defiles  were  too  straitened  for  their 

numerous  hordes,  as  amid  their  intractable  bands 

such  dissensions  also  arose,  and  drove  forth  such 

swarms  in  forced  migrations  from  their  native  settle- 

ments,  as  threatened  every  kingdom  around  with 

ruin;   and  which   long   approaching   toward,  and 

hovering  over  Egypt,  at  length  had  broken  through 

her  barrier,  and  seized  upon  her  strong  fortresses. 

Exchanging  for  concjuercd  Mizralm,  and  her  po- 
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lished  towns  and  cities,  their  encampments  in  their 
native  mountains,  those  haunts  and  scenes  of  ma- 
jesty and  power,  wherein  they  had  passed  long 
hours  of  thought  in  hearkening  to  the  mystic  sounds 
and  voice  of  Nature,  they  soon  lost  the  impressions 
of  the  grand  scenery  of  their  bold  rocky  crags, 
amid  the  enervating  seductions  and  pleasures  of 
cities ;  now  they  despised  the  pastoral  care  of  flocks 
and  herds,  and  all  those  distinctive  habits  and  pur- 
suits from  whence  they  took  their  Indian  name  of 
Palli  ^^.  Captivated  with  a  prospect  of  command- 
ing the  luxuries  and  refinements  of  the  plains,  they 
entered  joyously  the  courts  and  colonnades  and 
palaces  of  Egypt,  enamoured  with  the  refined  ha- 
bits of  her  great  community,  and  attracted  by  the 
splendour,  riches,  and  spoils  of  her  wealthy  kingdom. 
Alas !  thought  Rameses,  as  he  traced  these  out- 
lines of  history  amid  the  silence  and  solitude  of  his 
prison,  how  terribly  are  brought  back  upon  us  those 
warriors  of  the  East,  shepherd  kings,  as  they  proudly 
call  themselves,  to  repossess  our  fertile  land,  now 
from  their  impregnable  heights  of  the  Caucasus 
pouring  forth  their  swarms,  descending  to  the  Ara- 
bian Gulf!  Masters  of  its  shores  and  of  Chaldea, 
they  spread  in  resistless  valour  and  strength  even  to 
the  fatal  district  of  Aouara  ^,  whence  this  storm  has 
rolled  over  our  country.  Fatal  policy  of  our  fore- 
fathers, and  of  Amenophis,  which  forbore  to  crush 
this  fierce  usurping  race,  when  in  former  times  de- 
feated, they  and  their  vanquished  myriads  with- 
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drew  to  Aouara,  and  there  were  encircled  by  our 
triumphant  armies.  That  glorious  opportunity  lost, 
their  partizans,  scattered  throughout  Mizraim,  have 
emboldened  the  proud  Salatis  to  soar  to  his  present 
height  of/grandeur. 

Too  truly,  indeed,  did  Rameses  refer  the  down- 
fall and  misery  of  Egypt  to  the  consequences  of  the 
treacherous  aid  and  councils  of  her  former  enemies, 
and  the  present  calamity  came  with  increased  horror 
upon  the  miserable  Egyptians.  When  these  ter- 
rible invaders  had  before  possessed  their  fertile  land, 
detesting,  for  the  cause  explained;  the  unlimited 
devotion  of  the  Mizraims  to  their  animal  deities, 
they  had  formerly  so  cruelly  oppressed  and  tyran- 
nized over  them,  that,  amazed  and  inflamed,  the 
Mizraim  people  then  simultaneously  rising  on  their 
injurious  oppressors,  after  a  most  bloody  struggle, 
had  succeeded  in  driving  them  out  of  tlieir  country, 
but  had  weakly  and  imprudently  suffered  their 
routed  bands  to  post  themselves  along  the  sea-coast 
and  in  the  adjacent  country.  These  long  exaspe- 
rated enemies  no  sooner  heard  of  their  countrymen 
appearing  on  the  Arabian  frontier  of  Egypt,  than, 
joining  their  whole  strength  to  the  bands  of  Salatis, 
they  had  most  materially  assisted  him  in  his  con- 
quest. 

Many  and  mournful  were  the  days  which  passed 
by  during  the  rigours  of  a  strict  confinement,  wherein 
such  thoughts  as  these  of  the  proud  oppressors  of 
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his  country  haunted  the  mind  of  Ramcses.  He  felt 
it  to  be  some  solace,  if  he  had  fallen,  that  he  had 
been  captured  while  senseless,  and  had  not  yielded 
to  any  mean  or  ignoble  hand ;  and  amid  his  deepest 
bitterness,  he  silently  respected  the  courage  and 
daring  of  his  enemies ;  he  admired  their  intrepid 
contempt  of  death,  and  that  determined  valour 
which  gave  them  a  national  character  and  bond  of 
union  unknown  to  the  Egyptians,  who,  dismayed 
and  panic-struck,  surrendered  up  themselves  and 
their  riches  for  a  prey. 

Bold,  warlike,  and  sagacious,  Salatis  was  cruel 
and  tyrannical ; — both  from  feeling  and  policy,  he 
nurtured  a  profound  contempt  for  the  native  go- 
vernment and  religion  of  Egypt.  That  unhappy 
people  could  scarcely  have  fallen  under  the  dominion 
of  a  character  more  disposed  to  rule  them  with  a 
rod  of  iron.  His  chiefs  also  sought  to  emulate  the 
example  of  their  leader,  and  to  heap  fresh  sufferings 
upon  the  groaning  land.  The  numerous  bands 
joining  them  from  the  deserts,  rapacious  and  active, 
now  looked  upon  the  persons  and  labours  of  the 
Egyptians  as  their  lawful  prey ;  and  in  pursuance 
of  their  system  of  persecution,  the  first  law  enacted 
by  Salatis  and  his  nobles  had  enjoined,  on  pain  of 
death,  all  the  temples  to  be  closed,  and  the  sacred 
animals  to  be  slain.  The  sacrifices  and  rites  were 
most  severely  prohibited.  Every  reason  of  policy 
and  feeling  recommended  the  value  of  his  conquest ; 
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and  Memphis,  from  its  central  position,  and  its  pe- 
culiarly imposing  situation  on  the  Nile,  as  the  whole 
course  and  navigation  of  its  waters  flowed  under 
her  walls,  was  speedily  marked  out  for  the  favourite 
and  royal  residence ;  while  the  pride  and  power  of 
the  Pallic  sovereigji  were  also  highly  flattered  by  the 
view  of  the  piles  of  pyramidal  structure  in  her  vi- 
cinity, the  lasting  monuments  of  Pallic  power  and 
supremacy,  which  had  been  exercised  in  their  former 
domination ;  exhausting  and  wearing  out  the  Miz- 
raim  population  in  those  prodigious  labours,  and 
Interweaving  their  degradation  with  the  badge  of 
servitude. 

Salatis,  himself  courageous  and  brave,  could  not, 
however,  forbear  estimating  the  same  qualities  in 
others.     Struck,  therefore,  with  the  actions  of  Ra- 
meses,  and  his  singular  ability  and  skill,  he  at  length 
resolved  on  making  proposals  of  sparing  his  life,  and 
restoring  his  liberty,  provided  he  cheerfully  devoted 
himself  to  his  service,  and  upon  the  stipulation  of 
his  never  being  employed  against  his  former  sove- 
reign.    But  while  this  tribute  to  the  greatness  of 
Rameses  was  obtained  from  the  admiration  of  his 
enemy,  Salatis  also  decidedly  resolved,  in  the  event 
of  a  refusal,  to  put  his  victim  to  death,  and  crush 
thereby  an  enemy  he  could  not  but  dread,  as  likely 
some  day  to  interfere  with  his  favourite  and  most 
determined  object,  the  entire  and  servile  subjugation 
of  the  Mizraimite  nation.  Having  thprcforc  at  length 
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spread  his  warlike  bands  from  the  frontiers  of  the 
Delta  to  Etliiopia,  and  possessed  himself  of  all  her 
strong  fortresses ;  having  seated  himself  in  triumph 
on  the  centre  of  her  noble  streams,  in  royal  Mem- 
phis, he  resolved  to  ease  his  mind  and  strengthen 
his  power  by  the  submission  of  the  renowned  Ra- 
meses,  or  to  sweep  him  for  ever  from  his  path ; 
and  the  morrow  being  a  day  of  grand  and  public 
audience,  Rameses  was  directed  to  prepare  for  his 
appearance  before  the  throne. 

Rameses,  although  strictly  watched,  and  closely 
guarded,  had  been,  in  conformity  with  the  views  of 
Salatis,  relieved  from  chains  and  every  painful  in- 
sult, from  the  time  of  his  being  enclosed  within  the 
citadel;  but  the  chains  of  bitter  reflection  on  his 
checkered  and  forlorn  situation  indeed  hung  heavily 
on  his  mind,  and  almost  made  him  long  for  the  hour 
which  would  end  the  present  trial.     Although  his 
prison  walls  imperviously  closed  from  him  the  sight 
of  those   scenes  of  tyranny  and   cruel  bloodshed 
which  daily  occurred  in  Memphis,  yet  his  sensitive 
mind  but  too  strongly   portrayed   the  sad  conse- 
quences of  such  a  change  as  the  submission  to  a 
foreign  yoke  ever  brings  with  it.     In  fact,  Salatis, 
ruthless  in  ])urpose,  had  resolved  upon  exterminating 
all  the  j^risoriers  of  note  in  his  power,  unless  they 
unreservedly  acknowledged  his  authority,  and  ab- 
jured their  country;  and  hence  the  prisons  and  pa- 
lace courts  daily  streamed  with  blood.     Within  his 
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prison  walls,  on  whatever  side  Ramcses  recurred,  in 
the  hours  of  solitude  and  confinement,  while  review- 
ing his  transitory  career,  misfortune  and  death 
seemed  to  track  his  steps.  His  father  slain  in 
battle;  his  brother  an  exile  in  the  savage  fens ;  Myris 
he  considered  to  have  fallen  in  Memphis,  or  to  be 
prisoner ;  his  king  a  fugitive ;  and  Nitocris,  whom 
he  loved,  hiding  in  caves,  or  captured : — such  were 
the  gloomy  subjects  of  thought  which  haunted  his 
nightly  couch,  when  he  contemplated  the  change  he 
endured  of  a  prison  for  the  palace,  and  confinement 
instead  of  his  unbounded  authority,  abandonment 
and  silence  for  the  joy  of  his  faithful  Memphians. 
Pressed  down  therefore  by  the  dreadful  state  of  all 
his  heart  was  interested  in,  unable  from  his  guards  to 
collect  any  tidings  of  Myris,  Betis,  or  any  object  of 
his  attachment  who  had  been  around  him  in  his  last 
struffffle,  he  felt  a  degree  of  satisfaction  at  the  noti- 
fication  which  assured  him  that  the  crisis  of  his  fate 
was  approaching;  and  it  was  with  alacrity  and  firm- 
ness that  Rameses,  under  a  strong  escort  of  troops, 
passed  through  the  well-known  streets  from  the 
citadel  to  the  palace.  The  great  square  recalled 
the  hour  of  triumph,  when,  in  the  dawn  of  his 
career  in  arms,  he  had  rescued  his  fellow-citizens 
from  a  powerful  conspiracy,  and  preserved  the 
temple.  Now  closed  and  guarded,  it  displayed  no 
mark  of  reverence  for  the  gods.  The  attendant 
priests,  who  had  always  lined  its  stately  porticoes. 
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were  gone ;  the  vast  bronze  ball  on  which  the  hours 
were  struck,  the  deep  sounds  of  which  reverberated 
over  the  half  of  Memphis,  was  mute :  all  evidenced 
the  control  of  the  conqueror,  already  so  fastened  on 
the  curbed  Memphians,  that  they  dared  not  pour 
forth  their  sorrow  at  these  changes,  which  so  deeply 
rankled  at  their  hearts.  But  neither  personal  op- 
pressions, nor  the  temples  barred  against  them, 
struck  so  deeply  as  the  sight  of  Rameses — noble, 
manly,  and  majestic,  now  again  borne  along  their 
streets,  a  captive,  and  perhaps  to  death.  As  his 
fine  and  open  brow  spake  of  peaceful  feelings,  and 
high  unruffled  purposes,  his  full  melting  eyes  sought 
around  for,  and  gleamed  with  tenderness  and  sym- 
pathy toward  his  faithful  Memphians,  who  were 
collected  in  the  route.  But  even  this  passing  re- 
cognition might  be  dangerous  to  them,  and  one  look 
was  all  he  indulged  himself  with,  when,  calling  up 
his  innate  fortitude  and  noble  character  for  the  ex- 
pected scene,  he  entered  the  halls  and  courts  he  had 
so  often  trod,  and  he  passed  on  to  the  presence  of 
the  Pallic  monarch  and  his  court. 

Casting  his  eyes  around,  Rameses  could  not  avoid 
feeling  that  the  scene  which  he  now  beheld  was  one 
of  impressive  grandeur,  and  far  more  grateful  to  a 
warrior  king  than  the  glittering  and  jewelled  splen- 
dours that  in  this  magnificent  peristyle  usually  sur- 
rounded the  Egyptian  throne.  All  the  doorways 
and  the  entrances  had  two  Pallic  ^^  guards,  clothed 
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in  long  robes  gathered  around  the  waist  with  a 
girdle,  wherein  was  fastened  a  short  and  powerful 
dagger.  Collars  and  bracelets  hung  on  their  exposed 
necks  and  arms  :  on  their  heads  they  wore  the  high 
fluted  tiara,  with  bushy  hair  profusely  curled  on 
the  neck,  and  combed  up  from  the  forehead,  with  a 
termination  of  curls  there  also,  and  a  square  bushy 
beard.  Each  held  a  spear  of  immense  length.  The 
royal  ushers  were  also  armed  with  swords  and  dag- 
gers, supporting  in  one  hand  a  golden  rod ;  and  all 
the  assemblage  of  the  chiefs  around  were  arrayed 
in  their  warlike  arms,  daggers  and  swords  and 
bows.  Upon  the  golden  lion  throne  of  Amenophis 
now  sat  the  conqueror,  recognising  therein  the  em- 
blem of  his  solar  god ;  but  every  other  symboled 
hieroglyphic  with  which  the  hall  so  lately  shone 
now  disappeared  under  the  determined  hatred  of 
the  Pallic  monarch. 

Welcoming  Rameses  by  a  slight  movement  of  his 
hand,  Salatis  somewhat  graciously  expressed  his 
hopes  that  solitude,  a  conviction  of  his  power,  and 
his  conquest  and  possession  of  all  Egypt,  would  in- 
fluence him  to  instantly  and  joyfully  accept  his  prof- 
fered mercy,  and  swear  obedience  to  his  throne. 
*  If  not,'  Salatis  proceeded,  '  you  must  yourself 
deem  your  death  deserved,  and  caused  by  your  own 
act.  Firm  and  immovable  in  my  victorious  course, 
I  shall  bear  with  no  serpent  in  my  path ;  and  the 
past  events,  my  knowledge  of  your  power,  and  your 
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zealous  adherents  in  tlie  land,  prove  to  me  that  Ila- 
meses  must  die,  or  yield  obedience  to  my  sceptre.' 

*  Monarch  of  the  Paliic  armies,'  Rameses  replied,  as 
his  bright  eyes  glanced  on  Salatis,  '  you  already  feel 
my  choice  is  made.  A  Mizraim  subject,  can  I  show 
obedience  to  the  enemy  of  Egypt  ? — or  forget  that  in 
her  cause  I  have  so  often  bled  ?  1  am  now  quite 
prepared  to  die.  The  chance  of  war  puts  my  life 
within  your  power ;  but  my  will  is  my  own,  and  still 
and  ever  lives  only  to  promote  my  country's  glory !' 

*  Take  then  thy  wish,'  was  Salatis's  reply ;  who  al- 
ready fancying  there  had  been  more  condescension 
toward  a  captive  than  his  relentless  heart  deemed 
fitting,  commanded  that,  ere  the  sun  had  twice  re- 
volved his  course,  Rameses  should  suffer  death 
within  the  great  square  of  Memphis.  Crossing  his 
arms  in  manly  submission  to  this  mandate,  the 
Egyptian  hero  withdrew ;  but  both,  ere  they  se- 
parated thus  for  the  only  time  Fate  had  brought 
them  in  contact  and  in  sight,  took  a  stern  and 
settled  view  of  each  other's  rival  form ;  and  if  the 
gallant  deportment,  noble  front,  and  intellectual 
brightness  of  the  whole  contour  of  Rameses  struck 
even  the  hard  and  ruthless  heart  of  Salatis,  not  less 
did  his  lofty,  stern,  and  courageous  tone  of  cha- 
racter awaken  thoughts  in  Rameses  of  how  dif- 
ferently the  war  might  have  fared,  had  such  as 
Salatis  been  the  Egyptian  king. 

One  pang  of  suffering  yet  awaited  him  ere  he 
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readied  his  prison,  probably  prepared  by  the  com- 
mand of  Salatis  to  daunt  and  terrify  his  mind» 
Scarcely  had  he  reached  the  caryatide  portico,  ere 
he  saw  a  sad  group  of  ten  faithful  Memphians  pre- 
paring for  death,  which  bloody  act  was  perpetrated 
in  his  sight;  viewing  which,  he  inwardly  groaned 
with  horror,  especially  as  fancy  portrayed  one  as 
Myris ;  and  when  the  eagle  gaze  convinced  him  the 
unhappy  victim  was  unknown,  so  riveted  were  his 
regards  upon  the  moving  scene,  that  he  could  not 
avert  his  eyes  until  the  last  unfortunate  prisoner 
fell  beneath  the  stroke  of  death !  But  if  the  shock 
beat  violently  at  his  heart,  the  need  of  bold  resolve, 
the  thoughts  of  life's  alarms,  its  blighted  purposes 
and  hopes,  the  full  conviction  of  his  aspirations  after 
a  better  and  more  stable  scene,  revived  his  wither- 
ing spirits,  and  gave  him  fortitude  to  pass  the  ordeal 
of  fierce  trial  rolling  against  him. 

Again  immured  within  the  prison  walls,  the 
gaoler,  apprised  of  the  fatal  orders,  feeling  all  the 
manly  gentleness  and  heroic  resignation  of  his  cap- 
tive, relaxed  somewhat  of  his  stern  rigorous  rule  for 
the  few  fleeting  hours  which  would  intervene  ere 
Rameses,  noble,  brave,  and  illustrious,  must  die. 
He  therefore  no  longer  concealed  from  his  prisoner's 
eager  inquiries,  that  although  every  search,  after  the 
capture  of  the  city,  had  been  diligently  made  for  the 
body  of  Myris,  it  could  nowhere  be  found;  and 
there  was  reason  to  suppose,  that  although  he  fell 
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wounded  at  the  assault,  he  might  be  preserved  by 
some  of  his  adherents,  and  have  escaped  to  the  Li- 
byan chain  of  mountains. 

The  few  hours  which  were  to  pass  wore  rapidly 
away,  and  the  day  preceding  the  fatal  morning  shone 
on  Karaeses,  who,  carefully  retracing  to  his  soul  the 
past  events  of  his  brief  but  glorious  career,  supported 
his  spirits  by  the  consoling  influence  of  the  integrity 
of  purpose,  and  devoted  courage,  with  which  he 
served  his  monarch  and  his  native  land.  The  un- 
certainty respecting  Nitocris  alone  remained  to  em- 
bitter his  last  moments ;  and  here  he  felt  an  anguish 
no  power  of  mental  resolution  could  allay.  Sur- 
rounded by  enemies,  he  dared  not  breathe  a  wish  for 
her  and  the  queen,  which,  by  disclosing  the  import- 
ant secret  that  they  were  hid  in  the  Thebaide,  would 
probably  complete  their  ruin.  Even  the  gaoler,  who 
had  sweetened  the  last  hours  of  Rameses  with  the 
hope  of  his  friend's  safety,  had  not  since  entered 
his  apartment :  he  therefore  surrendered  himself  to 
the  anticipation  of  the  coming  morn  of  fate ;  but  he 
longed  once  more  to  gaze  upon  the  spot,  the  city, 
where  he  drew  his  breath,  wherein  his  early  hopes 
of  glory  dawned,  and  which  bore  upon  her  temples 
marks  and  records  of  his  virtues.  To  an  inquiry 
if  he  might  be  shown  this  mark  of  kindness,  and 
be  allowed  to  ascend  the  prison  parapets,  the  wait- 
ing slave  replied,  that  he  would  instantly  seek  the 
keeper's  desolate  abode.     On  the  hero  gently  in- 
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quiring  what  deserved  that  term  for  him  who  thus 
was  charged  with  a  place  of  trust?  the  slave  in- 
formed him  of  the  keeper's  late  great  distress  at  the 
sudden  illness  of  his  only  son,  a  youth  of  promise^ 
arrived  at  manly  years.  The  sickness,  sudden  and 
violent,  had  terminated  in  de^th  the  last  night,  and 
had  been  the  cause  that  he  had  never  seen  him 
since  the  first  communication  of  the  hopes  of  Myris 
being  in  safety.  The  gaoler,  overwhelmed  with 
grief,  and  stung  with  anguish  at  his  loss,  had  or- 
dered the  most  skilful  taricheutes  of  Memphis  to  be 
already  sent  for,  to  embalm  the  corpse. 

Leaving  Rameses,   he  soon   returned  with  the 
gaoler's  permission  to  ascend  the  battlements,  and 
thence  to  take  his  last  farewell.      At  once  sum- 
moning all  his  composure,  he  issued  from  his  apart- 
ment, watched  by  two  guards,  who  instantly  met 
him  and  accompanied  his  progress  toward  the  stair- 
case leading  to  the  wide  parapets  of  the  central 
tower,  which  from  their  range  around  overlooked  the 
grandeur  and  the  peculiar  features  of  this  majestic 
city.     In  his  progress  to  the  stairs  Rameses  passed 
by  the  apartments  of  the  gaoler,  from  whence  the 
sounds  of  sorrow  and  mourning  burst  forth,  and  the 
slowly  opening  doors   evinced   that   some   person 
within  the  room  felt  an  interest  in  him  and  his  last 
mournful   wish.      Soon   ascending   the   stairs,   he 
stepped  out  upon  the  platform,  which  in  the  bright 
and  clear  light  of  the  glorious  luminary  of  day  dis- 
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played  the  features  of  Egypt's  capital.  Toward  the 
south,  as  he  bent  his  eye  eagerly,  the  winding  Nile 
showed  its  majestic  course  from  whence  it  bathed 
the  quays  of  Thebes,  where  his  loved  and  mourned 
Nitocris  possibly  was  concealed.  His  heart  eagerly 
throbbed  as  he  thought  that  perhaps  amid  the  deep 
blue  line  which  marked  the  distant  horizon,  might 
be  the  cave  which  gave  shelter  and  protection  to  her 
form.  Suppressing  the  bitterness  of  the  thought, 
he  cast  his  eyes  beneath  him  on  the  pyramidal  pile 
of  Dashour,  which  arose  sublimely  on  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  city,  where  the  vast  gigantic  mound 
broke  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  whence  branching  off, 
the  main  stream  took  its  devious  turn  toward  the 
Arabian  mountains,  while  a  smaller  branch  filled 
the  canals  along  the  western  side  toward  the  Libyan 
hills,  thereby  adorning  and  strengthening  the  city. 
Near  this  branch,  and  stretching  thither  by  the 
gardens,  his  eye  soon  caught,  across  the  water,  amid 
a  tuft  of  palms,  the  favourite  summer-house  and 
granite  portico,  adjoining  to  his  father's  noble  man- 
sion, now  lone,  desolate,  and  abandoned.  Sighing, 
he  uttered — '  The  owl  roosts  in  the  watch-tower  of 
the  great,  and  the  spider  spins  her  web  securely 
in  the  deserted  halls.'  With  much  emotion  run- 
ning his  gaze  along  the  western  side,  he  saw  hoWj 
leading  to  the  Libyan  hills,  the  city's  swarms 
were  toiling  over  the  numerous  bridges  crossing 
the  Nile;  and  as  he  listened,  he  thought  it   was 
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wonderfully  striking,  thus  on  the  threshold  of  death 
to  witness  the  stir,  and  hum,  and  ceaseless  move- 
ments of  the  mighty  metropolis,  vibrating  as  the  heart 
of  a  great  empire.  Stretching  a  vast  distance  in 
length,  ajjpeared  the  white  quarter,  strongly  fortified 
by  the  battlements,  and  the  waters  of  the  canal  and 
lake;  it  was  filled  with  troops,  part  of  the  immense 
host  of  the  conquerors  of  Egypt :  here  they  spread 
their  pavilions,  and  were  engaged  in  games  and 
feats  of  strength,  darting  at  marks  with  javelins. 
The  interesting  scene  ended  with  the  north  quarter, 
where  stood  the  mighty  ^^  Memphian  pyramids, 
lifting  their  vast  bulk  in  the  air.  Amazing  pro- 
digies of  strength  and  skill,  they  appeared  in  their 
grandeur,  invested  with  a  sublimity  only  transcended 
by  great  Nature's  power ;  and  were  so  huge  and 
high,  that  man,  Avhen  placed  beside  them,  dwindled 
into  a  speck,  or  atom.  Silent  and  solitary,  shining 
white  with  dazzling  lustre,  ininiarked  by  any  sym- 
bols or  statues  exhibiting  the  form  of  man  or  animal, 
they  united  the  idea  of  eternity  and  awful  repose 
with  their  matchless  greatness;  and  as  Rameses 
gazed  wondering  on  the  broad  shadows  of  their 
bulk,  they  soothed  his  agitated  bitterness  of  thought 
into  a  saddened  tone  of  pensive  sweetness.  '  Why 
fret  yourself,'  they  seemed  to  whisper,  in  the  ni^-stic 
echoes  of  the  winds  that  blew  around,  '  why  fret 
yourself,  poor  creature  of  an  hour,  that  soon  your 
span  is  ended,  your  shadow  finished  in  darkness?  why 
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mourn  whether  now,  or  prolonged  with  a  few  fleet- 
ing transient  hours  added  to  its  length  ?    Compare 
them  in  any  possible  duration  of  the  life  of  man, 
with  the  generations  recorded ;  behold  the  tumul- 
tuary madness  and  woe  now  convulsing  all  which 
rings  beneath  our  base,  yet  as  evanescent  as  the  sun 
passing  his  bright  beams  aslant  our  sides.     Soon 
may  our  marble  frames  witness  not  only  your  last 
sigh,  but  even  the  overthrov/  and  utter  ruin  of  the 
proud  lords  now  building  their  thrones  on  your 
native  soil !  so  that  future  times,  while  beholding 
our  bulk,  and  inquiring  of  their  ruin  and  destruc- 
tion, may  wonder  whence  they  came,  and  what 
their  history.     Grieve  not  to  die :  the  death  is  not 
the  sorrow,  but  what  the  record.     Then  you  may 
exult,  that  not  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  shall  last  in 
fame  with  more  enduring  admiration  than  the  re- 
membrance of  the  virtuous  defender  of  his  native 
land.' 

Such  were  the  inward  whisperings  of  the  abs- 
tracted, thoughtful  soul  of  llameses,  as,  gazing  on 
these  lofty  piles,  and  from  them  casting  his  regards 
toward  the  north,  he  saw  where  flowed  the  boun- 
teous Nile,  as  it  divided  its  streams,  to  the  Delta, 
where  the  scene  of  his  late  valour,  the  city  of  Bu- 
bastis,  lay  before  him  in  the  horizon ;  and  the  dark 
speck  seemed  to  mark  where  was  the  field  on  which 
his  father  fell.  Shading  his  eyes  for  a  moment,  that 
were  suffused  at  the  thought,  he  gazed  upon  the 
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Arabian  chain,  the  fortress  of  Padma  Manrlir,  glit- 
tering with  Pallic  arms,  and  brightly  shining,  while 
the  whole  of  Memphis  lay  beneath  him,  her  temples 
and  streets  innumerable,  thronged  with  crowds,  the 
grand  square,  the  superb  temple  of  sacred  Vulcan,  the 
great  colossus,  the  royal  palace,  and  the  centre  space, 
wherein  he  was  to  die.  Was  any  structure  there 
apparent  ?  Yes,  the  scaffold,  prepared  and  ready, 
marked  the  spot  which  waited  for  his  blood.  Se- 
renely smiling  to  view  the  pomp  and  ceremony 
chosen  to  give  awe  and  terror  to  the  Memphians, 
and  importance  to  his  end,  Rameses  once  more 
looked  around,  ejaculating  in  his  heart,  '  Fare- 
well, city  of  my  youthful  joys,  witness  of  my  happy 
hours,  farewell !  and  may  the  gods,  in  justice  to 
their  cause,  outraged  by  man,  their  temples  closed, 
and  sacrifices  scorned,  raise  up  a  being  to  protect 
and  save  you,  with  equal  love,  and  far,  far  better 
fortune!' 

Uttering  this  farewell,  with  a  heart  saddened, 
but  not  dismayed,  Rameses  regained  his  cham- 
ber, Avhich  he  supposed  himself  never  to  repass 
but  to  his  death.  With  resignation  he  passed  the 
hours  until  cvenino-  when,  havino;  trimmed  the 
chamber  lam[),  with  tranquillity  and  peace  his 
earthly  sorrows  hushed,  he  sank  into  a  deep  repose. 
Soon  he  thought  he  dreamt  tiiat  the  door  of  the 
room  in  which  he  slept  was  half  opened,  and  a  figure, 
masked  and  gloomv,  looked  within.  After  cantion^ly 
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surveying  around,  it  crept  toward  his  pallet,  and  he 
thought  he  heard,  *  Awake,  awake,  Rameses !  arise !' 
'  Vain  dream  !'  he  murmured,  and  again  tried  to  re- 
pose, when  he  clearly  heard  the  accents  he  had 
fancied  ring  on  his  ear.  Half  rising  on  his  couch, 
he  was  about  uttering  '  Who  are  you  V  when  a  hand 
gently,  as  in  caution,  pressed  his  lips,  and  he  saw 
before  him  a  form  wrapped  in  a  sable  robe,  and 
dark  cowl  covering  his  head,  and  a  lantern  shaded 
by  the  garment's  folds.  Pointing  to  a  similar  garb 
beside  him,  he  heard  the  same  soft  accents, '  Awake, 
Rameses,  to  liberty  !  arise,  and  follow  me.""  Won- 
dering at  this  incident  beyond  all  speech  and  lan- 
guage, he  yielded  himself  to  the  impulse,  and  arose. 
Indicating  total  silence,  his  conductor  softly  uttered 
the  name  of  Phares,  and  whispered  his  approach ; 
then  withdrawing  his  cowl,  unveiled  his  face,  and 
Rameses  beheld  his  faithful  taricheutes.  Hastily 
he  developed  the  design  on  which  now  hung  his 
life,  and  now  also  that  of  his  preserver.  The 
gaoler's  loss  had  summoned  Phares  the  taricheutes 
with  his  assistants  to  embalm  his  son :  and  hearing 
while  with  the  gaoler  the  request  for  a  prisoner 
under  sentence  of  death  the  ensuing  day  to  ascend 
the  ramparts,  and  take  a  farewell  of  the  city,  he 
eagerly  watched  a  moment  afforded  by  the  gaoler's 
sorrow  to  have  a  glimpse  of  the  form  of  Rameses, 
whose  mild  and  heavenl}-  pcnsiveness  so  rushed 
ujmn  his  soul,  that  he  resolved   to  save  him,  or 
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perish  in  the  attempt.  Having  with  him  gums  and 
wax,  the  first  preparatives  for  embahning,  during 
the  hero's  absence  with  his  guards  on  the  ramparts, 
he  left  the  abstracted  father,  and  carefully  took 
copies  of  all  the  keys ;  whence  hastening  to  the  city, 
he  announced  his  intention  of  returning  with  a  shell 
and  proper  assistants,  under  the  darkness  of  night, 
to  take  the  corpse  ^^,  as  usual,  to  his  home.  The 
parent  having  decided  upon  the  nature  of  the  em- 
balming, Phares,  with  the  aid  of  his  assistant  tari- 
cheutes,  determined  to  provide  the  fullest  means  of 
concealment,  if  Heaven  favoured  his  attempt.  He 
tlun-efore  bore  within  the  shell  for  the  (gaoler's  son  a 
recent  corpse,  the  make  and  size  of  Kaineses ;  and 
requiring  to  be  left  alone  during  the  awful  prepara- 
tions for  the  removal  of  the  dead,  he  soon  arranged 
his  plan ;  for  having  brouglit  several  assistants,  he 
despatched  two  on  different  duties  beyond  the  cita- 
del :  his  other  followers  were  busied  in  the  room  of 
death ;  and  while  they  prepared  the  corpse  he  softly 
crept  to  Rameses''s  apartment,  situated  beyond  the 
keeper's  range,  and  into  which  his  false  keys  pro- 
cured him  instant  access.  As  the  surrounding 
guards  carefully  kept  out  of  sight  of  the  assistants 
of  death,  hence  he  bore  the  corpse,  unseen  and  un- 
discovered, to  the  chamber,  where  instantly  being- 
dressed  in  the  garb  of  Rameses,  they  precipitated  it 
from  the  perilous  height  of  the  prison  window  into 
the  deep  fosse  beneath.    The  darkness  of  the  night 
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and  softened  earth  revealed  no  sound  to  alarm,  save 
a  dull  sullen  echo ;  when,  having  hastily  put  on  the 
sable  robe  and  cowl,  llanieses  passed  unnoticed  to  the 
chamber  of  death,  which  Phares  re-entered  as  if  re- 
joined again  by  one  of  his  associates.  Having  left 
the  prison  of  Rameses  locked,  and  to  appearance 
securely  fastened,  both  instantly  taking  up  the  shell 
and  body,  they  descended  tlie  stairs.  Through 
every  avenue  and  passage  the  guards  hastily  with- 
drew, having  notice  of  the  embalnnng  of  the  corpse, 
and  scrupulously  shrinking  from  contact  with  the 
servants  of  the  dead.  Throughout  the  procession, 
Rameses  assisting  to  carry  the  shell,  and  imitating 
the  movements  of  the  taricheutes,  they  arrived  safe  in 
the  streets  of  Memphis  unchallenged;  and  in  about 
an  hour''s  time,  after  traversing  various  quarters, 
they  stopped  before  a  humble  dwelling,  where  de- 
positing their  load,  and  closing  the  door  securely, 
the  faithful  Phares  with  palpitating  heart  beheld 
his  adored  deliverer,  saved  by  his  stratagem  from 
certain  death,  and  under  his  protecting  roof. 
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ARGUMENT. 

The  dwelling  of  Pharos. — His  office  of  tarichcutes,  and  the 
various  personages  engaged  in  the  embalming. — Egyptian 
opinions  of  death  and  the  soul. — On  the  subterranean  ex- 
cavations of  Egypt. — They  pass  through  their  windings  to 
the  Lake  of  ]Meris. — The  lake  and  Labyrinth. — Approach 
of  Sabacon  with  the  dead  body  of  his  parent  Sosis. — The 
judgment  of  deaths  and  the  funereal  ceremonies. — Sacri- 
ficing to  Serapis  on  the  ensuing  morning,  the  brothers  and 
surrounding  priests  are  surprised  by  the  Pallic  enemy  in 
the  vaulted  portico. — Rameses  and  Sabacon,  in  the  ex- 
tremity of  danger,  escape  by  a  secret  passage  beneath  the 
statue  of  Serapis. 

The  first  feelings  of  emotion  over,  wherein  Ra- 
meses testified  his  admiration  of  that  devoted  grati- 
tude which  thus  brightly  shone  forth  in  the  humble 
taricheutes,  as  tlie  strangeness  and  surprise  of  the  in- 
cident worn  away,  his  mind  instantaneously  laboured 
imder  a  powerful  sense  of  the  dangers  which  might 
still  await  the  bold  step  thus  taken  by  Phares  for  his 
preservation.  In  vain  this  grateful  and  devoted  man 
conjured  him  by  every  motive  of  self-preservation, 
and  as  he  valued  his  existence,  instantly,  while 
the  night  yet  screened   them   in  darkness,    to  fly 
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with  him  to  the  temple  of  Vulcan.  This  holy  fane, 
although  shut  up  and  closed,  was  (unknown  to  the 
Pallic  guards)  still  accessible,  through  many  secret 
passages  known  only  to  tlie  sacred  priests;  and 
Phares,  by  his  duties  as  enibalmer,  was  of  their 
inferior  order,  and  admitted  '*^  daily  to  the  temple. 
Distinguished  by  the  peculiar  favour  of  Rameses, 
as  well  as  by  his  bravery  in  the  long  siege,  his 
devotion  to  the  person  of  their  hero  had  recom- 
mended him  to  the  favour  of  the  priesthood  also, 
and  thus  he  was  confidentially  instructed  by  the 
priests  in  every  secret  avenue  by  which  intelligence 
and  plans  useful  to  the  interests  of  Egypt  might 
best  be  promoted.  Uncertain,  therefore,  what  events 
the  approaching  morn  might  disclose,  Phares  was 
eagerly  solicitous  to  conceal  Ilameses  within  the 
recesses  of  the  Vulcanian  fane,  wherein  he  would  be 
perfectly  free  and  secure  from  every  danger ;  but 
the  more  earnestly  he  pressed  the  necessity  of  this 
step,  the  more  clearly  did  Rameses  feel  convinced  of 
its  bringing  danger  and  peril  on  Phares ;  and  aware 
that  his  life  only  was  sought  for,  he  resolved  to  await 
the  events  of  the  day,  and  in  case  peril  or  suspicion 
hung  over  his  deliverer,  to  avert  it  by  the  instant 
surrender  of  his  own  life,  giving  his  faithful  ad- 
herent the  opportunity  of  escape. 

In  this  generous  struggle  the  night  wore  away,  and 
morning  dawned,  which  made  it  impossible  to  adopt 
on  any  consideration  the  suggestion  and  wishes  of 
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the  taricheutes.  To  the  eager  inquiries  made  by 
Rameses  for  the  fate  of  his  beloved  friend  and 
adherent,  Phares  could  supply  no  satisfactory  in- 
telligence, and  anxiety  and  terror  agitated  him  most 
violently  as  the  hours  passed  on,  especially  when 
the  movement  and  march  of  the  troops  and  con- 
stant signals  announced  the  preparations  for  the 
execution  of  Rameses  continued,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, the  event  was  as  yet  unknown :  but  soon  the 
hurry  and  agitation  of  the  crowded  streets,  and  the 
trampling  of  bodies  of  troops,  announced  a  public 
confusion  which  completely  bereaved  poor  Phares 
of  all  mental  control  or  strength ;  while  Rameses,  the 
object  of  all  this  commotion,  although  each  instant 
expecting  the  doors  to  fly  open,  and  himself  to  be 
dragged  forth  to  instant  death,  was  not  only  resigned, 
and  nobly  prepared  for  whatever  fate  the  gods  might 
send  him,  but  calmly  enabled  to  reason  with,  to 
comfort  and  support  his  humble  friend.  The  hours 
of  suspense  and  anxiety  at  length  passed  by ;  the 
destroyer,  if  on  the  wing,  passed  over  his  liumble 
roof,  and  in  the  long  interval  of  time  which  elapsed, 
as  well  as  in  the  renewed  tranquillity  of  the  streets, 
Phares  acquired  strength  of  mind  enough  to  venture 
forth,  and  to  inquire  into  the  turn  which  circum- 
stances had  taken ;  but  he  first  explained  to  Ra- 
meses that  his  present  refuge  was  tiie  domicile  of  all 
the  taricheutes,  and  consisted  of  a  lonir  ranjie  of 
buildings,  expressly  and  wholly  appropriateil  to  the 
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art  of  embalming,  where  were  brought  the  numerous 
bodies  of  the  immense  capital  by  the  residents  of  this 
place.  They  were  embalmed,  and  returned  after- 
ward in  their  tombs  ^^  to  their  families.  He  pointed 
out  to  him  the  range,  forming  nineteen  small  clus- 
ters of  dwellings,  and  that  these  divisions  lodged 
the  taricheutcs,  or  embalmers,  for  each  district  of 
the  great  city  of  Memphis,  warning  him  to  keep 
closely  in  his  present  refuge,  and  not  leave  his 
quarters.  He  then  left  him,  and  proceeded  into 
the  square. 

During  the  absence  of  his  faithful  adherent,  11a- 
nieses  felt  a  desire  to  explore  the  secrets  of  this 
receptacle  of  the  relics  of  mortality ;  and  entering  a 
noble  and  extensive  hall,  he  was  affected  in  the 
most  lively  manner  by  the  different  human  forms 
he  beheld  promiscuously  assembled  together,  and, 
according  to  the  riches  and  directions  of  their 
friends,  preparing  for  their  embalmed  condition. 
The  walls  shone  in  brilliant  hieroglyphic  paintings 
of  the  rites  of  death;  and  it  was  a  sight  of  deep 
reflective  thought  to  his  noble  mind  thus  to  ponder 
on  the  extraordinary  chances  which  bring  into  fel- 
lowship, at  their  last  home,  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
the  oppressor  and  his  victim,  often  laid  low  by  a 
sudden  visitation  of  sickness,  and  together  awaiting 
the  progress  of  the  seventy  days  given  to  their 
process.  Each  corpse  was  laid  upon  the  lion  couch 
or  bier ;  and  he  was  about  examining  the  sycamore 
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funereal  dedications,  which  were  at  the  head  of  their 
appropriate  tenants,  when  the  sudden  entrance  of 
the  taricheutes  awakened  him  from  his  reverie,  and 
the  cheerfulness  of  his  countenance  instantly  re- 
moved all  anxious  fears  as  to  his  details :  indeed,  his 
skilful  stratagem  had  succeeded  beyond  his  expecta- 
tion ;  Memphis  was  plunged  in  the  deepest  horror 
and  affliction  at  the  accounts  publicly  made  known 
of  Rameses  having  flung  himself  from  the  window 
of  his  prison.    The  body  was  found  much  disfigured 
by  the  fall,  and  it  appeared  a  long  time  dead ;  and 
Salatis,   not  averse  to   have   his   enemy   removed 
without  the  necessity  of  a  public  execution,  from 
some  lurking  remains  of  esteem  for  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  his  foe,  had  directed  his  body  to  be  magni- 
ficently prepared  for  interment ; — '  so  that,'  Phares 
added,  'I  am  directed  to  attend  at  night  for  the 
embalming,  which  must  be  performed  within  the 
castle,  the  jealous  nature  of  Salatis  fearing  that 
even  in  death  the  corpse  of  their  hero  might  be  made 
some  use  of  by  his  devoted  Memphians.     Thus, 
my  noble  patron,  our  secret  is  completely  secured, 
and  while  you  are  safely  shrouded  in  this  robe,  no 
one  will  attempt  to  approach  you,  during  your  pro- 
longed abode  under  our  roof.     By  my  attendance 
to-night  at  the  citadel,  our  departure  for  the  Laby- 
rinth, whither  I  purpose  to  conduct  you,  through 
secret  passages  known  to  myself,  must  unavoidably 
be  postponed  to  the  next  night.    Meanwhile  we  will 
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extract  our  present  day's  engagement  from  the  scene 
before  you,  whicli  so  deeply  engages  your  thoughts, 
but  which  use  has  familiarized  to  my  feelings,  so  as 
to  become  unnoticed  and  habitual.  In  this  range  of 
buildings  reside  our  different  classes  and  professions, 
combining  all  the  various  honourable  functionaries 
of  our  sacred  and  scientific  art.  We  have  here  the 
physician^',  or  priest;  the  embalmer,  or  surgeon; 
the  pollinctor,  or  apothecary ;  the  dissector,  or 
anatomist ;  the  taricheutes,  or  Salter ;  the  designer, 
or  painter;  and  the  dresser  of  the  dead.  Now  the 
first  (the  physician)  ^^  instructs  in  the  sacred  ceremo- 
nies. His  knowledge  of  all  vcoetables  and  minerals, 
as  well  as  gums  and  odoriferous  unguents,  gives 
him  skill  to  direct  the  requisite  preparations,  ac- 
cording to  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  deceased. 
The  sur£[eon  being:  skilful  in  the  nature  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  human  body,  and  acquainted  with 
the  disease  of  the  deceased,  prepares,  from  his 
knowledge  of  balsamic  medicines,  the  compounds 
required  in  every  subject ;  and  he  alone  can  form 
and  plan  the  bandages,  of  themselves  an  art  of  ex- 
quisite perfection  and  of  skill.  Behold  only  those 
two  swathed  forms  before  your  eyes.  How  numerous 
are  their  wrappers !  how  multiplied  the  swathings, 
every  way  tightly  bandaged,  yet  in  no  part  com- 
pressed ;  none  confused,  or  meeting,  although  re- 
plicated in  every  direction !  The  dissector  opens 
and  prepares  the  body,  placing  the  extracted  parts  in 
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these  canopi  jars  and  vases,  consecrated  by  the  Avcr- 
riinci  deities.  The  pollinctor  anoints  and  imbues  it 
with  the  gums,  spices,  cedar,  or  asphaltum.  We 
taricheutes  salt  and  prepare  it  with  the  finest  nitre. 
The  painter  and  dresser  conjointly  furnish  the  orna- 
mental and  figurative  hieroglyphical  decorations  of 
tlie  outer  case ;  and  in  strict  conformity  thereto, 
the  body  within  is  adorned.  When,  therefore,  the 
patterns  of  the  sarcophagi  appear,  the  great  Osiris, 
or  Isis,  mark  the  richest  and  most  costly  process, 
in  conjunction  and  in  honour  v/ith  the  names  and 
symbols  of  the  great  deities  of  our  native  land. 
Great  Pthah,  or  Aman,  with  the  symbol  of  the  ram, 
as  Agatho  dannon,  or  the  lord  supreme  of  life,  is 
sometimes  chosen:  others  choose  Anubis,  chief  deity 
of  the  dread  Hades,  or  Arueris,  the  emanation  of 
Osiris,  as  the  subterranean  sun  lighting  the  dusky 
central  abyss  with  orb  of  sullen  red  :  the  hav/k  su- 
preme cowers  over  some  with  his  wide  outspread- 
ing wings; — but  all  combine,  however  variously 
expressed,  in  one  harmonious  formulary  of  praise, 
and  intercessory  adcb'esses  to  the  dread  powers  of 
the  grave.  And  also  thus  our  sacred  books  of 
Hermes*^  teach  us,  that  our  inward  intellectual 
spark,  knowing  herself  existing  after  death,  desires 
the  body,  her  habitation  and  companion,  to  receive 
the  same  eternal  character.  The  prince  who  seeks 
for  gems  throughout  the  world,  and  treasures  up  his 
precious  jewels,  pearls,  and  stones  most  rare,  spares 
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at  no  cost  to  set  thepi  in  a  casket  worthy  of  their 
inestimable  price :  and  is  not  the  mind  or  soul  what 
is  most  precious  in  the  sight  of  the  great  Deity  ?   Is 
not  its  beautiful  case,  the  body,  deserving  of  every 
elaborate  attention,  to  preserve  it  pure,  unsullied,  as 
the  late  cover  of  its  noble  jewel  ?   If  statues  awaken 
our  recollections  and  sympathies,  and  if  gods  and 
kings  claim  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  posterity, 
which  of  the  grandest  of  the  colossi  of  our  land,  can 
show  the  lineaments  divine,   the  art  displayed  on 
every  form  of  man,  dearer  and  more  cherished  far 
by  his  own  friends  than  all  the  mighty  works  of 
art?     The  body,    thus  prepared,    perfumed  with 
odoriferous  gums   and   balsams,    swathed  in  pure 
byssus,  radiated  with  the  colours  ^^  of  the  elements, 
decked  in  precious  gems,  and  wrought  by  the  de- 
signer with  the  mystic  symbols  and  figures  hiero- 
glyphic of  our  sacred  deities,  becomes  a  temple  pure, 
inviting  to  its  former  living  spark,  as  wooing  it 
again,  by  permission  of  the  dread  powers  supreme,  to 
re-enter,  in  some  other  times,  in  some  future  ages, 
its  once  most  loved  abode  and  habitation.    For  we, 
who  are  brought  thus  daily  and  hourly  to  examine 
and  observe  the  human  form,  discern  such   won- 
drous symmetry,  such  exquisite  contrivance  of  the 
organs,  such  beautiful  harmony  of  powers,  as  our 
most  noble  and  learned  sages,  our  profoundest  na- 
turalists can  only  admire,  but  in  their  utmost  efforts 
cannot  imitate !' 
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A  slave  entering  here,  beckoned  to  Phares,  who 
conducting  Rameses  to  his  chamber,  left  him  to 
meditate  on  death,  and  all  its  accessory  scenes,  pre- 
sented so  closely  around  him,  and  thus  communing 
with  death,  and  induloing  those  reflective  thoughts 
which  link  us  with  our  being''s  end  and  aim,  the  in- 
tervening time  flew   swiftly,   until  the   taricheutcs 
had  fully  arranged  the  mode  of  himself  conveying 
Rameses,  thus  rescued  by  his  successful  stratagem, 
to  the  most  splendid  of  the  wonders  of  Egypt — the 
Labyrinth.     This  vast  pile  of  palaces,  connected 
together  by  majestic  proportions  of  porticoes  and 
squares,  was  so  constructed  as  to  admit  a  select 
representative  court  of  Egypt,  from  each  division 
of  her  thirty-six  prefectures,  exhibiting  within  its 
range  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  a  sovereign  re- 
sidence.   Adjoining  its  walls  spreads  a  vast  lake,  or 
rather  sea,  of  nearly  eighty  leagues  in  circumference, 
stretching  in  front  of  the  structure,  and  combining 
its  features  to  surpass  every  work  of  man,  and  to 
elevate  the  knowledge  and  enterprise  of  Egypt,  dis- 
played in  its  formation,  to  the  highest  pitch.     The 
intricate  and  involved  passages  of  the  Labyrinth  are 
infinite  in  number,  and  only  fully  known  to  the 
highest  order  of  priests ;  nor  are  their  entire  secrets 
clearly  developed  to  any,  save  to  the  supreme  priest, 
also  to  the  great  hierarch  of  Thebes ;  for  from  tliis 
celebrated  spot,  they  communicate  by  '^^subterranean 
passages  and  communications  unto  the  centre  of  the 
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temple  of  Pthah-Vulcan  of  Memphis.  These  secrets, 
used  for  their  mysteries,  now  served  the  double 
purpose  of  concealment  for  the  priests,  the  most 
pointed  objects  of  persecution  and  hatred  to  their 
Pallic  enemies,  as  well  as  to  convey  the  communi- 
cations of  importance  to  the  sacred  Adyta,  wherein 
lay  concealed  the  first  personages  of  the  priesthood. 
As  the  night  drew  on,  Phares  conducting  Ra~ 
meses,  approached  the  great  square :  it  was  a 
moment  of  sus})ense  and  thought  even  for  the  ele- 
vated fortitude  he  possessed,  to  thus  cross  the 
spot  so  recently  appropriated  to  witness  his  execu- 
tion. The  portico  was  guarded,  and  severe  pe- 
nalties prohibited  the  devotion  or  entrance  of  any 
Egyptian ;  but  turning  toward  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  temple,  they  found  darkness  deep  and 
total  hang  on  the  pile,  presenting  only  a  mass  of 
solid  masonry,  where  no  guard  or  hostile  eye  in- 
terrupted their  proceedings.  At  this  point  a  slight 
groove  bevilling  a  stone  was  strongly  pushed  by 
Phares:  on  its  discovery  by  the  touch,  when  felt 
and  sounded  by  an  iron  key,  it  returned  a  ringing 
noise.  Being  satisfied  of  its  identity,  which  the  eye 
could  not  detect,  after  a  sustained  pressure  of  some 
minutes  on  the  spring,  it  slowly  sunk  aslant,  leaving 
open  only  an  interstice  wide  enough  to  admit  a 
single  form,  who  creeping  into  the  aperture,  met  with 
a  similar  block,  whose  bevil,  in  a  similar  process 
repeated,  also  sunk,  and  on  its  plane  also  lowered 
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the   external    stone   sufficiently    to    show  a   large 
square  hole,  of  dimensions   framed   wide  enough 
to  admit  a  person  to  pass  within  on  his  hands  and 
knees.      Through  this  aperture   Phares  instantly 
entered,  followed  by  Rameses,  and  after  proceeding 
some  length,  a  cold  piercing  blast  warned  them  of 
being  near  some  opening;   and  Phares,  conjuring 
him   to  keep  on   the   ledge  closely  to   the   right, 
acquainted  him  that  the  passage  here  opened  to  an 
abyss  wherein  the  incautious  intruder  (if  to  any 
such,  fortune  should  reveal  the  secret  of  the  pannels) 
would  inevitably  perish.     So  constructed  also  was 
the  secret,  that  when  the  violators  of  the  pannels 
crawled  beyond  both  the  immense  slabs,  the  external 
pannels   became   self-closed,    impervious  to   every 
force,  except  by  the  secret  method  known  only  to 
the  priests.     Passing  cautiously  onward,  and  soon 
reaching  the  termination  of  this  terrific  and  gloomy 
vault,  they  arrived  within  a  small  arched  chamber, 
high  enough  to  stand  upright,  and  were  then  in 
security  beneath  the  great  temple.     Here  at  length 
assured  of  their  safety,  in  joyful  haste  Phares  trimmed 
his  lamp,  ere  they  prepared  to  thread  those  branching 
avenues,  which,  as  hidden  veins,  ramify  the  whole 
space  for  numerous  miles  around  the  circumference 
of  Memphis,  of  Crocodilopolis,  and  the  Labyrinth 
on  the  east,  diverging  also  toward  the  great  Mem- 
nonian  plain  on  the  south.     Many  hours  elapsed  in 
the  darkness  and  deep  gloom  ever  pervading  and 
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covering  these  subterranean  passages.  So  many  and 
intricate  were  they,  that  apparently  the  avenues 
they  passed  seemed  not  thoroughly  familiarized  to 
Phares,  who  most  carefully  counted  every  devious 
turning,  and  after  many  hours'  dark  and  dreary  tra- 
velling amid  these  gloomy  labyrinths,  they  at  length 
found  themselves  enclosed  within  a  rugged  cave. 
No  eye  could  have  discerned  the  sparry  stone,  en- 
clustered  by  its  rough  and  rocky  casing,  which, 
touched  by  Phares,  gave  signal  of  their  approach ; 
and  shortly  after,  a  dull  subterranean  noise  attracted 
the  notice  of  Rameses,  who  casting  his  eyes  around, 
now  saw  a  ray  of  light  darting  through  an  aper- 
ture, which  opened  by  some  secret  spring  to 
their  approach,  by  which  they  entered  on  a  court, 
and  soon  perceived  that  they  were  issuing  forth 
within  the  external  walls  of  the  magnificent  palace 
of  the  Labyrinth.  It  was  indeed  shining  resplendent 
in  the  beams  of  day,  brightly  displaying,  in  lines 
of  radiance,  its  vistas  and  lofty  porticoes,  line  after 
line  retiring  in  architectural  symmetry,  through 
whose  space  the  eye  reposed  upon  the  widely 
spreading  and  majestic  waters  of  the  lake.  Upon 
their  liquid  expanse  the  stately  pelican,  the  glowing 
flamingos,  ibises,  and  herons,  were  majesticallj' float- 
ing, with  all  the  multitudinous  tribes  of  feathered 
fowl.  Rameses,  deeply  impressed  with  the  sanctity, 
beauty,  and  majesty  of  this  holy  fane,  and  looking 
forth  upon  the  lake,    spreading  its  vast  sheet  of 
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waters  far  as  llic  eye  could  reiich,  felt  his  heart 
exalting  and  throbbing  with  delight,  to  find  that 
he  was  again  free.  The  gates  of  the  splendid  pile 
■were,  on  notice  of  the  hero's  approach,  widely  opened 
to  admit  him,  and  the  priests  welcomed  his  recep- 
tion as  a  member  and  participator  of  their  rites  and 
mysteries.  Inst^intly  admitted  within  the  sanctuary, 
they  evidenced,  by  the  splendour  shiningaround,hovv 
highly  his  character  and  services  were  estimated. 

Amid  all  the  members  of  the  priesthood  no  one 
possessed  more  mild  benignity  than  Smendis,  who, 
well  aware  of  the  high  veneration  connected  with 
the  rank,  virtue,  and  talent  of  Rameses,  as  well  as 
his  character  of  Epoptse  of  the  mysteries,  impressed 
with  his  virtues  and  excellence,  ventured  on  a  mea- 
sure of  peril  in  his  reception  within  the  temple ;  for 
although  the  immense  strength  of  the  enclosures, 
and  the  jealousy  with  which  the  gates  were  guarded, 
threw  a  veil  of  secrecy  over  all  that  passed  within 
its  ample  circle,  yet  the  storm  had  lately  lowered 
over  them  also ;  and  although  as  yet  undisturbed  in 
their  rites,  the  forbearance  had  not  arisen  from  any 
spirit  of  peculiar  lenity  toward  them,  but  from  their 
isolated  position  on  the  edge  of  the  Libyan  desert, 
which  left  them  at  the  mercy  of  Salatis,  whenever 
the  consolidation  of  his  plans  at  Memphis  should 
afford  him  the  leisure  to  take  possession  of  their  dis- 
trict. While  mildness  ruled  his  heart,  yet  in  this 
point  energetic,  Smendis  felt  that  if  the  temple  fell, 
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for  welcoming  Rameses,  its  destruction  was  well  in- 
curred in  the  cause  of  the  bravest  of  its  defenders : 
he    therefore   firmly    resolved   on    receiving,    with 
every  lustre,  the  being  who  had  been  the  hope  of 
Egypt.    Here  Rameses  also  met  with  the  emissaries 
of  Sabacon,  and  welcomed  with  the  purest  delight 
their  communications  of  his  brother's  regained  affec- 
tion.    It  was  Smendis's  express  instructions,  that 
Sabacon,   taking  advantage  of  his  brother's  most 
propitious  escape,  as  well  as  of  the  Libyan  desert 
being  yet  open  and  free  from  enemies,  should  im- 
mediately join  him  at  the  Labyrinth.     Then  might 
they  again  concert  if  any  hope  remained  of  suc- 
cessful exertions  for  Egypt's  sake ;  then  also  might 
the  brothers  fulfil  the  parental  injunction  of  Sosis, 
to  be  interred  with  his  ancestors.     Sabacon  would 
feel  the  full  value  of  this  last  and  dearest  privilege 
of  conveying  the  embalmed  corpse  to  the  vaults, 
wherein  repose  the  royal  race  of  Egypt's  earliest 
monarchs,  also  the  sacred  crocodiles,  stored  around 
with  treasures  of  amazing  value.     Rameses  expe- 
rienced, however,  amid  the  privilege  of  his  deliver- 
ance, the  deepest  and  most  oppressive  anxiety  for 
the  safety  and  situation  of  Nitocris,  as  also  of  Saptha; 
and  he  resolved,  as  soon  as  the  last  duties   were 
performed  to  his  father's  corpse,  to  retire  into  the 
Thebaide,  and  to  seek  out  the  retreat  of  his  Nito- 
cris, and  of  the  Queen. 

Meantime  Smendis,  observing  the  deep  dejection 
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•wliich  hung  over  the  mind  of  Rameses,  sought  to 
dispel  its  clouds  by  leading  him  to  the  wonders 
and  glories  of  the  pile,  and  its  surrounding  scenery. 
Situated  in  the  centre  of  the  thirty-six  nomes  of 
Egypt,  having  eighteen  to  the  ^^  north,  and  eighteen 
also  to  the  south,  the  superb  palace  contains  within 
its  twelve  courts  the  divisions  which  re-unite  these 
chambers:  fifteen  hundred  are  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground,  and  these  unite  the  greatest 
efforts  and  display  of  human  industry  and  art. 
Spacious  halls  lead  through  smaller  apartments  "^  to 
large  and  maffnificent  courts  without  end.  The 
ceilings  and  walls  are  of  marble,  adorned  with  the 
finest  sculpture.  Around  each  court,  also,  are  pillars 
of  the  whitest  and  most  polished  marble.  The  divi- 
sion which  formed  the  Mcmphian  nome  was  pecu- 
liarly appropriated  to  Rameses :  it  presented  an 
immense  peristyle,  flagged  with  precious  marbles  of 
stupendous  dimensions ;  and  entered  by  a  massive 
pylon  of  sculptured  granite,  within  which  stood  two 
colossi  of  Ammon,  each  of  them  holding  the  sacred 
crux.  Further  within  the  court,  and  opening  to 
the  extensive  avenue  of  sphinxes,  three  statues  stood 
on  each  side  of  Anubis ;  the  sphinxes  couching,  of 
colossal  proportions,  reposed  eighteen  on  each  side 
of  the  avenue,  which  led  to  the  base  of  a  vast  and 
immense  flight  of  steps,  forming  a  marble  staircase, 
extending  in  width  the  whole  side  of  the  square. 
On  the  summit  of  the  eighteen   steps   stood  the 
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temple  of  the  Moniphian  uome,  its  architrave  dis- 
playing the  Agatlie  demon,  with  its  marble  roof 
glowing  in  azure  and  golden  stars,  supported  by 
pillars  of  colossal  dimensions,  sculptured  Avith  hiero- 
glyphics. In  the  extreme  end  of  this  temple,  open- 
ing in  front  by  the  portico,  was  seen  the  sitting  statue 
of  great  Vulcan :  under  its  foundations  range  the 
subterranean  apartments,  glowing  with  mystic  sculp- 
tures, combining  all  the  symbols  of  the  mythologic 
rites,  as  well  as  the  learning  and  knowledge  of  Egypt. 
In  the  adjoining  adyta?  lie  the  mummies  of  the  sacred 
crocodiles  "*' ;  and  on  the  south  the  embalmed  sove- 
reigns in  regal  alcoves,  and  also  the  sacred  priests 
and  warriors  of  the  land :  and  here  was  the  last  abode 
now  destined  to  receive  the  embalmed  corpse  of 
Sosis.  A  granite  pyramid  lifting  its  bulk  in  the  air, 
here  bounded  the  Labyrinth  with  its  sublime  eleva- 
tion. From  hence  the  immense  platform,  beautifully 
paved  and  flagged,  spread  as  a  plain  of  polished 
marbles  throughout,  by  its  richness,  its  extent,  and 
its  magnificence,  astonishing  the  imagination.  But 
these  piles,  however  grand,  affect  not  the  heart  as 
the  vast  lake  which  adjoins :  here  the  eye  of  Rameses 
delighted  to  dwell ;  upon  this  Lake  of  Moeris,  the 
greatest  work  of  utility  and  labour  ever  perfected 
by  man,  extending  in  circuit  two  hundred  and  forty 
miles,  and  dug  the  depth  of  above  two  hundred 
feet.  This  great  basin  received  within  its  ample 
bosom    the    waters  of  the  river;    and  during  an 
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inundation  which  exceeded  the  usual  standard  of 
the  Nile,  through  its  sluices  and  well  arranged  levels 
it  admitted  the  surplus  quantity  of  water,  other- 
wise destructive  of  the  usual  fertility,  draining  off 
the  superabundance  among  the  sands  of  Libya. 
But  upon  the  retreat  of  the  Nile  to  its  natural 
channel,  or  upon  its  falling  in  its  beneficent  supply 
below  its  scale  of  plenty,  here  were  heaped  up  a 
surface  and  most  inestimable  reservoir  of  waters, 
eighty  leagues  in  circumference,  and  thirty  feet 
higher  in  level  than  the  natural  bed  of  the  river, 
prepared  with  every  necessary  means  ready  to  form 
a  second  inundation,  flowing  in  enriching  and 
abundant  streams  wherever  necessary,  and  at  plea- 
sure. Whatever  could  secure  the  interests,  the 
plenty,  the  prosperity  of  Egypt,  here  was  within 
the  power  of  the  king  and  father  of  his  country, 
who  could  thus  pour  forth,  as  from  a  plenteous 
urn,  the  fertilising  and  refreshing  streams  of  abun- 
dance. '  The  Pyramids  are  impressively  sublime ; 
the  Labyrinth  and  its  temples  stupendously  won- 
derful and  magnificent ;  the  obelisks  start  forth  as 
eternal  monuments  of  skill  and  science;  but  the 
vast  reservoir  of  the  Sea  of  Moeris  is  the  type  of 
the  Great  Creator  of  the  universe ;  it  ensures  to  its 
author  the  praise  and  the  blessings  of  posterity.'' 

Such  were  the  exclamations  of  Rameses  as  he 
contemplated  its  sublime  expanse.  The  Labyrinth 
stands  on  the  western  shore  of  this  lake,  and  the 
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north-eastern  banks  appear  framed  in  a  sweeping 
circle  of  awful,  sterile,  and  terrific  mountains,  Avhich 
communicate  a  peculiar  air  of  grandeur  and  solitary 
wildncss  to  its  shores.  These  waters  containina; 
exhaustless  stores  of  fish,  attract  hither  the  dark 
and  light  heron,  flocks  of  flamingos,  of  ducks,  of 
geese,  and  ibis,  and  above  all,  of  the  stately  pelican, 
sailing  along  majestically  as  the  queen  of  the  waters. 
And  in  contemplating  the  charms  of  Nature  dis- 
played in  these  scenes,  amid  her  glorious  works 
peopled  with  her  tribes  of  dependent  beings,  Ra- 
meses  felt  the  anxious  throbs  and  cares  of  his  rest- 
less and  agitated  spirits  soothed  down  into  a  com- 
posure and  peace  that  renewed  every  exhausted 
tone  within  him,  stringing  them  again  to  high  and 
virtuous  resolve.  While  thus  devoted  to  the  sacred 
duties  of  the  temple,  and  the  reviving  contem- 
plations of  the  waters  and  the  shores  of  Moeris,  a 
messenger  ari'iving  acquainted  them  of  the  approach 
from  the  desert  of  a  band  and  escort  with  Sabacon 
and  the  body  of  Sosis.  Great  as  were  the  virtues 
of  the  deceased,  and  illustrious  as  was  the  self-de- 
voted valour  with  which  he  breathed  his  last  in  the 
field  of  honour,  yet  were  the  rules  of  sepulture'"^  in 
this  most  inviolate  asylum  immutable;  and  there- 
fore subordinate  priests  and  taricheutes  immediately 
left  the  Labyrinth  to  conduct  the  procession  around 
the  western  head  of  the  lake  upon  the  north-east 
side  of  its  waters,  opposite  to  the  extensive  plain 
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whicli  the  palaces  of  the  Labyrinth  covered,  and 
where  a  rugged  and  shaggy  pass  between  the  moun- 
tains admitted  the  train  of  mourners  to  the  banks  of 
that  stream  which  must  be  passed  to  the  glorious 
mansions  of  the  illustrious  dead  enshrined  within 
these  walls.  Upon  the  shore,  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  the  temple  frowns  of  black  Hecate,  the  entrance 
by  a  door  of  ebony  under  a  portico  of  four  pillars, 
within  which,  as  a  sepulchre,  the  body  was  to  be 
placed,  awaiting  its  trial.  Adjoining  thereto  is  a 
portico,  and  the  Gate  of  Truth,  with  the  headless 
image  of  Truth,  symbolizing,  by  its  having  neither 
eyes,  ears,  nor  senses,  that  Truth,  which  is  abstract 
and  impassive,  cannot  misguide  or  mislead  through 
partiality  or  prejudice  in  an  after-life. 

Within  this  sacred  and  solemn  spot  Ramescs, 
absorbed  in  deep  grief,  was  secluded  for  the  hours 
of  suspense  and  mourning,  until  a  dark  line  on  the 
horizon  marked  a  procession  approaching  the  lake, 
which  soon  drew  near  enough  to  be  distinguished 
by  the  expectant  assemblage.  It  consisted  of  thirty- 
six  bow-men  from  the  fens,  the  savage  race  now 
subject  to  Sabacon.  Their  tall  and  bony  appear- 
ance, with  the  roughness  of  their  exterior,  threw  a 
strong  character  of  native  independency  and  bold- 
ness in  their  gait  as  they  entered  the  glen,  asso- 
ciating them  strikingly  with  its  wild  and  dismal  ap- 
pearance. Two  taricheutes,  with  golden  rods  and 
crux  aurata,  preceded  a  bier,  whereon  reposed,  ra- 
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ther  than  lay,  the  corpse  of  Sosis.  So  admirably 
had  *9  the  embalmers  performed  their  art,  that  every 
trait  of  physiognomy  wore  its  full  character  of  mild- 
ness and  expression  unchanged  by  death  :  the  hand 
of  this  dread  deity  had  marked  no  disfiguring  traces 
on  a  beins  whose  end  was  heroic  to  the  soul  and 
sweet  to  the  hero.  The  noble  form  who  followed, 
and  who  scarcely  lifted  his  eyes  from  the  dead,  was 
Sabacon,  still  grand,  majestic,  and  impressive,  but 
now  also  purified  by  afflictions  and  sorrow  to  be 
tender  and  repentant.  His  full  eye  turned  with 
solemn  meaning  to  the  gorge  they  were  descending, 
as  the  waters  of  the  lake  met  his  view  :  they  asked 
by  an  abashed  and  sunken  glance  whether  an  in- 
jured brother  could  pardon?  The  banner  of  great 
Pthah,  the  deity  of  Memphis,  the  banners  of  Osiris 
and  of  Isis,  with  twelve  selected  warriors,  old  and 
aged  veterans,  companions  of  Sosis,  formed  all  his 
procession  to  his  last  abode;  and  so  simple  were 
the  rites  and  pomp,  that  to  the  eye  of  any  jealous 
foe  (if  such  looked  on  or  crossed  its  path)  the  whole 
mioht  seem  the  interment  of  a  man  of  little  note 
consummated  with  privacy. 

Lono-  ere  the  train  had  reached  the  lake,  the  im- 
patient  Rameses  was  clasped  in  his  brother's  arms, 
and  on  liis  throbbing  heart  poured  forth  the  scald- 
ing tears  which  Nature  wrung  at  sight  of  Sosis, 
parent  most  cherished  and  revered.  Locking  their 
arms,  entwined  as  the  vine  tendrils  clasp  around 
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and  fasten  to  a  parent  trunk,  without  the  dread 
and  awful  silence  being  disturbed,  they  reached  the 
shores,  and  the  bier  and  body,  amid  streaming  tears, 
was  borne  within  dread  Hecate's  gloom)^  porch. 
The  sons  stood  by  the  entrance,  and  the  hollow 
trump  proclaimed  the  dead  arrived.  Instantly  the 
opposite  shores  blazed  with  bright  torches ;  but 
until  the  sun  had  set  in  darkness,  no  appearance 
marked  the  awful  scene,  save  one  forlorn  and  crazy 
bark,  the  baris  ^'' of  the  shades,  paddled  along  the 
waters  in  the  dark  obscure  by  Charon's  hands,  and 
moored,  expectant  of  its  corpse,  opposite  the  portals 
of  dread  Hecate's  fane. 

At  the  sad  humming  sounds  that  spread  around 
the  lake,  as  if  well  known  their  funereal  tones,  the 
birds  of  prey  flew  on  the  wing  with  saddening 
screams  to  seek  their  nests.  The  stately  pelican 
forbore  her  fishing  plunge,  and  sailing  by  majestic, 
swiftly  sought  her  well-known  haunt ;  and  soon  the 
lake,  silent  and  solitary,  appeared  the  river  of  sad 
Acherusia — the  stream  of  many  tears,  which  all 
must  pass,  and  over  which  again  no  soul  returns ! 
The  ibis  only  in  his  dotted  ^^  colours  showed  faintly 
in  the  shadows  of  the  nioht  and  shining  of  torches 
over  the  lake,  itself  an  emblem  and  companion  of 
the  sepulchre. 

As  darkness  settled  on  the  lake,  deep  and  impal- 
pable, a  loud  and  sullen  thunder,  rolling  on  the  op- 
posite shores,  and  unusual  gleams  of  light,  declared 
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the  judges'"  solemn  approach,  whereat  the  stoutest 
hearts  are  known  to  fail.  For  where  is  the  being 
who  can  meet  the  hour  of  open  scrutiny  and  justice, 
eagle-eyed  and  most  severe  ?  Who  does  not  feel  the 
numberless  offences  calling  out  for  punishment, 
Avhich  man  perpetrates  in  full  race  of  life,  and 
scarcely  follows  with  a  sigh  ?  Rameses  and  Sabacon 
with  looks  of  awe  awaited  the  approach  of  the  forty 
judges ;  who,  entering  the  Portico  of  Truth,  seated 
themselves  in  a  semicircle,  their  president  wearing 
the  charmed  necklace  of  Truth,  studded  in  emeralds. 
Before  the  judges  the  bearers  placed  the  corpse  and 
bier,  and  instantly  proclamation  was  made  for  the 
accusers  and  enemies  of  the  deceased  forthwith  to 
appear,  to  lay  to  his  charge  the  crimes  and  evil  done. 
The  sounds  echoed  over  the  lake,  as  thrice  the  sum- 
mons, at  due  intervals,  was  made:  when  silence, 
deep  and  undisturbed,  lasting  for  a  space,  evidenced 
that  no  citizen  could  accuse  the  deceased  with  any 
breach  of  public  or  private  fault  of  malice  or  re- 
venge. The  taricheutes  bore  forth  the  canopic 
jars,  containing  the  extracted  parts  of  the  dead 
corpse,  when  over  them  an  adjuration  was  pro- 
nounced ^-,  declaring  every  fault  or  trespass  of  the 
body  flowed  from  their  impulse,  and  was  chargeable 
on  their  desires,  not  on  the  now  cleansed  form. 
This  rite  completed,  during  which  the  judges  sat 
inflexible,  austere,  and  unmoved,  the  sons  of  the 
dead  hero  hung  on  his  noble  features,  that  were 
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serene  as  in  sweet  sleep ;  until  the  moment  when 
the  bearers  of  the  golden  rods  proclaimed  and  de- 
manded, if  any  one  present  could  depose  to  virtue 
manifested,  benefits  conferred,  or  glory  acquired,  in 
the  meed  of  praise  for  Sosis.  Instantly  both  bro- 
thers, lifting  their  heads,  rushed  forward ;  but  Sa- 
bacon,  seizing  the  hand  of  Rameses,  besought  him 
to  declare  those  bright  deeds  of  Sosis  with  which 
Egypt  was  acquainted. 

Who   shall   designate   the   glowing   terms,    the 
touches  of  natu)e  flowing  from  the  heart,  where- 
with a  fond  and   tender  son   embalms  a  beloved 
parent's  memory !    How  he  describes  his  piety  to 
the  gods,  his  justice  toward  men,  his  chastity,  and 
all    the    combined    excellencies  wherein   he    most 
excelled !     So   truly  and  so  well  he  poured  forth 
Nature's  accents,  that  now  first  by  their  sensations 
evidencing  that  they  were  living  beings,  and  relax- 
ing from  their  immoveable  position,  the  president 
collected   all  the  suffrages,  then  with  solemn  step 
paced  to  the  bier,  and  touched  the  lips  of  Sosis  with 
his  emerald  necklace  of  great  truth.     The  joy,  the 
shouts,  the  blaze  of  a  thousand  lamps  and  torches 
instantly  broke  forth  around  :  they  sang  loud  strains 
of  commendation,  amid  which  the  bier  and  corpse 
were  placed  in  Baris.    Old  Charon  ferried  forth  the 
crazy  vehicle  to  its  eternal  residence,  to  repose  for 
ever  with  the  just  in  the  mansions  of  great  Ammon. 
The  judges,  Rameses,  Sabacon,  and  their  train  fol- 
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low  in  barges  toward  the  splendid  pile,  blazing  with 
light.  The  priests,  with  censers  breathing  odours 
of  Sabit^an  sweetness,  received  the  shining  train ; 
and  all  the  courts  invested  in  funereal  grandeur, 
they  entered  a  vast  hall,  brilliant  with  all  the  sym- 
bolized display  of  great  Egyyit's  deities,  of  flowering 
lotos,  and  of  the  Persea  plants  of  life,  breathing  in 
each  apartment  the  sweetness  of  a  state  removed 
beyond  the  storms  of  life,  landed  on  shores  of  future 
exaltation,  redolent  of  future  peace.  From  hence, 
throufjh  leno-thened  halls  and  Galleries  within  the 
Memphian  section  of  the  pile,  the  honoured  corpse, 
followed  by  the  sorrowing  sons,  was  deposited  in  its 
last  coffer  with  mystic  symbolizations,  prepared  by 
taricheutes,  in  its  own  peculiar  stately  domicile, 
amid  the  great  ancestors  of  the  Sosis  line. 

These  painful  yet  most  soothing  duties  thus  per- 
formed, the  heart,  surcharged,  flics  from  man  to 
solitude  and  nature,  seeking  solace  in  her  grandeur 
and  in  silence.  The  brothers  separate  to  meet 
again  at  break  of  day  in  solenm  sacrifice,  thus  at- 
testing their  gratitude  to  the  gods,  and  their  mutual 
fraternal  love  and  league  revived :  instantly  after 
which  they  were  to  part, — Rameses  to  soothe  his 
aching  heart  by  exploring,  though  at  hazard  of  his 
safety,  all  the  caves  of  the  Thebaide  range ;  while 
Sabacon,  retracing  back  his  steps  to  the  Sebennetic 
nome,  prepared  the  means  of  pouring  all  his  forces 
on  the  Delta.     Mutually  confiding  every  thought, 
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renewing  every  tie  of  brotherly  affection,  ere  morn- 
ing gilded  the  mountains  of  the  eastern  range,  and 
poured  its  radiance  over  the  lake,  they  had  sought 
each  other  to  develope  their  plans  of  enterprise ; 
when  the  sacrifices  in  praise  of  Serapis,  the  god  of 
Hades,  ready,  the  priests  entei'ing,  led  them  forth 
to  the  inner  sanctuary,  to  the  altars  already  blazing, 
and  where  victims  were  prepared.  It  was  a  portico 
of  ten  majestic  columns,  crowned  with  the  lotos 
shaft  as  stalks  encircling  with  the  bands ;  it  fronted 
a  temple  scooped  out  and  sculptured  in  the  massy 
pyramid,  which  rose  above  the  portico  in  its  sublime 
height.  In  its  front  shone  the  entablature  of  great 
Osiris'  power,  the  stately  Agatho  demon's  wide  over- 
spreading wing  arising  from  the  Ubasus  cornice. 
Two  colossal  forms  of  Isis  reposed  on  pedestals  on 
either  side  the  entrance.  In  the  court  beneath, 
ranged  on  each  side,  were  twelve  monolithic  shrines, 
supporting  as  many  massy  sphinxes,  while  each  shrine 
was  richly  sculptured  with  four  of  Anubis'  forms. 
Under  the  temple  opened  the  mystic  adyta,  lead- 
ing to  the  subterranean  apartments ;  and  on  either 
part  of  a  small  pyramidal  doorway  were  busts  of  the 
Aphroditic  Isis,  crowned  with  the  lunette  and  disk. 
In  this  most  elaborately  ornamented  square  was 
the  sacrifice  performed,  while  music  breathed  around. 
The  hearts  of  the  two  brothers  were  knit  together  in 
the  sweet  return  of  confidence,  and  of  love  assured. 
The  priests,  standing  in  rows,  now  proclaimed  the 
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auguries  propitious,  and  Smcndis  was  offering  the 
streaming  blood,  wiien  discordant  shouts  with  clash- 
ing arms  resounded  near  them.  To  close  the  rites 
was  evidently  needful ;  but  ere  any  resolution  could 
be  taken,  the  court  beneath  was  filled  with  armed 
Palli,  who  instantly  forming  in  ranks,  poured  a  flight 
of  arrows  into  the  temple.  The  portico  was  open, 
and  sculptured  with  mystic  symbols,  and  the  niches 
filled  with  colossal  deities,  and  its  sides  being  hewn 
in  a  rock,  offered  no  avenue  of  escape,  but  by  the 
front  court,  now  filled  with  foes,  to  whom  the  as- 
sembled sacrificers  offered  a  striking  mark  for  their 
missile  weapons.  Both  Rameses  and  Sabacon,  in 
eager  haste  impetuously  rushing  forward,  perceived 
instantly  that  their  only  way  of  escape  in  front 
'Was  surrounded.  Their  imminent  danger  increased 
each  moment,  while  the  enormous  height  of  the 
platform  of  the  excavated  temple  towered  so  far 
above  the  reach  of  their  pursuers,  that  they  could 
only  ascend  upon  its  stage  by  returning  to  the  outer 
court,  and  thence  by  lateral  steps  ascending  the 
terraces  around.  The  tumults  and  alarms  pre- 
vented every  means  of  counsel,  if  indeed  such  could 
be  given,  when  certain  death  or  capture  only  awaited 
them.  The  priests  had  fled  precipitately  along  the 
terraced  sides  unmolested,  as  from  the  fflitterinor 
and  majestic  forms  of  the  two  noble  brothers  striking 
every  eye,  they  became  the  mark  of  innumerable 
hostile  arms.     To  move  from  the  portico  would  be 
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instant  death.  Under  these  circumstances,  perceiving 
also  their  foes  already  mounted  on  the  distant  ter- 
races, and  with  shouts  rushing  toward  them,  the 
brothers  with  one  consent  retired  within  the  shrine, 
resolved  to  die  before  the  sacred  altar.  Snatching 
each  a  burning  brand  from  off  it,  the  stir  and  move- 
ment of  the  blaze  sent  forth  a  cloud  of  incense  and 
thick  smoke,  which  rose  and  rolled  around  the  front, 
concealing  them  from  every  eye.  At  this  moment 
and  pause  of  agonizing  suspense,  as  Rameses  gazed 
on  the  form  of  mighty  Serapis,  god  of  the  dead,  a 
thought  as  lio;htninfj flashed  across  his  brain — 'misrht 
not  the  great  image  conceal  beneath  its  mystic  cube 
a  sacred  way,  as  that  by  which,  on  his  emerging 
from  the  mysteries,  he  had  re-appeared  in  the  great 
Theban  sanctuary  V  In  a  moment's  space  he  struck 
the  corner  thrice  with  the  brand  most  violently ; 
his  eager  eye  beheld  the  slab  move  slowly  back,  dis- 
closing in  impenetrable  gloom  an  open  aperture  ! 
Instantly  seizing  Sabacon,  and  pointing  to  the 
chasm,  one  moment  saw^  them  enter  the  cavity,  de- 
scend its  flight  of  steps,  and  safely  close  its  marble 
jaws. 
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Intricacy  of  the  Labyrinth  by  which  the  brothers  escape  to 
a  woodman's  hut  on  the  lake  of  McEris  :  here  separating, 
Ramescs  in  disguise  crosses  the  desert. — Its  intense  heat. 
— The  mirage  appears. — Arrived  at  the  Memnonium,  he 
finds  Betis  disguised  as  a  papyrus-maker  for  the  funereal 
rites. — He  resolves  on  concealing  his  existence  under  his 
roof. — The  scenery  around,  also  theNecropoUs  of  Thebes, 
and  the  interior  of  some  tombs. — Visit  to  a  splendid  one 
by  the  relatives. — Rameses  seeks  a  figure  which  has 
hidden  itself  among  the  tombs. — His  search  unsuccessful. 
The  story  of  Pamouthes,  a  rich  usurer  of  Thebes,  and  his 
funereal  papyrus. — Phares  arriving,  brings  a  message 
from  Tarcos, 

As  Rameses  and  Sabacon  descended  into  the 
dark  and  lengthened  passage,  the  noise  and  tumult 
above  proclaimed  the  amazement  of  their  astonished 
pursuers,  whicli  was  distinctly  audible,  and  im- 
pressed them  forcibly  with  the  necessity  of  an  in- 
stant and  speedy  departure  from  a  vicinity  become 
so  highly  dangerous  from  this  discovery :  but, 
although  the  prompt  remembrance  and  bold  ex- 
periment of  Rameses  had  thus  warded  off  the  im- 
pending destruction,  and  enabled  the  brothers  to 
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diulc  the  sword  wlicn  uplifted  to  destroy  them, 
so  great  was  the  intricacy  of  the  passages  of  the 
Jabyrinthian  pile,  that  their  power  of  escape  and 
extrication  remained  extremely  doubtful.  In  vain 
they  explored  the  passes,  and  with  rapid  haste 
traversed  the  outlets  presenting  themselves  on  every 
side.  After  spending  a  considerable  time  in  the 
greatest  efforts,  they  were  deeply  concerned  to  find 
their  position  nearly  at  the  same  point  from  whence 
they  had  first  set  forth.  At  this  period  of  time,  a 
sound  like  low  distant  thunder  rolled  on  the  left, 
and  following  the  echoes  through  the  passages,  it 
was  with  joy  that  Rameses  \\  as  enabled  to  overtake 
a  fugitive  priest,  who,  alarmed  at  the  unwonted 
tread  of  feet,  was  speeding  to  his  retreat.  Re- 
cognising the  brothers,  and  hearing  from  them  of 
their  wonderful  deliverance,  he  instantl}'  became 
their  guide,  and  through  windings,  which  without 
such  a  clue  would  have  proved  perfectly  inex- 
tricable, he  at  length  emerged  with  them  from 
these  pillared  and  cavernous  retreats  to  the  air  and 
light  of  day,  where  both  Rameses  and  Sabacon 
immediately  recognised  the  mountain  gorge  and 
temple  of  Hecate.  Looking  on  the  fine  expanse  of 
the  lake,  here  they  were  for  the  present  safe,  as  the 
devious  subterranean  paths  which  had  thus  brought 
them  to  the  opj^osite  shores  of  the  lake  were  un- 
known to  their  enemies,  and  the  whole  scene 
around  was  silent  and  undisturbed.     Upon  ascend- 
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inoj  the  wild  range  of  mountains  which  encircled 
the  north-east  boundary,  the  friendly  priest  brought 
them  to  an  obscure  hut,  occupied  seemingly  by  a 
wood-cutter,  an  emissary  and  partisan  of  the  priests, 
one  lone:  accustomed  to  transmit   their  secret  in- 
telligence.     The  short  pause  of  time  spent  at  his 
station  was  actively  occupied  in  summoning  together 
the  escort  of  the  funereal  bier  of  Sosis.    Danger  and 
peril  hanging  over  their  movements,  the  brothers 
were  now  under  the  necessity  of  separating.     Ra- 
meses  tore  himself  from  the  arms  and  entreaties  of 
Sabacon,  resolute  to  dare  the  perils  inseparable  from 
the  investigation  of  the  caves  and  vicinity  of  Thebes, 
also  the  haunts  of  the  Arabian  and  Libyan  chain. 
He  felt  a  gleam  of  hope  which  blinded  him  to  the 
dangers  of  the  attempt,  as  he  thought  of  the  safety 
of  Nitocris.    However  low  or  desperate  seemed  the 
fortunes  of  his  country,  his  brother  and  himself 
trusted  to  keep  up  their  frequent  communication, 
and  by  their  united  efforts  to  revive  a  spirit  of  re- 
sistance and  re-action  in  Egypt.     Reunited  after 
such  a  trial  under  so  many  affecting  circumstances, 
they  felt  acutely  the  severe  necessity  of  parting, 
until  at  last,  Sabacon,  by  a  violent  effort,  after  an 
ex[)resslve  farewell  to  his  brother,  plunged  into  the 
ravine  leading  toward  the  desert,  followed  by  his 
devoted   band,   which   soon   disappeared  from   the 
eyes  of  Kameses. 

While  he  followed  their  lessening  forms  to  the 
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extreme  boundary  of  ihe  horizon,  he  listened  with 
gratitude  to  the  friendly  priest,  as  he  strongly  urged 
and  recommended  him  instantly  to  assume  a  dis- 
guise, and  proceed  through  the  Libyan  chain  to 
some  obscure  retreat,  remarking,  that  the  enemy's 
jealousy  and  suspicion  once  awakened  by  the  bro- 
thers' appearance  as  warriors,  and  their  escape,  they 
Avould  pursue  every  means  of  thoroughly  scru- 
tinising the  Labyrinth  and  its  neighbourhood,  per- 
haps even  of  destroying  It.  He  also  mournfully 
expressed,  that  no  power  of  theirs  could  protect 
Rameses,  or  render  his  longer  continuance  therein 
secure,  although  the  Palli  were  yet  ignorant  of  his 
existence,  and  how  narrowly  he  escaped  becoming 
their  prisoner.  '  Submit  to  the  necessary  restraints, 
and  yet  their  vigilance  shall  be  eluded,'  were  his 
expressions,  as  retiring  with  him  to  the  hut. 

Rameses  w-as  soon  provided  with  a  dress  and  im- 
plements of  labour.  His  face,  neck,  and  hands  were 
washed  with  a  berry  producing  a  yellow  and  tanned 
hue,  under  which  disguise  he  immediately  engaged  the 
guidance  of  the  man,  who  had  frequently  performed 
the  journey  to  the  Thebaide  and  the  Memnonium,  in 
the  service  of  the  priests,  by  the  orders  of  Smendis. 
Then  Rameses,  filled  with  gratitude,  bidding  fare- 
well to  the  friendly  priest.  Immediately  jn'oceeded 
on  foot  with  his  conductor  into  the  heart  of  the 
Libyan  desert.  Requiring  to  know  the  import  of 
a  few  words  whispered  by  the  priest  ere  he  had 
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quitted  their  side,  Ranieses  found  that  it  was  the 
strictest  injunction  to  conduct  him  to  a  friend  of 
the  Mizraim  people  and  of  their  unhappy  cause, 
who  now  lived  in  the  acanthus  grove  of  the  Mem- 
nonium,  there  pursuing  the  trade  of  maker  of  the 
papyri  rolls  for  the  dead :  he  had  thus  become  a  use- 
ful associate  and  emissary  between  the  two  great 
temples  and  their  cavernous  sanctuaries.  Although 
Rameses  felt  some  repugnance  at  thus  being  (as 
it  were  without  his  consent)  transferred  to  the 
chai'ge  and  the  discretion  of  an  unknown  being, 
yet  his  guide  in  a  very  short  time,  by  recapitulating 
the  precautions  and  vigilance  of  the  usurping  go- 
vernment, as  well  as  the  activity  and  vigour  of 
their  plans,  proved  to  Rameses,  that  his  principal 
chance  of  safety  rested  upon  the  sheltering  roof 
and  screen  of  the  poor  and  humble  papyri  artificer. 
It  seemed  somewhat  pecuUar,  that  thus  every  step 
of  his  life  should  be  in  some  degree  intertwined  with 
the  attendants  and  associates  of  death  and  its  awful 
scenes : — the  cave  of  mysteries  wherein  he  endured 
sufferings  which  he  could  not  recall  or  dwell  upon 
without  a  thrill  of  torture;  the  escape  from  the 
sentence  of  Salatis  at  Memphis  was  effected  amid 
the  scene  of  death,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  servant  of 
the  king  of  terrors ;  and  now  he  approached  for  an 
asylum  to  the  delineator  and  pictorial  arranger  of 
the  grave.  As  he  contemplated  the  past,  his  heart 
acquired  fortitude  at  the  thought  that  his  firm  trust 
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in  the  gods  was  thus  repaid  by  them  in  their  pro- 
tection, ever  forthcoming  at  the  moment  of  peril 
through  their  sacred  servants.  The  wilderness  be- 
came fraught  with  no  terrors  to  a  heart  which  had 
been  wounded  so  deeply  and  severely  as  that  of 
Rameses.  The  sunbeams  shone  fervently  in  a  hot 
and  sparkling  sky,  without  any  shelter  arising  amid 
the  continued  waste  of  sand.  At  this  dry  season,  no 
life,  nor  insect,  not  even  the  grey  lizard  of  the 
waste  could  be  seen,  as  they  hastened  onward, 
nor  abated  of  their  efforts  through  the  day,  initil 
toward  the  evening-tide  a  small  speck  in  the  di- 
stance was  pointed  out  with  eager  exultation  by  the 
guide,  as  the  boundary  of  their  day's  journey. 

The  hour  of  rest  soon  passed,  and  long  ere  dawn 
streaked  the  sky  Rameses  aroused  his  companion 
to  proceed.  The  dews  had  fallen  heavy  and  co- 
piously upon  the  thirsty  ground,  and  the  solitary 
desert  had  now  its  joyful  sojourners.  The  bounding 
antelope  played  amid  the  sands;  the  zebra  tra- 
versed its  hillocks  at  a  distance;  numerous  insects 
and  reptiles  bespeckled  the  surface,  and  awakened 
in  his  mind,  as  the  sensations  escaped  audibly  from 
his  lips,  '  How  bounteous,  O  Nature,  are  thy  gifts! 
how  they  flow  forth  to  thy  numerous  tribes  !  The 
desert,  falsely  so  called,  is  no  desert  to  thee ;  for  the 
heat  has  its  own  progeny,  who  increase  and  exult  in 
its  fires.'  As  he  proceeded,  he  paused  with  ra})- 
turc  at  an  expansive  lake,  spreading  its  pellucid 
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liquid  expanse  before  him,  reflecting  the  heavens, 
and  even  their  forms  and  appearance,  in  the  most 
distinct  and  faithful  manner :  but  stooping  to  reach 
it,  his  nearer  approach  destroyed  the  illusion,  and  the 
deceitful  clement  faded  away  in  air.  '  And  such,' 
said  he  aloud  as  he  gazed  on  its  late  space,  '  equally 
beautiful  and  deceptive  are  the  joys  and  expectan- 
cies of  life,  flowing  to  our  very  lips,  expansive  as 
yon  attracting  surface,  promising  and  delicious  as 
its  waters  to  our  heated  and  exhausted  forms ;  but 
when  the  arm  is  stretched  forth  to  grasp,  as  false 
and  evanescent  as  the  illusion  even  now  passing  aw  ay.' 

Another  painful  day's  journey  brought  them  to 
the  vicinity  of  Habu,  but  his  guide  forbore  from  ap- 
proaching the  palace  or  habitations  of  man.  Care- 
fully, therefore,  proceeding  along  the  margin  of  the 
Nile,  an  object  of  the  highest  veneration  and  delight 
to  them  both,  suffering  greatly  from  drought  and 
heat,  they  reposed  a  short  distance  from  the  doom- 
trees  amid  a  thicket  of  acanthus,  and  refreshed 
themselves  with  some  cooling  fruits  and  the  salutary 
waters  of  the  river.  When  darkness  came  on,  they 
perceived  a  light  that  twinkled  and  disappeared  at 
a  short  distance  from  the  Nile,  beneath  a  bold  ledge  of 
the  mountain  aci'oss  the  plain.  Calling  the  attention 
of  llameses  to  its  appearance,  '  Behold/  said  the 
guide,  '  the  safe  refuge  you  seek.' 

Night  advanced,  and  still  and  silent  around,  the 
sparkling  fires  of  heaven  brightened  in  the  sky. 
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Every  cliaracter  of  the  scene  came  in  pleasing  yet 
painful  recognition  to  the  view  of  Rameses.  The 
plain  was  shaded  in  darkness;  but  the  two  vast 
colossi  were  discernible  amid  the  gloom,  also  the 
fane  of  Memnon,  its  pillared  courts  and  sepulchres, 
in  the  retiring  mountain.  Rameses  and  his  con- 
ductor turning  toward  the  acanthus  gi*ove,  on  the 
edge  of  it  discovered,  by  the  light  shining  through 
the  trees,  underneath  a  rising  hillock  the  humble 
dwelling  and  rustic  enclosure  they  were  in  search 
of.  Papyri  flags  lay  in  bundles  around,  and  a 
long  chamber  elevated  on  sycamore  trunks,  and 
discovered  in  the  beams  of  a  rising  moon,  plainly 
appeared  a  deposit  and  workshop  for  his  occu- 
pation, Avhich  was  evidently  that  of  a  preparer  of 
the  papyri  pictorial  delineations.  The  low  struc- 
ture was  lighted,  and  some  one  within  busy  and 
alert,  as  on  the  guide  giving  a  peculiar  knock  the 
door  was  instantly  opened,  and  after  signing  to 
Rameses  to  remain  without  for  an  instant,  he  en- 
tered with  the  owner.  Their  conference  was  soon 
over,  as  they  immediately  returned  together,  when 
Rameses  with  surprise  and  delight  recognised  his 
shrewd  and  faithful  Betis  clothed  in  the  garb  of 
a  papyri  manufacturer.  He  instantly  uttered  an 
exclamation  of  eager  joy,  when  Betis,  paralysed  and 
astonished  at  the  well-known  sounds,  but  seeing 
only  as  he  deemed  a  person  of  inferior  rank,  and 
fully  believing  Rameses  to  have  perished,  was  too 
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much  overpowered  to  judge  or  think;  but  the 
first  rapid  glance  of  his  eye  pierced  though  every 
disguise,  and  sobbing  aloud  he  threw  himself  at 
his  feet.  Then  starting  up,  he  questioned  how  he 
could  be  restored  to  him,  and  ran  over  each  well- 
known  feature,  with  intense  and  eager  gaze,  as  if 
dreading  that  the  beloved  vision  might  be  with- 
drawing. Sorrow  and  trial  had  faded  the  bril- 
liancy  of  the  form,  but  its  benign  and  intellectual 
character,  wherein  the  mind  shone  forth,  was  still 
pervading  every  trait;  and  Betis,  inebriated  with 
delight,  could  not  moderate  himself  to  the  tran- 
quillizing certainty  of  the  important  reality.  The 
long  and  dreadful  interval  from  the  capture  to  the 
supposed  death  of  Rameses  had  so  agonised  his 
mind,  that  he,  in  common  with  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  Memphis,  fully  believed  that  the  dreadful 
catastrophe  of  self-destruction  had  befallen  him. 
Under  this  conviction,  astonished  and  marvelling  at 
what  his  senses  could  now  scarcely  credit,  Betis 
was  unable  to  think  of  any  thing  but  the  beloved 
patron  thus  restored  him.  With  his  eager  and 
incessant  queries  and  demands  were  intermingled 
reflections  upon  his  own  sufferings  and  anxieties, 
which,  to  do  the  faithful  ardour  of  his  attachment 
justice,  were  of  no  ordinary  description;  for  being 
stationed  at  a  distant  post,  the  news  of  the  capture 
of  his  beloved  master  and  the  fall  of  Memphis 
came   upon   his   ear   at   the    same    moment,   and 
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nothing  would  satisfy  liis  agonized  heart  but  the 
hazardous  adventure  of  beating   his    way   to   the 
walls,  and  by  the  ocular  demonstration  of  the  di- 
stant escort  almost  become  imperceptible,  convincing 
his  miserable  feelings  how  impossible  all  succour 
was  become.     Retracing  his  steps  amid  a  thousand 
deaths,  which   the  obscurity  of  his  appearance  in 
part  shielded  him  from  sharing,  he  regained  his 
gate,  and  found  the  means  of  escape  to  the  chain  of 
Libyan  hills.   Here  Betis,  by  nature  intrepid,  fertile 
of  resource,  and  early  accustomed  to  dangers  and 
vicissitude,  was  actuated  by  no  personal  fears.  The 
future  fate  of  Rameses  filled  his  soul  with  anguish 
and  terror;    and  to  acquaint  himself  with  every 
event  connected  with  it,  he  regularly  visited  the 
vicinity  and  the  wide  spreading  gardens  of  Mem- 
phis  for   intelligence:    thus    he   eked    onward    a 
solitary    existence,   gleaning   from   the   passer-by, 
whom  he  occasionally  dared  to  question,  the  par- 
ticulars of  public  occurrence.     Although  powerless 
to  take  one  step  for  his  advantage,  yet  he  felt  as 
if  the  sight  of  the  city  v.'herein  Rameses  was  in- 
carcerated was  a  gloomy  satisfaction.     It  was  thus 
he  existed,  when  one  morning  a  priest  whom  he 
accidentally  met,  who  recognised  him,  spoke  of  the 
great  and  important  service  which  it  would  render 
to  the  friends  of  Rameses  now  in  Upper  Egypt, 
to  establish  a  safe  correspondence  with  the  Mem- 
nonium,   where  the    syringes  and  secret   passages 
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gave  such  shelter  and  security  to  the  priesthood  as 
enabled  them  to  communicate  with  Ethiopia. 

Tile  priests  active  in  their  cavernous  retreats  in 
the  south  and  centre  of  the  kingdom,  Amenophis 
heading  a  large  army  unbroken  on  the  Ethiopic 
border,  Sabacon  organizing  a  considerable  force  in 
the  Delta ;  these  were  circumstances  whereby  the 
Memnonium  became  a  central  position  adapted  for 
any  favourable  opportunity  which  the  tyranny  of 
the  Palli  or  other  fortuitous  accidents  might  pre- 
sent. Memphis  closed  against  him,  and  all  useful 
aid  of  his  master  withdrawn  from  his  active  mind, 
and  declaredly  most  impracticable,  Betis  devoted 
himself  eagerly  to  a  suggestion  which  brought  him 
into  contact  with  the  springs  and  movements  of 
Egypt's  friends,  and  might  also  furnish  some  plan 
for  the  rescue  of  Rameses;  and  his  acute  turn 
instantly  transformed  him  into  a  papyri  manu- 
facturer, which  profession  he  had  previously  studied 
and  acquired,  as  he  would  by  its  prosecution,  with- 
out offering  any  clue  to  suspicion,  gain  access  to 
an  innumerable  class  of  citizens.  The  calanthus 
and  papyri  bulrush  must  also  be  brought  from 
the  extensive  marshes  adjoining  the  fens,  and  thus 
a  manifest  cause  was  given  for  the  constant  inter- 
course betwixt  the  stations  of  the  lake  Moeris  and 
the  fens.  Convinced  of  the  utility  of  his  efforts, 
poor  Betis  reluctantly  withdrew  from  the  ridge 
whence   he   pensively  beheld  the   wide-spreading 
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streets  of  Memphis,  and  selected  for  his  abode  the 
very  edge  toward  the  south  of  the  acanthus  grove 
which  had  been  his  favourite  haunt  and  the  scene 
of  his  adventure  of  the  raven.     Here  he  pursued 
the  avocations  requisite  to  support  his  character, 
and"  ingratiated  himself  among  many  of  tlie  in- 
habitants of  Thebes.     It  was  at  the  moment  when 
he  apparently  had  overcome  the  peril  of  his  scheme 
of  life,  which  necessarily  brought  him   in  contact 
with  the  enemy,  that  the  rumour  of  the  death  of 
his  loved  master  crushed  him  to  the  earth.  He  had 
laboured  indeed  ardently  for  his  sake,  for  he  had 
fully  accomplished  all  the  useful  part  of  his  un- 
dertaking, and  cemented  a  system  of  communication 
unsuspected  and  unseen,  although  he  had  derived 
no  knowledge  of  the  fortunes  or  circumstances  of 
Nitocris,  in  w^hose  welfare  he  knew  Rameses  to  be 
most  interested,  and  whose  fate  therefore  excited 
his  eager  investigation  upon  every  revival  of  in- 
telligence from  Phritiphanes.     He  had  lately,  how- 
ever, ascertained  the  appearance  of  this  venerable 
being  in  the  encampment  of  Amenophis  at  Meroe, 
but   unaccompanied  cither   by   the   queen   or   his 
daughter,  who,  therefore,  were  considered  still  con- 
cealed in  the  refuge  of  the  Thcbaidc  caves.     These 
doubtful  and  uncertain  tidings  were  all  that  the 
anxious  Rameses   could  learn,  as  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  all  his  faithful  slave  had  done  and 
suffered  for  him.     Happy  in  the  testimonies  of  his 
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tlevoted  attachment,  the  object  of  his  unbounded 
veneration  and  exertions,  Rameses  contemplated 
his  situation  with  thankfulness  and  resignation,  as 
he  observed  the  active  plans  and  interesting  ar- 
rangements which  their  present  critical  position 
called  forth. 

Thus  placed  with  a  domestic  so  faithful,  whose 
cheerfulness  flowed  onward  in  an  unbroken  habit, 
and  whose  attachment  anticipated  every  wish,  Ra- 
meses, had  his  heart  been  at  ease  upon  the  safety 
of  his  beloved  Nitocris,  could  here  have  felt  peace. 
He  was  never  wearied  with  watching  the  pro- 
gressive work  and  labours  of  Betis,  and  the  mystic 
and  impressive  scenes  arising  under  the  exercise  of 
his  active  hands  as  they  interwove,  plaited,  and 
gummed  together  the  papyri  he  undertook  to 
prepare  for  the  families  of  great  Thebes  whom 
death  bereaved  of  their  friends.  Ingenious  in  the 
highest  degree,  his  colours  were  more  brilliant,  his 
tints  finer,  and  execution  bolder  than  most  of  the 
skilful  beings  who  supplied  these  materials  to  the 
Egyptian  race ;  and  the  humble  abode  he  had 
chosen  was  precisely  suited  to  the  feelings  and  tone 
of  his  patron's  mind  :  it  adjoined  to  the  acanthus 
grove,  whose  shade  afforded  a  delicious  retreat  from 
the  burning  mid-day  sun.  Some  doom-palms  and 
date- trees  interspersed  their  tufts  of  verdure  ;  and 
before  their  eyes  rolled  the  Nile  with  the  mag- 
nificent   temples  of  Thebes,    reaching   along  the 
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eastern  banks  as  far  as  the  eye  could  trace,  with  its 
Une  of  obehsks,  courts,  and  temples,  in  every  dis- 
play of  pomp  and  of  magnificence. 

On  their  own  side  of  the  river  they  were  separated 
from  the  extensive  and  mighty  range  of  the  Mem- 
nonium  by  the  grove  at  the  south,  at  the  extremity 
of  which,  immediately  under  a  craggy  part  of  the 
Libyan  mountains,  Betis  had  pitched  his  roof;  and 
from  behind  his  dwelling,  straggling  paths,  seem- 
ingly sheep-tracks,  led  over  the  mountains  into  the 
valleys   that   spread  around,  forming  the  burial- 
places  of  the  greatest   city   in   the  universe,  and 
ascending  in  ranges  of  excavations  throughout  the 
whole  chain  of  hills.     Among  them,  peculiarly  im- 
pressive, sombre,  and  gloomy,  was  the  deep  ravine 
of   perforated    rocks    adjacent    to   the    palace    of 
Gournou,  the  Ecban  el  Malook,  or  the  Gates  of  the 
Kings.     Thus  situated,  it  appeared  a  pause  in  the 
fates  and  usual  course  of  the  days  of  Rameses,  tO' 
be  sheltered  from  danger  and  suspicion  in  his  pre- 
sent obscurity,  while  observant  and  watchful  of  the 
public  mind,  he  silently  prepared  for  the  renovation 
of  his  country,  lying  defenceless  and  fettered  at 
the  feet  of  her  oppressors;    for  as  his  heart  de- 
liberated   upon   the   stream   of  events,   upon   the 
prospect  of  Egypt's  resistance  and  renewing  the 
grand  struggle,  he  mournfully  felt  nothing  could 
be  so  untimely  or  unseasonable  as  by  ill-sustained 
attempts  to  provoke  the  Pallic  conquerors  to  fresh 
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acts  of  barbarity  and  a  still  heavier  j^oke  of  bondage. 
Where,  indeed,  could  he  collect  together  the  re- 
quisite aid  to  dare  a  contest  ?  The  king,  the  head 
priest,  and  principal  nobles  of  Egypt,  despairing 
of  their  country,  had  withdrawn  from  the  contest, 
and  were  wholly  retired  into  Ethiopia.  The  whole 
land  passively  acquiescent,  received  in  gloomy 
silence  the  commands  of  their  oppressors.  Her 
cities  were  yielded  up  without  resistance  since  the 
massacre  and  fall  of  Memphis :  and  Sabacon,  al- 
though in  arms,  was  deemed  a  guilty  wanderer 
exiled  among  rude  savages.  Thus  on  every  side 
Salatis  viewed  no  dangers  as  approaching  toward  or 
threatening  his  security  and  possession  of  Egypt's 
throne ;  and  Rameses,  aware  how  far  more  deadly 
would  become  the  storm  that  surprised  the  foe 
lulled  into  security,  resolved  to  bury  his  plans  and 
conceal  his  existence  in  the  humble  retreat  which 
was  thus  happily  presented  to  his  view,  following 
up  the  lessons  of  his  early  youth.  Herein  he  ma- 
tured that  knowledge  of  himself  and  that  true 
estimate  of  life,  for  which  his  well-directed  talents 
and  high  intellectual  tone  peculiarly  qualified  him. 
While  he  perceived  the  cheerful  habits  which  Betis 
regularly  adopted,  he  pondered  on  the  high  viti]ity 
attendant  on  that  frame  and  texture  of  soul,  whicli, 
without  stopping  to  calculate  upon  the  losses  of  the 
past  or  the  sacrifices  of  the  present  hour,  seeks  in 
its   own  well-directed   and    persevering   efforts  to 
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mould  events  into  the  best  shape  of  ameUoration 
which  circumstances  will  admit  of,  and  therewith 
to  be  content :  few  are  the  real  evils  of  life  which 
active  exertion  does  not  remove  or  lessen ;  but  of 
those  few,  his  anguish  for  the  fate  of  his  country — 
his  anxiety  for  and  ignorance  of  the  situation  of 
her  he  loved,  truly  formed  a  sorrow  beyond  any 
mitigation  and  control.  This  was  a  wound  of  the 
soul  nothing  could  allay  or  abate ; — the  pride  and 
pomp  of  rank  and  of  riches,  the  splendour  of  birth, 
he  could  lay  down  without  a  sigh ;  and  in  the 
culture  of  elevated  impressions  toward  the  gods, 
and  the  pursuit  of  the  perennial  streams  of  wisdom 
and  of  knowledge,  he  felt  superior  to  the  adventitious 
consequences  of  fortune;  but  these  clouds  were  a 
burthen  to  his  soul  nothing  could  remove;  he 
therefore  devoted  his  renovated  strength  and  pa- 
tience to  explore  all  the  caves  in  the  various 
ranges  of  the  Arabian  and  Libyan  chain  of  hills,  in 
hopes  that  some  accident  might  thereby  present  to 
him  a  clew  ;  and  these  solitary  wanderings,  while 
they  kept  hope  alive,  nurtured  the  high  and  solitary 
tone  of  grandeur  which  peculiarly  tinged  his  in- 
tellectual musings :  directing  his  steps  amid  the 
dreary  ranges  of  cellular  tombs,  circularly  spread- 
ing throughout  the  mountains,  he  felt  as  if  in 
converse  with  the  migiity  times  of  old ;  and  wlien 
disappointment  would  awaken  its  chilling  powers,  he 
rebuked  himself  by  the  impressive  les'-on  of  death 
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on  all  sides  speaking  to  him.     Rameses,  ir.  his  pre- 
sent frame,  instinctively  preferred  the  silent  gloomy 
solitude  of  the  tombs,  rising  above  the  plains,  and 
vying  in  extent  almost  in  grandeur  with  the  city 
beneath ;  where,  seated  on  a  loosened  block,  within 
the  sculptured  vestibule  of  a  decorated  monument, 
which  shaded  him  from  the  glare  and  heat  of  day, 
he  would  gaze  upon  the  widely-stretching  Thebes, 
surrounding  the  valley  of  the  Nile  on  all  sides  by 
its  buildings,  and  marking  each  bank  distinctively : 
opposite  stood  the  Arabian  hills,  over  whose  summits 
rose  the  morning  sun  ;  and  in  this  eastern  range  of 
Thebes,  welcoming  the  solar  rays  at  dawn,  arose 
the  stately  palaces  of  Luxor  and  Karnack,  amid 
whose  piles,  towered  the  beautiful  obelisks,  catching 
on  their  elevated  shafts  the  first  beams  of  the  god  to 
whom  they  are  dedicated  :  beneath  his  eyes,  on  the 
western  bank,  spread  Habu,  the  Memnonium,  and 
Gournou  :   instead  of  obelisks,  here  were  the  grand 
colossi  of  the  plain,  sacred  personifications  of  great 
Nature,  presiding  over   the   plain  as   the  august 
warders  of  the  tombs,  which,  in  the  system  of  things, 
receives  again  into  ^  her  bosom  the  creatures  of  her 
power. 

These  rambles,  often  of  days'  continuance,  brought 
him  back  to  Bctis  tranquillized  and  calmed,  and, 
from  deep  estimation  of  his  character,  disposed  to 
allow  of  and  listen  to  his  various  details  of  cir- 
cumstances and   events   supplied  by   the  news  of 
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Thebes — sources  of  infinite  interest  to  his  shrewd 
judgment,  which  had  come  to  his  knowledge  from 
his  numerous  apphcants  for  papyri :  they  were 
always  hearkened  to  by  Rameses  with  readiness, 
and  often  provoked  a  smile,  the  old  man's  hope  and 
prize ;  but  Rameses  saw  time  glide  by  without  any 
result,  and  therefore  would  gladly  have  led  him  to 
explore  the  Memnonian  fane — an  adventure  which 
Betis,  to  his  surprise  and  his  infinite  mortification, 
wholly  declined  as  dangerous  and  useless.  Aware 
of  the  risk  of  his  own  exposure  in  making  such  an 
effort,  even  although  his  disguise  as  a  shepherd 
might  have  rendered  his  recognition  difficult  and 
unlikely,  and  unwilling  to  excite  suspicion,  he 
yielded  to  the  earnest  entreaties  of  Betis,  and 
awaited  the  expectancy  of  some  accident,  to  learn 
if  Tarcos  yet  refuged  himself  within  its  recesses, 
and  how  he  might  safely  confer  with  him.  Betis, 
although  in  the  progress  of  communication  with 
the  tenants  of  the  recesses  of  the  Memnonium,  had 
ever  nourished  such  a  dislike  and  horror  toward 
animal  worship,  that  it  required  all  his  perfect  love 
and  devotion  for  his  master,  to  preserve  him  from 
denouncing  the  priests,  instead  of  aiding  their  cor- 
respondence :  but  so  devoted  was  his  regard  in 
every  desire  of  his  heart,  that  even  this  innate 
dislike  was  swallowed  up  in  that  paramount  feeling 
he  acted  upon.  To  communicate  or  convey  any 
tidings,  he  had  only  the  duty  of  elevating  three 
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papyri  rods  in  front  of  his  cottage,  to  receive,  under 
covert  of  the  night,  a  visit  from  a  member  of  the 
priesthood,  who  safely  transmitted  his  deposit  and 
intelHgence.     Once  indeed  he  had  especially  been 
allured  to  enter  the  sanctuary  with  his  secret  con- 
ductor ;  when  the  horrors  of  the  cave,  and  the  dark 
and  sombre  character  of  Tarcos,  so  violently  af- 
fected Betis,  as  to  induce  him  to  leave  its  haunt 
with  the  greatest  precipitation,  nor  could  any  mo- 
tive influence  him  to  increase  his  intercourse  beyond 
that   of  transmitting  any  accounts  or  despatches 
from  the  Delta ;  and  to  every  wish  of  Rameses  to 
make  himself  known,  he  so  ardently  implored  his 
preserving  the  strictest  secrecy — he  so   agitatedly 
spoke  of  the  dark  and  violent  character  of  Tarcos, 
and  the  imminent  danger  of  his  existence  being 
traced  out — that,  in  himself  undetermined  as  to  any 
good   result  that    would    arise   from    it,  Rameses 
forbore  to  press  the  question  to  his  so  manifest  dis- 
tress.    Having  fruitlessly  passed  some  days  in  ex- 
ploring the  chain  of  hills  which  bounded  the  wide 
spreading  range  of  Thebes  on  the  east,  he  crossed 
the  plain  by  the  colossi ;  and  entering  the  gloomy 
valley  of  Beban  el  Malook,  wherein  are  situated  the 
royal  tombs,  through  two  craggy  branches  of  rocks, 
narrow  and  close  as  the  aperture  of  a  cave  or  a 
lofty  portal — passing  by  these  royal  sepulchres,  he 
wandered  high  up  the  mountain,  above  the  dreary 
and  wild  ravine,  and  looked  at  the  various  sym- 
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boiical  entrances  to  these  houses  of  death  with  deep 
dejection  :  but  that  his  soul  was  fortified  to  higher 
and  nobler  purposes,  gladly  would  he  have  relin- 
quished this  feverish  dream  and  struggle,  and  laid 
himself  down  beside  either  of  the  departed  owners 
of  the  splendid  and  magnificent  sepulchral  chambers 
which  environed  him.  As  he  thus  pensively  mused, 
he  heard  a  low  sound,  and  beheld  a  being'  advancing 
cautiously  forward,  who  looked  hastily  and  suspi- 
ciously around ;  but  the  shadow  of  Rameses  from 
behind  the  rock  striking  his  sight,  he  hastily  re- 
treated into  a  cavern.  Judging  it  to  be  one  of  the 
Mizraim  fugitives  of  rank,  so  distinguished  as  to 
render  his  concealment  necessary,  he  left  no  means 
untried  to  ascertain  the  aperture,  or  to  attract  an 
answer  by  loud  knocks,  and  by  the  entreaties  of  his 
voice :  all  beino*  unavailing,  he  remained  amid  the 
rocks  watching  for  its  re-appearance,  until  evening 
threw  its  shadows  around. 

He  continued  many  days  his  incessant  researches 
throughout  these  most  extensive  domiciles  of  the 
human  race,  wrapt  in  the  oblivion  of  the  grave;  and 
feelingly  meditated,  as  he  traced  the  laborious  and 
elaborate  sculptures  : — '  How  mighty  and  how  all- 
important  was  that  state,  which  brings  under  its 
universal  law  the  whole  race  of  man  V  If  Thebes, 
lier  temples,  squares,  and  granite  obelisks,  shining 
amid  ranges  of  sphinxes,  evidenced  labours  which 
would  transcend  human  powers  and  strength — these 
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splendid  excavations^*,  thispopulouscity,and  suburbs 
of  the  dead,  might  more  than  vie  with  all  the  greatness 
■which  their  living  and  turmoiled  neighbours  could 
display.  Approached  by  long  avenues  of  appropriate 
funereal  symbols,  the  mountain  itself  was  pierced 
throughout ;  the  ranges  were  semicircles  of  fifties  and 
of  hundreds;  paved  courts  led  to  the  low-arched  grot 
which  overhung  the  entrance ;  the  rock,  smoothed, 
presented  a  frontispiece  of  marble,  perforated  by  a 
pyramidal  door  elaborately  sculptured;  and  over  it, 
the  winged  globe,  orAgathodjemon,  with  theUbaeus 
snake,  or  the  Nemesis  of  the  shades.  The  mind,  pre- 
pared by  long  and  solitary  approaches  to  these  end- 
less ranges,  wherein  were  gloomy  chasms  and  over- 
shading  trees,  felt  itself  powerfully  moved,  at  thus 
being  instantly  in  contact  with  a  whole  world,  sleep- 
ing alike  in  one  deep  repose — the  sojourner  of  yes- 
terday as  completely  cut  off  from  the  living  as  the 
tenant  of  a  thousand  years.  If  the  ranges  them- 
selves were  impressive,  they  became  more  so,  as 
grouping  courts,  kings,  nobles,  warriors,  artizans, 
all  in  one  throng.  The  kingly  sepulchre,  it  is  true, 
held  its  long  range  apart,  distinct — and  the  lower 
orders  were  often  placed  in  rows  of  thousands  at  a 
time  in  pits ;  but  the  mummy  of  the  proudest  sove- 
reign was  as  silent,  and  equally  the  passive  tenant  of 
his  sepulchre. 

Ascending  stage   by    stage,    as    the    mountain 
elevated  its  brow,  Rameses  would  go  day  by  day 
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to  the  particular  range ;  but  neither  sound  or  no- 
tice arose  among  the  multitudinous  throng  to  allay 
his  feverish  hope  of  tracing  his  fugitive  amid  these 
courts  of  futurity.     Ever  and  anon  he  met  with 
a  sad  party  visiting  their  ancestors'  abode,  and  oft- 
times  entered  with  them ;  frequently  careful  piety 
was  attending  with  fresh   byssus  linen  to  rewrap 
and  freshen  the  ligatures  which  time  had  decayed : 
all  within  was  silent,  solemnly  awful,  and,  by  immo- 
bility, proclaimed,  in  most  impressive  character,  the 
power  who  reigned  over  these  walls.     Invited  by  a 
band  of  five,  three  females  and  their  brothers,  he 
entered  the  sepulchre  wherein  their  ancestors  re- 
posed.   A  short  passage  led  to  a  long  corridor,  beau- 
tifully bright  with  hieroglyphics,  and  the  jackall  as 
guardian  of  the  tomb  at  the  entrance.     Passing  the 
second  door,  was  a  staircase  of  twenty-four  steps ; 
and  on  each  side  a  sculptured  ledge  continued  at 
the  height  of  the  first  step,  displaying  the  inter- 
cessory deities,  twelve  on  each  side.     At  the  door- 
way, placed  in  a  bed  of  plaster  hardened  into  stone, 
lay  four  mummy  forms ;  they  lay  flat,  their  heads 
toward  the  east,  manifestly  slaves.     A  second  cor- 
ridor presented  brilliant  paintings  of  some  scenes  of 
life  so  attractive,  that  Ramcses  would  willingly  have 
traced  herein  the  habits  of  the  beings  now  reposing 
near ;  but  profound  silence  spread  over  these  halls ; 
not  even  moved  by  any  sound  of  the  passing  foot, 
the  solid  rock  making  no  echo  to  the  step.     Profu- 
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sions  of  scarabees,  of  small  forms  of  I  sis,  Ncphthes, 
and  Anubis,  crowded  the  chambers,  with  beautiful 
carvings  in  wood,  and  enamel  amulets;  the  walls 
displayed  the  harpers  and  a  bounteous  feast — all 
bespoke  the  living  scene,  and  shone  most  brightly. 
The  attractiveroom  they  thus  contemplated  opened 
into  a  vast  and  magnificent  chamber:  two  ever- 
burning lamps,  one  of  a  sphinx,  the  second  of 
the  moon's  lunette,  illuminated  every  part  of  the 
space :  the  eye  was  here  most  powerfully  affected 
by  the  rich  display  ;  for  it  combined  every  effect  of 
colour  and  brilliancy  of  gold  and  azures.  At  the 
end  of  the  chamber,  an  immense  marble  bench, 
forming  a  line  nearly  the  whole  width,  with  two 
continuing  bends  toward  the  entrance  from  each 
end,  were  occupied  by  the  forms,  embalmed,  of  the 
ancestral  race  who  were  the  objects  of  veneration  to 
their  attached  relatives;  they  were  seven  in  number, 
and  two  of  very  tender  age,  whose  soft  and  slender 
make  interestingly  spoke  their  brief  duration  in  this 
changeful  scene :  all  were  clothed  with  couvertures, 
embossed  with  shaded  stuffs,  gilding,  and  gems; 
the  eyes  and  eye-brows  of  enamel,  and  minute  traits 
preserved  in  the  highest  perfection ;  so  that  they 
appeared  a  family  prepared  and  decorated  for  an 
interview,  and  arrested  by  deep  sleep; — sleep,  deep 
indeed!  unbroken  by  a  sound  for  ever!  Three 
mummies  of  slaves  lay  crosswise  at  the  entrance  door; 
and  thus  the  audience  chamber  was  complete  in  all 
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its  solemn  sepiilcliral  state  and  decorative  splendour : 
vases  of  alabaster  of  every  various  shape  were  placed 
around,  hung  with  acacia  wreaths.  The  visitors 
prostrated  themselves  before  the  silent  forms ;  then 
advancing  in  deep  silence,  contemplated  their  calm 
lineaments,  and  at  length  placed  in  their  bosoms 
wreaths  of  the  acacia's  bright  shining  yellow  blos- 
soms ;  then,  again  bowing  before  their  forms,  they 
silently  withdrew.  Three  doorways  appeared  within 
the  chamber  at  the  upper  end :  these  were  not 
entered ;  for  different  and  more  remote  branches  of 
the  family  occupied  their  quiet  walls,  leading  the 
mind  upward  to  remote  eras  of  our  being,  linked  as 
"we  are,  by  all  the  choice  affinities  within  us,  to  a 
state  awaiting  us  inevitably,  and  then  to  last  for 
ever. 

With  the  addititional  thirst  to  know  its  scenes, 
which  early  reflective  habits  and  sorrow  ever  com- 
municates, it  was  the  daily  solace  and  highest  gra- 
tification to  the  grieving  heart  of  Rameses  thus  to 
participate  with  and  to  observe  these  pensive  groups 
approaching  their  well-known  earthly  house;  to  see 
them  stepping  softly  and  silently  amid  this  multi- 
tudinous and  wide  spreading  ^■'  metropolis  of  death, 
as  if  they  might  disturb,  or  perchance  awaken  the 
dormant  occupier  of  the  sepulchre.  How  sino-ular, 
how  sublime  the  association  we  involuntarily  inter- 
twine with  death  !  the  only  stage  wherein  all  is 
fixed  for  ever,  and  without  change ;  yet  wc  treat  it 
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as  if  likely  to  receive  the  sounds  and  flutterings  of 
the  softly  whispering  air!  It  is  not  we  ourselves 
that  thus  show  what  we  feel ;  it  is  the  homage  of 
the  essence  within,  addressed  in  Nature's  own  im- 
pressive voice  to  the  essence  released,  and  now  with- 
out its  fleshly  cover ! 

The  night  follov/ing  this  scene,  on  repairing  to 
the  home  of  Betis,  he  found  him  in  manifest  bustle 
and  confusion,  full  of  a  Theban  affair  which  had 
occupied  his  whole  time  in  the  absence  of  Rameses ; 
having  been  sent  for  by  the  heirs  of  a  rich   and 
miserable  miser,  who  departing  this  life,  was  about 
to  be  honoured,  not  only  with  a  funeral  of  expense, 
but  also  of  a  papyric  envelope.     The  account  of 
Betis  detailed  the  notice  given  of  his  interment,  and 
the  resolve  of  certain  Memnones  upon  the  hour  of 
trial  for  his  dead  body,  and  notice  already  given,  as 
required,  to  appear  against  him;  *and,'  added  Betis, 
*  the  crimes  alleged  against  him  will  prove  the  op- 
posite of  those  usually  laid  upon  the  poor  Canopi 
containing  the  bowels,  for  which  I  have  purchased 
a  costly  jar:  no  one  will  allege  satiety,  excess,  or 
personal  indulgence  against  this  member  of  the  Pa- 
tolitostes.'    Displaying  the  Canopic  jar,  Betis  might, 
indeed,    boast    of  a  receptacle  ingeniously   inlaid 
with  gold,  azure,  and  other  tints,  and  appropriately 
to  the  love,  through  life,  of  its  future  owner,  sur- 
mounted with  the  Anubis'  head,  and  the  charac- 
teristic suite  of  golden  hieroglyphic  embellishments. 
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The  papyrus  was  ready,  and  the  favourable  verdict 
of  the  judges,  of  course,  anticipated ;  but  Rameses, 
wishing  to  while  away  the  hours  by  his  garrulity, 
led  Betis  to  explain  on  what  allegation  against  the 
deceased  the  accusation  would  arise.  '  One,'  he  re- 
plied, '  which  makes  my  papyrus  and  Canopic  vase 
tremble, — roguery!  direct  roguery  !  This  usurer's 
name  is  Pamonthes^*' ; — hear  his  description.  Aged 
about  forty-five;  of  middle  size,  dark  complexion, 
and  handsome  figure,  straight-nosed,  bald,  round- 
faced  :  he  sells  a  spot  of  land,  designating  it  an 
open  field,  or  unoccupied,  within  his  quarter,  to 
one  Nechutis  the  less,  the  son  of  Asos,  consisting 
of  8000  cubits  of  open  field,  for  601  pieces  of  brass 
money.  The  land,  described  with  true  legal  scrupu- 
losity, adjoins,  on  the  south,  the  royal  street;  on 
north  and  east,  lands  in  common  to  Pamonthes  and 
his  brother  Boconsiemis ;  on  the  west,  the  house  of 
Tages,  son  of  Chalome:  here  the  canal  passes 
through  it,  leading  from  the  Nile.  This  member 
of  the  corporation  of  the  Patolitostes,  or  the  cutters 
of  our  beautiful  leathers,  has  his  contract  of  transfer 
signed  by  Snachomiiius,  aged  about  twenty,  of 
middle  size,  sallow,  round-visaged,  and  straight- 
nosed  ;  by  his  sister  Semmuthis  Persinei,  aged 
about  twenty,  sallow  also,  visage  round,  her  nose 
flat,  of  quiet  demeanour;  and  by  another  sister, 
Thathlyt  Persinei,  aged  about  thirty,  middle  size, 
sallow,  round-faced,  and  straight-nosed  (so  says  the 
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record),  who  witness  and  guarantee  the  sale.  Pa- 
monthes  has  the  money ;  Nechutis  the  less  takes 
possession ;  and  at  next  year's  inundation  finds  the 
cause  of  his  easy  purchase  was,  that  the  Nile  had 
regularly  been  encroaching  toward  and  upon  the 
aforesaid  8000  cubits  square  surface,  and  blocking 
up  the  canal  by  its  deposits,  which  at  length  it  con- 
verted into  a  mound — an  useful  beneficial  mound 
for  the  aforesaid  boundary  land  remaining  of  Pa- 
monthes  and  his  brother.  Upon  strict  investigation 
made  by  the  wise  Nechutis,  he  finds  that  the  parties 
guaranteeing  are  the  creatures  of  Pamonthes  and 
his  own  slaves :  and  all  that  Nechutis  could  obtain, 
after  a  vain  suit,  was  changing  and  carrying  his 
claim  into  the  article  of  frauds,  whereby  he  re- 
gained a  small  proportion,  not  the  equitable  three- 
fourths  awarded  by  the  laws :  here  again  the  usurer 
pleaded  not  belonging  to  the  honourable  fraternity 
of  thieves.  Thus  it  is,  that  Nechutis,  losing  sub- 
stance by  fraud,  by  water,  and  by  law,  now  means 
to  accuse  the  wily  owner  of  his  ruin  before  the  last 
awful  and  immutable  judges.  Money,  however,' — 
he  was  proceeding,  when  Rameses  desired  to  see 
the  dedicatory  rites  and  delineations  wliich  his  direc- 
tions or  private  rules  laid  down  for  such  a  character. 
'Nay,  my  loved  master,'  replied  Betis,  'ascend  my 
workshop, — criticise  freely.'  The  papyrus  was  in- 
deed beautiful,  and  of  surprising  length  ;  although 
pieced  and  its  surface  gummed,  it  was  worked  so 
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very  nicely,  as  to  form  one  glossy  and  beautiful 
ground,  wherein  all  lay  as  smooth  and  soft  as  if  it 
had  melted  down  to  a  plastic  surface.  Upon  the  rich 
yellow  the  black  outlines  were  of  jetty  depth  and 
lustre,  boldly  defined,  firm,  and  sharp.  The  tablets, 
in  colours,  seemed  (as  indeed  they  were)  so  fixed 
and  strong,  as  neither  time  nor  use  would  soil  or 
damage  them.  Admiring  the  ingenuity  and  labour 
thus  displayed,  his  eye  conned  over  the  arcana  it 
evolved. 

The  procession  ^"   began    witli   two  slaves  with 
staves ;  a  comptroller  and  female  in  deep  sorrow ; 
the  sarcophagus  in  the  baris,  drawn  by  two  sacred 
bulls,  the  ropes  also  held  by  two  slaves;    then  a 
slave  bearing  the  wand  of  Anubis,  god  of  obsequies, 
in  gold ;  again  two  slaves  holding  the  ropes,  with 
three  slaves  uttering  cries  of  grief,  and  a  driver  to 
the  sacred  bulls.    In  the  saci'ed  boat,  with  a  canopy 
of  four  pillars  surmounting  the  sarcophagus,  lay  the 
body,  supported  on  the  lion  couch,  w^hich  stood 
on  a  golden  shrine ;  that  again  resting  on  another 
coffer.      The  procession  continued  with  an  usher 
before  an  Hermaic  altar,  or  door,  surmounted  by 
five  arrow  heads ;  the  baris  of  Anubis  drawn  by  three 
slaves.    The  boat  contained  the  funereal  bench  ;  en 
each  side  sate  an  Anubis,  dog-head  deity,  of  the  shades. 
As  they  approached  the  portal  of  death,  the  warder 
held  his  ebon  wand,  as  refusing  entrance ;  beyond 
the  portal,  the  spirit  presents  an  offering  of  gold. 
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his  favourite  desire,  and  a  coffer  is  borne  by  three 
slaves,  the  foremost  again  bearing  the  golden  wand 
of  Anubis.  The  mummy  and  sarcophagus  are  seen 
as  if  passed  the  portal,  and  in  their  baris  are  on  the 
lake  ferried  by  the  infernal  waterman ;  the  proces- 
sion continuing,  shows  the  sarcophagus  within  the 
ornamented  shrine,  which  now  rests  on  the  lion 
couch,  with  three  forms  watching ;  one  also  in  front 
of  the  boat  clasps  its  hands  in  eager  solicitude ;  for 
the  spirit,  kneeling,  offers  a  vase  and  ewer  to  the 
wolf,  symbol  of  Typhon,  on  the  solemn  portal  lead- 
ing to  Hades,  the  central  abyss ;  over  the  gateway 
rise  seven  spear  heads,  concluding  this  stage  of  the 
delineated  progress,  with  the  arrow  or  spear  symbol ; 
beyond  it,  the  baris  and  funereal  bench  bears  Isis 
nourishing  young  Horus,  luminary  of  this  nether 
region.  A  superb  candelabra  supports  a  lotus  petal ; 
and  these  are  in  presence  of  the  tutelary  guardian 
Aueris,  upon  the  perch  as  hawk,  or  conducting 
deity.  Three  slaves  draw  a  large  enormous  e^g  of 
gold,  the  offering  to  the  Agathodtemon  supreme; 
also  two  slaves  bear  the  long  staves,  with  lotus 
flowers.  A  magnificent  shrine  with  canopy,  drawn  by 
two  slaves,  follows  a  conductor  with  a  drawn  sword, 
a  table,  and  trees  of  Persca  flowers:  a  garniture 
above  them,  and  two  vast  Persea  leaves,  conduct  to 
the  solemn  halls  of  the  deities  of  death.  Four  large 
windows,  or  apertures,  in  the  second  story,  are  closely 
blinded;  of  five  open  beneath,  two  are  vacant;  three 
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were  occupied  by  the  man's  head,  Tetracha;  the 
dog  Aniibis  (from  nub,  gold) ;  the  wolf  jVIacedo,  or 
Manchal  (a  worker  in  silver).  Beyond  this  dread- 
ful fane,  six  trees,  bearing  blossoms  of  life,  front  a 
shrine  on  ten  feet,  displaying  the  four  great  gods, 
Osiris,  Isis,  Horus,  and  Typhon  ;  on  a  throne  was 
seated  the  form  of  Horus,  as  judge,  armed  with  the 
crook  and  lithus  scourge ;  two  suppliant  forms, 
kneeling,  presented  golden  apples  to  a  shrine  with 
Osiris  and  Isis;  lastly,  the  suppliant  spirit,  alone, 
unclothed,  holding  before  it  two  lotus  stalks  and 
stems,  bending  deprecatory  toward  the  deity,  lowly 
kneeling,  and  hands  uplifted  to  the  vases  and  sacri- 
ficial offerings,  was  prostrate  before  the  last  display 
of  Betis's  skill,  which  wrought  Osiris  as  the  judge, 
adorned  with  his  scourge  and  crook,  the  high  bonnet, 
necklace,  bracelets,  and  mystic  ornaments,  seated  on 
the  cubic  throne,  crowned,  and  marked  with  power 
and  strength  as  the  supreme  judge. 

While  Rameses  was  admirins  and  commending 
the  ingenuity  of  Betis,  a  signal  which  struck  his  ear 
somewhat  alarmed  the  latter,  being  at  a  very  unusual 
hour,  and  Rameses  was  conjured  not  to  appear ; 
but  he  soon  returned,  completely  divested  of  all 
care,  and  bringing  with  him  the  faithful  Taricheutes, 
who,  coming  to  Thebes,  called  thither  by  his  art  of 
embalming,  had  thus  joyfully  the  prospect  of  re- 
visiting his  preserver.  His  accounts  of  Memphis 
evinced,    that  however  tranquil   was  the  external 
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appearance  of  things  there,  the  deepest  hatred  and 
revenge  was  nourished  by  the  citizens  and  Mizraim- 
ite  race,  most  cruelly  oppressed.  Salatis,  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  all  the  native  Egyptians  were 
plotting  his  overthrow,  now  ruled  them  with  a  rod 
of  iron,  subjecting  all  the  people  to  the  most  harass- 
ing and  vexatious  labours  ;  classing  them  in  bands, 
which  multiplied  their  grievances;  and  imitating  his 
predecessors,  the  Pallic  monarchs,  who,  in  former 
reigns,  tyrannically  obliged  the  Egyptians  to  erect 
the  pyramids;  thereby  Salatis  hoped  to  break  their 
spirits  and  wear  out  their  energies,  and  thus  to 
degrade  and  keep  them  under  bondage.  Their 
temples  were  wholly  closed ;  all  incense  to  Apis, 
Mnevis,  or  the  animal  deities,  most  strictly  for- 
bidden. As  a  Tarichcutes  attached  to  the  temples, 
and  therefore  now  enabled  to  assist  his  desires,  Ra- 
meses  despatched  Phares  to  ascertain  if  Tarcos,  or 
any  chiefs  of  the  priests,  with  whom  he  so  eagerly 
desired  a  meeting,  were  within  the  Memnonium.  He 
had  soon  the  delight  of  welcoming  his  faithful  mes- 
senger's  return,  with  an  appointment  from  Tarcos 
for  a  priest  to  await  the  orders  of  Rameses,  at  the 
hour  of  midnight.  It  was  doubly  indispensable  at 
once  to  meet  ere  the  opportunity  was  finally  lost ; 
as  the  strictest  mandates  had  now  been  issued  to  the 
different  governors  to  closely  watch  all  the  temples, 
and  especially  to  occupy  the  Memnonium  ;  also  par- 
ticularly denouncing  the  Labyrinth,  from  the  disco- 
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very  of  armed  men  within  its  walls  and  vicinity,  and 
their  extraordinary  escape.  Betis,  although  most  re- 
luctant that  his  loved  master  should  enter  the  Me- 
mnonium,  which  he  looked  upon  as  the  augury  and 
beginning  of  trials,  now  was  obliged  to  relinquish 
his  further  opposition ;  he  evinced,  however,  the 
deep  sorrow  he  felt  for  a  step,  which  his  knowledge 
of  the  character  of  Rameses  clearly  proved  to  him 
would  lead  to  some  attempt  or  exploit  endangering 
his  safety,  Avhile  he  refrained  from  further  remarks 
distressing  to  the  wounded  heart  of  his  patron,  whose 
approval  was  the  pride  and  dearest  bond  of  his 
existence ;  yet  the  observations  he  had  made  were 
decisively  grounded  on  a  dread  of  the  consequences 
of  his  being  guided  by  the  councils  of  Tarcos,  whom 
he  painted  as  dark,  gloomy,  sanguinary,  and  revenge- 
ful. '  To  vmdertake  nov/  any  enterprise,'  he  said, 
'  would  be  entering  the  battle  without  a  shield :  it 
is  the  part,  my  beloved  master,  of  a  prudent  man, 
to  be  guarded  against  the  power  and  caprice  of  for- 
tune; and  as  the  skilful  prize  combatants,  when 
summoned  to  the  contest,  stand  with  their  ^^  arms 
stretched  forward,  and  guard  their  head  and  face  with 
their  hands  as  with  a  rampart ;  and  as  their  limbs, 
before  the  battle  commences,  are  prepared  either  to 
avoid  the  blows  of  the  enemy,  or  to  plant  their  own — 
so  should  you  avoid  the  lashes  of  misfortune,  and 
the  snares  of  the  wicked.' — '  Whence,'  remarked  his 
master,  '  draw  you  these  intimidating  fears  ?  Why, 
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Betis,  this  unmanly  caution  ?  Will  even  this  humble 
retreat,  which  your  fidelity  sweetens,  keep  out  dan- 
gers ?  I  am  called  to  dangers ;  my  heart  bounds 
at  their  approach,  as  the  scene  wherein  I  may  be- 
come the  deliverer  of  my  country !  Even  to  yourself 
life  is  not  so  sweet  as  you  would  make  it  out  for 
me.  Remember  your  Phrygian  proverb  for  action, 
applicable,  indeed,  to  Rameses,  if  he  could  wear  out 
his  sands  of  life  in  a  mere  compromise  for  existence. 
Human  life  is  like  iron ;  if  you  use  it,  it  is  perhaps 
worn  away ;  if  you  use  it  not,  rust  consumes  it. 
No,  Betis,  let  the  palm  ^9,  the  noble  palm,  be  my 
symbol ;  this  admired  tree  resists  all  pressure  and 
opposition.  Place  your  weight  upon  its  springing 
wood,  increase  your  efforts  to  crush  it,  it  bends  not 
inward,  it  does  not  give  way  downwards, — but  tri- 
umphantly rises  against  the  weight,  and  springs  up, 
— itself  the  bright  emblem  of  victory!' 
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BOOK  VI. 


ARGUMENT. 

Raraeses  meets  Tarcos,  chief  priest  of  Memnon,  at  his  fane. 
— His  gloomy  character  and  appearance. — He  consents  to 
join  him  at  Elethya. — The  cruel  purpose  of  Tarcos  to  sur- 
prise and  sacrifice  the  Pallic  garrison  defeated. — He  seizes 
two  messengers  to  Thebes,  and,  enticing  Rameses  to  a  se- 
cret cave,  he  sacrifices  theser  victims  to  his  gods,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  resistance  of  Rameses. — His  agony  at  the  spec- 
tacle.— Left  for  a  moment  by  Tarcos  as  insensible,  he 
rushes  from  the  cave,  and  descends  the  Nile  to  the  Me- 
mnonium. — He  finds  the  dwelling  of  Betis  abandoned. — 
Betakes  himself  to  the  Necropolis  of  Thebes,  where  he  had 
sought  for  the  stranger.— Overpowered  by  sleep,  he  dreams 
he  is  in  the  cave,  and  assailed  by  Typhon. — The  horror 
of  the  vision  awakening  him,  he  hears  his  name  called, 
and  sees  his  friend  JNIyris  watching  him. 

Night  came  on,  and  Rameses,  flushed  willi 
energy,  his  presentiments  excited  of  some  event 
calling  him  forward,  and  trusting  also  that  he  might 
hear  of  Phritiphanes,  accompanied  the  messenger 
to  the  Memnonium.  The  plain  was  indeed  a  dif- 
ferent one  from  the  scene  of  his  appeal — his  success- 
ful appeal  to  the  infuriated  multitude,  when  the 
fane  shone  in  all  its  grandeur,  and  the  priests,  witli 
incense  arising  to  their  honour,  were  hymning 
praises  to  the  colossal  statues.     Now  the  darkness 
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just  discovered  their  massy  and  colossal  forms,  and 
the  magnificent  porticoes  and  gateways  of  the  Me- 
mnonium  were  closed  and  rayless.  The  messenger 
led  onward,  passing  the  walls  toward  the  Libyan 
chain ;  and  entering  a  long  channel  cut  toward  the 
tombs,  he  continued  his  course  for  a  considerable 
distance,  when  a  turn,  by  which  he  retraced  his 
steps,  showed  a  small  chasm,  through  which  the 
guide  quickly  vanished ;  and  Rameses  following, 
was  soon,  through  crossing  ways,  led  to  the  asylum 
of  Tarcos,  which  was  so  deeply  buried  in  the  pile, 
as  to  be  quite  undiscoverable,  and  from  its  intricacy 
calculated  to  afford  every  facility  of  escape  in  the 
event  of  any  unforeseen  attack. 

The  chamber,  although  of  the  rarest  material,  a 
fine  rose  granite,  and  graven  with  sculptures  which 
were  masterpieces  of  art,  was  mysterious  and  de- 
pressing. The  very  shades  of  the  walls,  through 
the  rays  which  one  sepulchral  lamp  emitted  on  its 
objects,  gave  a  crimson  tinge,  as  of  blood,  upon  all 
around,  and  added  a  horrible  expression  to  the 
black  hue  and  ghastly  lineaments  of  Tarcos.  He 
was  seated  on  a  low  granite  bench,  his  sacerdotal 
ornaments  before  him,  the  sight  of  which  deepened 
the  expression  already  seated  on  his  brow.  Seeing 
Rameses,  he  exclaimed,  '  Welcome,  the  deliverer  of 
your  country,  the  vindicator  of  your  injured  gods  !' 
He  then  pointed  to  a  seat,  whereon  Rameses,  eager 
to  comprehend  his  present  feelings,  instantly  seated 
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himself,  and  besought  to  receive  the  particulars 
of  his  long-separated  friends,  assuring  him  of  his 
hfe  being  always  ready  for  the  service  of  his  country. 
'  Deep  and  accumulated  wrongs,'  Tarcos  replied, 
'  must  call  forth  the  revenge  of  Egypt's  true  and 
faitliful  Mizraim,  and  blood  must  stream  in  atone- 
ment for  the  affronts  to  the  gods !  O  that  the 
base  Pallic  race  were  given  into  my  hands  to  glut 
those  altars  they  now  impiously  strike  down!  to 
propitiate  those  sublime  gods,  the  raortiferous  deities 
of  death — Serapis,  Thermuthis  of  the  grave,  and  the 
dread  goddess  of  Elethya — which  they  now  contemn ! 
But  your  arm  shall  lend  my  vengeance  strength : 
the  hour  is  fast  coming — so  my  hopes  declare — 
which  shall  enable  us  to  roll  back  the  stream  of 
woes  now  overwhelming  us.  Since  the  fatal  hour 
that  Sosis  fell,  and  our  monarch  fled,  my  soul  has 
pined  within  these  walls,  and  only  dwelt  on  thoughts 
of  vengeance.  Your  arm  restored,  the  plans  of  Sa- 
bacon  and  the  army  of  Ethiopia  all  bursting  forth, 
combined  with  the  blaze  kindled  within  our  cities 
by  multiplied  tyrannies,  we  may  reap  a  harvest  of 
revenge.' 

To  the  anxious  heart  of  Rameses  the  strins:  he 
longed  to  sound  as  yet  was  mute.  At  length, 
he  mentioned  the  expected  arrival  of  Phritiphanes 
as  the  era  of  his  greatest  hopes,  *  Phritiphanes  is 
our  supreme  priest,"*  said  Tarcos,  '  and  benevolent 
to  all ;  but  by  these  very  virtues  he  enfeebles  and 
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debases  the  strong  resolve,  which  should  plant  its 
purpose  less  in  men,  and  puny  thoughts  of  individual 
suffering,  than  in  the  great  scale  of  honouring  the 
gods  by  all  on  earth,  the  blood  of  beast  and  man, 
his  hopes,  his  tears.  Look  to  the  voice  of  Nature. 
Does  she  not  send  the  whirlwind  and  the  simoom's 
breath,  and  sweep  these  insects  of  a  day  into  her 
oblivious  womb  ?     So  should  we  proceed.' 

However,  Rameses  preferred  the  mild,  benign, 
and  heavenly  tone  of  Phritiphanes,  yet  he  deemed  it 
useless  to  contend  with  one  obdurate, relentless  heart, 
who  advocated  also  the  ruthless  deities  of  his  in- 
clinations as  well  as  duty ;  he  therefore  proceeded  to 
the  inquiries  of  any  present  scene  of  action.  Tarcos 
told  him,  that  all  the  Memphians  awaited  only  the 
presence  of  a  force  to  support  their  enterprise,  im- 
mediately to  rise  against  their  Pallic  oppressors; 
that  his  brother  had  the  strength  requisite  to  sweep 
the  holy  Nile  to  the  walls  of  Memphis.  '  Ethiopia,' 
he  continued,  *  the  south,  is  now  our  leading  star. 
Phritiphanes  may  be  shortly  expected ;  and  if  energy 
rules  these,  to  pour  forth  all  their  forces  upon  Egypt, 
we  may  yet  taste  revenge :  but  where  to  await  these 
ripening  plans?  Messengers  even  now  brought 
orders  to  Thebes,  forthwith  to  close  all  the  Memno- 
nian  temples,  after  carefully  scrutinizing  every  se- 
cret haunt :  although,  therefore,  (thanks  to  our  se- 
crets !)  the  interior  of  these  walls  ever  unclose  to  our 
footsteps,  we  cannot  here  await  the  high  priest,  lest 
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too  speedy  an  arrival  of  our  enemies  betray  our 
plans.  For  the  present  I  meditate  a  retreat  to 
Eletliya,  and  the  striking  of  one  blow,  dear  to  my 
heart,  propitiatory^*^  to  the  gods.' 

What  this  object  of  such  intense  desire  was  Ra- 
meses  could  not  penetrate ;  and  Tarcos  entered  into 
no  further  detail  than  to  conjure  Rameses  to  meet 
him  at  Elethya,  the  third  day  from  the  present,  to 
offer  a  sacrifice  to  the  deities,  and  on  that  spot  to 
decide  upon  the  meeting  of  Phritiphanes,  and  the 
arrangement  of  their  future  prospects.  The  inter- 
view so  long  sought  closed  with  many  incidental 
circumstances  of  sorrow  and  anxiety  to  Rameses. 
Any  affinity  of  purpose  pained  him,  with  a  being, 
whose  office  he  must  reverence,  but  whose  impulses 
he  abhorred.  The  clouds  and  darkness  over  the 
object  nearest  his  heart  was  irksome  and  most  dis- 
tressing, and  would  have  depressed  him  yet  further, 
but  that  the  hope  of  meeting  Phritiphanes  threw  a 
gleam  of  hope  over  his  prospects.  The  call  to 
Elethya,  without  his  assigning  to  his  mind  any 
adequate  motive,  was  accompanied  with  gloomy 
forebodings ;  but  he  treated  them  as  emanating 
from  the  impressions  of  Tarcos's  mind.  He  also 
felt  a  strong  desire  and  impulse  to  pursue  the  ad- 
venture and  discovery  of  the  figure  he  had  glimpsed 
in  the  caves  adjoining  the  valley  of  Beban  el  Malcok, 
which  he  foresaw  the  call  to  Elethya  might  prevent : 
he  therefore  declined  every  earnest  remonstrance  of 
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Tarcos  to  remain  with  the  priests,  and  receive  the 
honours  of  his  rank  among  them,  as  far  as  their 
hmited  power  remained  ;  and  closing  a  meeting 
with  disappointment,  which  he  had  anticipated 
might  give  glad  news  to  his  heart,  Rameses  returned, 
ere  the  morning  shone  on  his  path,  to  the  humble 
and  enviable  retreat,  where  he  was  ardently  expected 
by  Betis  and  his  faithful  Phares. 

Wiiile  Rameses  was  thus  preparing  his  plans  for 
the  approaching  meeting  at  Elethya,  Tarcos,  whose 
heart  had  long  meditated  a  bloody  and  savage  gra- 
tification, was  preparing  his  snares  for  the  hapless 
victims  he  had  devoted  to  his  ensanguined  gods. 
From  infancy  Tarcos  had  officiated  at  the  altars  of 
these  avenging  deities,  and  had  fully  practised  and 
encouraged,  in  his  own  person,  as  well  as  in  the  vo- 
taries of  his  shrine,  the  dark  and  bloody  rites  of  the 
caves.  Their  gloom  and  horrors  were  become  fa- 
miliarized to  his  senses,  which  only  received  their  full 
expansion  of  gratification  when  the  long  and  dismal 
caverns  of  the  destroyer  saw  the  expiring  and  tor- 
tured^' victims,  surrounded  by  the  numerous  crowd 
of  trembling  votaries:  then  his  eyeballs  emitting 
living  fire,  his  whole  form  dilated,  and  the  linea- 
ments of  his  dark  visage  glowing  as  if  swollen  by 
some  innate  demon,  he  worked  up  himself  and  those 
surrounding  the  altar  to  an  impression  of  intoxicated 
frenzy  and  devotion  for  those  tremendous  gods  whom 
nothing  can  propitiate  but  tears  and  blood.     Their 
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power  presides  over  destruction  and  reproduction  ; 
and  thus  human  blood  propitiates  the  former  attri- 
bute, and  the  latter  reveals  its  debasing  qualities  in 
the  sad  and  horrid  cavern  rites.  Their  dark  cells 
and  glooms  portray  the  descent  into  the  infernal 
regions,  and  sufferings  therein ;  while  funereal  cere- 
monies depict  a  slain  god  restored  to  life  again, 
such  as  the  hero  god  Osiris,  dead  and  shut  up  in 
the  sacred  Soros  or  coffin,  then  quitting  it,  and  ex- 
periencing his  restoration  from  Hades.  The  deep 
darkness  and  the  solemnity  of  woe  were  the  cherished 
modes  of  these  scenes,  confined  to  the  secret  womb 
of  the  earth ;  and  as  they  represented  these  dismal 
records  of  Osiris  slain  by  Typhon,  and  his  search 
and  restoration  by  the  lamenting  Isis — so  did  the 
dark  and  savage  heart  of  the  priest  of  these  caverns 
brood  over  their  horrors,  until  they  became  his  whole 
acceptable  tenor  of  service  and  offering.  To  the 
heart  of  Tarcos  the  sun  of  splendour  was  always  the 
red  disk  of  Hades,  the  subterranean  Horus — the 
god  of  his  choice,  the  revengeful  Typhon,  or  the 
avenging  Muthim,  who  can  only  be  allayed  and 
propitiated  by  the  sacrifice  of  blood.  The  mild 
and  enlightened  views  of  Phritiphanes  he  despised, 
and  if  he  had  dared  he  would  have  opposed  and 
punished ;  and  every  construction  of  these  horrid 
sacrifices  in  any  other  than  the  savage  and  barbarous 
manner  in  which  he  practised  them,  was  a  crime 
that  excited  his  unrelenting  vengeance,  and  would 
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inevitably  compromise  the  safety  of  any  one  within 
his  power,  except,  as  in  the  case  of  Phritiphanes, 
when  counteracted  by  some  associated  sanctity. 

Thus  his  eager  desire  to  have  detained  Rameses 
partly  flowed  from  a  lurking  resolve  to  ascertain  by 
tests  and  trials  the  extent  of  his  feelings,  and  to 
elicit  forth  stronger  declarations  of  his  revencje  and 
devotion  to  the  gods  of  death,  than  hitherto  he  had 
heard  from  his  lips ;  hoping  ever  to  infuse  into  his 
spirit  a  portion  and  ray  of  that  all-pervading  fero- 
city which  inflamed  and  guided  his  own.  To  inter- 
weave him  with  his  own  tremendous  rites,  to  ascer- 
tain at  one  bold  experiment  all  his  feelings,  and  also 
to  mark  his  fierce  hate  of  the  Pallic  usurpers  by 
one  bloody  stroke — was  the  aim  of  his  ambition,  and 
the  scope  of  his  present  snares  for  the  enemy,  as  well 
as  of  his  appointment  of  the  sacrifice  with  Rameses. 
As  yet,  through  the  aid  of  the  band  of  priests  at- 
tached to  him,  and  hitherto  secreted  and  hidden 
throughout  the  recesses  of  the  Memnonium,  he  had 
the  power  and  means  of  seizing  upon  a  slender  de- 
tachment, which  in  the  vicinity  of  Elethya,  by  their 
reduced  numbers,  rather  watched  over  the  Pallic 
supremacy,  than  were  strong  enough  to  control  and 
command  it.  The  fane  deserted  and  wholly  closed, 
the  inhabitants  apparently  submissive — nothing  ap- 
peared calculated  to  awaken  their  fears;  and  Tarcos, 
with  his  emissaries,  secreted  in  the  passages  and 
recesses  known  only  to  the  priesthood,  had  arranged 
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the  means,  as  he  fondly  hoped,  of  overwhelming  the 
few  troops  in  the  town,  and  offering  them  a  public 
sacrifice  to  his  deities.  His  arrangements,  however 
skilfully  taken,  were  so  far  foiled,  that  the  Palllc 
commander,  observing  some  movements  of  peasantry 
causing  an  appearance  of  suspicious  stir  about  the 
temple,  kept  his  fortified  post  most  closely,  whence 
he  also  despatched  two  expresses  of  his  most  inti- 
mate asssociates  to  Thebes,  declaring  his  apprehen- 
sions of  a  meditated  revolt. 

Tarcos,  watching  every  movement,  and  noticing 
the  progress  of  the  soldiers,  had  these  unfortunate 
men  intercepted  by  his  emissaries,  and  carried 
to  the  caverns,  where,  Ijrooding  over  his  savage 
purposes,  and  the  possibility  of  an  entire  frus- 
tration of  the  dictates  of  his  revenge,  he  deter- 
mined upon  making  an  offering  to  his  gods  of 
these  two  victims,  as  he  was  deprived  of  the  more 
ample  revenge  which  he  had  feasted  upon  in 
anticipation.  Already  he  knew  the  governor  of 
Thebes,  becoming  suspicious  and  alarmed  at  the 
omission  of  his  usual  diurnal  accounts,  was  about 
to  despatch  a  body  of  troops  toward  the  south,  who, 
releasing  their  comrades  at  Elethya,  would  defeat 
his  intentions  altogether.  He  thus  hastened  his 
preparations  for  the  night  of  revenge  he  had  aj)- 
pointed ;  and  aware  of  the  dangers  he  incurred,  he 
prepared  to  retire  with  his  adherents  to  a  secure  re- 
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treat,  among  the  unknown  caves  of  the  adjacent 
Arabian  mountains.  , 

In  the  prosperous  days  of  his  supremacy  as  priest 
of  this  nome,  many  were  the  hapless  strangers  upon 
whom,  in  the  ascendant  of  Sirius,  Tarcos  had  en- 
forced the  cruel  law  of  burning  alive  to  the  bloody 
idol  of  his  worship,  after  inspecting  them  as  the 
oxen  or  sheep,  and  terming  them  Typhonian ;  thus 
consecrating  their  forms  to  the  evil  principle,  whom 
he  declared  to  be  appeased  by  this  horrid  rite.  The 
unfortunate  red-haired  strangers  were  pre-eminently 
chosen  by  this  cruel  law;  and  after  this  dreadful  trial 
was  past,  his  orders  regulated  the  winnowing  of 
their  ashes  with  the  sacred  van,  and  scattering  them 
to  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  These,  although  high 
festivals  of  solemnity  with  the  sombre  mind  of  the 
hierophant,  had  been  executed  as  part  of  his  duty, 
and  not  questioned  by  him ;  but  the  present  was  a 
private  act  of  revenge,  however  he  might  strive  to 
sanction  it  by  the  violated  altars  of  his  gods.  The 
scene  of  his  proposed  immolation  was  adjacent  to 
the  ancient  town,  and  in  a  solemn  adytum,  a  secret 
cave  known  only  to  the  priests,  and  calculated  to 
strike  horror  into  the  heart  of  every  person  who 
entered  its  precincts.  Tarcos,  considering  how  much 
he  had  relied  upon  a  favourable  conjuncture,  which 
any  untoward  event  might  set  aside;  fearing  also 
the  opposition  of  Rameses,  if  he  was  surrounded  by 
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the  citizens,  and  supported  by  the  public  voice — 
carefully  shrouded  all  his  intentions  within  the 
sphere  of  his  own  personal  control,  and  entrusted 
his  resolves  only  to  his  own  immediate  agents. 

Rameses,  who  had  entered  Elethya  unobserved, 
was  equally  surprised  and  pleased  at  the  silence  and 
quietude  of  the  place,  as  he  was  enabled,  by  the 
aid  of  a  guide,  to  repair  to  a  safe  asylum.     In  fact, 
at  this  moment,  from  the  arts  ofTarcos,  Elethya  was 
free,  although  he  felt  too  apprehensive  to  venture 
his  opinion  and  commands  in  the  public  temple  in 
open  opposition  to  the  energy  of  Rameses.  1  he  latter, 
therefore,  ignorant  of  all  that  had  passed,  accepted 
the  place  of  refuge  offered,  and  awaited  the  hour 
which  had  been  proposed  by  Tarcos  for  meeting 
him.     It  at  length  arrived,  and  he  was  conducted 
to  a  cavern  penetrating  deeply  into  the  Arabian 
chain  of  mountains ;  forbidding,  by  its  desolate  and 
dreary  appearance,  all  human  approach.     The  ex- 
terior was  festooned  by  various  shrubs  and  plants, 
growing  out  of  the  rich  soil  left  there  by  the  river 
at  its  annual  inundation,  which  flowed  up  nearly  to 
its  mouth :   the  entrance  rose  very  gradually  in- 
ward for  about  a  hundred  feet,  when  it  would  ap- 
pear to  the  external  beholder  to  meet  the  roof,  and 
entirely  terminate ;  but  the  person  accustomed  to 
its  secret  found  a  slanting  crevice,  (when  this  termi- 
nation was  carefully  examined)  which  just  admitted 
the  human  form  to  penetrate  by  creeping  inward, 
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and  through  which  aperture  Rameses  and  his  guide 
passed.  Within,  the  descent  was  rapid  to  a  flooring 
firm  and  wide,  and  ample  space  to  proceed  onward 
expanded  before  him,  which,  although  dark  and 
rugged,  led   toward  extensive  excavations,  all  of 
which  were  lighted  by  lamps,  and  solitary ;  save  here 
and  tliere  a  single  priest  passed  in  great  haste  toward 
an  adytum  at  a  great  distance,  and  of  a  peculiarly 
wild  and  frowning  aspect,  from  the  unhewn  craggy 
appearance  of  its  deep  and  jagged  surface,  seemingly 
rude  and  unformed,  as  if  shaped  by  nature.    From 
this  den  sounds  of  woe  arose  and  at  times  moaned 
through  the  cave ;   in  the  inmost  recesses  the  hoarse 
sounds  of  nocturnal  birds  echoed  from  the  sub- 
terranean places ;  and  enormous  bats,  startled  at  the 
unwonted  light,  flitted  in  rapid  circles  around.  The 
horrible  cries  which  smote  on  the  heart  ceased,  and 
all  again  was  still ;   a  silence  more  dreadful  even 
than  the  sounds  themselves,  as  portraying  a  fatal 
cause  for  the  impressive  change. 

The  courage  of  the  followers  and  priests  around, 
as  they  penetrated  deeper  into  the  horrible  cave, 
seemed  to  quail  under  the  associated  images  of 
despair ;  and  Rameses,  prepared,  by  every  trait  he 
had  heard  of  Tarcos,  by  all  he  witnessed,  was  yet 
horror-struck  (when  rushing  forward,  and  striking 
forcibly  with  his  foot  a  pair  of  dark  bronze  gates, 
they  instantly  opened,  and  admitted  him  to  the 
sanctuary  of  the  caves)  as  he  gazed  upon  the  terrible 
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scene.  It  was  a  vast  vault,  completely  domed,  and 
of  dark  stone,  hung  with  the  smoke  of  yearly  fires 
of  sacrifice ;  so  that  its  hollow  roof,  from  the  dun 
and  dusky  tinge  of  the  rock  itself,  was  all  but  in- 
visible. Every  part  of  the  cave  was  of  a  dark 
earthy  hue,  and  every  implement  around  was  formed 
of  iron.  An  iron  Typhonian  ^'-  lamp  quivered  in 
its  socket,  and  emitted  uncertain  flashes  of  light 
around ;  but,  alas !  unsteady  as  its  beams  were, 
they  quickly  revealed  to  the  aching  heart  of  Rameses 
the  scene  it  was  to  endure.  In  front  of  the  entrance, 
gazing  on  him  with  eyeballs,  whose  living  glare 
sparkled  as  the  gaunt  wolf  over  his  prey,  clothed  in 
black,  sat  Tarcos :  at  his  feet  lay  the  two  unhappy 
victims,  whose  nerves,  unable  to  support  the  horrors 
around,  betrayed  in  cries  and  groans  their  agonies ; 
all  which  he  exultingly  heard,  as  some  mocking 
fiend  watches  the  rushing  earthquake,  and  smiles 
with  joy  malign  at  the  heart-piercing  cry  of  the 
great  city's  thousands,  overwhelmed  and  sinking  into 
their  living  grave ;  thus  Tarcos  sate,  watching  the 
slow  process  of  Time''s  progress  in  the  water  vessel, 
and  counting  it  drop  by  drop.  Before  him  stood  an 
iron,  tripod  altar,  large  and  scooped,  alas!  for  the  fell 
purpose  of  the  immolation  he  designed.  Around 
hung  various  dedicatory  ornaments,  all  Typhonic, 
illustrative  of  the  great  all-ruling  deity  of  destruc- 
tion. On  every  side  sat  seven  priests,  twenty-eight 
in  all,  bearing  their  symbols,  the  crux,  the  scourge. 
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the  knife,  and  all  the  implements  of  sacrifice,  at- 
tendant on  every  gesture  of  their  terrific  leader.  A 
moment  only  passed  in  silence.  '  Whence,'  Ra- 
meses  exclaimed,  '  these  wretched  cries,  and  why 
those  unhappy  sounds  ?'  '  This  is  the  sacrifice  I 
welcome  you  to ;  these  are  the  victims  to  my  gods,' 
Tarcos  replied.  '  O  that  I  could  stretch  before 
their  divine  and  dreadful  forms  the  entire  race,  as 
now  I  lay  these  miserable  beings,  panting  and  naked, 
before  them  !  I  awaited  only  this  hour  and  you  to 
begin  the  rites.'  '  Cease  them  for  ever,'  Rameses 
replied ;  *  never  will  I  steep  my  hands  in  blood,  or 
violate  my  heart's  warm  throbbing  impulse,  and 
desire  to  spare  and  save,  for  any  false  conception  of 
the  gods  of  Hades.  I  protest  against  the  sacrifice  1* 
'  Silence,  vain  man  !'  Tarcos  fiercely  muttered, '  nor 
venture,  m  these  their  favourite  haunts,  to  trespass 
on  the  powers  of  darkness.  Thank  only  your  gal- 
lant deeds  for  Egypt  past,  that  they  arise  not  in 
vengeance  for  your  obloquy ;  nor  further  tempt  their 
wrath.'  '  Tarcos,'  said  the  hero,  '  I  command  your 
notice  and  attention :  by  the  powers  from  Egypfs 
monarch  which  I  hold  over  the  Mizraim  land,  his 
signet  here ;  by  my  voice  controlling  all  her  au- 
thorities; by  the  dictates  of  the  heart;  by  great 
Osiris'  power — proceed  no  further  in  these  unhal- 
lowed rites ;  restore  these  wretched  men  to  me,  and 
I  will  guarantee  their  faithful  secrecy  for  all  the 
past.'      '  Ah,'  Tarcos  coldly  answered,  *  deemest 
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thou  me  the  puny  changeling  of  a  sigh,  a  tear,  to 
bar  the  feast  my  heart  more  covets  than  all  the 
silken  luxuries  of  Amenophis's  throne?  What  would 
the  vulture  goddess*'^  of  my  own  sacred  shrine  reply 
to  the  aspirations  of  her  priest,  who,  when  ready  to 
appease  her  angered  essence,  forbore  the  sacrifice 
most  grateful,  barred  forsooth  by  gentle  thoughts 
and  speeches  of  degenerate  hearts  ?  Tempt  not  the 
horrid  suggestions  that  thickly  crowd  within  my 
panting  breast :  methinks  the  cave  thickens  with 
thronging  forms,  eager  to  lap  the  streaming  blood ! 
Ah  !  they  even  point  to  higher  victims,  even  to 
thee  !*  *  Point  where  they  may,  even  at  this  heart  V 
exclaimed  the  highly-wrought  and  gallant  Ra- 
meses;  'this  bloody  purpose  of  your  mind  shall 
never  be  effected  in  my  sight  and  with  my  will  1' 

As  if  the  threat  alone  cancelled  all  further  con- 
verse, Tarcos  only  waved  his  hand,  and  instantly  on 
every  avenue  the  caves  opened  into  dusky  cells, 
where  deeds  of  darkness,  horrid  and  nameless,  ap- 
peared ;  such  as  impressed  tlie  pure  and  refined  prin- 
ciples of  the  brave  Rameses's  mind  with  the  deepest 
disgust  and  horror.  Tarcos  saw  the  impression 
vain  and  unfavourable,  and,  boiling  with  rage  and 
fury,  with  angry  disdain  and  malice,  for  gods  he 
deemed  supreme,  thus  to  his  face  rejected  and 
scorned,  he  meditated  the  bitterest  revenge ;  but  the 
intrepid  grandeur  of  the  hero's  interference  checked 
and  parried  any  personal  danger,  however  he  might 
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feel  urged  on  to  the  desire  and  desperate  thought. 
But  all  the  fury  which  he  would  have  gladly  poured 
forth  even  upon  the  hope  and  trust  of  Egypt,  he 
turned  with  tenfold  malignity  upon  his  prostrate 
victims.     Waving  Iiis  hand,  in  a  moment,  even  as 
Rameses  stood  within  the  aperture,  a  priest  ad- 
vancing, struck  the  flooring  of  the  den  with  his  iron 
staff;  a  hollow  sound  rolled,  and  instantly  doors, 
finely  perforated  and  grated,  of  bronze,  closed  with 
much  noise  upon  the  steps  of  Rameses,  barring  all 
retreat.     While  all  within  the  vast  and  dreary  cave 
was  clear  and  open  to  view,  he  was  thus  doomed  to 
witness  all  the  horrid  spectacle ;  nor  could  he  offer, 
what  his  full-excited  heart  panted  to  realize,  the 
prompt  but  ineffectual  aid  of  one  defenceless  arm 
against  an  host.     As  it  was,  enmeshed  by  snares 
unthought-of,  here  he  was  incarcerated  in  a  recess, 
where  often  had  the  eyeball  ached  to  witness  horrors 
which  it  could  not  lessen  or  prevent. 

Heedless  of  every  eager  expostulation  of  rage 
or  of  command,  Tarcos  proceeded  with  his  horrid 
purpose,  and  glutted  every  fiend-like  propensity  of 
his  obdurate  nature,  every  dreadful  law  of  powers 
dark  as  the  central  glooms  of  Hades  I  inexorable  as 
the  ministers  of  vengeance !  insatiate  as  the  grave ! 
Why  paint  the  horrors  of  the  scene?  the  protracted 
ceremonies,  mystic  rites,  inebriated  dances,  and  orgies 
of  the  cave  ?  they  shout  with  joy,  as  screams  of  an- 
guish burst  from  their  tortured  victims ;  nor,  while 
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life  lasts,  refrain  from  barbarous  inflictions.     At 
length,  the  merciful  knife  ends  all  the  throes  and 
agonies  of  nature;  the  panting  limbs  stiffen  In  death, 
the  cavern  floats  in  blood.     Rameses,  thrilled  with 
every  shriek,  Avould  gladly  have  died  even  under 
the  fell  sacrificer's  hands,  compelled  thus  strangely 
and  without  resource  to  witness  what  his  heart  ever 
abhon'ed;  as  he  struggled  to  break  through  the  bars, 
*  Well,'  he  groaned  forth,  '  may  such  rites  be  done 
in  earth's  deepest  centre,  where  no  eye  of  god  or 
man   may  see.      O,   avenger  of  all   cruel  deeds ! 
lookest  thou  not  on  ?  and  will  not  thy  iron  pen  in- 
scribe the  horrid  retribution  due  ?     Ah  that  cry  ! 
I'll  hear  no  more !    Alas,  that  may  not  be !'    Thus 
tortured  with  the  sight,  and  his  ears  ringino;  with 
the  miserable  sounds  of  human  suffering,  he  for  a 
short  pause,  in  wild  impatience  at  the  toils  wherein 
he  felt  himself  betrayed,  wrapped  his  mantle  over 
him,  resolved  not  to  yield  the  savage  priest  the 
triumph  which  his  agitated  feelings  afforded  Iiim. 
And  now,  after  a  horrid  period,  a  pause  of  silence 
fell  on  his  aching  senses — most  gratefully  fell — as 
giving  respite  to  an  over-worn  and  lacerated  heart. 
It  still  continued,  when  Rameses,  with  fear  with- 
drawing the  robe  (almost  expecting  with  sight  to  be 
again  overpowered  with  the  dreaded  sounds)  to  his 
astonishment  beheld  his  passage  free,  neither  bars 
nor  doors  impeding  now  his  steps.    The  priests  and 
surrounding  bands  had   wholly  disappeared ;    the 
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cave  was  solitary  and  deserted;  but,  alas!  the  en- 
sanguined floor,  tlie  lacerated  victims,  bore  evidence 
of  sad  reality,  or  he  might  have  deemed  it  all  a 
dream. 

Determined   to   separate    himself  and   Egypt's 
cause  from  what  he  deemed  the  rites  of  evil  powers, 
deeply  resenting  the  ungovernable    savageness  of 
Tarcos,  he  felt  the  irresistible  impulse  instantly  to 
extricate  himself  from  the  detested  sight  and  cave. 
The  mangled  limbs,  discernible  by  the  dull  glare  of 
the  lamp,  attracted  his  notice.    *  Ah,  poor  victims  !' 
he  softly  sighed,  '  let  not  your  blood  be  visited  on 
Egypt,  or  on  Egypfs  sons.    The  dark-hued  Ethio- 
pian priest,  fit  symbol  of  dire  Typhon,  is  your  mur- 
derer: him  hover  over  with  your  withering  frown."* 
Ere  he  had  murmured  forth  the  thought,  so  swiftly 
had  he  instinctively  rushed  from  the  bloody  scene, 
he  had  gained  the  outer  shelving  bank,  and  passed 
the  boundary,  and  now  he  stood  within  the  outer 
cave.     The  cool  refreshing  breeze  of  night  floated 
softly  upward  from  the  river,  and  cooled  his  burn- 
ing brow.    His  aching  eyes  suff'used,  as  they  rested 
externally  on  a  scene  as  heavenly  soft,  as  sweetly 
beautiful,  as  the  past  moment's  gaze  had  been  fright- 
ful and  most  hideous.     The  plaintive  cries  of  the 
birds  of  darkness  were  lieArd  no  more  ;  the  shrieks 
of  dying  victims  no  longer  vibrated  on  the  ear. 
The  opening  of  the   cavern  displayed  interlaced 
groups  of  verdure,  with  acacia  flowers  and  odorous 
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blossoms;  all  reflected  by  the  vivid  light  at  once 
from  the  planets,  and  the  moon  shining  with  silvery 
radiance,  strongly  contrasted  by  the  deep  darkness 
of  the  distant  interior  of  the  cave.  Around  its 
inner  range,  withdrawn  almost  from  light  of  day, 
from  every  vagrant  beam,  were  plants  of  make 
strong  and  vigorous,  but  colourless  and  withered — 
strange  traces  of  organization  amid  darkness,  and 
fit  ornaments  to  the  rocky  vestibule  of  death.  The 
majestic  river  flowed  onward  before  the  opening, 
sparkling  in  the  moon's  rays. 

Overpowered  by  the  surpassing  loveliness  of  all 
around,  which  wore  a  heavenly  hue  to  a  soul  thus 
tortured  as  had  been  that  of  Rameses,  harassed,  and 
well  nigh  exhausted,  he  sat  down  on  the  shelving 
bank,  to  recall  his  scattered  thoughts  and  ease  his 
over-labouring  mind.  The  balmy  breeze,  the  lull- 
ing sound  of  waters,  the  cool  air  upon  his  heated, 
feverish  frame,  renovated  with  its  freshness :  but  he 
felt  danger  still  might  be  nigh ;  and  casting  his  eye 
on  the  bank,  and  perceiving  a  small  boat  moored, 
he  instantly  flung  himself  into  it,  loosened  the  fast- 
ening cords,  and,  paddling  into  the  stream,  swiftly 
descended  with  its  current  toward  Thebes.  His 
agitated  tone  of  mind,  impressed  by  the  cold  and 
revolting  ferocity  he  had  so  painfully  witnessed, 
by  degrees  subsided  under  a  night  thus  serene  and 
balmy.  The  moon  shining  in  her  lustrous  course, 
the  river  flowing  with  its  equable  and  tranquil  pro- 
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gress,  a  breeze  aiding  the  current — all  breathed  that 
peace  with  which  Nature  performs  her  revolutions 
in  the  heavenly  sphere,  and  organizes  all  the  various 
wonders  of  the  earth.  '  The  divine  and  bounteous  "* 
Nile  thus  pours  forth  with  unfailing  and  plenteous 
fulness  the  streams  of  plenty,'  he  thought,  '  and 
yearly  nourishes  and  blesses  all  the  myriads  of  its 
banks ;  yet  no  sound  or  agitation,  in  any  part  of  the 
boundless  system,  marks  the  great  revolving  plastic 
power,  working  in  all,  and  each  moment  effecting 
wonders  far  above  the  reach  of  human  thought.' 

Thus  endeavouring  to  withdraw  his  contemplation 
from  the  gloomy  display  of  human  passions,  and 
refresh  them  with  the  sweet  incense,  ever  flowing 
forth  in  peace  and  fragrance  from  the  works  of  Na- 
ture, Rameses  subdued  the  feverish  anxiety  which 
hung  over  him,  and  saw,  with  a  tone  of  exquisite 
pleasure,  the  sun  arise,  and  throw  the  brilliant  hues 
and  dyes  of  morn  around.  The  day  was  hot  and 
oppressive;  the  sun  darted  his  beams  perpendicu- 
larly on  the  small  speck  in  which  he  was  descending 
the  Nile;  the  beasts  of  burden  disappeared  with 
man  from  the  bordering  fields;  amid  the  apparent 
silence,  the  ear  was  filled  with  a  dull  vibration,  a 
continual  murmur,  a  hum  of  insects,  that  filled  all 
the  air.  He  pondered,  *  How  vast  is  the  extent 
and  power  of  organic  life  P  The  crocodile  alone, 
swimming  fiercely  toward  the  boat,  as  it  drifted 
near  the   shore,  while  Rameses  was  absorbed  in 
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thought,  and  seated  near  its  rim,  made  a  sudden 
and  violent  rush  to  seize  his  person;  a  moment 
only  intervened  for  him  to  elude  the  ravenous  rep- 
tile's jaws,  which  snapping  fast  with  a  tremendous 
noise,  he  sunk,  baffled  and  disappointed  of  his  prey, 
underneath  the  waters.  The  imminence,  however, 
of  the  danger  awakened  Rameses  from  a  dejection 
and  despondence,  the  result  of  the  late  horrid  scene, 
to  a  more  active  sense  and  view  of  the  real  blessings 
still  showered  upon  him.  If  Tarcos  had  debased 
his  heart  to  the  ravening  cruelty  of  the  tiger,  he 
himself  had  endured  the  trial,  and  shone  forth  su- 
perior; if  doubts  and  clouds  hung  heavily  upon 
the  present  and  the  future,  yet  the  Power  which 
even  in  that  instant  preserved  hivn,  afforded  his  re- 
flective mind  a  trust  that  it  was  yet  reserved  to  his 
arm  to  work  the  weal  of  Egypt. 

Thus  he  descended  the  Nile,  until  the  disk  of 
the  setting  sun  appeared  like  a  globe  of  fire  sus- 
pended over  the  distant  hills;  and  its  last  rays,  as 
they  swept  the  earth,  illumined  the  extremities  of  the 
waving  grass  on  the  banks,  now  strongly  agitated 
by  the  evening  breeze.  Rameses  was  still  lost  in 
admii-ation  of  its  resplendent  grandeur,  when  his 
slender  vessel  approached  the  vicinity  of  Thebes ; 
and  night  had  again  brought  her  friendly  obscurity, 
as  he  reached  the  banks,  and  disembarked  within 
view  of  Betis's  humble  tl welling.  Humble  as  it  was, 
his  heart  bounded  with  delight,  tiiat  here  now  he 
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should  receive  the  affectionate  sympathy  and  sooth- 
ing attentions  of  his  attached  followers  and  friends ; 
and  he  rested  on  the  participation  of  his  feelings  by 
the  well-regulated  understanding  and  character  of 
Betis.     Hastily  advancing  onward,  he  felt   some 
emotion  at  not  observing  the  usual  light  darting 
its  cheering  rays  around ;  the  more  so,  as  he  deemed 
full  well  it  now  would  have  beamed  forth  a  joyful 
welcome  to  his  return :  but  all  was  dark,  and  his 
heart  had  a  sad  presentiment  of  ill,  as  he  noticed 
the  stillness  around.     What  could  have  happened 
during  his  short  absence?    Had  death  bereaved 
him  of  the  two  beings  most  devoted  to  his  existence? 
Surprise  now  made  the  suspense  a  trial  of  exquisite 
pain,  as  he  examined  every  well-known  aperture, 
and  vainly  sought  for  admittance  to  its  shelter ;  he 
however  at  length  found  a  way  unsecured,  by  which 
he  entered  within.     The  place  was  solitary  and  de- 
serted, and  every  thing  around  bespoke  a  sudden 
and  precipitate  departure.     The  papyri  shreds  lay 
scattered  in  haste ;  and  the  apartments  evidently  had 
undergone  a  strict  scrutiny  and  search.    Whence 
could  this  evil  have  approached  Betis  ?    What  was 
the  fate  it  had  led  to?    Such  were  the  reflections 
that  excited  all  his  anxiety.     For  himself,  and  the 
forlorn  desolate  state  in  which  he  was  placed,  he 
felt  nothing.     Preserved  from  the  most  relentless 
pursuit,  and  savage  inflictions  of  power,  only  by  the 
fallacious  belief  of  his  death ;  the  object  of  hatred, 
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perhaps  of  persecution,  to  a  powerful  priest  and 
party  of  his  own  countrymen,  whose  bloody  rites  he 
had  declared  his  dissent  from  and  detestation  of; 
deserted  and  left  defenceless  by  his  monarch  wliom 
he  served — this  last  blow  swept  away  from  his  side 
the  remaining  humble  adherents,  whose  fidelity  and 
affection  supported  his  cares,  and  soothed  his  heart, 
in  a  misfortune  which  transcended  all  his  personal 
evils — the  absence  and  concealment  of  Nitocris. 

While  thus  exploring,  in  the  darkening  shades  of 
night,  the  few  apartments  and  simple  arrangements 
of  Betis,  the  moon,  which  had  now  ascended  above 
the  acanthus  grove,  poured  a  full  flood  of  radiance 
into  his  late  chamber,  and  shone  attractively  upon 
some  glistening  materials  of  his  faithful  servant's 
most  ingenious  avocation :  involuntarily  attracted  to- 
ward it  as  a  relic,  perhaps  even  the  last  handy-work 
of  his  regarded  follower,  Rameses  took  it  forward  to 
examine  it,  and  beheld,  traced  in  symbols  only 
known  to  themselves,  the  following  scroll : — 

*  Beloved  master,  if  these  lines  should  meet  your 
eyes,  fly  from  Thebes :  evil  hovers  over  you,  and 
has  even  now  missed  its  aim  only  by  your  absence. 
Whence  called  forth  I  know  not ;  but  suspicion  lias 
fallen  upon  me  and  my  abode,  lleturning  slowly 
through  the  acanthus  grove,  I  saw  my  home  begirt 
with  soldiers,  and  within  my  covert  gathered  their 
embassy  to  seize  us.  I  shall  repair  to  the  lake  of 
Moeris,  where,  if  this  should  reach  you,  let  mo  im- 
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plore  your  instant  progress. — Seek  the  woodman''s 
hut.' 

While  his  heart  exulted  at  being  thus  relieved 
from  the  worst  part  of  its  apprehensions — the  dread 
of  the  danger  or  death  of  his  servant  and  friend — he 
felt  also  gratitude  at  the  fresh  cause  of  trust  in  this 
manifest  preservation  of  himself :  determining  forth- 
with to  retire  for  the  present  to  the  unfrequented 
and  sacred  valleys  of  the  tombs;  and  as  his  worn 
and  exhausted  frame  needed  repose,  he  necessarily 
provided  himself  hastily  with  some  dates  and  other 
frugal  fare  of  his  late  anxious  host,  and  instantly 
quitted  what  he  now  considered  a  place  of  danger,  re- 
pairing, by  the  well-known  mountain  tracks,  toward 
the  extensive  ranges  of  the  tombs :  instinctively  his 
feet  turned  toward  the  valley  where  his  heart  reckoned 
on  the  appeai'ance  of  the  watchful  form ;  and,  witli- 
out  questioning  himself  of  the  motive,  although  worn 
down  and  wearied,  he  continued  his  progress  until 
he  had  reached  the  self-same  niche,  which  in  liis 
former  rambles  received  him.  Here,  resting  his 
tired  limbs,  and  concealing  hivnself  from  any  casual 
wanderer,  he  was  soon  buried  in  a  deep  and  pro- 
found slumber;  but  the  fever  and  agitation  of  spirits 
he  had  undergone  had  passed  into  his  blood,  and 
busy  fancy  soon  assumed  supreme  control  over  his 
senses,  and  led  his  mind  back  to  the  scene  which 
had  been  so  lately  the  object  of  his  tortured  feelings. 
He  thought  he  was  again  in  the  entrance  to  tiie 


RAMESES.  187 

well-remembered  cavern,  and  that,  against  his  %Yill 
and  struffffling;  efforts,  he  was  hurried  on  to  the  in- 
ward  cave,  where  all  was  buried  in  deep  and  palpable 
dai-kness,  as  when  he  had  quitted  it.     While  he 
gazed  in  horror,  a  blue  flame,  arising  on  the  altar, 
ascended  to  the  ribbed  roof,  revealing  the  cavern 
solitary  and  sprinkled  with  gore,  and  on  its  floor 
the  mutilated  limbs  and  distorted  features  of  the 
victims.     While  he  beheld  the  frightful  sight,  in 
one  figure  the  joints  appeared  to  close  together  and 
unite :  the  head,  severed  and  laid  before  the  stern 
form  of  the  destroyer,  rejoined  its  trunk ;  the  eyes 
open,  and  glare  upon  Rameses  with  a  sparkling 
fiendish  lustre,  while  the  strangely  resuscitated  figure 
itself,  on  which  played  the  blue  lambent  flames,  ex- 
hibited the  ghastly  pallid  form  of  the  murdered 
victim,    sparkling   and   reanimated   by   a   demon. 
Shuddering   with  instinctive   disgust  and  horror, 
Rameses  felt  as  if  in  presence  of  dread  Typhon, 
thus  clothed  in  his  victim's  fleshly  shape;  and  lifted 
up  his  heart  for  humble  trust  and  reliance  in  the 
dire  struggle,  recoiling  at  the  contaminating  touch 
of  the  clay-cold  hand,  which  he  thought  pressed  his. 
He  became  fixed  and  immoveable ;  while  the  lips, 
although  to  the  eye  impassively  fixed,  uttered  these 
accents,  which  fell  in  solemn  thrilling  sounds  upon 
his  senses : — '  Whence,  Rameses,  this  second  visit  to 
the  cave  of  death  ?   Does  not  one  sacrifice  suffice? 
How  flow  the  thoughts  of  Rameses  toward   this 
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choice  display  of  Typhon's  power  ?' — (A  sigh  invo- 
luntarily burst  from  his  heart,  as  he  rapidly  recalled 
to  mind  the  struggles  and  misery  of  the  murdered 
being  thus  strangely  restored  to  animation  before 
him.) — '  Seeks  he  in  that  rebellious  sigh  an  accusa- 
tion, and  refuses  entire  obedience  to  the  will  of 
the  great  Egyptian  god  ?  Shrinks  he  from  blood  ? 
Wherewith  can  he  approach  dread  Typhon's  fane, 
which  testifies  his  power,  save  in  the  pouring  forth 
of  life  before  his  altar,  which  destroys  ^^ — absorbs — 
to  recreate  afresh?  Look  into  Nature's  works:  is 
she  not  the  same  ?  can  aught  she  wills  be  wrong  ?' 
— His  heart,  throbbing  with  its  sensation ;  abased, 
but  not  overwhelmed ;  urged  within  by  fears  and 
dread  of  impiously  opposing  powers  divine,  yet  true 
to  that  unerring  monitor  of  bright  humanity,  which 
in  all  ages,  through  all  times,  was  ever  seated  in  the 
heart — Rameses  humbly  replies, — *  In  the  temple  of 
great  Egypt's  deity,  in  the  cave  consecrated  to  awful 
Typhon,  with  a  heart  beating  for,  and  seeking  only 
truth  and  purity,  can  I,  the  being  of  a  day,  dispute 
with  powers  supreme?  But  can  Osiris  contradict 
himself?  How  can  I  judge,  that  through  those  spe- 
cular orbs,  so  dreadfully  bright,  now  shines  the 
trutli?  that  some  demon  is  not  leagued  to  mar  that 
precious  transcript,  which  naught  can  raze  from  off 
the  heart,  graven  on  its  fleshly  tablets  by  his  will, 
which  nothing  can  suborn?  Murder,  fleshly  lusts— 
the  record  these  condemns.     The  heavenly  gales 
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waft  sweets  of  future  bliss  upon  the  pure  in  heart, 
beyond  all  joys  of  sense  ;  these  laws  only  will  I 
trust,  which  find  their  full  accordance  with  the  trial 
and  the  award  within.'  '  'Tis  well/  replied  the  death- 
like form ;  *  well  has  the  initiate  votary  fulfilled  his 
vow,  and  now  rejects  the  test  which  binds  him  to 
the  sacred  band.  The  immortal  Pan  of  Mendes, 
which  shows  the  first  instinctive  impulses  of  Nature, 
shocks  the  refined  conceptions  of  our  pupil  ?  The 
rites  of  Apis  and  of  Mnevis,  sacred  and  immortal, 
are  too  material,  all  too  gross,  for  Egypt's  warrior? 
This  tone  the  invisible  spirit  of  the  cave,  the  king  of 
death,  marked  with  his  fatal  stele,  even  when  you 
shrank  so  late  from  his  most  welcome  rites  !  Now  is 
the  hour  !  In  me  you  see  the  talismanic  powers  of 
his  dark  reimi :  now  sanction  here  his  rule ;  his  sa- 
cred  caverns'"  innate  sanctity ;  his  only  demiurgic 
energy ;  communicated  solely  by  his  will  to  animal, 
to  man,  to  every  universal  form  and  office  of  great 
Nature;  admit  and  venerate  the  supremacy  of  each 
sacred  animal ;  honour  in  them  the  emanations  of 
the  god,  and  honour  him  in  their  impulses  trans- 
ferred to  man.  Now  in  testimony  dip  your  finger 
in  this  sign,  cement  strong,  indissoluble ;  or  see  this 
fleshly  veil  withdrawn,  and  great  Typhon's  powers 
in  vengeance  !"* 

As  he  spoke,  he  pointed  to  the  iron  altar,  where 
instantly  bubbled  up  the  copious  stream  of  blood  so 
lately  shed.     As  he  was  thus  dreadfully  summoned 
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to  the  horrid  taste  of  death,  his  inward  spirit,  thus 
tried  and  put  upon  the  rack  of  torture,  environed 
by  such  horrors,  stunned  by  the  fear  of  rebelhng 
against  supreme  will,  and  labouring  also  to  support 
the  pressure  of  recoiling,  fainting  Nature,  against  the 
awe  of  superhuman  power,  of  wrestling  with  im- 
mortal might, — Rameses  even  now,  in  the  inward 
voice  of  truth — in  purity  of  purpose—found  within 
a  spring  vouchsafed  of  aid  and  help,  in  this  dread 
moment  of  imaginary  trial.  As  from  a  trance-like 
agony  arouzing  his  whole  frame  by  one  convulsive 
effort,  spreading  his  arms  wide,  as  if  courting  the 
bolt  he  deemed  launched  forth  to  annihilate  him, 
loudly  he  exclaimed  :  '  And  be  it  so  !  From  whence 
I  entered  on  this  world,  1  know  not ;  what  I  may 
become,  is  also  dark,  unknown  ;  but  what  I  am,  and 
what  I  ought  to  be,  I  know  within :  that  law  I 
read  and  trust ;  and  now  and  ever  fly  these  dark 
and  dreadful  rites.  I  love  the  light,  the  radiance 
of  the  day ;  it  beams  from  heaven,  it  shines  to 
clear  the  path  of  man :  not  so  the  cavern's  dark 
and  guilty  nooks ;  they  shade  the  deeds  of  lust,  of 
blood.  The  splendid  god  of  day  darts  his  bright 
beams  around  to  nurture  life,  to  give  the  means  of 
joy  and  peace :  the  smallest  leaflet  opens  and  ex- 
pands in  sweetness  by  his  power ;  and  by  his  genial 
heat,  spread  through  the  bosom  of  our  mother  earth, 
the  hidden  germs  and  seeds  of  grain  spring  upward 
into  food  to  nourish  and  support  the  frame  of  man  : 
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his  universal  works  are  glorious,  and  his  ways  are 
strewed  with  flowers  of  amaranthine  hues.  Not  so 
this  dark  recess;  its  light  is  fiendish,  and  it  glares 
only  on  sanguine  streams  of  slaughter  and  of  death. 
The  orb  which  leads  to  brighter  skies  I  worship  and 
adore,  and  now  and  ever  yield  myself  unto  his 
mighty  will.' 

Scarcely  had  Rameses  uttered  these  impassioned 
words,  than  the  spectre  form  breathed  forth  a  bicker- 
ing flame,  which  waved  in  streams  around.     The 
rugged  cavernous  sides  spouted  out  flames,  which 
rising  upward,  rolled  in  curling  volumes  over  its 
arched  dome ;    while   the  infernal  form,   swelling 
into  a  giant's  mighty  stature,  gazed  with  a  malicious 
ghastly  smile  upon  tlie  much-enduring  form  of  Ra- 
meses, who  seemed  as  if  charmed  amid  the  terrific 
scene.     Suddenly  the  figure  extended  its  arm,  of 
size  immense;  it  was  uplifted  as  to  strike;  the  peals 
of  angry  thunder  broke  on  his  ear.     Nature  could 
no  more ;  pale  and  inanimate,  he  thought  he  sunk 
to  earth,  and  in  the  awful  stillness  that  ensued  that 
his  soul  would  pass  away.     Thus  struggling  with 
these  frightful  terrors,  as  he  tried  again  to  utter 
sounds,  the  bright  day  blazed  around  him ;  and 
opening  his  eyes,  he  saw  some  one  intently  gazing 
on  him ;  but  deeply  groaning,  and  still  impressed 
with  the  dreadful  horrors  of  his  imagination,  he 
murmured   forth,  '  Why  delays   the  blow  ?  why 
loiters  thus  the  spark  within  ?  it  longs  to  soar  aloft 
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beyoncl  this  gloomy  sphere.'  Thus  lie  uttered, 
while  these  welcome  accents,  '  llameses !  Rameses  ! 
friend  of  my  soul !'  fell  on  his  ears ;  and  slowly  re- 
calling his  scattered  thoughts,  his  throbbing  brow 
and  clammy  forehead  bespeaking  the  dreadful  in- 
ternal conflict  he  had  endured,  even  on  the  rocky 
ledge  on  which  he  laid  him  down  within  the  vale  of 
tombs,  he  found  himself  reclining ;  and  the  faithful 
Myris,  with  sympathy  and  suffering  imprinted  on 
his  glowing  features,  was  there  anxiously  watching 
over  him. 
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BOOK  VII. 

ARGUMENT. 

Rameses,  borne  by  Myris  into  a  splendid  sepulchre,  learns 
from  his  friend  of  his  despair  at  the  fall  of  Memphis  and 
tidings  of  his  death ;  since  which  he  has  been  concealed  in 
his  family  tomb  in  the  Theban  Necropolis. — They  abide 
here  in  safety ;  while  Tarcos,  surprised  by  the  Pallic  sol- 
diers in  his  cave,  is  conveyed  to  Memphis. — In  revenge 
he  discovers  the  existence  and  plans  of  Rameses  to  Salatis. 
— Myris  and  Rameses  proceed  to  Elethya  and  the  cave 
for  tidings  of  Phritiphanes. — Myris  falls  by  an  arrow; 
and  Rameses,  wounded  as  he  is  crossing  the  Nile,  reaches 
the  statues  of  the  Osiric  gods  near  Silsilis,  when  he  becomes 
senseless  from  loss  of  blood. 

The  recognition  of  friends  thus  long  severed, 
whose  hearts  were  knit  together  by  bonds  of  reciprocal 
friendship  and  innate  worth,  and  the  manly  feelings 
arising  from  the  scenes  wherein  they  had  suffered 
together,  were  deeply  affecting.  It  was  marked  on 
the  part  of  Myris  by  surprise,  wonder,  and  delight; 
while  with  Rameses  the  tones  of  renewed  friend- 
ship and  happiness  were  shaded  by  that  languor 
and  exhaustion,  the  result  of  highly  excited  and  ir- 
ritated feelings.  Indeed,  his  whole  frame  had  so 
laboured  under  the  pressure  of  the  violent  emotions 
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of  his  mind,  during  his  agonizing  dream,  as  had 
communicated  part  of  his  own  sensations  to  Myris, 
who  had  been  thus  brought  by  fate  in  contact  with 
the  being  he  deplored  as  dead,  and  grieved  for,  as 
extinguishing  not  less  his  own  sources  of  pleasure 
than  the  hopes  of  Egypt.  Long  secluded  amid  the 
tombs,  he  it  was  whose  watchful  glances  and  rapid 
retreat  had  called  forth  so  powerfully  the  attention 
and  feelings  of  Rameses ;  for,  having  secreted  himself 
amid  ranges  of  tombs  some  hundreds  in  number, 
closing  with  marble  doors  impervious  and  inacces- 
sible from  without,  as  Rameses  had  not  seen  the 
aperture  whence  the  form  issued,  he  had  found  it 
quite  impossible  to  trace  or  ascertain  the  place  of 
refuge;  and  Myris,  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of 
an  intruder,  and  suspecting  a  discovery  of  his  re- 
treat from  the  efforts  he  cautiously  noticed  to  trace 
him,  dreading  lest  he  might  incautiously  have  ex- 
posed his  secret  to  his  enemies,  resolved  upon  adopt- 
ing a  more  complete  seclusion  than  he  had  pre- 
viously observed.  Now  so  ynexpectedly  restored 
to  each  other,  they  could  together  renew  those  in- 
terchanges of  thought,  withheld  by  the  painful  se- 
paration they  had  endured.  After  looking  at  his 
friend  with  a  lengthened  gaze,  as  if  still  expecting 
that  the  form  so  wondrously  restored  to  him  might 
even  yet  melt  into  air,  he  instantly  assisted  the  tot- 
tering frame  of  Rameses  into  his  solemn  asylum. 
Its  ample  range  and  suite  of  chambers  combined 
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both  space  and  splendour,  such  as  mark  the  last 
abode  of  the  Theban  rulers.     Tliere  were  a  long 
train  of  passages,  staircases,  and  corridors,  conduct- 
ing to  three  circular  halls,  whose  ample  range  af- 
forded him  a  spacious  retreat.     From  the  central 
chamber  a    subterraneous   passage    wound   nearly 
seven  hundred  feet  in  length  ^^,  until  it  secretly  issued 
forth  behind  some  crags  of  an  obscure  valley  in  the 
Arabian  chain.   V\^ithdrawn  within  its  secure  covert, 
they  felt  most  anxious  to  know  what  had  betided 
each;  and  while  Rameses  reclined  on  a  couch,  he 
beckoned  to  IMyris  to  recite  how  he   escaped  the 
slaughter   of  IMemphis.     His    narrative   was  soon 
ended,  alarmed  as  he  became  for  the  manifest  ill- 
ness of  his  friend,  who,  although  highly  desirous  to 
learn  his  sufFerinos   was  vet  from  time  to  time  suf- 
fused  with  a  flush   of  crimson,  betokening   rapid 
fever.    Myris,  expressing  his  agony  at  finding  every 
attempt  at  his  rescue  unavailing,  passed  lightly  over 
the  despair  which   universally  pervaded  the  land 
upon  hearing  of  his  fatal  end — a  delusion  which  he 
yet  knew  not  how  to  account  for.      He  named  how 
he  had  been  severely  wounded,  and  removed  to  his 
paternal  mansion  at  Thebes  before  the  enemy  had 
reached  the  quarter  where  he  fell ;  and  here  the 
vmited  effect  of  the  loss  of  Ramcses,  and  the  misfor- 
tunes of  his  country,  produced  that  aggravated  state 
of  sickness  and  decay,  as  rendered  any  forcible  re- 
moval with  the  fugitives  into  Ethiopia  certain  death. 

o  2 
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Raving  continually  upon  Rameses,  and  of  rejoining* 
hira  in  the  tomb,  his  faithful  slaves,  as  a  last  re- 
source, (the  bands  of  Salatis  now  approaching 
Thebes,)  bore  him  secretly  by  night  to  his  paternal 
catacomb,  having  carefully  provided  its  interior 
with  necessary  conveniences.  The  arable  lands 
around  the  valley  of  its  egress  were  resided  upon 
by  his  own  faithful  slaves,  under  the  character  of 
Theban  peasantry,  and  thus  the  secret  was  guarded, 
and  its  sad  inmate  supplied.  But  instead  of  death 
commixing  his  frame  with  the  silent  partners  of  his 
abode,  Myris,  from  the  hour  that  he  beheld  himself 
enclosed  within  its  marble  portals,  regained  more 
composure  and  tranquillity ;  it  seemed  as  if  by  com- 
muning with  death,  he  had  applied  its  everlasting 
state  as  an  efficacious  solace  to  the  cares  and  chanoes 
he  so  deeply  deplored.  Rameses  perished,  and  by 
his  own  hand,  was  a  wound  he  dared  scarcely  probe  ; 
gloom  and  melancholy  settled  over  him  whenever  it 
came  on  his  thoughts. 

By  degrees  the  quiet  and  security  of  his  retreat 
seemed  to  allay  the  feverish  impatience  of  his  frame, 
and  he  regained  in  some  measure  his  wonted  health, 
and  his  mind  resumed  its  strength,  save  a  shade  of 
settled  melancholy  brooding  over  his  captive  and 
degraded  country  and  his  departed  friend.  Aware 
of  the  jealous  cruelty  of  the  Pallic  race,  he  now  kept 
in  the  strictest  seclusion,  save  when  at  night's  soft 
hour  he  was  tempted  forth  by  the  entire  silence  of 
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the  adjacent  courts.  On  the  evening  when  the  pre- 
sent happy  recognition  occurred,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  walk  out  by  the  interesting  scene  which 
these  sepulchral  ranges  exhibited  in  the  pale  beams 
of  the  moon,  tasting  a  tranquillity  of  thought  un- 
felt  but  by  the  enthusiast  of  fair  Nature's  scenes. 
Gazing  around,  he  mused  upon  the  impressive  cha- 
racter of  the  mute  sepulchres  surrounding  him,  and 
drew  in  motives  of  acquiescence  and  resignation 
which  dropped  tones  of  sweetness  on  his  soothed 
and  strengthened  spirits.  While  thus  employed,  and 
gazing  on  Thebes  still  and  silent,  shining  in  the 
moonbeams,  his  steps  were  at  once  arrested  by  the 
appearance  of  the  recumbent  form  of  a  man.  His 
first  sensation  was  to  retire  instantly  into  his  beloved 
solitude;  but  on  giving  another  glimpse,  he  per- 
ceived him  to  be  wrapped  in  deep  slumber,  as  his 
position  showed  him  fully  to  Myris,  displayed  by 
the  radiance  of  bright  Isis's  beams.  He  was  laid  at 
his  length  by  a  shelving  ledge,  one  arm  bent  under 
him,  which  also  supported  his  head,  as  it  rather 
drooped,  and  became  partly  shaded  by  its  position : 
the  other  arm  crossed  his  chest.  His  sleep  ap- 
peared most  restless  and  agitated  ;  his  countenance 
repeatedly  changed,  and  became  convulsed ;  his 
heart  panted  and  heaved  with  emotion.  Myris, 
throwing  a  quick  glance  on  the  lower  part  of  his 
countenance,  felt  his  heart  palpitate  as  he  drew 
back  a  step ;  then  softly  stepping  Ibrward  again,  a 
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groan  burst  forth,  when  Myris,  scarcely  less  over- 
come than  the  sleeping  figure,  recognized  before 
him  his  lamented  Rameses  in  the  struggling  and 
convulsed  form  of  this  wanderer  of  the  tombs. 
Calling  gently  on  his  name,  and  leaning  over  him 
frantic  with  joy,  he  sought  to  dispel  the  horrid 
dream  which  thus  shook  the  frame  of  his  friend ; 
and  pouring  into  his  ears  the  accents  of  his  heart, 
of  his  unabated  friendship,  and  high  value  of  his 
worth,  at  length  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
those  eyes  unclose,  and  recognize  him  whose  lustre 
and  happiness  he  had  delighted  to  witness, — of  that 
hand  pressing  his,  whose  grasp  of  friendship  and 
manly  confidence  had  ever  communicated  trust  and 
affiance  to  his  heart.  To  aid  him  to  rise,  and 
quickly  to  conduct  him  to  his  magnificent  yet  so- 
litary shelter,  was  the  work  of  a  few  moments. 

The  hours  wore  rapidly  along  in  the  interesting 
communications  each  had  to  disclose;  but  in  the 
closing  eye  and  flushed  cheek  of  Rameses  Myris 
soon  discovered  that  the  recent  trials  of  his  mind 
had  sown  the  seeds  of  deadly  disease,  and  that  his 
present  restoration  would,  without  the  greatest  care, 
prove  only  the  precursor  to  the  fatal  separation  he 
had  so  long  already  bewailed. 

Leaving  the  friends  to  those  hours  which  sickness 
marks  with  sorrow,  but  also  blends  with  feelings  of 
soft  balm,  when  the  loved  hand  smooths  the  pang 
of  suffering,  and  the  watchful  thought  softens  the 
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sting  of  pain,  we  must  turn  to  the  cavern  wherein 
Tarcos  had  so  savagely  indulged  his  thirst  for  venge- 
ance, and  thus  lacerated  and  insulted  the  heart  of 
Egypt's  purest  and  most  noble  son.  The  tremen- 
dous retribution  uttered  by  the  voice  of  Rameses, 
the  punishment  of  blood,  hung  already  over  the 
guilty  cavern,  and  a  conducting  fate  only  by  a  mo- 
ment's wondrous  intervention  withdrew  from  the 
approaching  impending  ruin  that  exalted  heart, 
which,  amid  the  horrors  of  death,  had  dared  with 
sublime  energy  to  lift  the  voice  of  condemnation. 

Among  the  Pallic  soldiers  confined  in  their  post 
by  the  emissaries  of  Tarcos,  not  less  than  by  the 
prudent  commands  of  their  leader,  was  one  indi- 
vidual whose  heart  throbbed  with  the  keenest  an- 
guish to  break  forth  and  explore  the  fate  of  a  loved 
brother,  who  was  one  of  the  messengers  despatched 
to  Thebes,  and  never  heard  of;  no  sooner  therefore 
had  a  strong  detachment  of  troops,  arriving  at  Ele- 
thya,  made  the  encircling  foes  disperse  amid  their 
mountains,  than  the  party  besieged  poured  into  the 
town,  and  the  Pallic  soldier,  frantic  with  anxiety, 
sought  out  some  footsteps  of  his  brother.  Shrewd 
and  crafty,  he  penetrated  that  the  priests,  although 
wholly  now  disappeared,  had  yet  within  an  hour's 
time  been  seen  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  Eagerly 
hastening  along  the  margin  of  the  stream,  he  tracked 
with  a  sagacity  sharpened  by  his  intense  desire  to 
learn  tidings  of  his  brother,  the  footsteps  of  llamcses 
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and  his  conductor  to  the  cave.  Here,  although  the 
casual  observer  might  have  been  deceived,  he,  being 
habituated  to  the  mountain  fastnesses  of  their  race, 
soon  traced  the  aperture,  and  had  his  heart  tortured 
by  the  horrid  cries  which  broke  on  his  ear ;  when, 
flying  back  to  Elethya,  he  quickly  assembled  a 
crowd  of  troops,  wherewith  he  hastened  to  the  cave, 
and  warning  them  to  enter  in  deep  silence,  he 
reached  the  spot  only  a  few  minutes  after  Rameses 
had  embarked,  and  was  out  of  notice  on  the  opposite 
banks,  toward  which  he  crossed  the  boat  instinctively, 
to  lose  sight  of  tlie  cave  previously  to  his  descending 
the  stream. 

While  thus  the  chain  of  circumstances  wafted 
Rameses  from  the  avenging  inflictions  of  the  irri- 
tated conquerors,  Tarcos,  enjoying  his  agonies,  and 
suspecting  that  his  covering  himself  with  his  mantle 
was  followed  by  a  swoon  and  suspension  of  sense, 
had  availed  himself  of  it  to  withdraw  his  associates, 
and  leave  the  cave  for  a  short  pause  deserted  and 
silent,  while  he  prepared  a  new  test  whereby  he  now 
determined  to  push  to  the  utmost  point  the  trial  of 
his  courage  and  constancy  in  braving  of  his  infernal 
deities.  So  savage  was  his  frame  of  mind,  so  violent 
his  excitement,  that  in  all  probability  he  might  have 
proceeded  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  fatal  violence 
against  the  noble  Rameses.  But  the  scene  which 
the  cave  presented  to  his  eye,  as  he  re-entered  it 
with  his  preparations  of  illusion  and  deception,  was 
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far  different  from  his  heart's  fond  expectancy.  No 
sooner  had  he  trod  the  bloody  floor,  and  cast  his 
eyes  around,  than  he  beheld  himself  and  his  fol- 
lowers surrounded  on  every  side  by  a  numerous 
band  of  Palli,  who,  filled  with  rage  and  inflamed 
with  ungovernable  fury  at  the  direful  spectacle  of 
their  mangled  and  murdered  comrades,  fell  at  once 
on  the  priests,  and  hacked  them  in  pieces.  Throw- 
ing himself  before  Tarcos  and  two  of  die  chief  of 
the  train,  the  Pallic  soldier  implored,  struggled  for, 
and  preserved  them.  '  Let  them  not  thus  easily 
die !'  he  exclaimed.  *  \^"retches  of  blood  !  oreserve, 
oh  preserve  them  for  such  tortures  as  yonder  man- 
gled frame  displays.'  He  prevailed  against  their 
uplifted  swords  ;  and  bound  and  fettered,  they  were 
instantly  laid  at  his  feet,  while  all  the  other  compa- 
nions of  their  cruelties  fell  beneath  the  Pallic  swords. 
Rage  and  fury  unutterable  swelled  the  frame 
of  Tarcos,  as  rolling  his  eyes  around  he  beheld 
not  Rameses,  whom  he  had  exultingly  confided  in 
the  thought  was  also  thus  involved  in  the  same 
ruin  with  himself;  but  finding,  upon  his  looking 
around,  that  no  such  being  was  within  the  cave,  his 
dark  and  gloomy  mind  revolved  the  direful  con- 
ception to  betray  his  existence  and  plans  to  the 
Pallic  monarch,  and  thus  to  consummate  a  full  re- 
venge. Gnashing  his  teeth  at  thus  having  been 
foiled,  he  muttered  curses  on  himself  for  having 
spared  his  life,  when  his  first  suggestions  were  to 
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have  involved  him  in  the  bloody  fate  of  his  late 
victims.  Resolving,  however,  to  effect  it,  if  pos- 
sible, by  his  malice,  he  refrained  from  uttering  the 
gnawing  imprecations  his  tongue  longed  to  pour 
forth  upon  the  surrounding  throng  of  soldiers. 
They,  searching  every  nook  and  recess  of  this  den  of 
blood,  gave  to  the  unsparing  sword  every  creature 
they  met  with  ;  after  which  they  overthrew  and  de- 
stroyed the  altars,  the  statues,  and  symbolic  de- 
corations. While  this  scene  of  ruin  and  devastation 
was  proceeding,  the  poor  dejected  soldier  whose 
eagle-eyed  watchfulness  had  effected  the  discovery, 
was  with  bitter  tears  and  sighs  collecting  together 
the  sad  fragments  of  his  brother's  mangled  frame. 
Having  rescued  them  from  their  sad  state,  and 
placed  them  in  one  of  the  many  mystic  sepulchral 
biers  made  and  woven  of  palm  branches,  and  stand- 
ing in  the  cave,  they  left  the  den  of  death,  bearing 
off  their  captives,  and  in  mournful  procession  re- 
turned to  the  town  of  Elethya. 

Arrived  within  the  walls,  the  soldiers  were  in- 
flamed to  the  highest  pitch  of  rage  at  learning  the 
hapless  fate  of  their  comrades ;  and  were  preparing 
to  inflict  the  severest  tortures  upon  Tarcos  and  his 
companions,  when,  demanding  to  see  the  governor, 
he  appealed  to  the  judgment  of  the  sovereign,  upon 
account  of  important  intelligence  he  could  com- 
municate to  the  king  respecting  Ramcses ;  and  the 
governor  attaching  high  importance  to  him  from  his 
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former  rank,  and  perceiving  in  his  communications 
a  tone  of  mystery  deserving  notice,  providing  care- 
fully against  any  rescue  or  deliverance  from  his 
justly  merited  punishment,  he  instantly  sent  him 
forward  under  an  escort  to  Memphis,  making  the 
brother  of  the  murdered  soldier  the  leader  of  the 
detachment,  with  strict  orders  to  put  him  to  death 
if  he  saw  the  least  signs  of  his  rescue  or  escape. 
The  remaining  two  priests  were  before  his  eyes  de- 
livered to  the  soldiers  to  glut  their  revenge. 

While  this  execution  took  place,  the  more  the 
hard  and  obdurate  heart  of  Tarcos  revolved  the 
sudden  disappearance  of  Rameses  (whose  deliver- 
ance from  the  opposing  barriers  of  iron  wherein  he 
held  him  incarcerated  liad  been  accidentally  the  act 
of  a  subordinate  priest,  confused  and  overcome  by 
the  horrors  of  the  scene)  the  more  he  persuaded  his 
mind  that  some  treachery,  which  he  covdd  not  di- 
vine, was  the  cause  of  the  destruction  of  his  asso- 
ciates, the  ruin  of  himself,  and  the  violation  of  his 
caves.  And  althouoh  not  even  his  malice  could 
surmise  it  to  be  a  premeditated  arrangement  of  Ra- 
meses, the  strangeness  of  his  disappearance  com- 
bined in  his  mind  with  the  instantaneous  appearance 
of  the  hostile  force  to  justify  the  treachery  which  he 
meditated ;  and  being  fully  sensible  of  the  immense 
importance  attached  to  the  death  of  Rameses  by  the 
Pallia  king  Salatis,  he  resolved  ere  he  perished, 
which  he  perceived  was  inevitable,  to  ensure  the 
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destruction  likewise  of  the  object  of  his  hate.  He 
would  not,  however,  develope  his  intended  discovery 
to  any  but  the  sovereign,  fearing  how  far  they 
might,  in  just  disdain  of  his  bloody  and  treacherous 
character,  summarily  interpose  betwixt  his  revenge, 
and  doom  him  to  a  hasty  execution.  Brooding 
over  these  dark  and  malignant  thoughts,  the  escort 
and  Tarcos  rapidly  descended  the  Nile  in  barges, 
which  was  judged  the  safest  conveyance. 

Enthroned  at  Memphis,  Salatis  was  but  too  ready 
to  hear  any  thing  that  added  causes  for  harshness 
to  a  rule  already  almost  intolerable.  The  yoke  of 
the  Mizraimites  weighed  them  to  the  ground,  and 
their  cruel  taskmasters  added  constantly  fresh  pres- 
sure to  the  burden.  Daily  executions  terrified  the 
Memphians,  and  they  saw  themselves  dragged  fortli 
to  labours  which  wore  them  insensibly  to  the  dust. 
A  variety  of  accounts  from  the  Delta,  of  his  detach- 
ments defeated,  and  the  growing  force  and  strength 
of  Sabacon,  had  excited  his  wrath  and  alarm,  when 
rumours  from  the  Thebaide  of  the  partial  insurrec- 
tion of  Elethya,  and  the  murder  of  his  soldiers, 
exasperated  Salatis's  feelings ;  and  Tarcos  arrived 
with  news  sufficient  to  infuse  tenfold  suspicion, 
wrath,  and  alarm  into  his  revengeful  mind.  Order- 
ing the  guilty  priest,  as  soon  as  he  returned  to  the 
city  after  an  absence  of  some  days,  into  his  pre- 
sence, it  was  with  equal  expressions  of  rage  and 
surprise  that  he  learned  from  the  lips  of  Tarcos  the 
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tidings  of  the  existence  of  Rameses,  of  whose  self- 
destruction  he  felt  50  satisfied.  How  he  had  escaped 
from  death  not  even  Tarcos  knew,  or  could  develope; 
and  the  poor  jailor  was  sheltered  from  the  tortures 
of  a  cruel  master  by  the  grief  which  had  joined  him 
in  the  grave  of  the  son  he  bewailed.     Thus  all  clue 
to  the  escape  was  lost,  but  the  alarming  certainty  of 
the  fact  was  clear ;   and  Salatis,  with  a  self-control 
that  suspended  his  wrath  until  he  had  ascertained 
every  statement  he  could  acquire,  learned  the  haunt 
of  Betis,  his  mode  of  correspondence,  and  the  pro- 
jected movement  from  the  Delta ;  which  when  at- 
tained by  means  of  his  accurate  questionings,  he, 
with  a  contempt  for  the  motive  that  thus  revealed 
his  country's  hopes,  and  betrayed  her  most  sacred 
secrets,  bitterly  reproaching  him  with  the  murder  of 
his  soldiers,  callously  consigned  the  traitorous  priest 
to  those  who  knew  too  well  how  to  rack  and  torture 
his  proud  mind  and  shrinking  flesh.     Draw  we  a 
veil  over  the  horrid  tale  of  cruelty  and  revenge ; 
revenge  so  deep  and  full,  that  even  the  soldier  ad- 
judged his  brother's  death  to  be  satisfied,  his  wrongs 
avenged. 

Salatis,  still  raging  at  the  developement  made, 
instantly  forwarded  peremptory  mandates  to  all  the 
governors  most  strictly  to  examine  and  to  seize 
every  rebel,  especially  designating  Rameses  by 
name.  The  governor  of  Thebes  had  conveyed  to 
him  with  his  orders  a  full  description  of  Betis  and 
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the  Valleys  of  the  Tombs  and  every  haunt ;  while 
troops  dispersed  throughout  the  edge  of  the  deserts, 
both  on  the  Arabian  and  Libyan  range,  appeared 
to  spread  tlieir  toils  too  accurately  for  the  heroic 
fugitive  ever  to  evade  their  power. 

Let  us  return  to  those  sepulchres  which  friend- 
ship garnished  with  living  flowers.  Ramescs  was 
indeed  so  alarmingly  ill,  as  to  call  for  all  the  exer- 
tions and  attentions  the  most  devoted ;  and  in  these 
chambers  of  death  the  contrast  exhibited  by  their 
brilliant  walls  and  painted  sculptures,  was  strangely 
and  movingly  displayed  in  the  pallid  hue  and 
wasted  form  which  sickness  and  anxiety  soon  ef- 
fected in  his  appearance.  Yet  was  it  most  touching 
thus  in  the  very  sepulchre  to  see  shine  forth  a  de- 
voted attachment  the  most  firm  and  powerful.  In 
the  intervals  which  suffering  allowed,  they  dis- 
coursed upon  their  past  chequered  existence,  and 
discussed  the  future.  It  was  indeed  a  future  big 
with  perils  and  dangers  even  greater  and  more  im- 
minent than  those  by  which  their  progress  hitherto 
had  been  surrounded.  Although  Rameses  fully 
eulogized  the  repentant  soul  and  revived  affection 
of  Sabacon,  it  required  all  his  ascendancy  over  his 
friend  to  overcome  his  decided  repugnance  and  dis- 
like to  adopt  any  plan  connected  with  his  co-opera- 
tion. The  malice  and  atrocious  character  of  Tarcos 
broke  and  dispelled  every  hope  which  hitherto  had 
hinged  upon  his  assistance ;  and  had  not  Rameses, 
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with  a  tenacity  which  seemed  incapable  of  extinction, 
clung  to  the  project  of  still  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
Phritiphanes,  and  of  discovering  the  retreat  of  Ni- 
tocris,  Myris  had  decided  that  tlieir  wisest  and 
safest  plan  would  have  been  an  endeavour  at  all 
risks  to  peneti-ate  into  Ethiopia. 

During  these  days  of  meditation  the  sickness  of 
Rameses,  principally  flowing  from  the  severe  mental 
probation  he  had  undergone,  gradually  abated,  and 
his  tone  of  mind  and  strength  of  body  daily  re- 
novated in  the  deep  repose  of  his  retreat,  aided  by 
the  fervid  and  tender  assiduities  of  his  friend. 
Their  faithful  slaves  were  established  as  husband- 
men upon  the  soil  which  on  every  side  encircled 
the  chasms  through  whose  labyrinthine  avenues  lay 
the  secret  and  almost  impervious  route  of  access. 
And  thus  every  want  supplied,  diey  had  passed  a 
period  of  quiet  and  beneficial  tranquillity,  when  one 
night  of  balmy  freshness,  wiiile  enjoying  the  even- 
ing breeze  without  the  sepulchre,  Myris  overheard 
enough  of  the  short  converse  of  a  sorrowing  partx'^, 
moving  at  a  late  hour  towards  Thebes,  to  understand 
that  his  friend  was  again  made  the  aim  of  pursuit, 
and  the  object  and  prize  of  the  deadly  hatred  of  the 
Pallic  conquerors.  Hastening  with  the  intelligence  to 
their  refuge,  they  long  and  fruitlessly  wearied  them- 
selves widi  vain  conjectures  by  what  channel  this 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  Rameses  could  have 
been  made  known ;  and  at  length  decided  ere  a  few 
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days  longer  elapsed  to  take  the  advantage  of  a  dark 
night,  and  to  fly  from  the  dangerous  vicinity  of 
Thebes  to  the  deserts,  wherein  they  might  evade 
their  pursuers,  thus  manifestly  on  the  watch  to 
track  their  steps. 

The  anxiety  which  Rameses  felt  to  acquire  tidings 
of  Phritiphanes,  and  his  fears  lest  circumstances 
might  frustrate  their  meeting,  induced  him  to  aban- 
don their  safe  although  dismal  asylum,  and  again  to 
throw  himself  upon  the  snares  and  dangers  which  so 
closely  beset  his  path.  Decided  by  every  feeling  of 
their  mind  to  seek  this  clue  of  knowledo-e  of  the  ab- 
sent  Nitocris,  the  friends  prepared  for  their  passage 
into  the  desert ;  and  they  resolved  to  make  their 
station  of  refuge  amidst  the  mountainous  ridge,  fol- 
lowing its  track  toward  the  south,  by  which  direction 
they  should  incline  toward  the  magnificent  city  of 
Edfou,  wherein,  as  well  as  at  Elethya,  Tarcos  was 
supreme.  For  although  Rameses  had  a  foreboding 
reluctance  at  again  uniting  his  fortunes  and  subject- 
ing his  plans  to  the  violence  of  so  fierce  a  mind, 
yet  from  him  alone  could  he  look  for  the  requisite 
intelligence  of  all  he  loved ;  and  with  him,  and  for 
that  object,  therefore,  he  would  gladly  risk  his  per- 
sonal safety.  Supported  indeed  by  the  friendship 
and  cares  of  Myris,  he  could  smile  at  the  privations 
and  toils  he  was  about  to  undertake;  and  to  his 
friend  the  conviction  that  his  fate  was  linked  with 
Rameses,  sufficed  to  ensure  his  zealous  assistance. 
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Thus  influenced,  they  soon  therefore  departed  from 
their  safe  and  splendid  sepulchral  asylum,  which 
had  afforded  them  a  refuge  scarcely  less  secure  than 
what  it  spreads  over  its  slumbering  tenants  for  ever, 
and  descending  by  obscure  and  intricate  paths  into 
the  deep  valley  which  intervened,  they  sped  their 
course  to  the  desert,  pursuing  the  long-continued 
mountainous  ridge,  broken  and  craggy,  which  forms 
a  barrier  to  the  rich  and  cultivated  lands  betwixt 
its  base  and  the  Nile,  forming  the  borders  of  the 
river,  spotted  with  towns,  and  green  with  verdure. 
They  cautiously  traversed  this  elevated  track,  and 
just  as  they  arrived  at  the  environs  of  Esne  they 
found  a  deep  valley  leading  toward  the  desert, — a 
natural  chasm,  opened  by  Nature;  and  in  this  spot, 
where  a  cave  offered  its  shade  and  concealment, 
they  remained  some  days,  without  however  deriving 
the  information  they  required ;  for  from  the  Miz- 
raim  labourer  they  could  learn  no  accounts,  save 
that  the  neighbourhood  was  filled  with  Pallic  troops, 
and  the  strictest  search  was  constantly  made  after 
all  strangers. 

Near  Edfou  was  a  temple  of  Osiris,  wherein  the 
sacred  hawks  were  trained  and  kept ;  and  the  town 
of  *^^  Hieracinpolis  lay  adjoining,  displaying  much 
natural  beauty.  The  observances  of  the  sacred 
hawks,  fed  and  preserved  here,  instinctively  led 
them  to  seek  its  walls,  toward  which  they  bent  their 
course.     The  priest  of  Osiris  was  near  the  shrine; 
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but  the  sacred  birds  were  removed  from  their  fine 
granite  apartments ;  and  his  imminent  dangers 
warned  them  thence  also  to  carefully  guard  their 
steps,  lest  they  might  fall  into  the  power  of  the  vi- 
gilant enemy  around.  While  they  thus  rested  their 
minds  on  an  interview  with  Tarcos  amid  multiplied 
dangers,  the  appearance  of  the  country,  so  strictly 
guarded  on  every  approach,  as  well  as  the  few  hints, 
broken  and  obscure,  which  they  derived  from  two 
or  three  wretched  and  native  Mizraimites,  wander- 
ing within  the  range  of  the  mountains,  evidenced  the 
extreme  perils  which  spread  around  them,  by  the 
cruelty  and  suspicion  of  their  oppressors.  The  net 
of  their  enemies  reached  near  them,  and  without 
some  clue  to  direct  their  way,  they  felt  every  effort 
vain.  They  therefore  decided  to  cross  the  river  to 
Elethya  at  all  hazard,  and  endeavour  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  temple  to  procure  news  of  Tarcos, 
although  they  risked  their  lives  to  procure  the  in- 
terview :  indeed,  the  step  which  they  were  thus 
driven  to  pursue,  of  approaching  Elethya,  from  a 
combination  of  circumstances  unknown  to  them- 
selves, was  plunging  them  into  certain  destruction. 
Not  aware  of  the  discovery  and  death  of  Tarcos,  as 
well  as  of  the  developement  of  their  plans,  while 
they  considered  their  haunts  and  progress  unknown 
and  hidden,  already  had  the  pursuer  found  out  the 
tracks  of  their  steps,  and  was  gradually  drawing 
closer  the  toils  that  enclosed  them  in  ruin.     Await- 
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ing  in  their  present  cavernous  retreat  the  approach 
of  eve,  they  were  each  absorbed  in  the  sombre  re- 
flections flowing  from  their  present  state,  tinged  also 
b}'^  a  presentiment  as  if  the  approaching  interview 
threatened  them  with  a  renewal  of  their  former  trials. 
Still  the  picturesque  scenery   around  brought  its 
alleviating  softness,  as  before  them  lay  the  place  of 
their  destination,  the  towering  Edfu,  the  columns  of 
Hieracinpolis,  and  on  the  opposite  bank  Elethya,  with 
its  majestic  temple.  HereasRameses  gazed,his  nerves 
trembled  with  emotion  as  his  view  ranged  up  the 
bank  until  it  appeared  to  his  imagination  to  rest  upon 
the  fatal  aperture  of  the  caves,  and  on  the  opposite 
shore  he  saw  many  important  excavations.    Within 
the  short  circuit  then  of  his  view  even  now  might 
be  the  refuge  and  resort  of  all  those  beings  he  so 
eagerly  desired  to  meet,  for  the  distance  onward 
from  Elethyas  to  the  range  of  excavated  caves  was 
very  short.     In  this  neighbourhood  also  were  sur- 
prising grottos,  adorned  in  rich  splendour;    and 
here  might  at  this  moment  be  sheltered  the  noble 
Phritiphanes  and  Nitocris.    Imagination  had  visited 
him  in  his  hours  of  rest  with  visions  of  her  form  as 
he  first  gazed  upon  her  in  the  stately  halls  of  Kar- 
nak ;  and  as  her  softness  and  feminine  traits  arose 
to  his  consideration,  he  admired  the  triumph  of 
mind  which  thus  led  the  tender  sweetness  of  woman 
to  endure  privations  and  dangers  dreaded  by  the 
stoutest  hearts.      He  saw  how  destiny  wove  the 
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links  of  her  mighty  chain  amid  the  impulses  and 
feelings  of  the  human  race,  whose  weakness  or 
magnanimity  supplied  the  materials  of  disaster  or 
prosperity.  As  frequently  arises  in  this  mixed  state 
of  things,  Rameses  thought  with  a  sigh  that  the 
pusillanimity  of  Amenophis  was  compensated  by 
the  high  tone  of  his  queen,  assisted  in  her  devoted 
resolves  by  the  object  of  his  admiration.  Two  weak 
women  clung  to  that  noble  superstructure^  of  wis- 
dom and  happiness  which  the  monarchy  and  laws 
of  Egypt  contained ;  wisdom  drawn  from  sacred 
books,  and  known  to  no  other  country,  but  which 
had  been  deserted  by  its  kingly  protector ;  and  now 
himself  nearl}'  destroyed  in  the  public  wreck,  he 
had  to  wander  amid  perils  and  foes,  struggling  to 
connect  together  the  dissevered  links  of  the  chain. 
But  could  he  despond  when  a  woman  held  onward 
an  unsubdued  resolve?  The  very  contemplation 
of  those  miseries  which  he  saw  inflicted  on  Egypt 
and  her  much-enduring,  but  most  ^^ grateful  race, 
threw  into  brighter  excellence  her  wise  and  benign 
laws  for  the  public  welfare,  when,  reposing  in  full 
plenty,  her  lands,  harvests,  and  inhabitants  grew 
and  increased  mightily.  But  what  avail  these 
thoughts,  but  to  edge  the  grief  of  seeking  now  her 
princes  in  caves  and  dens  ?  Still  the  example  there 
given,  he  reflected,  was  the  star  that  led  on  the  de- 
stinies of  Egypt.  Once  give  him  the  power  of  re- 
suscitating her  prostrate  strcngdi,  and  he  would 
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rush  as  the  soaring  hawk  of  his  guardian  deity  to 
the  battle.  Pondering  these  thoughts,  he  fondly 
hoped  that  the  era  was  fast  approaching  when  he 
agairr  should  appear  in  arms,  and  breathe  openly 
and  boldly  his  defiance  to  his  country ""s  and  his  in- 
dividual foes. 

It  was  thus  that  they  approached  the  environs  of 
Elethya,  and  with  caution  he  endeavoured  to  trace 
the  steps  of  any  of  the  priests.  Not  only  was  the 
temple  closed  and  deserted,  but  even  at  a  distance 
and  every  where  around  appeared  soldiers  in  arms, 
posted  along  the  river's  banks,  and  every  thing 
evidenced  that  some  intelligence  of  importance  had 
arrived,  as  a  glare  of  lights,  and  an  unusual  bustle 
pervaded  the  town  even  at  this  dark  and  gloomy 
hour.  His  mind,  awakened  to  the  suspicious  de- 
monstrations too  apparent,  Rameses  resolved,  how- 
ever repugnant  to  his  heart,  to  adventure  forward 
into  the  cave  of  Tarcos,  fully  confiding  that  this 
most  impervious  retreat  was  still  in  the  custody  of 
the  priests.  Aware  of  its  danger  to  himself,  he  re- 
solved to  make  the  attempt  alone ;  but  no  entreaties 
could  dissever  Myris  from  his  side,  and  together 
therefore  they  proceeded  cautiously  along  the  shore, 
until  by  well-known  marks  Rameses  was  convinced 
they  were  near  its  mouth,  which  now  yawned  darkly 
and  gloomily  before  them.  A  short  consultation 
decided  their  proceeding  onward,  and  Rameses  was 
bending  low  to  enter  the  last  slope,  when  a  shaft 
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winged  from  tlie  bow  of  some  one  within  passed 
over  him  and  entered  the  breast  of  Myris,  who  was 
standing  erect  behind  him;  and  his  blood  rushing 
forth,  he  immediately  fell  on  his  friend,  whom 
the  surprise  and  his  sudden  weight  bore  to  the 
earth.  But  for  that  dreadful  occurrence  the  next 
barbed  messenger  of  fate  had  also  sealed  the  doom 
of  Rameses,  To  what  agony,  however,  was  he 
thus  reserved  ! — in  darkness,  the  friend  of  his  bosom 
wounded  and  expiring,  an  unknown  foe  before  him, 
himself  unarmed.  Ere  he  could  give  a  moment  to 
these  dreadful  considerations,  a  faint  murmur  flowed 
from  the  lips  of  Myris,  which  conjured  him  in- 
stantly to  fly,  to  preserve  his  memory,  and  avenge 
his  fate. 

Rameses  was  burning  with  rage  and  despair  when 
the  clay-cold  hand,  the  flowing  blood,  the  deep 
silence,  and  lifeless  form,  convinced  him  that  all  was 
past,  and  the  last  scene  closed.  The  shafts  had 
ceased  to  fly,  and,  distracted  with  fury,  he  was 
pledging  himself  to  avenge  his  end,  and  preserve 
(however  loathsome  it  became)  his  existence  for  that 
sole  purpose,  when  noises  from  the  interior  cave,  as 
of  persons  issuing  forth,  and  lights  flashing  over  the 
aperture,  convinced  him  that  the  place  was  filled 
with  their  enemies.  Taking  a  last  and  touching 
farewell  of  the  body  of  Myris,  he  rushed  from  the 
cave,  and  liastily  flying  with  winged  steps  along  the 
river,  his  pursuers  following  his  track,  he  at  length 
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plunged  into  the  Nile,  as  his  only  means  of  escape 
from  their  increasing  numbers.     At  this  pait  of  the 
stream  the  mountainous  ridges  of  the  eastern  and 
western  bank  so  nearly  approach  each  other,  that  in 
the  periods  of  local  wars  between  the  districts  ad- 
joining, the  pass  is  often  closed  by  a  strong  chain 
and  barrier  against  all  vessels  on  the  stream ;  and 
well  it  was  for  Rameses  that  such  was  the  confined 
strait  wherein  he  Avas  now  placed,  for  an  arrow  shot 
at  random  in  the  darkness  wounded  him  so  severely 
in  the  shoulder,  that  nothing  but  the  energy  in- 
herent in  his  character  and  feelings,  and  the  in- 
creased desperation  of  purpose  which  the  loss  and 
deplorable  end  of  Myris  had  excited,  could  have 
supported  him  through  the  vast  exertion  of  crossing 
the  stream.     Repeatedly  the  direful   thought  and 
impulse  rushed  on  his  sickening  soul  to  cease  the 
fearful  struggle,  and  by  resigning  himself  to  the 
waters  to  end  his  distraction  and  life.  Driving;  such 
fearful  purposes  and  fell  despair  from  him,  he  buf- 
feted the  stream,  unlikely  as  he  was  to  escape  the 
pursuit  gathering  around  him. 

Hearing  the  alarms  which  were  spreading  now  in 
every  direction,  and  lights  moving  in  every  track, 
quite  exhausted  he  at  length  landed  underneath  the 
ledge  of  granite  near  the  banks,  which  spread  to- 
wai-ds  the  excavations  of  the  grottos  of  Silsilis, 
these  sculptured  marble  repositories  stretching  all 
along  the  Nile.    By  an  effort  of  fortitude  and  high 
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resolve  he  dragged  his  fainting  steps  onwards.  The 
night  was  dark  and  completely  shrouded,  and  he 
with  difficulty  moved,  as  faltering,  and  scarcely  sup- 
porting his  frame,  he  proceeded  by  the  direction  of 
chance,  not  knowing  whether  he  advanced  toward 
or  receded  from  safety.  But  that  power  whom  he 
served,  to  whose  direction  even  yet  he  referred  his 
existence,  guided  his  approach  toward  the  rocks, 
which,  sculptured  in  every  direction,  presented  amass 
of  hieroglyphic  symbols  to  the  eye,  now  dark  and  un- 
discernible.  Near  this  range  was  a  square  framed 
sculpture  of  ^"  the  four  sacred  Egyptian  deities, 
Osiris,  Isis,  Horus,  and  Typhon.  Hither  Rameses 
staggered,  feeble  from  exhaustion  and  loss  of  blood ; 
when,  by  the  figures  which  his  fingers  traced,  re- 
cognizing the  sacred  symbols,  his  heart  revived 
within  him,  and  hailed  it  as  an  auspicious  omen. 
Lying  beside  their  forms,  he  resigned  himself 
under  their  protecting  covert  either  to  life  or  death ; 
for  the  sounds  around,  as  well  as  the  distant  glim- 
mering lights,  announced  that  the  pursuit  was  com- 
menced on  the  western  branch  of  the  stream,  whither 
he  had  refuged  himself. 

The  coolness  of  the  waters  had  somewhat  stanched 
the  effusion  from  his  wound ;  but  however  imprac- 
ticable he  felt  his  escape  to  be  when  daylight  dis- 
covered him  to  his  enemies,  he  awaited  its  approach 
with  tranquillity  and  composure,  as  far  as  his  own 
sufferings  or  impending  danger  were  at  stake,  wholly 
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absorbed  In  the  bitter  and  excruciating  misery  flow- 
ing from  the  untimely  loss  of  Myris,  thus  torn  from 
him  at  so  eventful  an  instant.  But  as  he  mused  on 
his  sufferings  the  pursuit  seemed  for  the  present 
suspended ;  the  risk  of  falling  over  the  quays  and 
excavated  places  of  the  embankments  had  deterred 
the  followers,  and  made  the  Pallic  soldiers  determine 
on  forming  a  strict  line  of  sentinels,  through  which 
it  would  be  impossible  to  force  any  passage  or 
escape;  and  thus  to  await  the  first  dawn  to  renew 
a  sustained  and  scrupulous  search,  as  the  sunrise 
would  inevitably  deliver  him  into  their  power. 

The  dark  and  ebon  vault  of  night  now  shone 
with  all  her  celestial  fires,  and  displayed  in  her 
sparkling  train  a  combination  of  signs  most  pro- 
pitious and  reviving  to  his  faint  and  weakened 
frame,  and  he  sought  to  beguile  present  sufferings 
in  their  splendid  glories ;  for  he  now  tasted  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  mysteries  unveiled,  showing  the  divine 
nature  of  ^^  night,  and  the  gods  inhabiting  the  stars. 
In  the  east  appeared  Hydra,  emblem  of  the  Nile ; 
and  toward  the  south  the  brilliant  Sirius.  Already 
the  helm  of  the  baris  of  Isis  followed  Sirius ;  and 
Canopus  with  his  vase  far  in  the  west  soon  showed 
his  luminous  orb  above  the  Hare.  On  the  meridian 
was  the  celestial  Nile,  with  all  its  windings  extend- 
ing from  north  to  south,  from  the  equator  to  the 
liorizon ;  while  to  the  west  the  Behemoth,  raising 
his  head  under  Aries,  spread  his  mighty  bulk  be- 
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tween  the  equator  and  Capricorn.  Aquarius,  set- 
ting in  the  west,  gemmed  the  firmament  with  hea- 
venly fires.  The  heavens  thus  shining  brightly  in 
the  constellations  of  great  Egypt's  land,  they  ap- 
peared to  his  elevated  trust  as  shooting  forth  their 
emanations  on  his  head. 

Abstracted  amid  these  thoughts  sublime,  reposing 
at  the  feet  of  the  benign  Osiris,  Rameses  felt  him- 
self superior  to  pain,  danger,  and  death.  But  the 
frame  of  man  is  not  impassive ;  wounds  and  loss  of 
blood  will  conquer  even  the  most  dauntless  spirit; 
and  their  united  effects  so  weakened  the  youthful 
hero  of  the  oppressed  land  of  Egypt,  that  long  ere 
morning  rose  upon  her  towers,  Rameses  was  stretched 
upon  her  soil,  as  insensible  and  pallid  as  the  com- 
panion of  his  heart,  the  fallen  Myris. 
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Saptha,  queen  of  Egypt,  and  Nitocris  retired  from  Karnak, 
and  securely  refuged  in  the  valley  of  the  priests  in  the 
Arabian  chain  of  mountains,  they  receive  tidings  of 
Phritiphanes,  and  the  accounts  of  their  reception  in 
Ethiopia. — The  junction  of  the  rivers  forming  the  Nile. — 
Vision  of  the  high-priest  of  the  god  Nilus. — The  san- 
guinary rites  of  the  Amraonians,  and  of  the  Macrobians 
or  blameless  Ethiopians. — Names  of  the  Nile.  By  order 
of  Phritiphanes,  the  queen  and  Nitocris  are  removed 
to  the  excavations  of  Silsilis. — Their  distress  and  anxiety 
at  not  knowing  the  plans  of  Tarcos. — Watching  for  the 
arrival  of  the  high-priest,  Rameses,  senseless  from  his 
wound  in  crossing  the  Nile,  is  found  at  the  entrance  of 
their  cave,  and  conveyed  within  the  grotto. 

Thus  followed  by  the  shafts  of  misfortune,  de- 
prived of  the  bright  rewards  of  love,  of  friendship, 
and  of  patriotism,  we  must  leave  the  hapless  Ra- 
meses, and  turn  to  the  fortunes  of  those  dearer 
to  him  than  his  existence.  While  the  conqueror 
triumphed  over  his  victims,  and  the  cry  of  Egypt's 
oppressed  country  resounded  against  the  crimes  of 
those  who  trusted  to  the  sword  for  their  power, 
and   despised   the   lamentations  of  the  miserable, 
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the  queen  of  Egypt  had  sheltered  her  sorrows  and 
anguish  in  the  bounded  retreat  of  the  valleys. 
Here  she  thought  upon  the  days  of  her  brightness, 
and  the  splendour  of  that  throne  her  child  was  en- 
titled to  inherit,  now  the  prize  of  the  powerful 
Salatis.  If  Egypt's  rich  courts  were  her  pride 
when  she  had  only  her  own  state  to  maintain,  how 
much  was  her  loss  increased  by  the  reflection  that  it 
alsoinvolved  the  birth-rightof  herson, — ofMessenes, 
— that  child  of  calamity,  who  scarcely  saw  the  light 
ere  his  life  was  the  aim  of  hostile  violence,  and 
misfortune  began  to  weave  the  web  of  his  destiny. 
But  Saptha,  although  she  could  not  abstract  herself 
from  the  sad  i-ealities  of  her  situation,  which  were 
most  strongly  manifested  in  the  confined  and  limited 
asylum  she  was  secluded  in,  yet  had  sufficient  for- 
titude to  revolve  more  on  the  blessings  she  yet 
possessed  than  to  dwell  over  her  sources  of  dis- 
quietude. She  had  also  the  friendship  of  Nitocris, 
a  gift  beyond  all  price,  and  inestimable ;  for  it  was 
pure,  active,  and  intellectual. 

*0  woman  !'  exclaimed  Smendis,  the  sacred  priest 
to  whose  guiding  arm  the  supreme  hierarch  had 
devolved  the  task  of  withdrawing  these  interesting 
beings  from  their  insecure  residence  of  Karnak — '  O 
woman,  how  truly  dost  thou  combine  the  highest 
essence  of  the  divine  spark !  how  brilHant  thy 
nature !  how  touching  thy  resolves,  which  blend 
the  most  generous  and  noblest  qualities !  Endowed 
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with  a  true  energy  and  elevated  thoughts,  you 
aspire  above  the  present,  and  soar  into  a  region  of 
excellence,  which  man,  with  all  his  powers  and  endow- 
ments, admires,  but  rarely  can  attain  unto !  Greater, 
yet  softer;  better,  yet  by  nature  more  frail  than 
your  proud  lords;  how  does  your  brightness  of 
purpose  and  devotedness  of  deed  confirm  that  all- 
powerful  attraction  which,  as  an  universal  law, 
subjects  man  to  your  perfections :  truly  great  in- 
deed, when  they  lend  their  brilliancy  to  that  ex- 
cellence which  fructifies  to  every  exalted  and  noble 
purpose.'  So  uttered  the  feeling  and  benevolent 
Smendis,  who,  acquainted  with  the  attachment  of 
their  hearts,  and  the  admirer  of  the  inward  virtues 
of  Rameses,  now  contemplated  with  equal  admira- 
tion the  self-devotedness  of  Nitocris.  A  partner  of 
their  journey,  he  saw  the  depth  of  the  trial,  and 
when  once  safely  arrived  at  their  asylum,  he 
could  notice  and  appreciate  the  various  strug- 
gles which  such  sacrifices  imposed;  and  these 
exclamations  burst  from  him,  as  he  viewed  the 
friends  reconciling  themselves  to  their  place  of 
refuge  and  their  lot.  It  was  a  deep  hollow  sunk 
amid  the  ridges  of  the  Arabian  mountains,  sacred 
entirely  to  the  retirement  of  the  high-priest,  within 
its  stony  frame.  A  verdant  spot  furnished  every 
variety  of  fruit  and  flower,  with  a  fresh  bubbling 
rill  of  water ;  its  groves  offered  retreats  for  thought, 
and  amid  these,  seated  with  her  boy,  the  heir  of 
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Egypt's  diadem  at  her  feet,  she  was  redining  her 
arm  on  her  loved  soother  Nitocris,  whose  hps  ex- 
pressed the  encouraging  trust  that  the  playful  child 
might  yet  shine  to  her  eyes  on  Karnak's  throne. 
Struck  with  the  fortitude  which  thus  buried  her 
own  losses  and  sorrows  within  her  own  bosom, 
Smendis  involuntarily  betrayed  himself  to  the  noble 
pair,  who  smiled  at  his  impassioned  tones. 

'  Nay,  if  Smendis  flatters  thus,  where,'  said  Nito- 
cris, '  shall  we  seek  for  truth  ?  Call  not  my  actions  by 
such  sounding  words  of  praise.  Where  could  a  fail- 
ing heart  have  met  its  touchstone  of  temptation  ?  In 
Rameses  was  neither  flaw  nor  tone  of  frailty.  If 
his  heart  dwelt  on  the  favoured  one  (she  softly 
uttered  with  downcast  eyes)  his  purpose  never 
wavered  even  a  moment  from  his  country's  cause ! 
— My   father    also    always    sacrificed    his    all   to 

Egypt's  welfare;  and  our  queen' Here  Saptha 

silenced  her  further  utterance. — '  Nay,  Nitocris,  if 
you  pass  by  your  trial  thus  lightly  in  words,  far 
otherwise  do  I  estimate  its  intensity.  True,  we 
mourn  in  common  blighted  hopes  and  lost  ex- 
pectations ;  but  you  were  not  bound  as  by  fetters  to 
the  throne !  Oh  the  galling  weight  of  greatness, 
when  the  monarch  having  before  him  all  that  was 
glorious — on  the  opposite,  every  evil,  every  woe, — 
in  that  sad  council  at  one  moment  threw  away 
crown,  child,  people.  My  heart  fluttered  as  if  it 
would  burst  its  fleshly  bars.     How  at  the  moment 
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sighed  its  wounded  feelings,  to  fly  to  dark  obscurity 
and  be  forgot !  A  dove  of  burnished  plumage  flew 
past  our  hall.  Had  I  thy  wings,  my  thoughts  ex- 
pressed in  all  but  vocal  tones,  how  would  I  soar 
far  in  the  wilderness,  and  lose  the  sight  of  man ; 
but  then  Messenes  moved,  and  taught  me  that  it 
was  his  father  I  reproached."' 

'  Greater,  O  queen,  the  magnanimity  wherewith 
you  bear  the  loss  of  grandeur,  and  fairer  the  resolve  to 
teach  your  son  to  ripen  to  his  future  destiny  with 
virtues  that  will  mark  the  man,  whether  seated  on 
a  throne  or  not,  than  if  the  trial  passed  by  without 
the  purifying  flame !  One  resigns  empire,  and 
awaits  the  sure  revolving  course  of  fate,  prepared 
to  meet  its  changes.  The  friend  presents  her  ten- 
derest  hopes  and  dearest  ties,  to  cement  the  sacrifice 
which  unitedly  each  makes  to  their  country's  cause.' 
'  Alas,  Smendis,  you  know  most,'  said  Saptha, '  how  in- 
adequately  any  of  the  duties  of  the  manly  arm  can 
be  achieved  by  us  weak  mortals ;  yet  although  at 
every  risk,  my  solemn  oath  by  dread  Osiris  binds 
me  to  this  land,  to  brave  the  dangers  of  conceal- 
ment, still  without  that  tie,  the  fate  and  destinies 
of  noble  Rameses  would  have  kept  me  here :  now 
he  is  torn  from  Egypt's  side,  we  sink  almost  with- 
out a  struggle.'  As  she  spoke,  Nitocris,  pale  as 
death, exclaimed, '  In  him  the  brightest  mind  guided 
the  purest  heart !  Now  lost  for  ever,  I  may  express 
the  traits  of  gentle  tenderness  and  manly  character 
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wherewith  he  duly  met,  supplied,  and  even  an- 
ticipated every  thought :  '  If,  O  Nitocris,'  he  said, 
'  as  much  I  fear,  the  rising  jealousies  of  Sabacon 
shall  perforce  banish  me  from  ever-cherished  Miz- 
raim  (for  who  would  struggle  with  a  brother?)  I 
can  carve  a  fortune  equal  to  our  wants  in  any  land. 
The  successful  initiate  of  wise  Mizraini's  mysteries 
can  tread  the  earth,  and  every  where  will  find  a 
home.' '  Here  lowering  her  voice,  she  added,  *  but 
he  found  it  only  in  a  grave  dug  by  fraternal  hate.' 
'  Be  not  too  hasty :  although  the  rumoured  details 
of  that  fatal  day  declared  such  consequences,  they 
are  not  always  final  or  certain ;  but,'  Smendis  con- 
tinued, '  draw  each  the  solace  yet  remaining.  This 
vale  shrouds  you  by  its  girded  circle  of  rocks  in 
safety  allied  with  plenty ;  the  hoi-izon,  now  so  dark 
on  Egypt,  yet  may  shine  in  native  radiance.  Thy 
Rameses,'  turning  to  Nitocris,  '  filled  well  with 
glorious  deeds  his  span  of  life.  Our  birth,  so 
Hermes  speaks,  is  but  the  dawn  of  death ;  and  thus 
on  that  eventful  evening  ere  the  initiation,  perceiving 
and  pointing  to  the  range  of  royal  caves  shining 
in  moonlight,  then  upward  to  the  glittering  stars, 
he  whispered  to  my  ear,  '  O  my  friend,  why  does 
poor  erring  man  so  fly  from  death,  well  knowing 
sucli  as  these  are  portals  to  the  skies  ?'  Thus  he 
drank  deep  our  sacred  lore,  and  if  he  has  ceased  to 
breathe,  still  his  memory  is  inscribed  in  Egypt\s 
sacred  records.^ 
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In  sudi  endeavours  to  reconcile  these  raourn^ 
ers  to  their  lot,  as  well  as  to  mark  the  urgent 
call  for  every  effort,  Smendis  saw  pass  by  the 
anxious  period  which  followed  the  defeat  and 
death  of  Sosis,  and  the  departure  of  his  sacred 
brethren  and  the  Egyptian  hosts  into  far  distant 
Ethiopia.  Daily  tidings  reached  the  inhabitants  of 
the  valley,  until  the  occupation  of  Egypt  by  her 
foes  rendered  the  strictest  precautions  necessary : 
mournfully  then  they  felt  their  cavern's  bars:  —  then 
came  the  extraordinary  tidings  of  Rameses's  re- 
appearance, and  while  the  struggles  of  Memphis 
lasted  refreshing  all  their  hopes,  this  brought  before 
them  Rameses  as  from  the  grave,  and  was  a  gleam 
of  light  followed  by  tenfold  darkness,  for  scarcely 
heard  they  of  the  auspicious  tidings  ere  they  were 
lost  in  the  accredited  rumour  of  his  death.  Firm 
as  adamant  to  her  purpose,  Nitocris  bore  up 
through  every  harrowing  scene,  abandoning  self: 
although  her  heart  was  bleeding  at  every  pore,  as 
its  visions  saddened  and  faded  away  before  the 
woes  poured  out  upon  him  she  viewed  as  her  chief 
source  of  happiness,  she  continued  to  fulfil  the  duties 
of  friendship,  and  to  soothe  the  pangs  of  languor  and 
disappointment  with  undiminished  ardour :  then 
Saptha  would  fold  her  in  her  arms,  exclaiming, '  My 
more  than  sister,  be  my  friend  !  How  one  genuine 
tone  of  the  heart  out  weighs  the  idle  pageantry  of  state  r 
At  length   a  trusty    friend   of  her  revered   fa- 
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ther,  sage  Phrltiphanes,  arrived  from  Ethiopia, 
and  communing  much  of  their  progress  thither, 
and  his  influence  amid  these  distant  lands,  the 
details  stole  on  their  ears,  assuaging  their  hearts  with 
the  tidings  of  their  safety.  Describing  their  route, 
he  detailed,  that  as  the  great  movement  approached 
the  boundaries  of  Ethiopia,  their  numbers  and  end- 
less train  of  cattle  and  followers  must  have  speedily 
consumed  all  the  scanty  and  meagre  supplies  of  the 
rocky  district  which  bounds  the  tAVo  empires ;  but 
this  wide-spreading  tract,  wherein  the  numbers  of 
the  Egyptian  race  would  have  melted  away  from 
the  hardships  and  difficulties  of  their  route,  the 
bounty  of  Ethiopia  and  the  good-will  of  the  kindred 
race  peopling  the  savage  barriers  of  the  cataracts 
quickly  supplied  to  them  the  means  of  passing  over 
with  safety  and  plenty.  Moving  simultaneously, 
they  ranged  their  encampments  in  the  same  uni- 
form division  of  castes  ^^  as  in  their  cities,  pre- 
serving their  reverence  to  their  animal  gods  and 
their  priestly  attendants,  as  if  installed  still  in  their 
marble  and  ever-during  temples.  The  country  they 
passed  through,  in  its  chaotic  rocky  scenery,  pre- 
sented a  striking  contrast  to  their  eyes,  habituated 
only  to  the  tameness  of  Egyptian  plains.  The 
towering  cliffs,  their  sharp  granitic  points  and  piled 
up  rocks,  the  rushing  waters  and  cataracts,  struck 
them  with  deep  amazement.  Still  onward  they 
penetrated  into  the  land,  invited  by  the  hospitable 
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offers  of  its  monarch,  and  directed  by  the  will  of 
their  own  sovereign,  who  uniformly  declared  himself 
as  acting  thus  under  the  guidance  of  an  ancient  oracle. 
The  country  into  which  they  now  entered 
well  might  console  them  for  the  land  they  had 
left,  did  not  home,  our  native  spot,  cling  witli  a 
thousand  nameless  associations,  which  we  cannot 
dismiss  from  the  heart,  without  at  the  same  time 
rooting  up  our  fairest  virtues:  hence  also  the 
honoured  and  revered  Nile,  meeting  their  eyes  at 
every  moment,  spoke  of  their  native  land,  and 
cheated  them  of  part  of  their  regrets.  The  scenery 
was  now  highly  picturesque, — of  plains  richly  fertile, 
stretching  to  the  horizon,  and  interspersed  with 
mountains,  often  isolated  and  conical,  while  others 
were  shaped  and  well  defined  as  distant  pyramids. 
The  fields  were  buried  almost  under  the  exuberant 
richness  of  their  increase,  which  loaded  the  very 
earth ;  and  man,  in  the  strength  ^^,  the  form,  and 
beauty  of  his  limbs,  appeared  gifted  with  the  same 
superiority  as  marked  the  propitious  districts  they 
soon  approached  to.  The  Ethiopian  youths  towered 
pre-eminent  amid  their  Mizraim  visitors,  even  in 
early  age  measuring  from  six"^  to  seven  feet.  Em- 
bracing with  hospitable  ardour  their  desolate  allies, 
they  appeared  the  same  noble  and  gigantic  race  which 
their  records  ever  represent  them.  Leaving  the 
river  and  its  rocky  bounds,  they  chiefly  resort  to 
their  vast  interior  provinces,  clothed   with   forests 
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and  uioLintains,  where,  undisturbed  and  iVee  from 
care,  they  pursued  the  chase,  and  gathered  with- 
out toil  the  almost  spontaneous  products  of  their 
lands,  attaining  thus  to  the  mellow  and  advanced 
periods  of  mortal  existence  which  they  alone  as  a 
nation  are  declared  to  have  realised. 

All  along  their  progress,  the  Egyptians  viewed 
with  wonder  the  beautiful  islands  of  their  adored 
Nile  neglected  and  uninhabited,  and  rejoicing  at  their 
reception,  and  looking  up  to  the  direction  of  their 
venerable  priest  more  even  than  to  their  sovereign, 
they  rested  near  the  part  of  the  Nile  where  its  ex- 
traordinary bend  doubles  through  the  land  for  a 
vast  space '^,  and  its  waters  rush  over  a  rocky  barrier 
stretching  along  the  whole  province  in  extent.     In 
the  beautiful  island  before  them  stood  the  city  of 
Meroe,  whose  Ethiopian  inhabitants  were  adorers 
as  themselves  of  the   great  Amnion :    here    they 
appeared  again  in  beloved  Egypt,  recognising  the 
priests,  and  holy  animals,  and  altars,  which  yearly 
came  in  grand  procession  to  their  beloved  '"  Tiiebes; 
and  a  mixed  and  deeply  penetrating  tone  pervaded 
their  tents,  as  the  sacred  college  of  Amnion's  priests 
at  Meroe  met  them  in  procession.     The  aspect  of 
their  vast  encampment  was  magnificent  yet  mourn- 
ful :  it  appeared  as  the  relics  of  a  mighty  nation, 
bearing  away  the  treasures  of  her  wisdom  and  arts 
rescued    from    some    appalling    destruction,    some 
overwhelming  flood. 
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The  resolves  of  the  king  of  Ethiopia,  however, 
were  not  feeble  or  illusory ;  for  purposing  to  extend 
the  rights  of  hospitality  to  the  discomfited  monarch 
of  Egypt,  Tirkakeh  welcomed  Amenophis  as  a 
brother.  The  land  lay  before  him,  its  best  and 
most  fertile  spots  to  choose  his  rest  in ;  and  when 
the  flowino;  waters  of  the  Nile  and  its  verdant 
banks  were  the  tracts  which  he  chose,  when  his 
people  realised  by  its  swift  course  an  intercourse 
and  a  speaking  spirit  in  the  union  of  its  waters  with 
their  own  loved  land,  they  were  encouraged  and  as- 
sisted to  engage  in  those  labours  of  erection  of  py- 
ramidal edifices,  and  the  excavation  of  temples, 
which,  while  it  served  to  engage  and  to  occupy  the 
hours  of  their  completion,  soothed  also  their  exiled 
hearts  by  their  resemblance  and  association  with  the 
stately  piles  they  had  abandoned. 

While  thus  receiving  the  details  of  Ethiopia 
whither  had  retired  their  gods,  and  the  chief  nobles 
of  Mizraim  reluctantly  accompanying  these  sacred 
animals,  their  sovereign  and  priesthood,  Smendis, 
impressed  by  the  wishes  of  Phritiphanes  respecting 
the  rites  of  sacrifice  for  the  annual  festival  near  his 
temple  of  Osiris,  hasted  thither  leaving  the  valley 
for  a  season  to  repair  to  the  magnificent  Labyrinth  ; 
but  he  previously  intimated  his  resolve,  conformably 
to  the  mildness  of  his  heart,  to  substitute  a  clay 
image  for  the  female  being  yearly  resigned  to  the 
Nile.     '  Alas!'  said  the  priest  from  Ethiopia,  as  he 
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heard  of  the   resolve  of  Smendis  from  Nitocris, 
*  nearly  had  this  awful  rite  proved  fatal  to  the  re- 
vered high  priest.    As  passing  with  his  band  near 
the  granite  masses  of  the  second  cataract,  himself 
and  the  priests  of  Theban  Ammon's  shrine  beheld 
the  black  natives  of  the  frontiers  approach  with  the 
statue  of  their  god.     It  wore  the  twofold  "'  visage, 
as  sculptured  on  the  walls  of  all  the  regions  lying 
in  the  yearly  progress  from  great  Thebes ;  but  by 
thera  it  is  here  adored  as  '  Presider  over  Hades.' 
No  sooner  had  the  oracular  baris,  with  the  head  of 
awful  import,  reached  the  destined  point  of  meet- 
ing, than  a  victim,  bound  and  gagged,  was  slain 
before  the  altar,  which  instantly  was  sprinkled  with 
his  blood,  and  his  head  placed  in  the  lunette  of  the 
baris  as  an  augury.     Ever  averse  to  rites  such  as 
these,  your  chief  expressed  displeasure;  but  fiercely 
raging,    these   troglodytes    proclaimed   themselves 
^  adorers  of  the  Muthim,  and  the  friends  of  Tarcos, 
bred  also  in  their  rites,     '  Are  not  these  spots  the 
ravens' '^ haunt,  sacred  to  Memnon's  grave?    Pass 
on,'  they    wildly  said,    '  to  Meroe :    there  where 
doves  proclaimed  an  oracle,  mix  your  tame  and 
bloodless  rites ;  we  worship  the  destroyer,'     Then 
uncovering  their  shrine,  a  baris  of  black  shining 
glass'-',  it  was  surmounted  with  the  human  head*^": 
and  frantic  at  seeing  their  bloody  practices  con- 
temned, an  instant  tumult  was  begun,  which  might 
have  become  i'utal,  had  not  most  happily  a  large 
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group  of  Macrobian  nobles  now  appeared,  at  sight 
of  whom  these  mixed  inferior  tribes  melted  away 
before  their  rulers,  and  hastily  withdrew  the  blood- 
stained shrine.' 

Nitocris  shuddered  at  the  thought  which  such  a 
scene  excited ;  while  the  priest  proceeded  to  de- 
scribe that  at  Meroii  the  shrine  of  Animon  rested  at 
the  sacred  junction  of  the  stream,  which  symboUzed 
in  its  name  of  Sihor,  or  Nilus,  black  darkness ;  and 
in  the  second  river  which  here  adds  itself  to  swell 
its  waters,  the  hidden  or  white  river.  '  Thus/  he 
proceeded,  '  is  the  sacred  Nile  most  venerated  at 
the  point  of  separation  in  Egypt  whence  it  flows 
apart  and  forms  the  Delta.' 

Saptha,  who  ever  felt  too  deeply  absorbed  in 
grief  at  mention  of  the  migration  of  her  consort, 
now  questioned  the  priest  about  the  future;  and 
her  regal  features  glowed  with  delight  as  she  heard 
her  lord  described  as  throwing  off  his  sloth  and  in- 
decision, awakened  by  the  knowledge  of  his  sub- 
jects'" wrongs.  '  Ah !'  she  exclaimed,  *  has  the 
string  been  struck  at  last  ?  Then  may  Nature  and 
Egypt  resume  her  rights.  Amenophis,  corrupted 
by  ease  and  power,  had  tones  within  him,  buried 
indeed,  but  not  extinguished :  thanks  to  Osiris, 
they  will  yet  shine  out ;  he  marked  my  vow,  and 
graciously  rewards  it  in  the  awakening  energies  of 
the  king.' 

The  priest  now  proceeded  to  develope  the  schemes 
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connected  witli  Tarcos,  and  the  important  position 
of  Elethya,  in  pursuance  of  which  he  was  em- 
powered to  conduct  the  queen  and  Nitocris  to  the 
extensive  grottoes  of  Silsihs,  where  they  would 
shortly  be  joined  by  the  priest.  At  the  mention  of 
the  grottoes,  '  Silsilis !'  Saptha  exclaimed,  '  where- 
fore thither  ?  My  mind,  worn  by  trials,  trembles  to 
enter  these  mournful  caves.' — '  Princess,  reflect,'  he 
said,  '  how  awful  is  the  crisis  which  impends  when 
war,  the  mighty  deity  of  Papremis**',  comes' forth  ; 
when  the  vulture  of  the  Thebaide  flaps  her  wings; 
amid  that  tempest,  deep  and  lowly  must  the  covert 
be  which  its  violence  does  not  touch.  The  sacred 
pontiff"  also,  he  so  revered  by  years  and  virtues,  in 
this  retreat  would  feel  shut  out  from  council  and 
action  in  the  struggle  which  his  genius  is  preparing ; 
but  in  the  grotto,  their  contiguity  to  the  Nile  and 
subterranean  windings  ensures  him  ample  freedom 
and  safety.' 

*  I  am  convinced,'  Saptha  replied :  '  let  us  thither; 
but  your  words  awaken  a  string  wherein  ray  beat- 
ing heart  must  be  at  rest.  Messenes, — my  boy, 
— Egypt's  hope, — he  must  not  prematurely  share 
these  dangers,  which  so  early  cloud  his  life.' 
*  Leave  that  to  me,'  the  priest  replied :  '  oven 
now  the  faithful  emissaries  await  my  orders  for 
this  important  duty.  Great  queen,  soon  may 
your  throne  and  grateful  people's  love  reward  your 
sacrifices.' 
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Animated  with  these  hopes,  Saptha  bade  farewell 
to  the  pleasing  child  whose  opening  talents  hitherto 
had  been  her  solace.  Now  she  felt  the  full  sup- 
port of  a  mind  such  as  that  of  Nitocris,  as  her  voice 
in  softest  accents  declared  the  duties  of  royalty  in 
the  noble  sacrifice  of  every  object  to  the  public  weal, 
which  ffreat  standard  reflected  to  her  heart  the  bless- 
ings  of  a  whole  people  whose  welfare  hung  on  her 
choice ;  and  whose  happiness  must  ever,  to  the  vir- 
tuous sovereign,  be  the  ruling  motive  and  great  re- 
ward. Saptha  felt,  as  these  melodious  words  of 
comfort  were  uttered  by  Nitocris,  that  she  had  indeed 
a  precious  treasure  in  her  friendship,  and  no  longer 
mourned  the  separation  of  her  child ;  a  sacrifice  more 
torturino;  to  her  heart  tiian  the  abandonment  of 
Egypt's  throne. 

Time  wore  along,  and  the  priest  still  spoke 
not  of  their  removal  to  the  grottoes;  while  their 
hearts,  excited  to  the  subject,  as  to  the  era  of 
some  great  event,  became  depressed  and  sad. 
The  priest  himself  appeared  infected  with  the  feel- 
ing, and  one  day  with  great  reluctancy  admitted 
that  he  knew  not  how  to  act,  having  no  news  what- 
ever  from  Tarcos,  by  v,'hom  their  plans  hitherto  had 
wholly  been  conducted.  Some  further  source  of 
anxiety  liung  over  his  brow,  which  the  joint  en- 
treaties of  the  (jueen  and  Nitocris  at  length  drew 
fordi.     It  was,  he  said,  a  mere  dream,  an  augury. 
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perhaps  a  misconception,  confided  to  him  in  a  mo- 
ment of  deep  feeling,  as  a  caution,  not  an  accusa- 
tion, against  Tarcos.  Phritiphanes  was  too  high  in 
mental  exercise  to  yield  to  weak  impressions  such  as 

these But  the  more  he  hesitated,  the  more  were 

they  united  to  obtain  his  secret ;  and  involved  as 
he  felt  they  were  in  difficulties  and  dangers,  which 
equally  beset  their  steps,  he  deemed  himself  in  some 
degree  required  to  set  before  them  all  the  concurring 
tokens  of  the  times.  '  Phritiphanes,'  he  said,  *  revert- 
ing to  the  sacrifice  of  the  human  head  offered  by  the 
black  Ethiopians,  deeply  affected  at  the  bloody 
rite,  as  well  as  mourning  the  dissension  thus  early 
breaking  out  between  himself  and  those  so  gene- 
rously opening  their  country  as  an  asylum,  had  re- 
tired, oppressed  with  sorrow,  from  the  scene  to  the 
pavilion  pitched  for  his  repose  during  the  burning 
hour  of  noon.  The  spot  was  singularly  grand ;  it 
stood  on  the  verdant  grass,  fronting  the  junction  of 
the  two  great  streams,  where  they  unite  after  en- 
circling the  sacred  island  of  Meroe.  Here  first 
these  gracious  rivers  of  the  Moon  acquire  their 
greatest  title  of  Sirius  and  Nile ;  known  henceforth 
through  its  course,  as  it  tumbles  over  the  cataracts 
and  at  length  flows  gently  and  propitiously  through 
our  lands,  as  the  blessed  river  of  Egypt.  Its  width 
of  stream,  its  majestic  appearance,  and  the  un- 
bounded fertility  around,  added  additional  interest 
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to  a  spot  particularly  sacred  from  the  mixing  of  the 
waters  and  commencing  its  progress  from  the  foun- 
tain head  of  our  Nile. 

'  These  images  and  the  late  tumults  swelled  his 
heart  with  melancholy,  tinged  with  pleasing  awe,  as 
he  gazed  on  the  beauties  before  him.    Soon  a  deep 
reverie,  for  such  he  deemed  it,  (or  it  might  be  only 
the  delusion  of  his  waking  thought  sorely  perturbed 
which  fell  upon  him)  but  all  Nature  changed  her  hue, 
and  it  appeared  to  his  senses  that  the  stream  heaved 
to  and  fro,  as  the  waters  parted,  and  an  august  and 
solemn  form,  grisly  and  stern,  arose  above  the  li- 
quid expanse.    His  stature  far  exceeded  the  dimen- 
sions  of  man  ;    his  proportions  were   majestically 
grand ;  he  rested  on  the  fluid  as  on  a  throne ;  the 
sedgy  lotus  and  beauteous  persea  threw  wide  and 
high  their  brightest  flowers,  as  if  proud  to  form  his 
couch ;  his  hair,  tangled  and  oozy,  hung  over  his 
ample  chest,  distilling  streams  of  moisture.     Here 
Phritiphanes,  as  he  repeated  his  vision  to  me,  felt  the 
deepest  eraotionSj  as  he  proceeded  to  say,  *  His  large 
expansive  cerulean  eye  overpowered  and  confounded 
me;  a  fear  and  trembling  seized  my  frame,  as  I 
saw  the  awful  form  of  the  god,  our  revered  Nile^% 
He  spread  his  immortal  arm,  and  the  stream,  which 
I  before  deemed  immeasurable,  now  flowed  forth 
obedient  from  its  mighty  hollow,  as  from  an  urn. 
Then  looking  on  me,  a  communing,  as  if  the  heart 
heard  and  answered,  swiftly  followed,  shaping  as  in 
audible  sounds,  '  Welcome,  priest  of  my  stream. 
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ruler  of  my  slirines,  whose  pure  and  guileless  hands 
honour  my  holy  isle  of  Philoe,  seated  in  my  waters 
as  they  enter  plenteous  Egypt;  and  not  less  cele- 
brate my  bounties  at  Poubastis,  where  I  self-divide 
my  fertilizing  river  to  embrace  the  lower  region. 
Welcome,  priest  of  Egypt,  to  this  my  sacred  haunt ; 
here  ever  presiding  at  the  mixing  of  these  **'  tributary 
floods,  which  feed  my  never-failing  boon  of  plenty 
to  my  favourite  land.' 

'  '  Although   so  graciously  admitted  to  his  river 
throne,  yet  the  aspect  of  the  god  bore  terror  with 
it,  as  I  felt  my  thoughts  reply,  '  Great  Oceanus  *"*, 
Aietos,  Sirius,  Egvptus,  Nil  us,  how  bows  my  heart 
in  homage  to  thy  greatness,  chiefly  thy  goodness, 
feeding  with  plenty  all  thy  grateful  sons !    Teach 
us  to  worship   thee  aright,  whether,  as  at  Philoe, 
watchful    priests   pour  in  thy   honour   the   milky 
stream,  pure  and  innocent ;  or,  as  at  Poubastis,  the 
great  year's  revolving  course  claims  the  annual  sa- 
crifice of  life.     Devoted  to  thy  waves,  if  life  and 
blood  must  yield  to  thee  the  being  it  enjoys,  in 
evidence  thou  also  art  destroyer  as  preserver,  say 
it  is  thy  will ;  so  may  the  heart  that  yearns  to  save 
overpower  the  rebellious  feeling,  and  pour  forth  the 
proper  sacrifice/ 

' '  While  thus  speaking,  the  island  Mcroe,  near 
.which  the  river  god  reposed,  was  gilded  with  a 
thousand  hues  of  rainbow  briohtncss,  which  ar- 
ranging  their  dazzling  sj)lendours,  my  enraptured 
eyes  beheld  gradually  appear  the  sublime  table  of  the 
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sun  as  in  the  heavenly  splieve,  and  the  ancestors  of 
the  gigantic  Macrobians,  their  sires,  venerable  in  age 
and  wisdom,  seated  in  mild  and  happy  communion 
with  the  gods,  partaking  thus  their  blameless  feast, 
while  before  them  stood  the  offerings  the  deities 
most   prized,  of  honey,  milk,  and  golden  fruits. 
]\Ieantime,  as  these  blissful  days   of  earth's  first 
prime  gladdened  my  sight,  my  heart  felt  an  in- 
effable composure,   as  if  already  joined  in   union 
with  their  shining  band.    I  looked  in  rapture,  Avhen 
the  Divine  Form  pointed  again  :  lo  !  the  scene  was 
fled;  an  altar  stood  where  the  glorious  table  late 
appeared ;    dark  and   hideous  gloom   covered  the 
scene  lately  so  bright;  blood  flowed  around,  and 
instead  of  the  great  Nile,  as  I  turned  to  question  of 
this  change,  there  was  Tarcos,  fierce  and  savage, 
pointing  to  the  sanguine  stream.     {  strove  to  speak 
in  accent  of  command,  and  instantaneously  Meroe 
rose  before  me ;  the  expansive  Nile  sent  forth  its 
sounds  of  rushing  waters,  and  the  vision  of  the  god  was 
passed  away.     Hasten  then,'  Phritiphancs  strongly 
urged  me, '  hasten  to  Egypt.   Whether  this  visitation 
arises  from  strongly  agitated  feelings,  or  is  sent  by. 
the  gods  to   warn    me   of  danger   from   Tarcos's 
proncness  to  shed  blood,  repair  to  seek  him,  and 
examine  carefully  his  plans :  meantime  learn  this 
truth,  what  first  was  grateful  in  the  world's  liappy 
age,  as  service  to  the  gods,  nuist  be  so  now ;  though 
we  are  fallen  on  dark  and  iron  times,  and  seek  their 
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shrines  with  groans  and  blood,  instead  of  genial 
offerings.  Repress  these  sacrifices,  and  substitute 
in  innocent  aliments  a  fairer  type  of  Nature.' ' 

Such  was  the  detail  which  Saptha  received  of 
Ethiopia  and  its  deities;  it  alarmed  her  as  it  marked 
the  character  of  Tarcos  with  such  dreadful  linea- 
mejits;  they  partook  the  sensations  of  the  priest,  in 
deep  regret  that  every  plan  of  future  action  revolved 
around  his  concurrence,  and  that  so  many  weeks  now 
had  gone  by  without  communication  from  Tarcos. 
Little  were  they  aware  of  the  horrid  scenes  which 
that  dark  spirit  had  perpetrated,  or  the  ruin  he  had 
treacherously  drawn  upon  them,  since  the  fatal 
evening  which  Rameses  past  in  the  caves,  where 
Tarcos,  by  an  extraordinary  coincidence,  was  in- 
dulging his  thirst  for  blood,  at  the  very  moment 
that  the  pure  and  benign  heart  of  his  superior  Phri- 
tiphanes  was  encountering  danger  by  condemning 
it  in  the  Ethiopians. 

Thus  sensible  of  the  sentiments  of  their  great 
guide,  and  their  minds  anxiously  revolving  the 
event,  they  speedily  prepared  to  take  their  abode 
among  the  grottoes ;  and  although  the  Palli  guarded 
most  suspiciously  all  the  towns,  so  skilfully  had 
their  assistants  arranged  the  movements,  that  they 
were  soon  sheltered  amid  these  excavations.  Here, 
however,  they  felt  restrained  from  making  them- 
selves known  to  Tarcos  or  to  any  being  previously 
to  the  arrival  of  Phritiphanes;   so  that  they  re- 
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mainecl  far  more  unacquainted  with  the  passing 
scene  than  in  their  valley,  or  with  the  events  on  which 
their  safety  hinged,  and  wholly  ignorant  of  those 
changes  which  the  savage  actions  of  Tarcos  had  pro- 
duced, whereby  he  had  drawn  down  his  own  ruin, 
and  very  probably  the  destruction  of  all  associated 
v/ith  his  plans. 

The  aspect  of  the  scenery  around  the  grottoes, 
which  thus  became  the  asylum  of  the  queen  of 
Egypt,  is  strikingly  different  from  the  appearance 
of  Egypt  in  general,  wherein  a  bounteous  plenty 
overspreads  the  soil,  and  produces  its  perpetual 
stores  of  corn  and  grain.  At  this  immediate  point 
the  mountains  on  the  eastern  and  western  side  so 
closely  approach  each  other,  that  the  stream  ap- 
pears obstructed  in  its  course,  and  the  western  side 
presents  solely  a  ver}"^  narrow  passage  for  the  tra- 
veller toward  Syene,  between  the  incumbent  rocks 
and  the  Nile.  These  stores  of  sandstone  have 
been  perforated  in  all  directions  by  the  industry 
and  labours  of  Egypt,  and  evidence  in  their  vast 
caverns  the  prodigious  mass  of  materials  di'awn 
from  them.  So  great  are  the  excavations,  that  the 
eye  no  longer  contemplates  with  surprise  the  in- 
exhaustible number  and  variety  of  the  temples  and 
public  buildings,  although  it  must  ever  exalt  the 
race  of  beings  who  had  perseverance  and  diligence 
thus  to  overspread  their  soil  with  grand  and  mag- 
nificent piles.     Indeed,  in  no  part  of  Egypt  is  the 
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mind  more  powerfully  affected  by  impressions  of 
the  venerable  antiquity  and  primeval  character  of 
the  science  of  this  nation ;  for  within  these  wide- 
spreading  and  sombre  caverns,  and  throughout 
their  environs,  are  existing  monuments  of  all  ages : 
those  whose  antiquity  declare  their  era  long  passed 
away,  fallen  and  removed  from  their  original  de- 
stination, are  now  employed  with  others  of  more 
recent  date  within  the  same  edifice,  carrying  back 
the  imagination  through  a  retrospective  series  of 
touching  data,  marked  by  man,  and  ruined  by  time, 
and  graven  on  the  rocks  around.  It  is  not  also  a 
mere  cold  assent  of  wonder,  but  blending  the  per- 
fection of  the  conjunctive  parts  of  high  science  and 
wisdom,  established  by  a  survey  of  great  Thebes, 
and  of  those  fine  piles  around  the  quarries.  In  the 
contemplation  of  Egypt's  temples  and  edifices  as  a 
whole,  there  is  a  general  accordance  "^  of  rule,  a 
combination  of  ornament  and  religious  character,  a 
tone  of  universal  magnificence,  a  success  in  making 
the  grand  and  the  gigantic  the  end  of  the  architect, 
wherein  the  bold  projector  always  succeeds,  which 
excites  the  liveliest  wonder,  and  in  no  degree  more 
intensely  than  on  that  very  spot  whence  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  materials  themselves  have  been  drawn 
forth  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  The  labours 
here  presented  to  our  eyes  are  indeed  the  labours  of 
€very  portion  of  Egypt,  and  of  all  ages.  Here  are 
the  works  and  monuments  of  yesterday,  as  well  as 
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those  of  so  remote  a  period,  tliat  their  remains  only 
appear  as  blocks  in  the  present  structure,  while  they 
speak  of  times  when,  if  Egypt  was  great,  she  was 
ruled    by  dynasties   antecedent   to  the    Pharaohs' 
paternal   sceptre  ;    so  that  by  this  long  series  of 
time  the  mind  is  absorbed  in  the  reflection  how  in- 
variably their  rules  have  been  the  same,  and  their 
ends  attained  the  same,  as  well  as  the  high  per- 
fection of  that  science,  thus  ever  reaching  the  acme 
it  proposed,  and  in  its  immutable  rules  most  vic- 
toriously proving  its  great  antiquity,  as  well  as  the 
invariableness  of  all  the  laws  of  science  and  the  wis- 
dom of  Egypt.     The  quarries  themselves  are  of 
vast  extent,  their  walls  marked  with  inscriptions, 
testifying  to  the  labours  and  toils  of  the  busy  race 
who  have  plodded  their  days  within  them.    One  is 
a  hundred  and  seventy  cubits  in  length,  a  second 
ninety  cubits,  a  third  two  hundred  and  ten  cubits, 
in  their  immense  length  of  excavations.    One  forms 
a  vast  irregular  square  of  four  hundred  cubits  in 
length,  with   a   width    of  a   hundred   and   eighty 
cubits,  all  perforating  the  solid  rock.     A  cavern  is 
also  here  of  gloomy  grandeur,  one  part  ^  of  which 
supports  its  own  vast  superincumbent  weight,  while 
another  part  rests  on  square  pilasters,  displaying 
this  enormous  cave  of  above  two  hundred  cubits 
long  and  seventy  cubits  in  width.    Within,  this  so- 
lemn space  is  curiously  chiseled  and  smoothed,  and 
its  walls  sumptuously  adorned  by  sculptured  scenes 
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of  the  highest  interest,  whcreui  the  wonderful  ex- 
tent of  Egyptian  labour  and  perseverance  is  evi- 
denced.    Adjoining  and  near  it  stands  a  grotto  of 
beautiful  workmanship,  and  so  intermixed  amid  a 
multitude  of  others,  as  to  ward  off  the  keenest  cu- 
riosity from   discovering  its  recesses:  its  involved 
entrance  and    secluded    character   alike  shelter  it 
from  any  suspicion,  while  its  enormous  marble  door 
could  not  by  any  labour  or  toil  be  unclosed  but 
from  within,  or  by  the  knowledge  of  the  spring. 
This  superb  excavation  had  a  species  of  vestibule 
at  its  entrance,  opening  into  a  gallery  of  prodigious 
length  and  size :  three  doors  terminated  it,  leading 
to  three  apartments ;  the  centre  one  being  a  magni- 
ficent hall,  whence  also  branched  forth  other  cham- 
bers ;  all  these  ornamented  with  various  figures  in 
niches,  symbolic  and  revered;  and  the  walls  and 
ceilings   glowing   with    the    pictorial    delineations. 
Here  appear  forms  in  grand  procession,  leading 
victims  and  sacrifices;  others  bearing  palms;  various 
animals  offered  as  victims,  with  fruits  done  with 
taste  and  great  truth,  also  vases  filled  with  cakes 
and  flowers.     Here  is  immutably  graven  the  first, 
most  choice,  and  eminent  art,  communicated  from 
the  gods,  of  tillage  and  of  vintage,  depicting  earth's 
labours,  wherein  man  follows  the  gods,  and  duly 
watches  day  by  day  their  opening  gifts.     On  an- 
other side  a  female  on  the  walls  holds  a  full-blown 
lotos  as  an  offering,  in   which   act   the   sculpture 
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displays  her  husband  as  joining.  The  wliole  coup- 
d'oeil,  lighted  Avith  golden  lamps,  and  containing 
their  amply  furnished  stores,  displayed  a  joyous 
scene,  which  became  to  Saptha  and  to  Nitocris 
pleasingly  attractive. 

Making  these  grots  their  sojourn,  they  sighed 
day  by  day  for  hoped-for  tidings  of  the  anxiously 
expected  Phritiphanes ;  while  they  were  furnished 
with  some  watchful  vigilant  slaves,  who  had  been 
early  trained  to  track  the  haunts  of  man  or  beast, 
and  scan  the  pressure  of  the  tenderest  herbage,  if 
any  footstep  passed  it :  these  slaves  soon  noticed  to 
the  fugitives  of  the  grottoes  an  increased  watchful- 
ness along  the  river  Nile,  kept  by  the  guards  upon 
their  different  posts,  and  had  thereby  most  exceed- 
ingly added  to  the  solicitude  which  now  hung  upon 
every  revolving  day.  They  watched  every  ap- 
proaching sound,  as  if  it  threatened  danger  to  Phri- 
tiphanes, when  one  evening  the  slaves  acquainted 
Saptha  of  the  surrounding  circuit  of  the  Nile  be- 
ing traversed  by  armed  men,  while  the  sounds  on 
the  air  were  those  of  alarm  and  agitation,  as  if 
a  pursuit  of  great  strictness  was  following  up  by 
soldiers  from  the  opposite  bank,  their  lights  and 
calls  showing  their  progress  in  the  search.  Deeply 
affected  by  the  intense  fears  and  anxieties  of  their 
peculiar  situation,  thus  looking  for  and  awaiting 
Phritiphanes,  who  might  even  himself  be  the  very 

object  thus  endangered,  both  of  them  conjured  their 

P  o 
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slaves  to  exert  their  native  powers  of  tracking  out 
the  hostile  footstep,  and  of  discovering  every  mark, 
of  human  being,  to  ascertain  if  friend  or  toe  ap- 
proached their  refuge ;  and  one  of  these  soon  came 
on  the  very  part  of  the  excavation,  where,  at  the 
feet  of  the  statues,  already  senseless  from  his  wound, 
Rameses  lay,  as  if  in  deep  repose,  his  figure  speak- 
ing how  resigned  to  the  surrender  of  his  life  he 
felt  himself  while  sense  remained,  as  if  he  had  ar- 
rived at  the  end  of  his  weary  journeyj  and  put  off 
this  human  coil  without  a  sigh.     Recognizing  his 
dress,  traits,  and  character  to  be  those  of  a  Miz- 
raimite,  but  ignorant  of  his  person,  the  slaves  flew 
back  to  Saptha  to  communicate  their  discovery  ;  but 
she,  however  by  sympathy  disposed  to  afford  the 
wounded  suff*erer  her  boon  of  succour,  still  thought, 
under  the  constantly  urged  cautions  of  the  high- 
priest,  the  risk  too  great  to  bear  him  to  her  caverns ; 
yet  without  so  doing  how  could  he  be  preserved  ? 
During  the  painful  revolving  of  these  thoughts  the 
female  waiting  attendant,  assured  of  perfect  security 
from  the  distance  and  stillness  of  the  surrounding- 
guards,  now  taking  their  stations,  urged  onward  by 
her  curiosity,  creeping  to  the  spot  escorted  by  the 
slaves,  immediately,  to  her  unbounded  astonishment, 
recognized  Rameses   senseless   and  still    bleeding, 
whom  so  long  they  thought  consigned  to  the  tomb, 
and  to  this  hour  deplored.    She  soon  communicatetl 
to  those  within  the  grottoes  her  wonder  and  amaze^ 
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mcnt,  and  was  heard  with  fear  and  doubt;  but 
instant  messengers  bore  him  swiftly  within  the  se- 
cure shelter  of  the  caverns,  while  the  subtle  active 
slaves,  under  covert  of  darkness,  effaced  all  traces 
of  his  progress,  and  made  a  line  of  deceptive  steps 
leading  onward  to  a  deep  and  dangerous  chasm. 

Here  snatched  from  fate,  the  caverns  within 
closed  and  impervious,  now  contained  indeed  hearts 
precious  and  highly  gifted,  actuated  by  dee])ly- 
toned  emotions,  as  Rameses  thus  was  placed  before 
them.  Two  lamps  threw  a  bright  light  u}X)n  his 
fine  manly  form ;  his  vest  stained  with  blood,  his 
arms  hang-injx  down  and  motionless,  his  countenance 
pallid  and  wan,  vet  serene,  as  had  been  his  resolves 
and  thoughts ;  never,  in  the  brightest  flush  of 
enthusiasm,  in  the  fullest  glow  of  triumph,  decorated 
with  robes  and  dazzling  gems,  did  he  bear  a  more 
touching  appearance  than  in  this  instant  of  his 
v.eakness,  as  his  seemingly  lifeless  figure,  placed 
upon  the  couch,  was  bent  over  by  his  alarmed  and 
agitated  friends,  who  discovered  that  the  pulsation 
was  steady,  although  faint.  They  quickly  admi- 
nistered their  means  of  aid,  which  brought  back 
suspended  animation,  and  the  returning  colour  to 
the  cheek  and  a  deep  and  lengthened  sigh  preceded 
perfect  restoration;  and  in  his  weak  state,  fearful 
of  too  great  a  surprise,  the  queen  and  Nitocris,  the 
objects  nearest  his  heart,  withdrew,  while  the  wound 
was   examined   and  dressed.      Rameses  gazed    in 
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wonder  and  surprise  around,  questioning  eagerly 
where  he  was,  and  how  hither  conveyed.  Soon  his 
memory  supplied  the  image  of  the  past,  and  he  con- 
ceived that  he  was  fallen  within  the  Pallic  power. 
But  the  tender  services  and  deep  respect,  a  certain 
air  of  richness  and  of  grandeur,  blending  in  all  the 
decorated  scene  around,  dismissed  that  thought. 
Of  Nitocris,  or  of  the  immense  tide  of  happiness 
awaiting  him,  his  heart  never  so  wholly  felt  itself 
shut  from  hope ;  never  so  bereaved  of  even  anti- 
cipation, as  at  this  instant.  How  little  can  we  scan 
the  stream  of  things,  or  trace  the  progress  of  events ! 
The  storm  that  lours  may  break  in  mercies,  or  so 
pass  onward,  as  to  leave  us  cause  to  bless  its  visita- 
tion. Thus  every  step  which  Rameses,  in  ardent 
devotion  to  his  country's  welfare,  took  in  submission 
to  such  high  sense  of  duty,  had  in  real  truth  con- 
ducted him  by  quickest  route  toward  the  asylum  of 
his  heart's  most  precious  treasure — to  her  whom  he 
sought  most  ardently,  but  of  whom  he  could  gain 
no  clue. 

Soon  the  eager  rapture  of  the  meeting  no  longer 
could  be  withheld,  and  the  two  beings  conjoined  by 
every  tie  of  dearest  and  fondest  association  thus 
wonderfully  were  restored  to  each  other's  arms. 
Saptha,  feeling  all  her  debt  of  gratitude  to  Nitocris, 
fully  participated  in  her  happiness;  and  Rameses, 
assured  of  the  purity  and  depth  of  feeling  he  had 
inspired,  resigned  his  heart  entirely  to  the  tide  of 
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joy  which  ruslied  throughout  his  frame,  and  almost 
vanquished   his  amazed  and  overpowered  senses ; 
grateful  beyond  all   language  for  the  boon  thus 
given,  a  blessing  so  preciousj  so  wonderfully  brought 
to  him,  when  desolate  and  within  a  moment's  grasp 
of  torture  and  of  death  !    To  Nitocris  this  discovery 
and  preservation  of  her  hero,  thus  resuscitated,  was 
an  object  of  dearest  exultation  and  of  rejoicing,  even, 
if  possible,  surpassing  the  sensations  of  the  grateful 
Rameses;  for  in  conjunction  with  equal  love  was 
the  wonder  of  a  preservation  unthought  of,  a  call- 
ing back  of  Rameses  from  death  to  life.     The  first 
endearments  past,  the  soft  blush  rushed  ardent  to 
their  eyes.     Well  might  they  light  up  with  plea- 
sure, for  Nature  had  most  bounteously  bestowed 
her  gifts  on  both,  and  time  and  trials  past  had 
superadded  grandeur  of  mien,  tone  of  intellectual 
thought,  a  sense  of  worth  and  native  excellence,  that 
shone  in  the  form  and  demeanour  of  Rameses,  which 
now  marked  the  hero,  and  was  apparent  in  the  dig- 
nified cast  of  thought  and  virtuous  frankness  invest- 
ing  every  deed,  alike  generous  in  purpose,  lofty  in 
action ;  while  in  Nitocris  the  budding  blossom  had 
expanded  into  the  matured  and  beauteous  flower. 
The  woman  was  all  perfect  in  her  natural  charms, 
and  sweetest  synmietry  now  conjoined  to  charac- 
teristic and  softened  dignity,  that  showed  the  casing 
and  the  jewel  equally  suited.     Delightful  hours  of 
blissful  joy  and  tenderness,  w  hich  passed  along  how 
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swiftly,  as  the  changeful  scene  of  mortal  destiny  thus 
united  them,  and  shed  sweet  roseate  hues  around  ! 
How  eagerly  and  touchingly  they  communed  of  the 
past !  and  chiefly  Nitocris  sought  to  acquaint  her- 
self with  every  storm,  with  all  the  dangerous  trials 
which  the  lengthened  time  gone  by  had  heaped  on 
Rameses,  especially  of  all  the  concurring  incidents 
which  made  the  tidings  of  his  death  become  so 
firmly  credited.  Daylight,  which  glinmiered  not 
within  these  caverns,  found  them  in  its  hours  of 
dawn  still  conversing;  as  Rameses  designated  his 
wound  a  scratch,  his  eyes  were  fixed  on  Nitocris,  and 
he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  retire  from  her 
sight,  so  truly  grateful  to  his  heart. 
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BOOK  IX. 


ARGUMENT. 

The  impolicy  of  the  Pallic  monarch  in  closing  the  Egyptian 
temples  discussed. — The  character  and  influence  of  the 
priesthood. — Their  supremacy  explained. — Saptha,  Ni- 
tocris,  and  Rameses  join  Phritiphanes  in  the  Thebaide 
valley,  and  receive  from  him  details  of  the  Macrobian 
Ethiopians. — Rameses,  interposing  to  prevent  a  sacrifice 
at  Tabariah,  is  unable  to  retire  into  the  cave. — Desirous 
of  joining  Sabacon,  he  passes  the  desert  and  Oasis  of 
Thebes  to  the  Lake  of  Moeris,  where  he  meets  Betis,  and, 
by  his  advice  and  guidance,  visits  the  desert  of  Nitritia. 

But  tlieir  Iiours  of  pleasure  and  of  delight  had 
soon  their  termination,  as  tidings  reached  them  that 
on  the  same  evening  wherein  Rameses  so  narrowly 
escaped  his  pursuers,  and  was  sheltered  in  the  grotto 
by  the  watchfulness  of  its  interesting  Inmates,  Phri- 
tiphanes also  had  arrived  within  a  short  distance  of 
its  retreat ;  when,  alarmed  by  the  unusual  suspicions 
and  precautions  of  the  Palli,  and  their  numbers  ob- 
served by  those  emissaries  who  accompanied  and 
watched  over  the  movements  of  the  sacred  priest, 
rhritlphanes  was  escorted  to  the  safe  and  beautiful 
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retreat  of  the  valley,  whither  the  residents  of  Silsilis 
were  now  to  join  him. 

The  unfortunate  issue  of  those  prospects  which 
had  been  maturing,  and  wherein  Tarcos  bore  so 
large  a  share,  having  become  known  to  the  priest, 
he  saw  the  mischance  of  that  fatal  discovery,  lead- 
ing to  developments  which  required  time  and  skill 
to  repair,  and  the  more  especially  as  the  enemy  were 
by  such  rash  imprudence  awakened  to  additional 
circumspection.  The  approach  of  Rameses  and 
Myris  to  the  cave  which  had  been  watched  by  the 
Palli  as  a  snare  for  its  inmates,  while  it  placed  Myris 
within  their  grasp,  more  alarmed  them  by  the  sud- 
den disappearance  and  escape  of  one  within  so  short 
a  space  of  their  posts.  This  being  reported  in- 
stantly to  Salatis,  produced  within  his  mind  the 
conviction  of  some  secret  plans  which  he  deeply 
revolved,  and  adopted  the  severer  measures  to 
counteract,  as  he  felt  it  impossible  to  ascertain  their 
scope  and  range.  Salatis  felt  he  was  detested,  yet 
sought  not  the  plan  of  soothing  or  of  winning ;  his 
policy,  also  fierce  and  direct,  disdained  compromise 
or  indulgence  to  the  Mizraim  priesthood.  Adopt- 
ing his  simple  and  unchanging  classification  of  deity 
with  the  sun  alone,  he  trampled  under  foot  every 
habit,  rite,  and  mystery  of  the  vanquished  Egyp- 
tians, and  herein  germinated  a  re-action  he  now 
began  to  see  spring  up,  but  knew  not  how  to  check 
the   growth    of      Salatis    had    preserved    his   su- 
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premacy  and  sway  over  Egypt  by  severity :  he  won 
its  throne  by  the  sword,  and  he  was  conscious  by 
that  only  did  he  maintain  its  occupancy.  Despising 
the  native  Mizraim,  he  drove  them  into  obscurity 
and  contempt ;  of  his  own  race  alone  were  his  war- 
riors, soldiers,  and  governors  chosen.     The  native 
inhabitants  he  made  the  most  laborious  drudges, 
compelling  them  to  work  day  and  night  on  his 
magnificent  causeways,  canals,  mounds,  and  tower- 
ing pyramids,  whereby  he  advanced  his  power,  and 
also  greatly  increased  the  splendour  of  the  kingdom. 
Thus  he  fed  his  pride  of  conquest  and  lust  of  power ; 
and  in  conformity  to  his  hatred  of  her  worship,  the 
temples  throughout  his  rule  were  closely  shut ;  yet 
by  this  step,  which  emanated  solely  from  his  hatred 
of  the  Egyptian  sacred  symbols  and  his  tyrannic 
violence,  he  furnished  the  enemies  of  his  throne 
and  person  with  their  most  effectual  means  of  plot- 
ting against  his  power,  and  of  continuing  a  secret 
but  unceasing  resistance  against  his  influence. 

The  construction  of  the  Egyptian  priesthood 
now  became  its  bulwark  ;  for  the  land  of  Egypt  lay 
always  subjected  in  willing  bands  of  homage  and 
veneration  to  the  priests^,  who  pervading  the  com- 
munity, and  forming  in  each  city  a  separate  hier- 
archy, swayed  at  will  its  obedient  population.  Each 
temple  then  became  a  separate  centre,  whence 
sprung  a  thousand  various  channels  of  influential 
power  and  guidance.     Every  temple  formed  within 
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itselCan  exemplar  (more  or  less  developed  according 
lo  its  size  and  grandeur)  of  the  masterpiece  of  all — 
the  supreme  courts  and  halls  and  temples  of  the 
Labyrinth  and  Lake  of  Mceris,  the  Egyptian 
sanctuary  of  laws,  of  power,  and  burial  rites.  The 
porticoes  and  open  halls  and  sanctuaries  served  for 
the  people's  rites ;  the  subterranean  passages,  the 
unknown  and  secret  ways  pervading  each  part  of 
the  enormous  pile,  were  constructed  by  strict  rules, 
and  all  subservient  to  the  great  aim  of  assisting  in, 
and  showing  off  the  mysteries,  and  the  surprising 
appearances  and  prodigies  of  these  sacred  scenes. 
Thus  also  each  temple  had  its  apartments  and  ad- 
jacent mansions,  wherein  the  priests  in  order  and 
attendance  constantly  resided;  each  occupied  his 
place,  closely  combined  in  unity  of  plan,  although 
in  families;  all  were  subordinate  to  one  head,  and 
he  again  subject  to  the  provincial  president,  who 
was  also  controlled  by  the  supreme  pontiff.  Thus 
throughout  Egypt,  in  all  parts,  the  extraordinary 
influence  of  the  priests,  though  unseen,  was  di- 
stinctly felt  and  most  reverentially  honoured.  The 
taricheutes  and  divers  branches  of  the  mechanic 
arts  being  brought  into  the  service  of  the  sanctuary, 
were  invested  with  an  emanation  of  its  sanctity,  a 
portion  of  its  secrets ;  and  all  the  orders  of  the  state, 
the  population  of  Egypt,  were  thus  bound  up  within 
the  vastly-spreading  circle  of  the  priesthood.  Hence 
also  the  supreme''"  kingly  power  even  was  not  se- 
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cure    until   its   possessor  was   associated   with   the 
priests'  order,  througli  an  initiation  into  the  sacred 
mysteries.     And   Salatis,  in  thus  openly  and  un- 
sparingly attacking  the  worship  and  temples  of  the 
land,  excited  at  once  the  determined  and  unallayed 
hatred    of  her   whole  population.     In  closing  up 
their  temples,  therefore,  Salatis  merely  shut  up  the 
folding-gates  of  open  access,  whereby  indeed  he  hid 
wholly  from  himself  and  emissaries  the  only  way 
of  watching  over  the  proceedings  of  the  priests ;  for 
to  them  each  temple  was  still  open  by  its  secret 
avenues,    and   the   more  secure   because   publicly 
closed  and  unsuspected.   From  the  Mizraim  people 
he  could  learn  nothing,  habituated  as  they  were 
from   infancy  in   all  respects  to  venerate  the  su- 
premacy of  the  priests.     Thus  to  facilitate  access, 
and  to  carry  on  communications  without  suspicion, 
every   temple  had   in    its  vicinity   throughout  all 
Egypt  various  mechanics  and  artizans,  subordinate 
members  of  the  priesthood,  who,  assuming  the  cha- 
racter of  labourers  and  peasants,  now  occupied  the 
soil  around,  and  were  diligent  in  supplying  pro- 
visions nightly,  and  by  such  means  as  eluded  all 
observation   or  detection.     And  even    now,   when 
oppression  heavily  weighed  upon  the  land,  groaning 
beneath  the  sway  of  her  conqueror,  the  supreme 
priest  could  pass  from  temple  to  temple,  and  dis- 
trict to  district,  exercising,  unseen  and  luiknown, 
an  authority  more  extensive  than  the  avowed  moi\- 
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arch  of  the  kingdom.  Soon  therefore  by  his  man- 
date, without  danger  or  difficulty,  the  illustrious  in- 
habitants of  the  caves  were  united  to  Phritiphanes, 
and  safely  guided  to  the  sacred  valley. 

Phritiphanes,  deeply  versed  in  man,  revolved  the 
counsels  of  wisdom  and  experience  as  he  contem- 
plated the  probabilities  of  Egypt's  deliverance. 
Wisdom's  brightest  flame  beamed  on  his  heart; 
but  the  happiness  he  beheld  in  the  objects  of  his 
affection  around  him  impeded  not  the  plans  of  his 
mind  for  his  gods  and  country :  they  tasted  the 
purest  pleasures,  however,  as  the  days  opened  on 
those  reciprocal  traits  of  excellence  and  perfection 
which  innately  shone  in  their  practice  of  every 
relative  claim  of  life.  To  Phritiphanes  all  was 
known  of  the  perils  of  Rameses,  save  the  last 
dreadful  scene  which  closed  with  Tarcos's  death ; 
tliat  short  agony  of  suspense  for  his  existence  was 
thus  spared  him  until  they  met  together  in  the  de- 
licious, soft,  and  calm  retreat  of  the  Thebaide 
mountains.  But  the  prime  interests  of  Mizraim 
occupied  his  hours,  as  calling  on  Rameses, — '  Now, 
great  initiate  of  our  mysteries,  warrior  of  Egypt,* 
Phritiphanes  spoke  to  the  hero,  who  hung  on  his 
accents,  '  now  will  your  country  call  again  for  your 
arm  and  valour.  Say,  have  the  trials  of  the  past 
deadened  your  ardour,  or  slackened  your  course  ?' 
*  Surely,  my  father,'  he  replied,  '  however  my  heart 
may  suffer,  her  misfortunes  claim  me  wholly ;  but 
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whence  your  call  ?     Satisfy  my  eager  curiosity,  to 
know  the  wonders  of  the  eastern  lands  your  age  has 
traversed,  and  wherein  your  wisdom  has  constituted 
the    trust   of  our   army,   turning  the   infatuating 
weakness  of  our  monarch  to  a  point  perhaps  of 
future  safety  ?    What  are  the  virtues  of  the  Ethio- 
pian race,  and  wherein  does  their  soil  or  state  afford 
motives  of  gratulation  or  instruction  to  our  land  ?' 
*  Nay,'  said  Nitocris,  '  is  it  true  that  a  race  among 
them,  of  the  Nasamones,  earnestly  seek  to  trace  the 
spreading  boundaries  of  their  extensive  country, 
tracking  her  utmost  limits  hitherto  unknown  ?   For 
ourselves,    wedded    to    Egypt,    marked    off    and 
screened  by  Nature's  limits  from  all  other  lands, 
and  gifted  in  our  Nile  above  all  other  kingdoms, 
these   pursuits  of  idle  curiosity   sound   somewhat 
strange !'    '  Call  nothing  idle,'  Phritiphanes  calmly 
answered,   '  of  whose   import    we   know   nothing. 
Ethiopia  possesses,  in  her  wide-spreading  countriesy 
manifestations  of  Nature's  power'^y,  worthy  of  our 
knowledge,  if  not  of  our  adoption  :  the  very  name 
forms  a  source  of  deep  import.     As  a  nation  they 
alone  have  ever  stood  unconquered  ;  the  very  gods 
call  them  blameless  Ethiopians.     How  grand  a  tri- 
bute to  their  love  of  justice!    Tradition  says,  hum- 
bling their  deity  to  man,  the  gods  yearly  visited  and 
feasted  at  their  board.  Were  they  at  first  all  priests  ? 
or  some   long  wandering  race,  a  sacred  sacerdotal 
band,  which  first  settled  in  these  lands,  that  their 
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name  of  Ethiops,  compounded  from  the  title  of  the 
sun,  the  solar  orb,  should  pass  from  hence  to  diverse 
lands,  and  give  its  title  to  so  many  differing  regions? 
But  this  grave  point  my  mind  reserves  to  satisfy 
amid  the  unerring  records  of  our  holy  books  of 
Hermes.'  Here  Rameses  exclaimed,  '  But  are  they 
tall  and  finely  limbed,  and  the  favourites  of  Na- 
ture, as  some  few  messengers  to  our  courts  declare  ?* 
*  The  Macrobian  race,  so  justly  called,  as  being 
long-lived  and  great,  are  indeed  objects  of  admira- 
tion ;  but  more  of  tliem  in  a  future  converse.  How 
beautiful  is  the  consideration  of  force  and  power  in 
the  Ethiopian  kingdom  submitting  to  justice ;  while 
greatness  marks  its  means,  forbearance  guides  its 
steps.  Now  she  takes  sinking  Mizraim  to  her  arms, 
fostering  and  protecting  her  expatriated  bands,  not 
seizing  on  her  spoils;  but  to  an  encroaching  neigh- 
bour she  replied,  '  The  weak  who  volunteers  to 
meet  a  stronger,  aids  his  enemy  against  himself.' ' 
'  Did  the  provoker  of  the  battle  fall  before  the  Ma- 
crobians  ?'  Rameses  questioned.  '  Justly  so,'  he  re- 
plied. But  as  Phritiphanes  proceeded  to  narrate  the 
signal  defeat  given  to  the  Massaget^,  couriers  ar- 
rived from  Sabacon  :  these  despatches  were  chiefly 
to  the  generous  Rameses,  who  read  delighted,  as  he 
saw  the  promises  of  devotedness  to  Mizraim's  cause, 
flowing  from  his  brother's  zeal,  of  redeeming  to  her 
the  woes  his  jealousy  had  rashly  caused.  The  noble 
island  of  Prosopitis  was  now  the  object  of  his  aim ; 
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and  liis  rude  followers  had  become  faithful,  well- 
trained  soldiers,  and  all  breathed  the  utmost  ardour 
to  follow  him  to  the  field,  wherein  he  prayed  the 
guiding  priests  to  help  his  blow. 

The  queen  noticed  with  admiring  gaze  the  self- 
devoted  air  of  Rameses  as  he  placed  these  warnings, 
calling  him  afresh  to  danger,  into  the  hands  of 
Phritiphanes.  '  Leave  these  to  me,''  the  benevolent 
priest  replied  ;  '  let  my  experienced  years  plan  the 
various  widely-spreading  circumstances  now  flowing 
forth  upon  the  tide  of  time.  IMeanwhilc,  life  is 
short,  and  ever  uncertain  :  sure  only  are  her  present 
moments ;  all  beyond  are  with  the  gods.  Taste  freely 
■while  it  lasts  the  unlooked  privileges  of  this  gifted 
intercourse  and  meeting."' 

Thus  they  devoted  their  hours  as  they  flowed 
along  amid  the  almond  groves  and  clustered  citrons, 
mutually  giving  and  receiving  hopes  of  better  j'ears 
by  these  marks  of  tried  affection.  To  the  lovers 
the  hours  led  their  flowery  round,  while  the  heart  re- 
ciprocally expressed  its  joy  in  the  briglit  testimonies 
of  pure  esteem ;  here  all  state  and  vain  pageant  ba- 
nished, while  they  felt  screened  from  the  world  and* 
its  storms,  the  queen  Saptha  truly  knew  a  treasure 
far  beyond  all  tliat  wealth  can  attain,  in  the  firm 
undeviating  friendship  of  Nitocris;  but  Rameses, 
however  transported  with  delight,  longed  to  know 
more  fully  of  the  states  and  people  he  now  saw  the 
safety  of  his  loved  Mizraim  hinged  upon.     '  The 
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Ethiopians/  said  Phritiphancs,  *  are  of  two  distinct 
classes  9",  and  are  a  most  powerful  nation.     They 
stretch  from  beyond  the  cataracts,  even,  as  is  sup- 
posed, to  the  extremity  of  the  earth.    The  districts 
adjoining  Egypt  are  well  known  to  us,  and  they 
receive  and  worship  our  revered  9^  deity  Pthah  Am- 
mon,  whose  shrine  is  yearly  borne  in  triumph  from 
great  Thebes  to  Meroe,  the  capital  of  the  Ethiopian 
district,  we  the  priests  accompanying  the  statue  with 
great  rejoicings,  and  remaining  there  twelve  days, 
feasting  and  rendering  the  honours  due  to  the  deity 
around  the  table  of  the  Sun.     The  country  for 
many  days'  journey  beyond  our  frontiers  is  gene- 
rally inhabited  by  a  mixed  black  race,  and  boasts 
of  few  cities  or  magnificent  structures :  these  inha- 
bitants  are  partly  the  common  Ammonians;   but 
among  tliem,  and  holding  supreme  power,  are  the 
Macrobians,  whose  cities  stretch  to  a  great  distance, 
and  who  rule  this  vast  country.     It  appears  from 
the  records  of  the  priests,  that  this  region  was  not 
peopled,  only  first  civilized,  when  their  Macrobian 
forefathers  bore  thither  their  laws  and  customs ;  the 
original  natives  were  ignorant  and  depraved.    All 
traditions  show  that  the  great  empire  now  so  power- 
ful consists  of  a  mixed  race,  formed  of  tribes  that  pro- 
ceeded to  this  vast  district  at  different  periods.   The 
Macrobians  excel  all  nations  in  strength  and  beauty ; 
they  are  also  long-lived,  and  claim  for  themselves 
the  privilege  of  first  peopling  the  earth,  even  of 
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bestowing  on  Egypt  our  god  Osiris,  whom  they 
feign  to  have  led  forth  his  colony  from  among  them. 
Certain  it  is,  that  they  possess  an  intercommunity 
of  many  rites  and  ceremonies  which  accord  with 
ours,  and  also  that  they  worship  some  of  our  deities. 
Adjacent  to  Egypt  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  pro- 
vinces are  intermixed  with  the  Ammonian   race, 
and  both  these  and  the  Macrobians,  who  spread  in- 
ward even  toward  a  vast  illimitable  ocean  on  the 
north,  are,  under  Tirkakeh,  closely  united  to  our 
king.  Their  strength  and  power  in  war  are  wonder- 
fully great,  using  with  ease  a  bow  that  no  Egyptian 
could  bend ;  nor  can  they  be  seduced  by  gold,  for 
they  account  it  a  worthless  metal  compared  with 
brass,  and  even  chain  their  prisoners  with  golden 
chains.     Nature  has  enriched  their  region  with  licr 
most  costly  gifts,  as  they  have  mines  of  gold,  also  of 
emeralds,  and  are  abundantly  supplied  with  that 
rich  metal,  as  well  also  as  precious  stones.     Their 
fertile  lands  along  the  Nile,  with   many  of  their 
islands,  are  appropriated  to  the  temporary  reception 
of  our  forces,  who  here  pass  their  years  of  exile  in 
adorning  the  stream  and  adjacent  islands  with  the 
pyramidal  sacred  edifices  and  temples  of  our  land. 
Numerous  are  the  mountains  which  have  been  ex- 
cavated and  wrought  into  sacred  temples  of  ex- 
quisite beauty  and  fine  dimensions;  and  all  along 
the  shores  arc  pyramids  and  obelisks,  marked  with 
sphinxes,  sure  indications  of  our  arts.    A  residence 
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SO  kind  and  hospitable  never  was  offered,  and  binds 
together  for  ever  the  native  Mizraim  and  the 
Ethiopian  race.  Here  the  Nile  flows  smooth  and 
beautiful,  often  like  a  succession  of  lakes,  orna- 
mented by  green  islands,  and  surrounded  with  ver- 
dure ;  and  amid  these  beauteous  scenes,  far  removed 
from  Egypt,  and  nearer  to  his  great  possessions  of 
the  mines,  and  approximating  to  the  mountains, 
resides  the  king,  with  his  race  of  nobles  and  soldiers, 
eminently  fine  and  manly.  The  grandeur  of  their 
forms,  of  a  clear  glossy  jet  black,  distinguishes  them 
in  every  respect  from  the  Ammonian  race,  by  the 
brightness  of  their  colour,  by  the  open  air  and  re- 
gularity of  their  features,  and  by  the  fineness  of 
their  eyes ;  and  their  noble  sentiments  correspond 
in  all  respects  to  their  natural  advantages,  and  are 
evidenced  in  their  hospitable  reception  of  us  as 
strangers. 

'  Although  these  stately  and  unconquerable  Ethio- 
pians are  black,  some  of  their  Ammonian  subjects 
are  rather  of  a  yellow  complexion,  and  of  extra- 
ordinarv  fleetncss;  these  bear  hunger  and  thirst 
with  great  fortitude,  and  overrun  with  rapidity  in 
forced  marches  the  vast  spaces  of  desert  which  sur- 
round them.  Tliey  are  most  dexterous  in  darting 
their  javehns,  which  are  narrowly  watched  also  by 
their  camels  :  if  they  hit  the  mark,  the  camel  speeds 
onward  at  his  full  bridle;  if  it  has  fallen  uselessly,  the 
camel  bends  his  neck  so  as  to  enable  his  master  to 
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regain  it,  on  full  speed.  These  natives  occupy  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  intermixing  with  our  southern 
provinces,  they  use  the  rites  of  Egypt,  our  hiero- 
glyphic characters,  and  worship  our  sacred  deities, 
offering  human  sacrifices  to  great  Orus  and  to  the 
gods  of  death ;  thus  entering  into  the  horrors  of 
the  cavernous  mysteries.  Amid  these  troglodytes 
was  Tarcos  initiated,  and  hence  imbibed  that  gloomy 
savageness  which  led  to  his  destruction.  Happy 
those  who,  seeing  the  Deity  as  a  god  of  brightness, 
fly  these  dreadful  sacrifices  ! 

'  The  Macrobian  Ethiopians  are  widely  different ; 
for  in  truth  the  stately  Macrobian  warriors  and  the 
Pallic  conquerors  of  this  land  both  at  different  pe- 
riods flowing  southward  from  Caucasus,  draw  their 
extraction  from  one  source.  In  the  remote  annals 
of  Egypt  these  formidable  conquerors  approached 
us  from  the  Arabian  desert,  and  overcame  all  Egypt, 
where  for  many  hundred  years  they  maintained 
their  tyranny ;  but  while  these  governed  our  IMiz- 
raim,  a  branch  of  them  had  seized  on  Elephantine 
and  her  hundred  isles :  here  being  harassed  by  the 
revolts  and  contests  with  our  race,  they  gradually 
withdrew  themselves  into  Ethiopia,  Avhich  they  co- 
lonized ;  and  this  vast  country  also  received  further 
accessions  of  the  same  race  from  the  south,  in  the 
stream  of  conquest  proceeding  onward,  whence  the 
population  of  Ethiopia  doubtless  cannot  be  deemed 
primeval  as  that  of  Egypt ;  yet  may  they  boast  an 
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original  antiquity  beyond  all   lands,  because  the 
regions  Avhence  they  came  hither,  the  Caucasus,  are 
the  mountains  of  our  great  lunar  goddess,  and  were 
the  first  seat  and  residence  of  man.     Thus  truth 
may  shine  through  the  traditions  which  they  boast 
of,  but  w  hich  are  not  their  own,  nor  Afric  Ethiopia's, 
but  truths  of  their  far  distant  country,  of  the  sacred 
mount  and  districts  of  their  forefathers,  whence  they 
sprung,  thus  also  borne,  transplanted  with  them- 
selves, and  are  now  imagined  by  them  to  relate  to 
their  own  land,  and  to  be  of  Ethiopian  character. 
Their  worship  differs  from  ours,  as  does  that  of  the 
usurping  race  now  closing  our  temples  and  defying 
our  gods ;  for  the  Ethiopians  worship  not  the  sacred 
bull,  or  cat,  or  holy  animals,  but  Osiris,  and  Isis, 
and  great  Pthah,  or  Jupiter  Ammon,  as  the  Sun  and 
Moon,  are  the  deities  which  they  adore ;  and  since 
our  residence  among  them,  many  of  our  emblems 
gain  their  respect.    In  long  ages  past,  the  great  war 
and  struggle  which  terminated  in  the  overthrow 
and  violent  expulsion  of  their  race,  then  driven 
northward  into  the  Arabian  desert,  never  led  to 
enmity  or  differences  betwixt  us  and  this  Nileotic 
Ethiopian  race,  thus  ever  experiencing  from  our 
kings  the  kindest  offices  and  exchanges  of  good-will 
and  traffic :  these  tokens  of  friendship,  cemented 
by  alliances  continued  down  successively  betwixt 
us,  have  preserved  to  our  monaich  his  present  use- 
ful, honourable  asylum.' 
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Rameses  heard  with  delight  the  character  given 
to  the  Macrobians ;  and,  desirous  of  fully  estimating 
their  qualities,  requested  a  short  representation  of 
their  soil  and  country,  and  how  far  the  priesthood 
•were  of  equal  knowledge  and  power  as  in  his  own 
land ;  and  above  all,  how  their  armies  Avere  led  and 
organized.  '  Happy  the  race,'  replied  Phritiphanes, 

*  who,  as  the  Ethiopians,  despising  foreign  conquest, 
and  ruling  their  public  actions  by  honour  and  good 
faith,  place  their  strength  in  justice  and  love  of 
peace !  Happy,  and  attached  most  strongly  to  their 
country,  they  maintain  an  honourable  and  lofty  in- 
dependence, which  is  strengthened  among  them- 
selves by  the  immutable  base  on  which  it   rests, 

*  respect  for  the  -'-  rights  of  others.*     While  they 
place  such  immense  deserts  betwixt  their  cities  and 
other  states  as  would  inevitably  destroy  any  armies 
mad  enough  to  advance  against  them ;  if  they  even 
should  survive  these  perils,  how  can  they  resist  a 
people  accustomed  to  dangers,  to  toil,  and  fatigue, 
and  of  incredible  strength  ?     Gold  they  despise  as 
of  no  intrinsic  use,  as  I  before  detailed,  since,  pos- 
sessing mines  of  vast  value  in  that  metal,  they  prize 
only  what  constitutes  their  arms,  aliment,  and  habit, 
the  encouragement  of  their  great  bodily  strength 
and  length  of  life,  existing  commonly  to  a  hundred 
and  twenty  years  9^;  a  privilege  they  are  said  to  enjoy 
from  bathing  frequently  in  a  fountain  of  peculiar 
properties,  most  probably  the  type  of  temperance 
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and  manly  toils.  They  embalm  and  preserve  their 
dead  in  crystal  soroi  or  coffins,  wherein  they  can  be 
seen,  and  are  thus  preserved  from  air  and  decay. 
Their  priests  at  Meroe  assume  the  power  of  order- 
ing by  a  mandate  when  they  think  proper  that  the 
king  shall  ^*  die ;  on  the  receipt  of  which  command, 
considering  it  to  be  the  will  of  the  gods,  and  im- 
pious to  disobey,  he  submits  with  heroic  readiness. 
Their  country  exhibits  a  most  interesting  contrast 
to  our  level  Egyptian  fields  of  grain,  it  being  diver- 
sified with  woods  and  movmtain  scenery.  The 
elements,  departing  from  their  unvarying  uniformity 
within  our  native  valley,  here  roll  in  pealing  thun- 
ders and  flashing  fires;  the  waters  descend  in  rush- 
ing storms  from  frequent- clouded  skies.  Hunting 
the  wild  animals  of  their  forests  is  amone;  the  Ma- 
crobians**  chief  delight ;  here  they  court  danger,  and 
have  an  epitome  of  war  without  its  horrors.  The 
sacred  Nile  becomes  immcdiatel}'  above  Egypt  a 
scene  of  rough  impetuous  cataracts,  where  ledges  of 
enormous  rocks  stretch  across  its  course,  and  nu- 
merous islands  interpose  their  bulk,  amid  and  over 
which  our  river  rushes  with  boiling  violence,  its 
waters  forming  falls  and  cascades  of  much  grandeur. 
Here,  amid  its  roar,  our  warriors  sit  and  gaze  upon 
its  stream  :  pensively  they  eye  its  ever-rapid  waters, 
and  muse  on  Egypt,  on  their  native  land,  through 
"which  it  flows.  The  first  immense  chain  stretches 
in  its  marble  barriers  for  a  schoeni's  space  in  rocky 


HAMESES.  265 

ledges,  grand  and  chaotic.  A  second  mighty  pass 
Nature  has  formed  further  to  the  south,  three- 
fourths  of  which  is  solid  rock.  Here  '  the  pass  of 
waters'  exhibits  to  our  eyes  wonders  and  beauties 
which  astonish  and  amaze.  With  us  the  night  and 
day  pass  on  without  a  change ;  the  Nile  as  a  power- 
ful god  pursues  his  even  unruffled  course ;  annually 

his  waters  bring;  down  to  us  their  load  of  rich  fer- 
es 

tility ;  no  storms  disturb  our  sky,  no  rocks  impede, 
no  changes  of  nature  vary  its  eternal,  constant 
course  under  our  cerulean  sky,  where  the  sun  ever 
shines  with  undimmed  glory ;  but  in  these  scenes  all 
seems  uproar,  turbulence,  and  contest.  The  foam- 
ing cataract  95  pours  over  immense  barriers,  leaps 
from  rock  to  rock,  is  dashed  in  airy  spray,  and  then 
sweeps  by  in  rushing  violence,  to  again  meet  op- 
position, again  be  scattered  to  the  air  and  elements. 
Yet  the  heart,  gazing  thus  upon  the  lasting  struggle, 
feels  more  of  Nature's  greatness,  participant  some- 
what of  the  sublime  which  in  these  scenes  majjni- 
ficent  is  thus  developed.  The  sounds  unearthly 
floating  around,  the  waters'  pealing  voice,  the  echoes 
answering,  the  rocks,  the  falls, — all  have  accordant 
chords  within  us,  which  vibrate  as  if  replying  to 
their  call,  awakening  energies,  sympathies,  imagina- 
tive powers  dormant  in  our  race,  unknown  pcrh.aps 
untouched,  amid  the  in  variableness  and  the  per- 
petual sameness  of  our  heavens  and  earthly  scene. 
.  The  heart  here  expands  with  bold  and  energetic 
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thoughts;  hence  the  sculptured  temples  have  a 
grace  and  beauty  surpassing  most  of  Egypt's  sculp- 
tures. At  Aboccis  9^,  close  to  our  adored  river,  rises 
a  majestic  mountain ;  herein  our  artisans  have  ex- 
cavated a  prodigious  work,  worthy  the  finest  ages 
of  our  arts.  The  colossi  whlcli  front  the  Nile  have 
a  majesty  and  sweetness  which  render  them  at- 
tractive representations  of  the  divine  Horus;  his 
solar  tiara  and  decorations  sculptured  of  a  propor- 
tion to  their  height.  The  entrance  of  the  sanctuary 
equals  those  courts,  so  dear  to  our  remembrance, 
of  Habu  and  Karnak.  Here  the  mighty  temple, 
placed  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth,  shines  with  sculp- 
tured pillars,  having  the  columnar  statue  of  Horus, 
twenty  cubits  in  height,  reaching  to  the  rock  roof 
of  this  grand  excavation ;  and  their  countenances 
smile  in  firm  and  striking  stillness,  as  Avielding  the 
lithuus  they  seem  in  silent  majesty  to  reign  within 
their  hall  of  greatness  hewn  from  the  solid  rock, 
whose  spreading  chambers  and  sanctuary  render  it 
the  favourite  resort  of  our  troops  and  banished  ci- 
tizens. Therein  they  offer  up  their  vows,  and  in  the 
character  of  these  sacred  statues  the  sculptors  have 
accurately  preserved  and  embodied  the  incompara- 
ble serenity  and  mildness  of  the  Mcmnonian  and 
Karnak  contour ;  save  that  the  exile"'s  heart,  un- 
known to  itself,  has  dashed  the  features  with  an  air 
of  pity,  majestic  and  impressively  grave  and  solemn. 
Near  the  rush  of  waters,  pouring  througii  '  the  ut- 
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most  pass,""  is  one  vast  rock  of  granite,  the  golden 
stone,  whereon  ah-eady  are  the  hieroglyphic  cha- 
racters graven,  as  memorials  of  our  stay ;  and  near 
Meroii  are  the  many  rows  of  pyramids,  the  copies 
of  our  mighty  piles,  erected  with  the  same  art,  and 
whereby  each  band  of  Egyptian  troops  is  known, 
they  all  among  their   numerous  divisions  of  the 
200,000  warriors  having  dedicated  each  a  pyramid 
by  universal  consent  to  the  great  Osiris,  to  prosper 
their  fervent  vows  for  his  assistance  to  their  arms, 
and  for  their  restoration  to  their  homes.     Hence 
around,  clusters  of  pyramidal  structures  mark  their 
residence,  which  after-ages  will  find  recorded  by 
these  labours  reaching  onward  throughout  our  pro- 
gress, still  keeping  to  the  stream.     Upon  its  banks 
they  linger,  for  it  breathes  of  Egypt ;  and  as  its 
waters  glide  along  to  visit  Mizraim's  plains  and 
cities,  whereto  their  hearts'  desires  are  knit  by  the 
ties   of  home    and    country,    the   distance   seems 
subdued,  and  their  vows  appear  to  travel  to  tliosc 
relatives  and  friends  who  thus  exist  far  from  them. 
Every  thing  shows  the  heaving  and  action  of  the 
mental  feeling,  demonstrating  that  the  long  absent 
Mizraim  quickens  his  thoughts  of  distant  Egypt. 
Amenophis,  now  partaker  of  all  their  desires,  exerts 
an  energy  superior  to  himself,  and  only  waits  our 
progress  and  encouragement  to  stake  his  life  upon 
the  die,  and  re-enter  Egypt  with  his  armies.    Great 
Osiris,  grant  to  our  prayers  the  hour  of  retribution  ; 
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aid  tlie  arms  and  powers  of  Egypt,  and  rescue  us 
from  slavery.' 

Thus  the  days  of  happhiess  shone  briglitly  while 
Phritiphanes  and  Rameses  awaited  the  call  for  action. 
In  company  with  Nitocris  he  hour  by  hour  expe- 
rienced that  his  most  arduous  task  was  the  behold- 
ing so  much  excellence,  such  visions  of  promised 
happiness,  all  which  his  duty  to  his  country,  liis 
vows  of  placing  his  life  and  energies  upon  its  fate, 
forbade  his  yet  realizing.  To  animate  each  other, 
and  thus  to  prepare  their  souls  for  the  hour  ap- 
proaching, the  hour  inevitable  of  bitter  separation, 
was  now  their  earnest  efforts ;  as  manfully  Ha- 
meses surrendered  himself  to  the  counsels  and  ex- 
hortations of  Phritiphanes,  and  sought  in  his  con- 
verse on  the  Ethiopian  manners  to  soothe  the  fe- 
verish anxiety  of  his  separation,  and  the  deep  men- 
tal wound  its  arrival  must  cause. 

Scarcely  had  their  converse  reached  this  pause, 
when  the  evening's  delicious  coolness  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  agitation  apparent  in  the  slaves,  who 
passed  to  and  fro  rapidly  amid  the  interlacing 
boughs.  The  moon  in  full  brightness  was  pouring 
her  radiance  on  the  spot,  when  Saptha,  her  arm  on 
that  of  Nitocris,  contemplated  the  silvery  front  of 
the  venerable  Phritiphanes  with  expressive  admira- 
tion, and  Rameses,  recovered  in  health,  and  elate 
of  mien,  was  imbibing  fresh  accessions  of  fond  ad- 
miration, strengthened  by  the  daily  conteuiplulion 
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of  the  virtues  and  graces  of  her  he  adored.  As  a 
miser  counts  his  hoard,  and  trembles  lest  it  may 
escape  from  his  sight,  so  was  Rameses,  impressed 
with  a  sentiment  that  they  soon  should  part,  cling- 
ing more  earnestly  to  the  object  of  his  veneration. 
They  now  appeared  grouped  together  in  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  present  enjoyment  being  their  own, 
when  the  moon,  lately  so  bright,  indicated  the  ap- 
proach of  a  dark  and  opaque  spot  growing  on  her 
surface,  and  the  increase  of  its  size  was  manifest  in 
the  terrors  of  their  panic-struck  attendants.  The 
change  taking  place  in  the  night,  as  the  glittering 
flood  of  light  withdrew,  could  not  but  impress  the 
most  intelligent  of  beings  with  some  shade  of 
thought :  even  Phritiphanes  sighed  as  he  hastened 
to  impart  the  wise  calculations  of  their  sacred  col- 
lege, and  to  explain  the  grand  phenomenon.  But 
with  sighs  and  tears  the  slaves  expressed  the  bloody 
preparations  going  on  in  the  chasm  of  Terabiah,  a 
branch  of  the  Arabian  chain,  to  propitiate  their 
favourite  goddess.  '  Whence,'  eagerly  exclaimed 
Rameses,  '  whence  these  preparations  ?''  Ere  an 
answer  was  returned,  a  courier  hastened  forward 
with  the  despatches  from  Sabacon,  declaring  them 
of  high  importance.  Eagerly  questioning  one  of 
the  slaves,  he  expressed  the  horror  with  which  he 
had  witnessed  the  preparations  making  in  the  gorge 
of  a  gloomy  chasm  fronting  the  east  towards  the 
Arabian  plain.     They  said  their  goddess  Isis  would 
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to-night  withdraw  her  face  in  wrath  9',  and  tlicre- 
fore  their  sacrificer  would  lead  the  victim  to  the 
column  of  the  solstitial  shadows,  there  to  reprc^ 
sent  by  his  death  the  opening  of  a  new  cycle. 
*  Merciful  goddess  !  shall  thy  beams  fall  on  innocent 
blood  ?'  lifting  his  eyes  to  the  bright  planet  as  his 
impassioned  soul  spoke  vehemently  the  dictates  of 
his  heart.  Phritiphanes  shook  his  head,  well 
knowing  the  deep  relentless  character  of  these 
gloomy  cave  worshippers,  and  the  dangers  of  any 
interference  to  themselves,  especially  in  their  pre- 
sent state  of  concealment.  Looking  to  Nitocris, 
Rameses  with  delight  saw  amid  her  terrors  the 
smile  of  encouragement,  as  ho  expressed  a  desire  of 
interrupting  and  forbidding  the  dreadful  ccremon}^ 
The  queen  would  have  dissuaded  him,  but  the 
heroic  firmness  of  purpose  which  made  Nitocris 
forbear,  restrained  also  her  voice.  The  darkness 
waxed  onward  on  the  planet,  and  Rameses,  seizing 
a  flaming  brand  and  waving  a  farewell,  rushed  into 
the  dark  and  subterraneous  passages.  His  rapid  eager 
steps  hurried  through  the  vaulted  caverns:  scarcely 
could  the  utmost  speed  of  his  faithful  slave  track 
his  footsteps.  Hastening  onward,  they  now  emerged 
within  a  darkling  cave,  and  climbing  up  its  rugged 
scarped  front,  he  reached  a  butting  precipice, 
whence,  on  a  prominent  crag,  he  looked  over  and 
shuddered  at  the  dread  objects  opened  to  his  gaze. 
The  whole  scene  was  one  ol"  startling  grandeur.    A 
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mass  of  rocks  lay  wildly  scattered — rough  beetling 
piles,  the  centre  towering  high  above  his  head  their 
bristling  tops,  wholly  inaccessible;  their  steeps 
dangerous  even  to  the  goats  around.  Nearly 
mid  way  to  their  summit  ran  a  small  space  of  un- 
dulating rock,  as  of  a  table  land  whereon  he  stood, 
breaking  off  in  numerous  steep  ravines  and  deep 
precipitous  chasms  to  the  sands  below.  A  tuft  of 
dooms  and  sycamores  here  and  there  sheltered  the 
peasants'  huts,  wrapt  now  nearly  in  darkness,  for 
the  moon,  which  so  lately  spread  her  beams  in 
lustre,  at  this  moment  was  nearly  merged  in  deep 
eclipse.  In  the  vale  below  the  ridge  on  which 
now  stood  Raraeses  wavin^j  to  and  fro  his  blazing; 
brand,  appeared  a  group  of  fierce  and  fui-ious 
Arabians,  who  were  surrounding  a  betylum  stone 
lighted  by  torches  of  resinous  woods  stuck  in 
the  clefts,  wearing  masks  of  lions  and  panthei's, 
enacting  their  wild  orgies  with  dissonant  noise. 
A  large  fire  blazed  in  front,  and  a  fair  dejected 
youth,  his  arms  tied  and  bosom  and  chest  bare, 
was  securely  fastened  to  the  erect  stone.  A  priest 
beating  a  tambour,  tossing  it  wildly  in  the  air, 
(while  numerous  bystanders  shook  their  torches  and 
shed  a  shower  of  burning  sparkles  allaround)  wasper- 
forming  his  maddening  incantations,  pointing  to  the 
waning  moon  now  about  to  sink  in  darkness,  waving 
it  over  the  wretched  victim's  head.  As  Ramcscs 
dreaded  to  move,  lest  in  the  short  period  of  his 
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descent  the  fatal  purpose  might  be  perpetrated,  a 
poor  weeping  boy  crept  to  his  feet:  his  splendid 
dress  and  vestments  and  the  grandeur  of  his  mien, 
joined  to  the  agonizing  tone  of  his  sensations,  made 
the  boy  hope  and  trust  that  the  great  deity  of  his 
vows  was  descended  thus  to  save,  as  he  explained 
that  these  Arabians  of  savage  character,  and  recently 
come  to  their  neiglibourhood  from  some  distant  spot, 
allured  by  the  troubles  and  spoils  of  Egypt,  had 
torn  his  brother  from  his  paternal  home,  and  pre- 
pared to  sacrifice  him  to  the  stern  goddess  of  their 
adoration.  As  he  spoke,  Rameses  beheld  with 
horror  their  bows  drawn  at  full  stretch,  and  pointed 
at  their  victim's  heart.  Waving  his  brand,  that  in 
its  swift  circle  it  appeared  a  blaze  of  flame,  *  Stay 
your  murderous  hands !'  he  sent  in  thundering 
echoes  down  the  deep  ravine.  They  upward  gazed, 
and  saw  a  stranger  of  august  figure,  shining  in 
white,  the  sacred  fillet  binding  his  brow — a  bright 
torch  in  his  hand.  The  rock  was  smooth  and  high 
— it  towered  a  frowning  steep ;  but  liameses,  bent  on 
preservation  of  the  wretched  victim,  and  fearless  of 
danger,  perceived  and  weighed  the  possibility  of 
seizing  on  the  vast  branch  of  a  gigantic  fig,  whidi 
threw  its  broad  leaves  and  large  curvature  of  limb 
around  a  ledge  of  rock,  mid  way  in  the  descent. 
Light  as  the  airy  falcon  stoops  to  her  prey,  he 
darted  from  the  height,  and  dropt  amid  its  leaves; 
seizing  with  bold  and  nervous  arm  the  spreading 
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bouglis,  then  swinging  for  a  second  to  regain  his 
breath,  lie  again  ventured  on  a  bound,  and  lighted 
amid  their  circle — wrapt  in  amaze,  and  contem- 
plating him  as  an  emanation  of  the  gods.  I'he 
moment  that  he  reached  the  earth,  the  moon  wholly 
veiled  her  face,  and  the  terrified  and  amazed  mystics 
fled  to  their  caves,  their  torches  half  extinguished  in 
tlieir  fright;  when,  hastening  to  the  scarcely  breath- 
ing victim,  he  cut  his  bonds,  exclaiming,  '  Fly  for 
thy  life,  and  follow  me  !'  Then  turning  quickly  to 
a  scarcely  practicable  track,  he  disappeared  with  the 
interesting  boy,  and  ere  the  few  moments  of  their 
terror  were  past,  or  the  sacrlficers  had  renewed 
their  rites  recovering  from  their  panic,  the  moon, 
emerging  from  her  late  eclipse,  displayed  ascending 
upward  the  being  whose  boldness  and  heroic  form 
had  so  daunted  them,  now  leading  off  in  safety 
him  they  so  savagely  had  decreed  to  die. 

A  shower  of  arrows  warned  Rameses  and  the 
youth  of  their  enemies'  hostility,  but  soon  they  were 
beyond  their  power ;  when,  crossing  toward  the 
valley,  they  perceived  that  its  secret  way  was 
barred  to  them,  the  ravines  being  filled  with  these 
raging  bloody  votaries  of  the  cavern  rites.  The  now 
united  brothers  wept  over  the  feet  of  their  powerful 
preserver,  and  themselves  bold  and  active  of  limb, 
pointed  out  a  shelving  ridge  which  effectually 
screened  them  from  the  pursuit  and  malice  of  the 
enemy ;  while  the  slave  of  llamcscs  undertook  by 
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himself  to  penetrate  into  the  cave^  and  acquaint 
those  within  of  his  adventure. 

The  youths  whose  hves  he  thus  had  pre- 
served were  Mizraim  brethren  of  Gournou,  ac- 
quainted with  every  route  and  track  around.  Be- 
reaved of  their  father  through  the  tyranny  of 
the  enemy,  their  only  parent  often  sighed  at  the 
penury  of  their  lot ;  and  thus  destitute  and  wander- 
ing, their  well  made  muscular  forms  and  handsome 
features  had  made  them  the  victims  of  the  san- 
guinary adorers  of  the  bloody  goddess :  being  now 
bereaved  of  home  and  parent,  tliey  endeavoured  to 
gain  the  protecting  arm  of  him  who  so  feelingly 
saved  them,  so  that  they  learnt  with  grateful  rap- 
ture that  destiny  now  called  their  preserver  to  the 
Libyan  deserts,  whose  tracks  and  ways  they  were 
well  acquainted  with  ;  for  the  claims  of  Sabacon 
were  for  help  and  succour,  he  having  secured  the 
island  of  Prosopotis  and  cut  off  the  great  city  of  Sais, 
and  the  northern  course  of  the  Nile.  As  this  de- 
cisive measure  kindled  the  war  in  Lower  Egypt, 
and  drew  on  Sabacon  the  whole  weight  of  the 
Pallic  armies,  he  eagerly  solicited  the  co-operation  of 
Rameses  and  of  the  province  of  Memphis,  wherein 
his  name  was  still  adored.  Startled  at  these  tidings 
and  notes  of  war,  Rameses  watched  eagerly  the 
passes,  but  saw  them  still  beset  by  the  suspicious 
Arabs  of  the  desert,  so  as  to  forbid  his  return  into 
the  cave,  and  receiving  the  council  of  Phritiphanes, 
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Amid  tlicsc  perplexing  cares  two  tlays  passed 
by,  and  liis  heart  rent  with  anguisli  in  this  sudden 
call  at  the  invaluable  importance  of  each  mo- 
ment's flight,  he  resolved  to  sacriPce  himself  and 
dearest  hopes,  and  hasten  towards  the  Delta ;  but  how 
approach  its  confines,  beset  with  swarming  foes  ?  The 
desert  only  was  open  ;  and  the  daring  courage  of  the 
youth  whom  he  had  preserved,  acquired  for  him  tlie 
direction  of  Phritiphanes ;  v,ho  here  exerted  his  su- 
perior power,  commanding  his  emissaries  to  open  and 
secure  to  him  the  track  through  the  Oasis :  all  these 
interestinff  isles  of  the  desert  bein";  under  his  in- 
fluence,  Rameses  through  their  untrodden  route 
might  safely  join  the  successful  band  of  Sabacon. 

The  appearance  of  dangers  elevated  the  hopes  and 
feelings  of  his  heart :  they  had  been  hitherto  the 
sure  companions  of  his  path  ;  they  displayed  the 
energies  inherent  in  his  mind ;  and  althoufvh  softness 
also  blended  in  his  love  of  Nitocris,  not  trusting 
himself  again  in  the  dear  intercourse  which  had 
formed  the  irrevocable  bond  of  happiness,  he  hastily 
prepared  his  plans,  and  resolutely  withdrew  himself 
from  these  happy  scenes.  Sending  liis  anxious 
farewell,  he  exchanged  the  blissful  asylum  wherein 
he  had  been  sheltered  for  a  stern  encounter  with 
the  storms  of  fate.  It  had  been  to  him  a  valley  of 
serene  peace,  such  peace  as  never  encircled  his  path 
of  life  since  the  moment  of  his  first  call  to  the  halls 
of  Karnak ;    but,  however  the   heart  would  have 
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lingered  in  its  affections  around  these  delicious 
haunts,  his  country's  call  no  sooner  sounded,  than 
lie  hastened  to  raise  his  arm  in  the  grand  struggle 
impending.  To  Nitocris,  it  was  an  hour  of  un- 
mixed bitterness :  she  had  lost  him  once,  and  no 
sooner  had  he  parted,  than  the  wild  alarms  of  war 
reported  him  as  slain  and  gone  for  ever !  Having 
experienced  the  desolating  thought  of  losing  him  for 
ever,  she  could  not  resist  the  dread  and  fear  of  its 
again  recurring,  especially  as  the  intercommunion 
of  soul  which  had  followed  their  happy  residence 
in  the  valley  had  presented  Rameses  to  her  view, 
now  again  revived  and  restored,  adorned  with  qua- 
lities more  refined,  more  touching,  than  even  in  the 
first  hours  of  their  ripening  affection  ;  as  they  also 
evidenced  the  traits  of  his  valour  and  illustrious 
character.  Even  so  these  bright  and  excellent  qua- 
lities were  to  shine  out  and  allure  the  Egyptian  race 
to  that  effort  of  true  patriotism  and  devotion  to  their 
injured  land,  which  none  but  Rameses  could  have 
encouraged  them  to  exert  for  the  deliverance  of  their 
country. 

The  midnight  hour  saw  Rameses  with  the  poor 
youths  he  had  saved  and  his  conductor  embarking 
on  the  Nile,  and  ascending  its  stream  unnoticed  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  Esne:  hence,  they  inmie- 
diately  entered  on  the  great  desert.  The  track 
they  were  about  to  pass,  beyond  the  immediate  con- 
fines of  the  Pallic   power,  was  peopled    by    the 
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Ethiopian  blacks  of  the  mixed  Ammonian  race, 
and  accordingly  their  devotion  to  the  Osiric  rites 
had  placed  their  priesthood  under  the  great  pontiff 
of  Thebes :  themselves  thus  being  adorers  of  divine 
Osiris,  an  intimation  of  his  minister's  will  was  in- 
stantly obeyed  ;  for  five  days  the  deserts  spread  their 
immense  tracks  of  sand  with  little  hillocks  scattered 
over  the  soil,  wherein  were  interspersed  numberless  ^^ 
shells  and  fossil  echini ;  even  in  these  wilds  recalling 
the  grand  epoch  when  the  deluge  of  Typhon's  rage 
swept  over  these  arid  plains,  and  here  amid  cal- 
careous rocks  and  burning  sands  deposited  these 
tokens  of  its  streams.  Often  in  the  mid-day's 
powerful  heats  the  mirage  floated  around,  so  fas- 
cinating and  deceptive,  so  powerful,  that,  gazing  on 
the  illusion,  no  eye  could  recognise  its  fallacy. 

At  length  they  arrived  at  Beyris,  fifteen  leagues 
from  Esne:  here  the  doom,  the  date,  and  cypress 
gave  a  cooling  shade,  and  some  springs  refreshed 
the  meagre  fields  of  grain  around,  but  in  such 
scanty  measure,  that  each  proprietor  could  have  a 
bare  and  limited  pittance  only  of  its  streams:  but 
unhealthy  as  its  waters  were,  impoverished  as  their 
means,  the  inhabitants  here  abode  in  a  tranquillity 
most  happy,  when  contrasted  by  the  oppressions  of 
the  Egyptian  land.  Here  in  the  neighbouring  sjiot 
a  temple  of  great  Osiris  invited  his  votaries,  nor 
had  the  Pallic  arm  of  power  stretched  hither  to 
close  its  portals.    Bearing  Irom  Ethiopia  their  arts, 
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they  displayed  great  ingenuity  in  the  glass  where- 
with they  enriched  the  shrine,  also  by  various 
paintings  of  the  hieroglyphic  symbols  stained  on  its 
crystal  surface,  inlaid  also  with  pearls,  and  em- 
bossed with  gold  and  silver.  Rameses  rejoiced  again 
to  bring  thus  his  offerings  to  the  deity  of  his  most 
earnest  trust. 

Journeying  onward  to  El  Kargeh,  the  capital  of 
the  great  Oasis,  ihelr  route  lay  in  an  immense 
valley, — the  high  western  ridge  being  of  free-stone, 
and  the  eastern  ridge  calcareous.  Temples  appeared 
at  different  stations,  and  in  Boulaq  the  hidden  cham- 
ber of  the  sanctuary  was  entered  by  Rameses:  it 
had  been  despoiled  by  some  sudden  inroad  from  the 
desert,  and  the  Ammonians  had  not  yet  repaired 
their  temple,  the  interior  walls  of  which  were 
enriched  with  hieroglyphics. 

Khargeh,  eighteen  leagues  south  of  Beyris,  af- 
forded Rameses  some  repose.  Here  the  Ammonians, 
mild  and  friendly,  soothed  his  worn  frame ;  and  he 
received  news,  while partakingoftheirhospitablekind- 
ness,  from  his  friends  with  Amenophis,  by  a  caravan 
arriving  from  Meroe  laden  with  ivory,  gold,  and  fea- 
thers ;  whence  these  Egyptian  officers, despatched  by 
Amenophis,  were  bearers  of  assurances  of  the  renewed 
spirits  and  ardour  of  all  his  forces  to  co-operate  with 
any  efforts  of  his  fliithful  Mizraim.  Great  was  the 
delight  of  Rameses,  to  feel  himself  thus  once  more 
associated  with  his  own  countrymen,  however  limited 
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in  number,  nor  was  their  admiration  less,  at  thus  re- 
cognising the  hero,  who  under  all  the  depressing 
events  had  so  heroically  fought  for  Egypt.  Pro- 
mising implicit  obedience  to  his  orders,  the  small 
and  gallant  band  immediately  arranged  themselves 
as  his  followers,  while  their  conductor  hither  was 
instantly  despatched  to  Phritiphanes  with  the  en- 
couraging news  of  their  progress.  Long  and  ar- 
dently did  the  Egyptian  warriors  pour  forth  their 
joyous  gratulations  as  they  journeyed  :  and  first 
they  entered  in  solemn  silence  the  fine  temple  to 
Osiris  which  El  Khargeh  possesses:  its  grandeur 
and  magnificence  give  it  a  title  to  rank  with  the  mo- 
numents  of  the  Thebaide.  The  sacred  pile  contains 
twenty-four  columns,  and  in  front  of  the  sanctuary 
appears  a  hall  supported  with  four  columns,  en- 
riched with  hieroglyphics,  excavated  and  sculptured 
in  relief,  and  covered  witli  paintings  lively  and  bril- 
liant. The  whole  temple  is  richly  covered  with  ma- 
jestic symbols,  and  around  it  bloom  the  citron  and  the 
doom,  the  towering  palm  wreathed  with  the  acacia 
flowers,  while  a  stream  spreads  its  flowing  waters 
round  their  roots,  and  this  beauteous  contrast  with  the 
boundless  solitudes  of  the  desert,  the  singing  of  birds, 
and  grateful  verdure  near  such  dreary  sands,  diff"uses 
a  brighter  charm  over  the  vegetation  of  the  spot. 
Having  amid  its  sanctuary  (where  Osiris  m  state  is 
sculptured  receiving  offerings)  laid  before  his  awful 
figure  the  willing  homage  of  their  grateful  minds, 
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Rameses,  now  once  more  armed  for  war,  no  longer 
concealed    his  rank   or  name.     The   disguise,  al- 
though prudent  and  imperative,  had  ever  been  to 
his   manly   nature  most  irksome:    henceforth   he 
stood  in  arms,  again  the  champion  of  his  country. 
The  same  night,  eager  to  gain  intelligence,  they 
urged  onward  their  camels  brought  from  the  neigh- 
bouring stations  of  the  celebrated  Hedjin^^  race,  fleet 
as  the  winds ;  upon  which,  taking  their  route  to- 
ward the  lake  of  Mceris  to  avoid  the  stations  of 
their  enemies,  rapidly  they  sped  on,  regardless  of 
the    scorching   sun    by   day    or   dews    by   night. 
Hastening  forward  amid  these  scenes  of  wild  and 
awful  dreariness,  where  the  blazing  sunbeams  dry 
up  the  whole  surface  of  the  earth,  they  at  length 
found  that  they  had  passed  nearly  the  extent  of 
the  great  desert,  and  drew  near  the  solemn  spot; 
and  soon  the  magnificent  lake  of  Mceris  as  a  vast 
sea  appeared  within  their  view.     Wheeling  rapidly 
round  its  eastern  limits,  Rameses  and  his  followers 
traversed  its  awful  banks  under  the  shades  of  the 
wild  and  magnificent  mountains,  skirting  its  waters 
until  they  reached  the  solemn  gorge  and  defile  by 
Avhich  the  funeral  processions  enter  on  the  lake  and 
approach  the  temple  of  Hecate.     It  was  quite  de- 
serted, and  the  lake  appeared  spread  as  usual  with 
its  numerous  tribes  of  water-fowl,  but  no  sign  of 
human  being  could  be  discerned.     The  dazzling 
white  plumage  of  the  stately  pelican,  still  as  before. 
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floated  along ;    also  the  lieron  and  the  scarlet  fla- 
mingo of  the  lake  kept  their  station  on  its  waters. 
Nature  spi'ead  her  bounteous  feast  as  usual  for  the 
instinctive  sagacity  of  all  her  numerous  tribes ;  but 
man,  the  governor  of  all,   was   nowhere  present; 
and   so  deep  and   solemn  was  the    stillness,  that 
Rameses  could  have  deemed  it  was  the  same  hour 
of  morn  as  when  himself  and   Sabacon  prepared 
the   sacrifice   in   honour  of  Serapis   following  his 
father's  recent  interment.     As  his  eyes  wandered 
in  the  direction  where  stood  the  pile  which  thus 
contained  the  form  of  his  revered  illustrious  parent, 
nature  dropped  her  tribute  to  his  loss;    but  the 
hour  of  action,  the  peril  of  their  station  forbade  all 
stay.     Offering  a  deprecatory  prayer  to  the  dread 
goddess  of  the  shades,  whose  black  portal  frowned 
befoi-e   them,  himself  and   party   slowly  ascended 
the  ravine  toward  the  well-known  woodman's  hut. 
A  murmuring  sound  announced  that  it  was  tenanted, 
and  Rameses,  ere  they  were  discovered  by  its  pos- 
sessors, winded  gently  the  agreed  signal  which  he 
had  learned  in  other  times;    it,  however,   served 
him  well ;  for  the  door  hastily  flew  open,  and  in  a 
disguise    impenetrable  to   any    common  observer, 
habited  as  a  labourer  of  the  woods,  rushed  forth 
Betis.     His  surprise,  delight,  and  amazement,  to 
behold  his  master  richly  clad  in  arms,  leading  a 
few  exalted  soldiers  of  corresponding  energy,  was 
such  as  almost  bereft  him  of  utterance.     At  leniith. 
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as  if  to  satisfy  his  yearning  soul  of  his  identity, 
flying  toward  his  camel,  he  clasped  his  flowing 
vesture  to  his  beating  heart ;  then  again,  running 
his  eyes  in  eager  haste  over  his  cherished  well- 
known  features,  he  exclaimed,  *  Fly,  instantly  fly 
from  these  most  terrible,  most  dangerous  abodes ! — 
death  hovers  over  us — the  enemy  are  all  around — 
one  hour  more,  and,  Betis  being  gone,  you  all  had 
been  too  late. — Now,  oh  happy  thought !  Betis  is 
here,  and  will  lead  you  hence  to  safety — to  the 
deserts  of  the  Natron  Lakes:  there  can  we  find 
refuge,  and  there  hear  of  Sabacon !' 

Whistling  a  shrill  sound,  soon  they  heard  a 
rapid  tramp,  and  a  conductor  mounted  brought  up 
a  rough  and  bony  steed,  on  which  Betis  vaulted, 
and,  waving  to  them  to  follow  him,  rushed  at  full 
speed  into  the  desert,  closely  tracked  by  Rameses 
and  his  gallant  band,  the  Egyptian  warriors  and 
the  two  Mizraim  youths. 


NOTES. 


(1)  The  delineation  of  the  cave  and  its  interior  paintings  is  copied 
from  an  excellent  article  on  the  decorations  of  the  Memphian  tombs 
in  the  Quarterly  Review,  vol.  xix  p.  403.  No  subjects  can  be 
more  touching  than  the  actual  point  of  thought  on  death  and  its  dark 
mansion,  among  a  people  so  celebrated  as  the  Egyjitians,  and  the  detail 
of  this  sepulchre  is,  in  every  point,  a  faitiiful  representation  of  existing 
specimens. 

(2)  The  ancient  doctrine  of  the  soul  reuniting  itself  to  the  body,  if 
the  latter  be  presen-ed  pure  and  untainted  for  a  long  period  of  years, 
(3000  years)  as  named  by  Diodorus,  induced  the  Egyptians  to  view 
the  body  as  an  empty  casket  despoiled  of  its  precious  jewel,  and  await- 
ing  its  restoration. 

(3)  The  earth,  as  a  recipient-— See  Plutarch,  Isis  and  Osiris,  74. 

(4)  These  Typhonic  details  of  sepulchral  decoration  belong  to  the 
tomb  of  Psammis,  or  rather  of  Necho,  exhibited  by  Mr.  Belzoni.  The 
undoubted  identity  of  this  tomb,  and  the  multitude  and  importance  of 
its  symbols,  renders  their  loss  a  serious  privation  to  the  follower  of 
Egyptian  studies,  in  its  exhibition  being  withdrawn  from  England. 

(5)  Quarterly  Review,  vol.  xix.  p.  403. 

(6)  Tiic  soul  of  Necho  presented  to  the  deities  of  Egypt  in  the 
chamber  of  the  tomb,  as  exhibited. 


2SI<  NOTES. 

(1)  In  the  tomb  of  Necho  these  representations  followecl  the 
sacrifice  and  favourable  award  of  the  judgment  in  the  grave,  and  appear 
connected  with  life  and  happiness. 

(8)  The  kindred  tenets  of  Egj'pt,  India,  and  Greece,  link  together 
data  of  peculiar  interest,  which  can  be  only  opened  in  the  following  ex- 
tracts, inferring  the  unity  of  character,  in  Osiris  or  Maneros,  the  Indian 
Cupid,  and  the  Greek  deity. 

Chaos,  of  all  the  origin,  gave  birth 

First  to  her  offspring  the  wide  bosom'd  earth. 

The  abodes  of  hell  from  the  same  fountain  rise, 

A  gloomy  land  that  subterranean  lies ; 

And  hence  does  Love  his  ancient  lineage  trace, 

Excelling  fair  of  all  th'  immortal  race. 

Hesiod's  Theogony. 

*  Chaos  existed  first,  and  night  and  black  Erebus,  and  spacious  Tartarus. 
And  there  was  neither  air,  nor  earth,  nor  heaven.  Tiien  Night,  ciothed 
in  sable  plumage,  in  the  boundless  bosom  of  Erebus  first  brought  forth 
an  egg  spontaneously  conceived,  from  which,  in  the  revolution  of  ages, 
sprang  the  beautiful  Eros  or  Love,  resplendent  with  golden  pinions, 
swift  as  the  whirlwinds.'  Thus  also  in  the  Orphic  hymns,  Phanes  is 
described  as  being  born  by  Erebus  and  Chaos  from  an  egg,  and  with 
beautiful  wings,  and  is  the  same  personage  as  Love  or  Eros. — Birds  of 
Aristophanes. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  personage  as  an  allegory,  we  perceive 
his  manifest  distinction  from  the  urchin  described  as  the  son  of  Venus, 
and  the  deadly  archer  Cupid.  In  this  ancient  fragment,  Eros  appears 
as  the  great  father  of  our  race  after  the  deluge,  or  chaos  and  darkness, 
emerging  from  the  ark  or  egg,  its  constant  symbol,  into  the  light  of 
day,  and  begetting  our  race ;  for  the  same  fragments  declare  the  race 
of  mortals  to  have  proceeded  from  Eros. 

Of  the  same  mystical  Eros,  but  referring  to  the  conjunctive  clia- 
racier  of  interment,  mourning,  and  death,  identified  with  his  entrance 
into  and  confmcment  in  the  ark,  arc  the  following  narratives  of  He- 
rodotus and  I'luturch. 
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Among  other  customs,  the  Egyptians  sing  the  song  of  Linus,  as  is 
sung  by  the  Phenicians,  Cyprians,  &c.  I  confess  my  surprise  whence 
the  Egyptians  had  this  knowledge  of  Linus,  because  they  seem  to  have 
celebrated  him  from  time  immemorial.  The  Egyptians  call  him  Ma- 
neros,  and  say  he  was  the  only  son  of  the  first  of  their  kings. — Hero- 
dotus Euterpe. 

To  this  song  Plutarch  refers,  connecting  Osiris  with  it,  as  he  observes 
that  sacred  dirge  or  lamentation  which  they  make  over  Osiris,  '  bewail- 
ing him  who  was  born  on  the  right  side  of  the  world,  and  who  perished 
on  the  left;'  Isis  and  Osiris,  42;  clearly  alluding  to  the  idea  of  his 
great  prototype  having  seen  two  worlds,  tlie  cine  previously  to  the  en- 
trance into  the  ark,  or  the  right;  the  otiier,  the  post-diluvian  world,  of 
which  he  became  the  head  and  father.  Hesiod  also,  he  says,  alluding 
to  the  doctrine  of  two  principles,  has  it  in  view,  when  he  supposes 
Chaos  and  Earth,  and  Tartarus  and  Love  (or  Eros),  to  be  the  ori- 
gin or  first  elements  of  all  things ;  if  we  substitute  Isis  in  the  place 
of  the  Earth,  Osiris  for  Love  (or  Eros),  and  Typhon  for  Tartarus. — 
Isis  and  Osiris,  79. 

Thus  Maneros,  or  the  Egyptian  Cupid,  is  Osiris  compelled  by 
the  dilu\nan  Typhon  to  enter  the  ark,  whereby  he  became  the  god  of 
death,  and  as  in  the  Orphic  liymn  .S7.  5,  he  is  represented  having  the 
keys  of  the  universe,  and  alike  presiding  over  the  sea,  and  air,  and 
earth,  having  equal  power  in  Hades,  being  a  double  divinity;  Maneros 
being  equivalent  to  Cupid  CEros)  the  Menu:  and  the  lamentation  of 
the  Egyptian  women  over  Maneros  is  precisely  the  universal  rites  of 
the  pagan  world,  as  in  Osiris,  Adonis  or  Thammuz,  Attis  and 
Dionusus. 

The  death  of  the  Indian  Cupid  previously  to  his  enclosure  in  an  ark 
and  being  set  afloat  on  the  ocean,  is  tlius  lamented  by  his  consort 
Kheti :  and  the  sweetest  measures  of  Sanscrit  bear  the  name  of 
Rhetis'  Dirge — As.  Res.  iii.  1 87.  As  the  three  concluding  syllables, 
camsciia  om  pacsha,  are  clearly  Sanscrit,  derived  from  tlie  East,  and 
used  for  ages  as  the  concluding  and  most  sacred  part  of  the  Lleusinian 
mysteries,  which  were  drawn  from  and  grounded  upon  the  Egyptian 
mysteries  of  Isis,  may  not  the  lamentations  of  Maneros  and  of 
Linus,  equally  unknown  to  both  these  nations,  likewise  be  the  Sanscrit 
numbers  of  the  dirge  of  llheti? 

(9)  Tiius  Plutarch,  in  Isis  and  Osiris,  p.  75,  speaking  of  the  soul  ofOsi- 
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ris,  that  it  is  eternal  and  incorrtiptible,  saj's.for  tliat  Being  of  wliose  es- 
sence it  is  to  exist,  to  be  intelligent,  and  to  be  good,  is  so  far  from  being 
corruptible,  that  he  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  least  degree  of  mutability  from 
the  evil  principle  or  Tvphon;  which,  however,  he  proceeds  to  say, 
acts  upon  and  defaces  often  those  forms  and  likenesses  which  material 
nature  hath  taken  off  as  it  were  from  him  and  received  upon  herself, 
as  the  impressions  of  a  seal  upon  wax  are  not  permanent  or  ever- 
lasting. 

(10)  Greenhill,  in  his  curious  treatise  on  embalming,  has  many  par- 
ticulars upon  this  point :   the  lamp  is  described  page  335. 

(11)  These  details  are  grounded  upon  a  representation  of  the 
mummy  at  Newcastle,  of  which  an  excellent  print  is  given  in  the 
Magazine  of  that  town. 

(12)  The  conjunction  of  Serapis  and  Anubis  is  a  specimen  of  tiie 
Egyptian  doctrine  of  death.  Osiris,  Plutarch  says,  is  the  same  as 
Serapis ;  it  is  also  the  name  of  those  who  have  changed  their  nature, 
and  are  initiated  into  the  mj-steries  of  Osiris.  Phylarchus,  he  tells  us, 
says,  that  Serapis  signifies,  '  him  who  disposed  the  universe  into  its 
present  beautiful  order;'  he  also  says,  '  it  means  the  sepulchral  chest 
(the  tomb  of  the  pyramid)  wherein  the  body  of  Apis  after  his  death  is 
deposited.'  The  priest  told  Plutarch,  that  Serapis  is  the  union  of 
Osiris  and  Apis  into  one  word ;  and  that  it  should  be  interpreted  to 
express  joy  and  gladness,  as  Serapis  is  styled  '  tiic  son  of  cheerfulness, 
and  a  kind  and  gentle  deity  to  all  such  as  come  unto  him.'  Agreeably 
with  which  idea  of  death,  the  bright  and  brilliant  appearance  and  de- 
corations of  the  Egyptian  sepulchres  fully  accord.  Anubis,  Plutarch 
says,  means  time,  which  begets  all  things  out  of  itself,  and  bears  them 
within  itself  as  in  a  tomb. — tsisand  Osiris,  GO. 

(13)  Belzoni  takes  notice  of  tiie  discovery  of  many  statues  so 
covered  as  to  convey  the  impression,  that  they  were  secreted  by  the 
priests  to  preserve  them  from  destruction.  lu  the  fragments  of 
Manetlio  respecting  Amenophis,  particular  stress  is  laid  on  his  in- 
junctions to  the  priesthood,  to  secrete  ami  bury  the  gods.  The  ob. 
servation  is  so  far  useful,  as  showing  their  national  custom  upon  the 
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approach  of  invasion,  and  that  the  statues  so  discovered  by  Mr.  Belzoni 
had  been  probably  hidden  at  the  era  of  the  Persian  conquest. 

(14)  La  plupart  des  rois  ont  ete  si  cheris  des  peuples,  que  chacun 
pleuroit  leur  mort  autant  que  celle  du  son  pere,  ou  de  ses  enfans. — 
Bossuet,  Hist.  Univ.  vol.  ii.  p.  179. 

(15)  Ceux  qui  nesavcnt  pas  jusqu'a  quel  point  on  peut  menager  la 
terre,  prennent  pour  fables  ce  qu'on  raconte  du  nonibre  des  villes 
d'Egypte. — Idem.  Herod,  lib.  ii.    Diod.  lib.  i.  sect.  2. 

( I S)  This  peculiarity  of  the  atmosphere  to  form  clouds  and  threat- 
ening storms,  which  fade  and  disappear  again  without  falling  in  rain,  is 
noticed  by  many  travellers. 

(17)  That  the  caves  furnished  habitations  suited  to  the  gloomy 
feelings  of  the  native  Egyptians  has  been  inferred  by  numerous 
writers  from  observing  the  immense  number  of  those  cavernous 
retreats. 

(18)  L'Egypte  etait  en  effet  la  plus  beau  pays  de  I'univers,  la  plus 
abondant  par  la  nature,  le  mieux  cultive  par  I'art,  le  plus  riche,  le  plus 
commode,  et  le  plus  orne  par  les  soins  et  la  magnificence  de  ses  Rois. 
— Bossuet,  183,  vol.  ii. 

( 19)  The  subject  of  castes,  in  Diod.  lib,  i.  sect.  2. 

(20)  Isis  and  Osiris,  p.  71.  87.  92.  102,  where  this  line  of  reason- 
ing is  maintained. 

(21)  Memphis  with  its  mounds  is  described  with  a  sagacity  which 
settles  the  dubious  question  of  its  site;  in  Geography  of  Herodotus  by 
Rennell,  .501.  It  is  said  to  have  been  a  city  of  150  stadia,  or  at  least 
14  English  miles  in  circumference.— Rennell's  Geo.  of  II.  495. 

(22)  Herodotus  says,  that  Menes  threw  up  a  mound  of  100 
stadia,  or  about  ten  English  miles  in  length,  stretching  towards 
the  south,  which  dried  up  that  part  of  the  Nile. — Euterpe  He- 
rodotus. 
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(23)  Mcnes  efTectually  detached  the  ground  on  which  Memphis 
stood  from  the  water;  he  constructed  the  mounds,  and  turned  the 
course  of  the  Nile :  if  the  river  were  to  break  its  banks,  Mempliis 
would  be  ruined.  He  formed  lakes  on  the  north  and  west,  totn- 
municating  with  the  river.  The  consequences  foreseen  by  Herodotus 
have  exactly  occurred  ;  Memphis  is  overwhelmed. 

(24)  The  city  being  conveniently  situated  at  the  head  of  the 
river,  commands  all  the  shipping  that  sail  up  it,  and  is  exceed- 
ing strong,  the  Nile  flowing  round  the  ramparts. — Diod.  Bk.  1. 
ch.  4. 

The  kings  of  Egypt  made  it  their  business  to  enlarge  it,  and  to 
beautify  it  with  royal  palaces,  and  ports,  and  arsenals. — Diod.  Bk.  1 . 
ch.  4. 

Menes  erected  a  magnificent  temple  in  honour  of  Vulcan. — Euterpe, 
1.  331. 

Sesostris  placed  before  this  temple  two  statues  of  himself  and 
queen,  30  cubits  in  height,  and  four  others  of  his  children,  20  cubits 
each.— Eut.  H.  1.  342. 

The  immense  mass  of  granite,  the  fist  of  a  statue  (No.  C,  p. 
103  of  the  Britisli  Museum  Catalogue)  was  brought  from  tiie 
ruins  of  Memphis,  and  by  its  proportion  may  be  a  fragment  of 
the  statue  of  Sesostris ;  its  colossal  scale  and  the  intractable 
hardness  of  the  granite  deserve  the  notice  of  every  one  unac- 
customed to  contemplate  these  two  principal  characters  of  Egyptian 
sculpture. 

Rhampsinitus  built  the  west  portico,  erecting  two  statues  25  cubits 
high.— Eut.  H.  1.354. 

Asychis  erected  the  east  entrance,  by  far  the  greatest  and  most  mag- 
nificent :  each  are  adorned  with  sculpture  and  paintings. — Eut.  H.  I . 
381. 

P.sammitichus  built  the  south  portico;  opposite  to  this  he  erected 
an  edifice  for  Apis,  in  which  he  is  kept  when  publicly  exhibited  :  it  is 
supported  by  colossal  figures  12  cubits  high,  which  serve  as  columns: 
the  whole  of  the  building  is  richly  decorated  with  sculpture. — Euterpe, 
H.  1.  407. 

(25)  L'Egyptc  sous  les  Pharaon.s,  vol.   1.  p.  351, — wherein  tUis 
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monolithic  cell,  and  other  relics  of  Memphis  still  existing  in  the  14th 
century,  are  described. 

(26)  Madame  de  Stael,  in  her  beautiful  romance  of  Corinne,  has 
described  the  lions  of  the  Capitol,  which  were  brought  from  the  ruins  of 
Memphis. — Corinne,  vol.  i.  p.  127. 

Oswald  et  Corinne  s'arreterent  pour  considerer  les  deux  lions  de 
basalte  qu'on  voit  au  pied  de  I'escalier  du  Capitole.  lis  viennent 
d'Egypte;  les  sculpteurs  Egyptiens  saisissoient  avec  bien  plus  de 
genie  la  figure  des  animaux  que  celle  des  hommes.  Ces  lions  du 
Capitole  sont  noblement  paisibles,  et  leur  genre  de  physionomie  est 
la  veritable  image  de  la  tranquillite  dans  la  force. 

(27)  This  delineation  of  the  tower  and  lotus  ensign  is  copied  from 
the  interesting  sketches  of  the  Egyptiaca,  taken  from  the  sculptured 
walls  of  the  Memnonium ;  it  manifestly  relates  to  an  Egyptian  for- 
tress and  an  invasion  of  Egypt.  The  warriors'  dresses  are  Eastern  ; 
hence,  these  sculptures  maybe  instanced  as  infallible  guides,  wherever 
the  narrative  admits  of  using  them. — See  plate  9. 

(28)  Memphis  etait  situee  au  pied  du  mont  Psammius,  la  partie  de 
la  chaine  Libyque  voisine  de  celte  ancienne  capitale.  Psammius 
est  un  mot  Egj^tien  qui  peut  deriver  de  la  racine  sjom — fortitude. 

(29)  The  inner  city,  which  is  called  the  White  Wall,  is  chiefly  in- 
habited by  Persians,  who  are  seldom  fewer,  including  the  garrison,  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand. — Strabo,  Athenian  Letters,  4to. 
vol.  i.  346. 

(30)  Cheops  barred  the  avenues  to  every  temple,  and  forbade  the 
Egyptians  to  offer  any  sacrifices. — Euterpe,  i.  363.  Both  Cheops 
and  Chemmis,  names  of  these  kings,  are  titles  also  of  Osiris,  though 
assumed  by  the  sovereign  building  the  pyramid.  Cheops  denotes  the 
illustrious  serpent  deity;  and  the  god  Chemmis,  or  Cameses,  is 
identified  with  Horus  in  the  floating  diluvian  temple,  which  was 
surrounded  with  palms.  What  Herodotus  relates  of  Cheops,  as  well  as 
his  account  of  the  erection  of  the  pyramids  by  the  shepherd  Philitim, 
points  out  their  real  architects,  the  Palli  or  Philitim,  connected  wilii 
the  era  of  Amenophis. 
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(31)  No  portion  of  histoty  has  been  more  enveloped  in  obscurity 
than  the  subjugation  of  Egypt  by  the  Shepherds,  but  every  concurrent 
investigation  seems  to  stamp  the  character  of  probability  as  follows : 
In  the  very  period  of  the  erection  of  the  Tower  of  Babel,  mankind 
already  were  degenerated  into  apostasy  :  how  and  by  what  modes  the 
human  mind  was  actuated  to  transfer  the  worship  of  the  true  God  to 
idols  of  the  human  form,  and  the  heavenly  bodies,  is  too  extensive  a 
field  to  enter  upon   here;    it  has  occupied  hundreds   of  heads   and 
thousands  of  volumes :  one  fact  is  clear ;  it  was  very  early  after  the 
deluge ;  for  in  Joshua,  Abraham's  forefathers  are  spoken  of  as  idolaters, 
and  Abraham  himself  lived  but  a  few  generations  after  NoaJi.    Whe- 
ther the  tradition  of  a  man  god  veiled  in  the  first  promise,  led  to  a 
proneness  of  catching  at  such  manifestations  of  divinity ;  and  ambition 
worked  this  temper  into  its  thirst  for  power,  as  in  the  name  and  cha- 
racter of  Ninus  or  Nimrod,  and  his  metropolis  Nineveh,  seems  implied 
—  one  fact  seems  certain — that  from  the  true  worship  of  God,  they  had 
fallen  into  the  adoration  of  a  male  and  female,  whom,  by  a  species 
of  Avatar,  they  deemed  the  divinity.     These  forms,  become  deified, 
embraced  all   the  combining  features  of  the  first  pair,  and  of  Noah 
and  his  consort;  and  upon  this  base  was  established   and  graduated 
that  system  of  Bhoodism,  or  worship  of  the  great  father  and  mother, 
which  spread  over  the  East,  and   still  exists  there.     All  the  Colossi 
reared  by  superstition,  whether  at  Gournou,  on  the  Plains  of  Dura  by 
Nebuchadnezzar,  throughout  India  and  the  Indian  seas,  South  Ame- 
rica, and  the  Isles,  are  figures  of  these  progenitors  of  all  nations.    But 
a  newer,  a  more  complex,  more  corrupt,  and  seductive  system  rapidly 
arose,  uniting  this  first  deviation  to  its  own  monstrous  rites ;  whereby 
Nature,  in  all  her  creative  forms,  was  declared  a  primary  divinity,  and 
every  thing  that  exists  an  emanation  and  ray  of  her  godhead.     This 
dogma  consummated  the  fall  of  mankind,  as  evil  ceased  to  be  evil 
when  thus  viewed  as  a  participant  of  the  Divine  Nature,  and  therefore 
the  propensities  of  animals,  however  revolting,  were  consecrated  to 
their  worshippers.    Chaldca  and  Egypt  rushed  ardently  into  this  new 
course :  India  adopted  it ;  and  its  votaries,  contesting  the  point  with 
the  earlier  and  more  simple  doctrine  of  the  two  principles,  which  were 
maintained  in  Persia  and  the  high  regions  of  Tartary,  appear  to  have 
overpowered  and  repulsed  them  from  the  plains  of  Shinar,  and  the 
Euphrates,  and  the  Nile,  to  the  lands  of  Cashgar,  Tartary,  and  Tibet, 
comprising  Caucasus,  where  they  flourish  to  this  very  day,  forming 
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tire  great  empire  of  Touran.  Tiie  empires  of  Clmldea  and  of  Egypt 
fostered  their  prepossessions  of  idolatry ;  but  of  all  the  wide-spread- 
ing regions  where  it  was  begun,  Egypt  alone,  separated  by  natural 
boundaries  from  all  other  kingdoms,  and  distinctive  in  lier  natural  and 
physical  properties,  as  in  her  civilization,  Egypt  alone,  permanently 
continued  the  same,  and  clung  to  her  first  choice  of  animal  worship  with 
an  obstinacy  that  is  most  extraordinary.  It  is,  however,  capable  of  some 
probable  solution;  but  India,  Chaldea,  and  all  other  Eastern  king- 
doms, by  degrees  identified  their  mythology  with  sabeism  and  de- 
monolatry,  although  lingering  traces  of  serpent  and  animal  worship 
still  exist  in  the  peninsula  of  India,  as  well  as  throughout  South  Ame- 
rica :  but  Egypt  ever  was  the  devoted  slave  of  animal  symbolization, 
until  the  second  centurj'  of  the  Ciiristian  era.  One  excuse,  I  take  to 
arise  from  the  extraordinary  cultivation  of  their  minds  in  natural  phi- 
losophy, wherein  nothing  escaped  them.  Building  nothing  upon  con- 
jectures, it  is  evident  both  from  Herodotus,  Diodorus,  and  every 
writer  on  their  customs,  that  they  noticed  with  the  most  scrupulous 
minuteness,  in  written  records,  every  appearance  of  Nature  :  all  was 
noted  down  and  compared;  and  by  a  diligent  and  watchful  investiga- 
tion for  centuries,  of  all,  the  heavens,  the  elements,  man,  beast,  and 
animated  Nature  and  her  vegetable  tribes  afforded,  they  amassed  to- 
gether a  prodigious  variety  of  data,  whereon  they  reared  the  super- 
structure of  their  temple  of  knowledge.  Hence,  they  were  the  wisest 
of  men ;  but  lost  in  the  survey  of  Nature,  and  ignorant  of  the  first 
cause,  the  application  of  this  knowledge  in  sacred  things  was,  indeed, 
a  pregnant  warning  what  man  invariably  would  be  if  left  to  his  own 
vain  imagination ;  but  the  adorers  of  Ormuzd  and  Brahma,  highly 
warlike  and  robust,  in  process  of  ages  became  extensive  conquerors; 
and  already  possessed  of  Persia,  they  spread  gradually  onward  to  the 
Arabian  Sea,  Chaldea,  and  finallj'  Egypt,  which  they  conquered  ;  pur- 
suing in  their  Eastern  regions  the  pastoral  life  of  feeding  flocks  and 
living  in  tents  :  hence  they  were  known  in  India  by  the  term  of  Palli 
or  Philitim,  and  they  termed  themselves  Hue  Sos,  or  Shepherd  Kings, 
bj'  way  of  pre-eminence,  grounded  in  a  contempt  of  animal  worship, 
which  they  had  persecuted  and  rooted  out  of  India.  They  in- 
variably adopted  the  same  system  of  enmity  in  Egj-pt :  thus  Herodotus 
declares,  that  the  shepherd  Phililis  built  the  pyramids;  while,  in 
another  part,  he  names  three  kings  as  their  architect,  under  whose 
reign  the  temples   of  Egvpt  were  closed.     A   vi>ry  .strong  proof  of 
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these  piles  being  erected  under  the  authority  of  the  Pallia  conquerors, 
is  their  having  no  hieroglyphic  characters,  marks,  or  symbols  what- 
soever. It  does  therefore  seem  very  probable  that  the  successful 
invaders  of  Egypt  came  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Caucasus,  that 
they  also  conquered  the  adjacent  countries,  that  they  were  finally  ex- 
pelled by  the  Egyptians,  and  retiring  to  Canaan,  formed  the  state  of 
the  Philistines,  their  descendants,  giving  their  own  name  to  Palestine. 

(3'2)  Circles  of  stones  are  very  general  in  England,  as  Stonehenge, 
Abury,  and  Rollrich.  These  represented  the  circle  of  the  world,  or 
the  universe,  sometimes  open  to  the  wide  vault  of  heaven,  sometimes 
covered  in  by  a  concave  shell  or  dome,  as  the  firmament.  A  temple  of 
Cnuphis  in  Elephantine,  and  one  at  Philoe,  the  site  of  the  tomb  of 
Osiris,  are  circular;  and  the  fire  temples  of  Persia  are  so  also. 

(33)  Vide  ante,  note  3 1 . 

(34)  Auoara. — Manetho;  Josephus,  introduction  to  vol.  i. 

(35)  The  guard  is  exactly  copied  from  the  most  beautiful  delineation 
of  the  guard  of  the  royal  presence  in  the  sculptures  of  Persepolis.  It 
is  a  singular  coincidence,  highly  corroborative  of  the  association  of  these 
Persian  or  Touran  forms  with  the  conquerors  of  Egypt,  as  interwoven 
in  the  tale,  that  they  are  exactly  in  the  same  dress  as  the  captives  of 
Necho  in  his  tomb,  and  are  also  similar  to  the  captives  in  the  cele- 
brated sculptures  of  Medinet  Habu. 

(36)  L'Egypte  n'avoit  point  encore  vue  de  grands  edifices  que  la 
Tour  de  Babel,  quand  elle  imagina  scs  Pyramides,  qui  parleur  figure, 
autant  que  par  leur  grandeur,  triomplieiit  dti  temps  et  des  barbares. 
Le  bon  gout  des  Egyptiens  leur  fit  aimer  deslors  la  solidite  et  la  re- 
gularite  toute  une. — Bossuet,  ii.  187. 

(37)  The  dead  is  taken  to  the  embalmers  (if  females,  generally  three 
days  after  death)  and  the  manner  of  embalming  fixed  upon  from  painted 
models  then  chosen.  As  the  deity  represented  varies  on  almost  every 
case,  it  may  be  conjectured  that  the  ancient  Egyptians  were  as  divided 
in  their  choice  of  a  patron  god,  as  in  Greece  they  were  of  their  nu- 
merous deities;  and  when  chosen,  it  probably  influenced  the  whole 
train  of  associated  symbols. 

Whenever  a  man  of  importance  dies,  his  household  dibfigure  them- 
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selves;  the  body  is  then  carried  to  the  enibalmers.— Euterpe,  i.  315. 
There  are  certain  persons  legally  appointed  to  the  exercise  of  this  pro- 
fession. When  a  dead  body  is  brought  to  them,  they  exhibit  to  the 
friends  of  the  deceased  different  models  highly  finished  in  wood,  &c. 

If  an  Egyptian  or  foreigner  be  found  destroyed  by  a  crocodile,  or 
drowned,  the  city  nearest  which  tlie  body  is  discovered  is  obliged  to 
embalm  and  pay  it  every  respectful  attention,  and  deposit  it  in  some 
consecrated  place. 

(38)  As  for  the  taricheutes,  they  highly  honour  them,  for  tliey  are 
the  priests'  companions,  and,  as  sacred  persons,  are  admitted  into  the 
temple.  — Diod.  b.  i.  c.  7. 

(39)  The  word  sarcophagus  for  the  receptacle  of  the  dead  seems 
singularly  inapplicable  to  the  Egyptians,  being  formed  of  the  lapis 
azzius,  which  is  recorded  to  have  destroyed  the  flesh  in  forty  days ; 
whereas  the  object  of  their  embalming  was  preservation.  Tomb,  al- 
though in  one  meaning  applied  to  the  sepulchre  itself,  is  yet  correct 
with  reference  to  those  enormous  marble  repositories  for  the  dead,  of 
which  the  tombs  in  the  British  Museum  are  samples.  These,  and 
especially  the  matchless  alabaster  tomb  of  Necho,  are  often  formed 
and  shaped  as  a  baris  or  boat;  and  they  are  the  prototypes  of  the 
elaborately  ornamented  sycamore  chests  wherein  the  mummies  are 
enclosed.  These  repositories  of  the  dead  are  overspread,  as  well  as 
the  marble  sepulchres,  with  emblems  of  a  future  state,  and  are  also 
their  tombs :  they  are  transcripts  of  the  tomb  of  their  god  Osiris. — 
Herodotus,  lib.  i.e.  181;  lib.  ii.  c.  170,  171.  From  which  it  appears 
probable,  that  the  central  chamber  of  the  Pyramid  contains  the  arglia 
or  tomb  of  Osiris. — See  Dr.  Clarice  also  on  this  chamber,  vol.  iv.  8vo. 

The  various  persons  employed  in  embalming  are  detailed  at  great 
length  in  Greenhill  on  Embahning,  '279.  Its  honour  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  remarks  of  Pliny,  lib.  xix.  5,  '  That  kings  them- 
selves did  often  assist.'  According  to  Lucian  and  Pomponius  Mela, 
the  Egyptians  often  associated  their  dead  friends  as  guests  at  their 
tables,  in  their  feasts  and  entertainments. — Universal  Hist.  i.  575. 
Greenhill,  30-J.  The  accounts  of  Herodotus  lead  to  this  inference 
also,  however  repugnant  it  may  appear  to  our  feelings  in  practice. 

(40,  41)  The  art  of  medicine  in  Egypt  has  many  practitbaers ;  one 
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physician  is  confined  to  the  study  and  management  of  one  disease. 
There  are,  of  course,  a  great  number  who  practise  this  art :  some  at- 
tend to  the  disorders  of  the  eyes,  others  to  those  of  the  head  ;  some 
take  care  of  the  teeth,  others  are  conversant  with  all  complaints  of  the 
bowels. — Her.  Euterpe,  i.  31-J. 

As  a  proof  of  superior  excellence  of  the  Egyptian  physicians,  wlien 
Cyrus  was  afflicted  with  a  disorder  in  his  eyes,  he  requested  of  Amasis 
the  best  medical  advice  which  Egypt  could  afford.  —  Her.  Thalia,  ii. 
2.  Darius  also  had  at  his  court  Egyptians  supposed  to  be  the  most 
skilful  of  the  medical  profession. — Her.  Thalia,  ii.  150. 

It  would  seem  that  this  race,  which  many  modern  writers  tax  as 
only  pretenders  to  the  wisdom  Ihey  claimed,  and  deceivers  of  the 
Greeks,  who  yielded  to  their  superiority,  possessed  upon  their  contem- 
poraries a  spell  of  excellence  in  most  things.  Darius  and  his  distressed 
troops,  escaping  from  the  Scythians,  when  they  arrived  at  the  Ister,  in 
tiie  darkness  of  the  night  finding  the  bridge  over  its  stream  apparently 
broken  down,  upon  which  their  safety  depended,  were  in  the  greatest  dis- 
tress and  consternation  ;  but  Darius  had  about  his  person  an  Egyptian, 
surpassing  all  other  men  in  the  strength  of  his  voice  ;  this  man,  calling 
Histireus,  wlio  i)ad  been  left  in  charge  of  the  bridge,  Histiseus,  who 
heard  him  at  the  first  cry,  brought  all  the  vessels  together,  and  joined 
the  bridge  immediately,  so  that  all  the  army  passed  over. — Herodotus, 
Melpomene.  In  fact  the  ancient  writers  are  sprinkled  throughout 
with  incidental  notices  of  the  Egyptian  reputation  in  most  particulars 
of  life,  of  themselves  the  most  irrefragable  evidence  of  the  Egyptian 
superiority  among  their  contemporaries. 

(42)  The  Egyptians  are  the  first  of  mankind  who  have  defended 
the  immortality  of  the  soul.  They  believe  that  on  the  dissolution  of 
the  body  the  soul  immediately  enters  some  other  animal ;  nnd  that,  after 
using  as  vehicles  every  species  of  terrestrial,  winged,  and  aquatic  ani- 
mals, it  finally  enters  a  second  time  into  the  human  body.  They  af- 
firm that  it  undergoes  all  these  changes  in  the  space  of  three  thousand 
years.  — Her.  Euterpe,  i.  36?. 

One  obvious  intention  of  the  embalming  was  the  preservation  of 
the  body  uncorrupt  for  this  reunion. 

(43)  Insects  witli  admirable  art  provide  for  their  own  burial ;  the 
little  bcc  works  its  honeycomb  lor  the  benefit  of  man  while  it  lives, 
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and  for  its  own  sepulchre  wlien  it  dies  ;  tlie  comb  serving  for  its  tomb, 
and  the  wax  and  honey  for  its  embahiiing.  The  silk-worm,  which 
willingly  parts  with  her  labour  to  enrich  mankind,  makes  a  small  re- 
serve of  silk  for  her  winding-sheet,  whicli  when  she  has  finisiied,  she 
dies  therein,  and  is  as  nobly  interred  as  all  the  Egyptian  art,  with  its 
painted  roll  of  silk  and  gems,  could  make  her. —  Greenhill,  p.  28. 

This  remark  is  so  pleasingly  touched,  that  the  reader  will  pardon  its 
insertion. 

(-14)  Pliny  says,  it  is  recorded  that  Thebes  in  Egypt  was  so  pierced 
underneath  by  subterraneous  passages,  and  so  hollow,  that  the  Egyptian 
kings  were  wont  to  lead  whole  armies  under  the  houses  of  the  city 
without  the  citizens  knowing  it,  and  suddenly  appearing  with  them 
from  under  ground. — Lib.  xxxvi.  c.  14.  The  construction  and  cha- 
racter of  the  Pyramids  and  Labyrinth  strongly  warrant  the  hypothesis 
of  their  having  subterranean  entries  as  yet  undiscovered. 

(45)  Beyond  the  Lake  Mceris,  near  the  city  of  Crocodiles,  they 
constructed  a  Labyrinth,  which  exceeds,  I  can  truly  say,  all  that  has 
been  said  of  it ;  whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare  tiiem,  will 
find  all  the  works  of  Greece  much  inferior  to  this,  both  in  regard  to 
the  workmanship  and  the  expense.  The  temples  of  Ephesus  and  Sarnos 
may  justly  claim  admiration,  and  the  Pyramids  may  individually  be 
compared  to  many  of  the  magnificent  structures  of  Greece;  but  even 
these  arc  inferior  to  the  Labyrintli.  It  is  composed  of  twelve  courts, 
all  of  which  are  covered;  six  entrances  to  the  south,  and  six  to  the 
north  ;  one  wall  encloses  the  whole ;  there  are  fifteen  hundred  apart- 
ments above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  as  many  beneath  ;  in  all 
three  thousand.  Wonderful  as  this  Labyrinth  is,  the  Lake  Moeris, 
near  which  it  stands,  is  still  more  oxtraordinary. — Herodotus,  Euterpe. 

To  those  who  would  dispute  the  existence  of  Egyptian  knowledge 
and  science,  an  examination  of  the  details  of  these  wonders,  given  by 
an  eye-witness,  would  not  be  useless.  The  Lake  Mopris,  after  the  dry- 
ing up  of  the  canals  in  Egypt,  and  the  vast  accumulation  of  its  sands, 
has  still  a  circumference  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  is  a  most 
stupendous  effort  of  art. —  Univ.  Hist.  i.  527. 

(46)  Speaking  of  the  Labyrinth,  whicli  he  visited  in  its  ruinous 
state,  Pliny  observes,  (in  lib.  xxxvi.)  it  had  sixteen  regions,  answer- 
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iiig  lo  ilie  sixteen  governments,  containing  within  them  stately  palaces 
and  temples  of  all  the  Egj'ptian  gods,,  with  slirines  to  Nemesis,  and 
pyramids ;  that  before  a  man  can  come  to  the  Labyrinth,  he  is  tired 
and  worn  out ;  and  yet  he  has  to  pass  galleries  and  chambers  so  high, 
he  must  mount  staircases  of  ninety  steps  a  piece  to  reach  them,  con- 
taining columns  of  porphyry  and  a  world  of  statues  and  deformed 
figures;  and  other  rooms,  so  formed,  that  no  sooner  are  the  doors 
opened  leading  to  them,  but  you  hear  as  it  were  terrible  claps  of  thun- 
der ;  also  the  passages  are  so  contrived,  that  they  are  in  the  deepest 
darkness,  and  can  only  be  entered  with  torches ;  and  yet  all  these 
buildings  are  without  the  Labyrintli  itself,  far  without  its  main  wall. 
There  are  two  upright  wings,  which  when  passed  you  meet  with  sub- 
terranean caves  and  chambers,  vaulted  and  totally  dark.  Of  the 
Labyrinth  itself,  he  says,  the  entry  is  of  columns  of  stone,  and  so  sub- 
stantial, and  of  such  wonderful  masonrj',  that  it  defied  time  and  the 
barbarous  enmity  of  its  despoilers.  The  mazes  and  turnings  he  de- 
clares to  be  infinite,  intricate,  and  inexplicable;  and  that  the  Labyrinth 
of  Crete,  copied  from  it  by  Daedalus,  iilthough  so  celebrated,  did  not 
express  one-hundredth  part  of  this  its  great  prototype.— See  Pliny, 
lib.  XXX vi.  c.  13.  And  it  also  most  probably  supplied  examples  for  all 
the  sacred  buildings  of  Egypt.  How  perfectly  adapted  such  buildings 
became  for  rites  as  those  of  Isis  and  Osiris,  and  the  scenic  exhibitions 
of  the  mysteries,  their  pealing  thunders,  mimic  lightnings,  and  alarm- 
ing noises,  need  no  other  proof  than  a  careful  comparison  of  the  parts 
of  this  wonderful  jule,  even  in  its  decay,  contrasted  with  the  descriptions 
of  the  initiatory  trials  of  the  mysteries,  wherein  Hades  and  the  sepul- 
chral character  of  the  Labyrinth  also  are  so  intimately  united. 

(47)  The  solidity  of  the  Labyrinth  was  such,  that  it  withstood  for 
ages  not  only  the  rage  of  time,  but  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Heracleo- 
polis;  who,  worshipping  the  icimeumon,  the  mortal  enemy  of  the  cro- 
codile, which  was  the  peculiar  deitj'  of  Arsinoe,  bore  an  irreconcileable 
hatred  to  the  Labyrinth,  which  served  also  for  a  sepulchre  to  the  sacred 
crocodiles;  and  therefore  they  unceasingly  endeavoured  to  destroy  it. 
—Univ.  Hist.  i.  528. 

(4b)  The  friends  and  nearest  relations  of  the  dead  acquaint  the 
judges  and  tiieir  friends  with  the  time  piefixed  for  the  funeral  of  such 
AO  one  by  name,  declaring  that  such  a  day  he  is  to  pass  the  lake;  at 
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which  time  forty  judges  appear,  and  sit  together  in  a  semicircle.  The 
ship,  with  the  pilot  called  Charon,  being  now  in  the  lake,  every  one  is 
at  liberty,  by  the  law,  to  accuse  the  dead.  If  no  informer  appear,  all 
the  kindred  of  the  deceased  leave  off  mourning,  and  begin  to  set  forth 
his  praises.  The  ship  that  transports  the  dead  bodies  is  called  Baris. 
Near  this  place  is  the  temple  of  black  Hecate,  and  the  gates  of  Co- 
cytus  and  Lethe ;  and  besides  these,  there  is  another  gate  of  Truth, 
next  to  which  stands  the  headless  image  of  Justice. — Diod.  b.  i.  c.  7. 

(49)  Their  embalmings  are  so  perfect,  that  the  body  is  delivered  to 
the  kindred  of  the  dead  with  every  member  so  whole  and  entire,  that 
no  part  of  the  body  seems  to  be  altered,  even  to  the  very  hair  of  the 
eyelids  and  the  eyebrows,  insomuch  that  the  beauty  and  shape  of  the 
face  seem  just  as  they  were  before  :  by  which  means  the  Egyptians, 
laying  up  the  bodies  of  their  ancestors  in  stately  tombs,  perfectly  see 
the  true  visage  and  countenance  of  those  that  were  buried  many  ages 
before  themselves  were  born  :  so  that  in  viewing  the  proportions  of 
their  bodies  and  lineaments  of  their  faces,  they  take  exceeding  great 
delight,  even  as  much  as  if  they  were  still  living  among  them. — Diod. 
b.  i.  c.  7. 

(50)  Baris  is  purely  an  Egyptian  word;  its  roots  are  from  '  palma' 
and  '  faeere,'  that  is,  made  of  palm-branches :  and  it  also  forms  the 
words  bark,  bier,  and  basket,  which  are  analogous  words,  and  con- 
nected with  the  sepulchre:  baskets  also  were  made  in  Egypt  by 
weaving  branches  of  palms  together — see  Champollion,  ii.  204 ;  and 
these  are  used  in  reference  to  initiatory  rites.  The  sacred  character 
of  the  palm,  as  a  striking  type  of  a  future  life,  is  shown  in  another 
passage,  from  its  singular  property  of  resisting  all  pressure  upon  its 
stem,  and  of  springing  upward. — See  Aulus  Gellius,  vol.  i.  196.  Its 
durability  and  verdure  have  appropriated  it  to  joy,  triumph,  and  vic- 
tory immemorially ;  but  this  majestic  tree  and  its  emblem  have  been 
borrowed  from  Egypt ;  it  will  be  found,  on  careful  examination,  to  be 
the  origin  of  their  columnar  architecture ;  and  the  temple  of  Horus  in 
the  diluvian  island  of  Chemmis  was  surrounded  by  palms;  for  the 
close  imitation  of  Nature  leads  to  the  first  idea  of  columnar  architec- 
ture being  taken  from  the  palm  and  doom  tree  far  more  consonant  to 
analogy  than  the  Grecian  orders  from  fanciful  derivations  of  flowers 
ajid  baskets,  quite  inapposite  to  massive  architecture.    It  deserves  also 
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notice,  that  Egyptians  give  to  these  columns,  and  to  the  palm  tree,  the 
same  name  of  Nagel. — Also  see  note  1 6,  vol.  i.  wherein  the  Phoe- 
nicians give  the  name  of  Phcenix  to  the  palm. 

(51)  The  ibis  was  a  bird  with  a  long  neck  and  crooked  beak,  not 
much  unlike  the  stork  ;  his  legs  were  long  and  stiff,  and  when  he  put 
his  head  and  neck  under  his  wing,  JEWan  says  his  shape  was  not  un- 
like a  man's  heart.  One  species  of  the  ibis,  Herodotus  says,  is  en- 
tirely black,  and  this  one  is  the  enemy  of  the  serpents,  for  which  it  is 
reverenced.  The  second  species  is  white  plumage,  except  on  the  head, 
neck,  and  extremities  of  the  wings. — See  Diodorus,  vol.  i.  92,  de- 
scription of  the  funereal  rites. 

(52)  The  following  is  so  interesting  a  fragment  on  the  religious 
ideas  of  the  Egyptians,  that  it  is  copied  entire  from  Prichard's  valuable 
Analysis,  p.  201.  '  When  those  who  have  the  care  of  the  dead  pro- 
ceed to  embalm  the  body  of  any  person  of  respectable  rank,  they  first 
take  out  the  contents  of  the  bellj',  and  place  them  in  a  separate  vessel. 
After  the  other  rites  for  the  dead  have  been  performed,  one  of  the 
embalmers,  laying  his  hand  on  the  vessel,  addressing  the  Sun,  utters  on 
behalf  of  the  deceased  the  following  prayer,  which  Euphantus  has 
translated  from  the  original  language  into  the  Greek :  '  O  thou  Sun, 
our  lord,  and  all  ye  gods,  who  are  the  givers  of  life  to  men  !  accept 
me,  and  receive  me  into  the  mansions  of  the  eternal  gods ;  for  I  have 
worshipped  piously,  while  I  here  lived  in  this  world,  those  divinities 
whom  my  parents  taught  me  to  adore.  I  have  ever  honoured  those 
parents  who  gave  origin  to  my  body  j  and  of  other  men,  I  have  neither 
killed  any,  nor  robbed  them  of  their  treasure,  nor  inflicted  upon  them 
any  grievous  evil ;  but  if  I  have  done  any  thing  injurious  to  my  own 
life,  either  by  eating  or  drinking  any  thing  unlawfully,  this  offence 
has  not  been  committed  by  me,  but  by  what  is  contained  in  this  chest,' 
—meaning  the  intestines  in  the  vessel,  which  are  then  thrown  into  the 
river.  The  body  is  afterwards  regarded  as  pure,  this  apology  having 
been  made  for  its  offences ;  and  the  embahner  prepares  it  according 
to  the  appointed  rites.' 

The  authenticity  of  this  account  is  confirmed  by  Plutarch. — Plut. 
Op.  torn.  ii.  1.').9,  996.     Porphyry,  lib.  iv.  cap.  10. 

(Page    i;i,S,  last   line,   '  expansive  lake.')      In    the  Sanscrit   the 
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phenomenon  of  the  mirage  is  called  '  mriga  thrickna,'  thirst  or 
desire  of  the  antelope;  no  doubt  because  this  animal,  mriga,  com- 
pelled by  thirst,  thrickna,  approaches  those  barren  plains,  where, 
from  the  effect  of  the  inflexion  of  the  rays,  he  thinks  he  perceives 
the  undulating  surface  of  the -waters.  We  admire  the  frequent  al- 
lusions in  the  Indian,  Persian,  and  Arabic  poets  to  the  magical  effects 
of  terrestrial  refraction.  It  was  scarcely  known  to  the  Greeks  and 
Romans ;  for,  proud  of  the  riches  of  their  soil,  and  the  mild  temperature 
of  the  air,  they  would  have  felt  no  envy  of  this  poetry  of  the  desert. 
It  was  born  in  Asiaj  the  oriental  poets  found  its  source  in  the  nature 
of  the  country  they  inhabited ;  they  were  inspired  by  the  aspect  of 
those  vast  solitudes  interposed  like  arms  of  the  sea,  or  gulfs  between 
lands  adorned  by  Nature  with  her  most  luxuriant  fertility. — Humboldt, 
iv.  328. 

(53)  The  earth,  as  the  common  womb  of  all  productions,  they  called 
Metera,  as  the  Greeks,  in  process  of  time,  by  a  small  alteration  of  the 
letters,  called  the  earth  Deraetra,  as  Orpheus  attests  in  his  verse : 

The  mother  Earth,  Demetra  also  called, 
Brings  forth  most  richly. 

Diod.  b.  i.  c.  I. 

Chaos,  of  all  the  origin,  gave  birth 

First  to  her  offspring,  the  wide-bosom'd  Earth, 

The  seat  secure  of  all  the  gods. 

Hesiod,  Theogony,  190. 

Such  is  Amenthis,  or  that  subterraneous  region  whither  they  imagine 
the  souls  of  those  who  die  to  go  after  their  decease;  a  name  which  ex- 
pressly signifies  in  their  tongue  the  receiver  and  giver.— Isis  and 
Osiris,  p.  39. 

(54)  The  tombs  of  Thebes  evidence  how  highly  the  arts  were  cul- 
tivated during  the  Theban  monarchy.  They  are  excavated  in  the 
solid  roclc  at  the  foot  of  Djibbel  Habu,  or  in  the  mountain's  sides, 
where  they  form  a  convenient  platform  for  entrances  into  the  single 
and  detached  ones,  or  for  galleries  to  the  regular  rows.  The  paint- 
ings are  in  the  highest  preservation  in  relief  and  in  intaglio,  and  are 
feasts  and  funereal  processions :  in  one  men  and  women,  mixing  in 
the  dance,  all  show  the  greatest  activity.     The  feasts  have  the  harp> 
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the  lute,  the  lyre,  and  mandoline  played  with  a  pin  or  plectrum ;  the 
harps  have  four,  eight,  nine,  eleven,  and  twenty  strings.  The  feast  is 
of  great  interest ;  and  also  the  agricultural  scene,  the  hunt,  the  fowling, 
and  the  fishing.  The  vineyards  evidence  that  wine  was  a  very  com- 
mon beverage.  All  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile  vines  were  cultivated. 
The  wines  of  Coptos  were  peculiarly  medicinal  in  cases  of  fever.  The 
zigzags,  chequers,  birds,  and  beasts,  introduced  into  the  borders,  rival 
the  finest  arabesque.  With  this  profusion  of  ornament,  the  Egyptian 
sepulchres  must  have  been  extremely  beautiful,  and  in  no  ways  cal- 
culated to  inspire  gloomy  ideas  of  death;  viewing  this  life  as  a  pass- 
age, a  state  of  probation,  preliminary  to  that  which  was  to  come. — 
Hamilton,  167- 

(^55)  To  the  west  of  the  Colossi  are  the  superb  tombs  of  Thebes; 
each  tomb  hewn  in  the  rock  has  its  entrance  richly  sculptured  and 
painted.  In  the  most  distant  of  the  chain  of  chambers  is  the  tomb,  or 
Soros,  generally  of  one  single  piece  of  granite,  ornamented  by  hiero- 
glyphics within  and  without.  The  lid  also  of  a  single  piece  has  a 
figure  sculptured  in  relief.  The  apartments  are  sculptured  and  painted 
with  the  arts  of  Egypt.  The  chairs,  the  tabourets,  the  couches,  are  of 
a  most  refined  elegance  and  pure  taste.  A  variety  of  harps  are  de- 
lineated with  a  compass  and  combination  of  strings  evidencing  an  ad- 
vanced and  highly  improved  musical  knowledge.  The  walls  and  ceil- 
ings are  coloured  in  blues,  and  covered  with  figures;  these  contain  a 
variety  of  symbolic,  sacred,  and  domestic  pictures,  also  many  zodiacal. 

The  Libyan  mountains  are  pierced  throughout  by  tombs  :  innumer- 
able galleries,  excavated  for  more  tlian  half  a  league,  are  filled  with 
embalmed  subjects  of  Thebes  :  the  number  of  these  grottoes  attest  its 
great  population.  In  various  other  parts,  as  well  as  westerly  of  the 
Memnonium,  the  mountain  is  almost  wholly  hollowed,  and  contains 
innumerable  tombs,  more  or  less  richly  adorned. — Champollion,  ii. 
215. 

(56)  This  curious  Egyptian  contract,  dated  106  years  before  Christ, 
is,  Dr.  Young  observes,  most  probably  thq  oldest  record  written  with 
pen  and  ink  in  existence,  being  192,9  years  old.  It  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinary fact,  that  after  the  original  papyrus  in  the  Egyptian  Enchorial 
character  had  for  a  long  time  exercised  the  abilities  of  the  savans,  a 
Greek  copy  of  the  same  identical  Egyptian  papyrus  should  accidentally 
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be  brought  to  England,  and  fall  into  the  same  hands.     The  descrip- 
tions of  the  identity  of  their  persons  are  so  very  curious,  that  the 
reader  will  not  complain  of  thus  seeing  before  him  the  ancient  race  of 
Egj-pt,  as  well  as  the  exactitude  of  the  Egyptian  laws  of  transfer : 
they  unite  a  particularity  not  unworthy  the  most  acute  modern  con- 
veyancer.    While  on  this  curious  subject,  which  was  translated  from 
M.  Latronne's  account  of  the  Egyptian  papyrus,  and  is  now  corrected 
in  its  orthography  of  names  from  Dr.  Young's  Greek  version  (see 
Dr.  Young  on  Hierog.  Lit.  p.  65\  it  was  deemed  advantageous  to 
supply  a  brief  analysis  of  the  Egyptian  laws,  leading  attention  to  the 
curious  regulation  for  recovery  of  stolen  property,  by  the  fictitious  sale 
of  inundated  lands  by  Pamenthes.  Well  has  Mr.  Hamilton  energetically 
expressed  the  value  of  studying  the  laws  and  institutions  of  this  an- 
cient land.     Government  here  had  attained  the  realization  of  advan- 
tages deemed  chimerical,  and  far  distancing  our  boasted  legislation. 
An  universal  industry  was  created,  admirable  in  its  results;  punish- 
ments nicely  balanced  to  the  crimes,  which  were  infinitely  better  esti- 
mated as  to  moral  character  than  in  modern  times ;  for  instead  of 
shedding  man's  blood  for  theft  or  forgery,  crimes  not  unknown  to 
them,  the  offending  members  were  mutilated,  but  life  was  spared. 
Perjury  and  adultery,  however,  which  are  amongst  us  lightly  visited, 
the  Egyptians  severely  punished.     The  laws  of  debtors  respected  the 
liberty  of  person — a  rule  as  yet  struggled  against  by  us.     Although, 
therefore,  the  accounts  of  their  legislative  regulations  are  scanty,  they 
involve  the  deepest  truisms  of  political  knowledge.     Instead  of  poor 
rates,  they  struck  at  the  roots  of  pauperism  by  making  industry  a  na- 
tional feature ;  and  if  an  incredible  population  almost  for  the  limits  of 
Egypt,  and  cheap  and  plentiful  subsistence  for  all  its  members,  are 
tests  of  the  good  government  of  the  Pharaohs,  then  are  their  annals 
deserving  of  our  study  and  investigation.  That  the  people  were  happy 
under  their  rule,  and  attached  to  their  sceptre,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  love  and  adoration  paid  to  their  race,  and  the  impatience  and  re- 
peated rebellions  of  Egypt  for  centuries  under  a  foreign  yoke,  unin- 
timidated  by  their  chastisements,  and  sighing  for  a  restoration  to  na- 
tional privileges. 

An  ordinance  obliged  every  Egyptian,  once  in  the  year,  to  explain 
to  the  chief  magistrate  of  his  district  the  means  by  which  he  obtained 
his  subsistence:  the  refusal  to  comply  with  this  ordinance,  or  the  not 
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being  able  to  prove  that  a  livelihood  was  obtained  by  lionest  means, 
was  a  capital  offence. — Her.  Euterpe,  i.  429.     Diod.  b.  i,  c.  6. 

Perjury  was  punislied  by  death,  also  impiety  towards  the  gods.  If 
any  one  upon  the  road  saw  a  man  likely  to  be  killed,  and  did  not 
rescue  him  if  he  were  able,  he  was  punished  by  death  ;  if  unable  to 
do  so,  and  he  neglected  to  discover  and  prosecute  the  thieves,  he  was 
scourged,  and  kept  without  food  for  three  successive  days.  He  who 
wilfully  killed  a  freedman,  nay  even  a  bond  slave,  was  by  the  law  to  die. 
All  false  accusers  to  undergo  the  same  punishment  as  those  whom  they 
falsely  accused  were  to  have  undergone  had  the^'  been  found  guilty. 
Those  that  were  with  child  were  not  to  be  executed  till  they  were  de- 
livered ;  a  law  universally  adopted,  it  being  unjust  that  the  innocent 
should  suffer  with  the  offender,  and  two  die  for  the  offence  of  one  only. 
False  coiners,  false  weights,  counterfeited  seals,  and  forgers,  had 
both  their  hands  cut  off;  so  that  punishment  invariably  visited  the 
member  offending.  In  adultery,  the  man  received  a  thousand  lashes 
with  rods,  and  the  woman  had  her  nose  cut  off:  it  was  looked  upon  just 
that  the  adulteress,who  ornamented  herself  to  allure,  should  be  punished 
in  the  part  where  her  charms  chiefly  lay.  To  those  who  lent  money 
by  contract,  it  was  unlawful  to  take  usury  above  what  would  double 
the  stock,  and  payment  only  to  be  made  out  of  the  debtor's  goods,  but 
his  body  in  no  wise  liable  to  imprisonment.  A  most  remarkable 
law  existed  concerning  theft.  Those  who  entered  the  list  of  thieves 
gave  their  names  to  the  chief,  and  engaged  to  bring  to  him  whatever 
they  stole.  They  who  had  lost  any  thing  were  to  set  down  in  writing 
every  particular — tiie  day,  hour,  and  place,  when  and  where  they  lost 
their  goods.  Every  thing  being  thus  readily  found  out,  after  the 
things  stolen  are  valued,  the  true  owner  is  to  pay  the  fourth  part  of 
the  value,  and  so  receive  his  goods  again  ;  and  thus,  while  it  is  not 
possible  wholly  to  restrain  from  thieving,  the  lawgiver  has  found  out 
how  all  may  be  restored,  except  a  small  proportion  for  redemption. — 
Diod.  b.  i.  c.  6. 

"(57)   See  the  fac-simile  of  this  funereal  procession  in  plates  to 
Egj-ptiaca,  plate  ^4. 

(58)  Aulus  Gellius,  vol.  iii.  PA. 

(59)  Aulus  Gellius.  vol.  i.  )  9C. 
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(60)  The  sacrifices  of  the  dead  and  the  mysteries  of  the  caverns 
are  happily  hidden  from  our  knowledge  in  a  degree ;  but  enough  re- 
mains to  testify  to  their  corruptions  and  their  universality.  The  sacred 
Scriptures  evidence  that  these  were  the  rites  of  Canaan  and  of  Egypt 
and  her  vicinity.  It  was  doubtless  these  orgies  wliich  the  Israelites 
practised,  drawing  down  such  exemplary  vengeance — see  Psalm  cvi. 
28 ; — instead  of,  '  ate  the  offerings  of  the  dead,'  the  original  is,  '  ate 
the  offerings  of  the  Muthim,'  or  the  infernal  powers,  as  Muth  is  the 
Phoenician  term  of  Pluto  and  of  death.  Isaiah  also,  in  chap,  xxviii. 
1 5, '  Because  ye  have  said.  We  have  cut  asunder  food  for  Muth  (Pluto), 
and  with  Shawl  (Hades)  have  we  made  a  compact.'  Separating  an 
animal  denoted  a  compact,  as  in  the  sacrifice  of  Abraham  and  the 
burning  lamp.  The  Muthim  were  the  Cabiri,  Ceres,  Proserpine,  or 
Hecate,  Pluto,  and  Mercury.  Hosea  says,  chap.  ix.  '  They  went  to 
Baal-peor,  and  separated  themselves  to  that  shame.'  Micah,  chap.  i. 
says,  'naked  shame:'  and  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  chap.  xxx.  17,  where 
the  Phibeseth  (the  Arabian  translation  writes  Busta  or  Bubastes — the 
former  is  at  this  instant  its  name  among  the  Arabs  of  the  desert),  who 
was  Diana  or  Hecate,  and  called  the  shame-faced  goddess ;  and  these 
were  the  infernal  Muthim.  The  Greeks  derived  their  mysteries  from 
Egypt,  and  the  votaries  of  Peor  worshipped  the  Muthim.  Clemens 
censures  their  indecencies ;  and  their  rites  were  solenmized  by  human 
sacrifices  and  much  obscurity  in  caverns.  Isaiaii's  words  are, '  A 
people  that  sacrifice  in  gardens,  which  remain  among  the  graves,  and 
lodge  in  the  monuments,  and  eat  swine's  flesh,' — a  sentence  connecting 
the  rites  of  Peor  and  worship  of  the  Muthim. — Classical  Journal,  vol.  ix. 

(61)  Human  sacrifices.  This  subject  is  curious  and  interesting. 
The  French  savans  would  fain  advocate  the  purity  and  also  the  hu- 
mane chart  3ter  of  Egyptian  rites.  In  vain  every  temple  is  pointed 
cut  as  exhibiting  sculptures  of  human  sacrifices :  unable  to  deny  their 
existence,  they  are  refined  away  as  mythological;  but  corruption,  de- 
based practices,  and  bloodshed,  lie  at  the  roots  of  Egyptian  cere- 
monies ;  and  the  subject  is  too  important  to  dilute  away  in  compliment. 
— See  Porphyry,  on  three  men  sacrificed  annually  to  the  goddess  of 
Elethias,  who  were  examined  as  so  many  calves.     Her.  i.  276,  note. 

The  Egyptians  report,  that  anciently  men  that  had  red  hair,  like 
Typhon,  were  sacrificed  by  the  kings  at  the  sepulchre  of  Osiris. — 
Diod.  b.  i.  c.  6.    Men  were  also  sacrificed  at  Heliopolis ;  the  goddess 
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of  Elethias  was  worshipped  under  the  form  of  a  vulture ;  three  human 
victims  were  sacrificed  every  day  during  the  dog-days,  being  burnt 
alive,  and  their  ashes  scattered  abroad.  To  these  unhappy  men  they 
gave  the  epithet  of  Typhonian.— Univ.  Hist.  i.  566.  Plutarch,  quoting 
of  Manetho,  says,  in  the  city  of  Elethias,  they  burn  even  men  alive, 
giving  them  the  name  of  Typhos,  and  winnowing  their  ashes  through 
a  sieve,  to  scatter  and  disperse  them  in  the  air. —  Isis  and  Osiris,  100. 

(62)  Every  implement  around  of  iron.  It  is  clearly  proved,  from 
the  ingenious  researches  of  M.  Belzoni,  that  iron  was  known  to  the 
ancient  Egyptians,  an  iron  sickle  being  found  by  him  in  an  ancient 
sepulchre. 

(63)  The  goddess  of  Elethias,  adored  under  the  form  of  a  vulture 
in  these  rites. — Univ.  Hist.  vol.  i.  483. 

(64)  It  is  a  pleasing  example  of  the  beautiful  regularity  and  uni- 
formity of  the  laws  of  Nature,  that  in  all  ages  the  standard  of  the  in- 
undation of  the  Nile  appears  to  have  existed  as  at  present,  at  the 
medium  of  sixteen  cubits. — See  note  in  vol.  i. 

(65)  Herodotus,  lib.  ii.  Diod.  lib.  i.  express  clearly  the  characler 
of  the  initiations  of  Isis  and  the  Osiric  mysteries.  Apuleius  mentions 
the  ark  of  Isis,  and  describes  it  as  containing  the  sacred  symbols  used 
in  the  mysteries. — Metam.  lib.  xi.  6.  They  were  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  mournful  rites  of  the  caves  and  worsliip  of  the  powers 
of  death,  as  in  a  preceding  note;  which  power  .alike  presides  over 
destruction  and  regeneration ;  and  as  the  Orphic  poet  speaks,  con- 
sumes and  reproduces  all  things,  being  propitiated  with  human  blood 
in  reference  to  the  former  attributes,  and  with  these  mysteries  and 
rites  in  allusion  to  the  latter. — Argonautics;  Orphic  Hymn;  Aristo- 
phanes, &c. 

{66)  The  extraordinary  distance  to  which  the  indefatigable  Belzoni 
traced  the  subterranean  passage  under  the  sarcophagus  in  the  tomb  of 
Psammis,withoutfully  ascertaining  its  length,  places  the  supposititious 
communications  of  the  Theban  sepulchres  within  the  pale  of  probability. 

(67)  To  the  north-west,  and  a  little  distance  from  Edfu,  was  Hiera- 
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conpolis,  or  tlie  city  of  the  hawks;  its  ruins  evidence  its  existence  in 
the  time  of  the  Pliaraohs. — Champ,  vol.  i.  178.  Tiiis  was  a  different 
species  from  tlie  hawks  preserved  at  Philoe,  and  brought  from  Ethio- 
pia. The  hawk  is  deified  because  the  augurs  make  use  of  the  swift 
flight  of  these  birds  in  their  divinations. — Diod.  b.  i.  c.  6. 

Whoever  kills  an  hawk  or  ibis  cannot  by  any  means  escape  death : 
in  the  hawk  the  Egyptians  worshipped  Osiris  or  the  sun,  of  which 
the  brightness  of  its  eyes  was  an  emblem. — Her.  Euterpe,  i.  290. 

In  the  island  of  Philoe  are  siUI  remaining  these  granite  .shrines 
or  cages  wherein  the  sacred  hawks  were  kept,  the  objects  of  their 
worship. 

(68)  The  ancient  government  of  Egypt  is  likely  to  become  wilhiu 
a  few  years  a  very  interesting  subject  of  discussion  in  Europe,  and 
the  resources  whence  were  fed  the  numerous  subjects  of  the  thrones  of 
Egypt,  Syria,  and  Lydia,  claim  our  serious  attention.  The  same  sun 
and  the  same  atmospiiere  call  foith  the  same  productions  from  the 
same  soil.  We  should  now  read  with  avidity  every  fragment  that 
could  throw  light  on  the  political  economy  of  these  governments :  the 
modes  they  adopted  to  encourage  population,  to  promote  commerce,  to 
collect  their  revenues,  to  administer  justice,  and  to  preserve  the  public 
peace,  would  be  so  many  valuable  precedents  in  the  present  age. — 
Hamilton,  226. 

(69)  The  Egyptians,  of  all  other  people,  are  the  most  grateful  for 
favours  done  them,  judging  gratitude  to  be  the  safest  guard  of  their 
lives,  inasmuch  as  it  is  evident,  that  all  are  most  ready  to  do  good  to 
them,  with  whom  are  laid  up  the  treasures  of  a  grateful  mind  to  make 
a  suitable  return.  And  for  these  reasons  they  honour  and  adore  their__ 
kings  no  less  than  as  if  they  were  very  gods. — Diod.  bk.  i.  c.  7. 

(70)  Near  the  grottos  of  Silsilis,  described  in  Hamilton's  Egyptiaca, 
p.  84,  are  numerous  excavated  blocks  of  granite,  among  which  yet  re- 
main the  sculpture  here  named  ;  it  is  also  fully  delineated  in  the  folio 
plates  of  Norden. 

(71)  Damasius,  in  an  inquiry  respecting  the  first  mundane  principle, 
tells  us,  that  the  Egyptians  celebrate  the  primal  cause  as  unspeakable  ; 
that  they  style  it,  '  Darkness  unknown  ;'  that  they  mention  it  with  the 
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threefold  acclamation  ;  and  tijat  they  hold  this  principle  to  be  an  incon- 
ceivable darkness. — Bryant,  p.  170. —  Cudworth,  b.  i.  c.  4.  354. 

Plutarch  also  says,  that  they  considered  darkness  to  be  older  than 
light  (Isis  and  Osiris)  ;  and  it  is  very  evident  they  highly  venerated 
the  goddess  Night  or  Darkness. 

The  priests  say  their  gods  shine  in  the  heavens  like  so  many 
stars :  thus  the  soul  of  Isis  was  translated  into  Sirius  or  Soihis,  the 
Dog-star;  Horus  into  Orion,  and  Typlion  into  the  Bear. —  Isis  and 
Osiris,  28. — And  Homer  sings: 

Gentle  Night,  to  whom  I  fled  for  aid. 


(The  friend  of  eartl)  and  heaven)  her  wings  display'd  ; 

Impower'd  the  wrath  of  gods  and  men  to  tame. 

E'en  Jove  rever'd  the  venerable  dame. — Iliad,  b.  xiv.  295. 

(72)  The  Egyptians  are  divided  into  seven  classes.  These  are  the 
piiests,  the  military,  herdsmen,  swineherds,  tradesmen,  interpreters, 
and  pilots.  They  take  their  names  from  tlicir  professions.  Egypt  is 
divided  into  provinces,  and  the  soldiers,  from  those  which  they  inhabit, 
are  called  Calasiries  and  Hermotybies. — Her.  Euterpe,  b.  i.  c.  417. 

(73)  The  Ethiopians  are  reported  to  be  superior  to  all  other  men  in 
the  perfections  of  size  and  beauty.  When  Canibyses,  king  of  Persia, 
sent  an  embassy  to  examine  the  s:ate  of  their  country,  the  Ethiopian 
prince  drew  a  bow  of  extraordinary  size,  and  sent  him  this  message : 
'■  Wiien  his  subjects  shall  be  able  to  bend  this  bow  with  the  same  ease 
that  I  do ;  tlien,  with  a  superiority  of  numbers,  he  may  venture  to 
attack  theMacrobian  Ethiopians.  In  the  meantime,  let  him  be  thank- 
ful to  the  gods,  that  the  Ethiopians  have  not  been  inspired  with  the 
same  ambitious  views  of  extending  their  possessions.' 

They  were  told  that  the  majority  of  the  people  lived  to  the  age  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  but  that  some  even  exceeded  that 
period.  A  certain  fountain  of  water  was  shown,  the  constant  use  of 
which  caused  the  extreme  length  of  life  which  the  Ethiopians  attain. — 
H.  Thalia,  ii.  24. 

(74)  The  statement  which  Herodotus  gives  of  the  size  and  beauty 
of  the  Ethiopians  is  fully  confirmed  by  the  details  of  Mr.  Waddington. 
Among  many  instances,  he  says,  the  son  of  the  Malck  Nouraddin  of 
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Berber,  altlioiigh  on !_v  twenty-two  years  old,  was  six  feet  four  inches 
in  height.— He  never  saw  such  beautiful  specimens  of  horses;  they 
were  eighteen  hands  high,  beautifully  formed,  of  high  courage  and 
superb  gait.  When  njounted,  they  tossed  their  flowing  manes  aloft 
higher  than  the  turbaned  heads  of  tiieir  riders. 

(75)  Pliny,  lib.  v.  cap.  i-K. ,  describes  the  entrance  of  the  Nile  into 
Egypt,  and  the  impediments  and  violence  of  its  course  from  the  cata- 
racts, in  terms  very  similar  to  its  present  character. 

Mr.  Waddington  describes  the  junction  of  Bahar  el  Abiai^,  or  the 
White  River,  with  the  Nile,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  supposed  site  of 
Meroe,  in  a  manner  very  similar  to  the  words  of  Pliny  on  the  same 
spot.  '  About  the  island  of  Meroe,  the  channel  going  on  the  left 
hand  is  called  Astabores,  '  coming  forth  of  darkness  ;'  but  that  on  the 
right  hand,  Astusapes,  or  '  the  hidden.' '  Thus  both  delineate  an  island 
encircled  by  two  distinct  streams. 

(76)  The  annual  procession  of  the  shrine  and  priests  of  Jupiter 
Ammon  proceeded  up  the  Nile  every  year  with  a  splendid  train  into 
Ethiopia,  or  most  probably,  to  a  temple  of  the  same  god  at  Meroe. 
There  he  was  received  with  much  pomp,  and  at  length  returned  to 
Egypt,  after  honouring  with  his  presence  the  annual  festival  of  the 
Ethiopians  or  Mcroites.     To  this  Homer  alludes,  Iliad,  Ik.  i.  v.  423. 

(77)  At  Elephantine,  and  approaching  the  cataracts,  the  temples 
acquire  a  higher  character  of  antiquity  in  their  shape  and  hue;  and  the 
deity  represented  on  the  walls  is  the  Ram's  Head,  or  Ammon,  and  is 
depicted  with  a  double  visage,  an  aged  and  youthful  countenance  con- 
joined, and  doubtless  the  prototype  of  the  Roman  Janus. 

(78)  Memnoii,  whose  name  is  appropriated  to  the  Colossus  of 
Gournou,  is  said  to  liave  his  obse(iuies  yearly  commemorated  by  a 
flight  of  birds  (ravens  ,  who,  dividing  into  two  armies,  fight  with  fury 
until  half  are  slain,  and  the  angry  ghost  is  annually  propitiated  by  the 
blood  of  tlic  winged  combatants. — Hesiod.  1  hcog.  v.  !)84 ;  Ovid. 
Metam.  bk.  xiii.  v.  ,576.— The  probability  is,  that  Memnon  is  no  other 
than  Miamun  or  Ammon,  the  solar  deity;  and  these  commemorative 
conflicts  are  his  priests  called  ravens,  as  the  priestesses  of  Venus  were 
termed  doves,  and  ihote  of  Jupiter  lions ;  and  who  practising  his 
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mysteries  lionoured  liini  by  thejr  Mood- shedding,  as  in  the  grand  cere- 
iTioiiics  of  Jagan.ith  at  this  dav. 

The  oracle  of  Ammon  was  from  two  black  pigeons  who  flew  from 
Thebes  in  Egypt:  one,  settling  on  a  beech-tree,  declared  with  a  human 
voice,  that  here  by  divine  appointment  was  to  be  an  oracle  of  Jupiter. 
— Herodotus. 

(79)  In  a  very  curious  work  of  Dr.  Owen's,  termed  '  A  Natural 
History  of  Serpents,'  mixing  up  many  interesting  digressions  with  his 
Natural  History,  is  the  following  remark,  evidently  alluding  to  the 
accounts  of  the  Ethiopians  preserving  their  ancestors  in  cofRns  of  glass 
(page  1 05,  taken  from  Pliny) :  '  These  black  shining  serpents  remind  me 
of  the  Obsidian  stones,  named  from  one  Obsidius,  who  first  found  tliem 
in  Eiliiopia.  It  is  a  natural  glass,  ratiier  a  stone  than  metal:  as 
passive  as  the  former,  enduring  the  graver's  tool,  diaphanous  and  pel- 
lucid, receiving  images,  and  like  glass  transmitting  all  forms  and 
shapes:  of  tliis  the  tombs  of  the  Ethiopians  were  made. 

(80)  The  reverence  paid  by  the  ancient  world  to  the  heads  or 
springs  of  rivers  may  deserve  a  short  notice  connected  with  the  Nile. 
Berosus  in  Sanchoniathon,  details  the  Babylonian  tradition  of  the 
deluge,  itself  the  transcript  of  all  other  legends.  Omoroca  in  the 
beginning  presided  over  all  chaos,  until  the  hour  of  creation  arrived ; 
she  was  slain  and  cut  asunder  by  Belus  : — the  earth  was  formed  of  one 
half  of  her  form,  tiie  iieavcns  of  the  other  half.  Afterwards,  Belus 
cut  off  his  own  head,  and  other  gods,  mixing  the  blood  with  eartii, 
formed  tiie  human  species.  Hence  man  is  endowed  with  reason,  and 
partakes  of  the  divine  nature.  Belus  also  divided  darkness  from  light, 
the  earth  from  tiu>  heavens,  and  called  forth  the  starry  Iiost.  Tiie 
legend  of  Belus  losing  his  head  is  repeated  in  Brahma. — As.  Res.  i. 
24G.  The  heads,  therefore,  of  Belus  and  Brahma  in  these  traditions, 
represent  tliat  being  from  whom,  at  the  commencement  of  each  world, 
is  born  the  whole  race  of  mankind.  From  the  floatinji  mundane  ess 
also  the  older  Theogonies  trace  mankind  to  proceed.  But  the  form  of 
the  human  head  is  nearly  that  of  an  egg,  and  tiie  iiicroglyphic  symbol 
the  same ;  it,  however,  connects  itself  witii  the  deluge  as  tiie  second 
birth  of  man,  by  its  association  with  the  boat  or  ark.  Thus  Lucian 
says,  the  Egyptians  yearly  commemorated  the  enclosure  of  Osiris  in 
the  ark  by  Typlion,  by  making  a  p:ipyriiie  vessel,  in  form  represent- 
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ji)g  the  head  of  tlie  iltiiy,  and  conimittiiig  it  to  tlie  winds  and  waves  — 
it  reached  Byblos  in  seven  days.  Lucian  says  it  resembled  a  human 
head  ;  but  wo  see  it  now  on  the  imperisliable  walls  of  Dendera  and 
Thebes,  where  the  sculptures  are  a  liuman  head  placed  in  a  lunette  or 
boat.  The  Hindoo  representation  is  the  same, — the  head  of  Belus, 
lirahma,  or  Osiris,  symbolized  like  the  mundane  egg;  the  world,  and 
the  ark,  and  the  production  of  mankind  from  it ;  their  first  birth  from 
the  earth,  and  the  second  their  preservation  from  the  deluge,  and 
birth  from  the  ark.  Hence,  human  heads  were  sacrificed  to  Hades  or 
Pluto,  whom  Syncellus  calls  Belus;  hence,-  magical  oracular  heads; 
hence,  the  bleeding  head  of  Tolas  in  the  Roman  tradition,  found  in 
digging  the  foundations  of  the  Capitol,  and  the  heads  of  a  horse  and  a 
heifer  found  at  Carthage.  Thus  also  Egypt  venerated  the  head  of  the 
bull  as  the  representative  of  Osiris,  crowned  with  the  niodius  or  bushel, 
placing  it  between  the  horns  polished  and  formed  to  resemble  a  lunette 
or  boat.  Hence,  the  fables  of  rivers  springing  from  the  heads  of 
deities,  the  Gunga  and  Nile;  also  Minerva  or  Neith,  the  same  as  Isis 
or  Venus.  Gunga,  or  the  genius  of  the  Ganges,  which,  like  the  Nile, 
symbolized  the  deluge,  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  same  as  the  goddess 
Isi  and  the  Argha ;  and  as  the  Ganges  flows  from  Vishnou,  so  we 
may  gather  from  Homer,  that  the  Nile  in  a  similar  manner  flows  from 
Deva  or  Jupiter,  which  the  description  of  the  poet  gives  the  greatest 
reason  to  refer  to  the  Nile.  The  term  Oceanus  applied  to  the  Nile  by 
Diodorus  is  not  considered  by  ChampoUion  as  meaning  the  sea,  which 
the  Egyptians  execrated  as  the  type  of  Typhon,  but  as  derived  from  an 
Egyptian  word,  meaning  strictljr  niger,  black.  Thus  Plutarch,  in 
his  Isis  and  Osiris,  says,  '  Osiris,  which  means  the  Nile,  is  said  to  have 
been  of  a  black  colour;*  and  Egypt  itself,  by  reason  of  the  extreme 
blackness  of  the  soil,  is  called  Chemia,  the  name  they  give  to  the  pupil 
of  the  eye.  Diodorus  also  calls  it  the  Eagle  or  iEtos,  from  the  ra- 
pidity and  force  of  its  waters,  and  Nilus,  meaning  '  the  river.' — Champ. 
i.  128. 

(81)  At  Paprcmis  the  god  of  war.  Mars,  was  worshipped  with  sin- 
gular ceremonies  of  strife  and  bloodshed,  not  very  dissimilar  to  the 
Moloch  oH'erings  of  Jaggcrnaut,  as  detailed  in  the  pages  of  Buchanan. 
— Her.  Euteqje,  i.  286. 

Bears  or  rather  hyenas  were  held  sacred  in  this  district,  as  also  the 
hippopotamus,  both  animals  symbols  of  evil. — Her,  Eulcipc,  i.  300. 
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(82)  The  Nile  was  esteemed  -.iml  worshipped  as  a  god,  having 
cities,  priests,  festivals,  and  sacrifices,  consecrated  to  it.  Traces  of 
these  superstitions,  as  also  of  (heir  festivals,  are  still  preserved. —  He- 
rodotus, Euterpe,  i.  ii\i). 

(83)  It  is  reasonable  to  infer,  that  the  Nile  was  considered  a  para- 
disiacal stream  in  the  Isiac  mysteries,  as  well  as  a  river  of  Hades  float- 
ing a  baris.  It  flowed  from  a  mountain  of  the  moon,  as  stated  in 
the  ancient  geography.  Diodorus  records  its  overflowing  all  Egypt, 
and  Tzitzes  tells  us  Ogyges  was  king  of  Egyptian  Thebes,  when  it 
alone  arose  above  the  water. 

(84)  Diodorus  calls  it  the  Ocean  and  Siris ;  by  Isaiah  it  is  called 
Sibor,  which  Selden  remarks  is  the  same  word  as  Osiris,  and  thus 
connecting  the  stream  with  their  deity,  they  precipitated  a  virgin 
into  the  Nile,  commemorative  of  setting  Osiris  afloat  in  his  bark  : 
thus  the  image  of  Isi  or  Darga  is  still  annually  cast  into  the  Ganges, 
and  the  Hindoos  style  the  ceremony  a  restoring  of  the  goddess  to  the 
waters.  And  in  Egypt  to  this  present  day  a  clay  female  statue  is 
annually  made  and  thrown  into  the  Nile. 

The  greatest  breadth  of  this  majestic  river  may  be  computed 
at  two  thousand  feet,  or  about  one-third  of  a  geographic  mile.  Its 
motion  is  even  slower  than  the  Thames,  and  does  not  exceed  three 
miles  per  hour.  This  rate  has  been  observed  to  be  that  of  the  Ganges 
and  Burrampootcr  (in  Phil.  Trans,  for  1781  ;)  and  perhaps  is  that  in 
general  of  rivers  that  run  through  beds  formed  of  their  own  alluvions- 
This  is  to  be  understood  of  the  season  when  they  are  not  swollen  by  the 
periodical  rains. — Browne. 

This  river  is  so  truly  the  characteristic  feature  of  Egypt,  that  the 
reader  will  perhaps  not  complain  at  having  all  its  particulars  thrown 
together.  Egypt,  in  its  length  from  south  to  north,  is  about  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty  miles ;  it  is  so  contracted  in  its  breadth  among  barren 
mountains,  that  in  many  places  it  is  hardly  four  miles  broad,  in  few 
places  above  eight ;  till  near  Cairo  it  begins  to  enlarge  itself,  and  so 
continues  even  to  the  sea;  being  between  Rosetta  and  Damietta  a 
hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  from  Rosetta  to  Alexandria  thirty  miles 
in  width.  The  Nile,  which  runs  the  full  length  of  the  kingdom,  ends 
in  the  Mediterranean  sea.  To  this  river  Egypt  owes  its  fertility,  and 
its  inhabitants  the  greatest  of  blessings,  their  health  and  abundance; 
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yet  neither  their  ricii  princes  nor  their  wise  priests  could  ever  discover 
its  source.  Sesostris,  Ptolemy,  and  Cyrus  sought  for  it  in  vain; 
Alexander  the  Great  consulted  the  oracle  of  Jupiter  Amnion  to  find  it 
out ;  and  Canibyses,  according  to  Strubo,  spent  a  whole  year  in  the 
attempt,  yet  both  were  disappointed.  If  we  may  believe  the  poet 
Luean,  Julius  Caesar  would  have  foregone  his  ambitious  projects, 
could  he  have  been  assured  to  have  found  out  this  secret.— Greenhill, 
p.  128. 

Its  real  source  is  still  unknown.  The  details  of  Mr.  Waddington,  as 
well  as  the  communications  from  the  army  of  the  Egyptian  Viceroy, 
-prove  the  discovery  of  the  Geesh  springs  by  the  enterprising  and  in- 
jured Bruce  to  be  the  head  of  the  Blue  River  only,  while  the  actual 
fountains  of  the  Nile  are  yet  concealed.  The  length  of  the  Nile,  as  far  as 
discovered  to  the  cataracts  or  its  entrance  into  Egypt,  is  computed  at 
about  1450  miles;  its  course  afterward  to  the  sea  through  the  Egyptian 
valley,  about  560  miles. 

(85)  Silsilis. — Champollion,  vol.  i.  p.  170.  The  most  extraor- 
dinary phenomena  to  be  visited  are  the  excavations  of  Silsili;  the 
caverns  are  prodigious.  Here  also  is  the  ebauchc  of  a  sphinx  re- 
sembling that  of  the  pyramids ;  also  two  colossal  crio  sphinxes  resem- 
bling those  of  the  great  avenues  of  Thebes.  The  admiration  is  ar- 
rested at  every  step  by  monuments  of  bold  design  and  great  mechanic 
powers,  &c. — For  details,  see  Egyptiaca,  84. 

(86)  Without  being  scrupulously  particular  in  the  scale,  the  dimen- 
sions being  named  solely  to  afford  to  the  reader  a  conception  of  their 
magnitude :  the  Egyptian  cubit  is  used  as  being  a  foot  and  half  English 
measure, 

(87)  All  Egypt  is  divided  into  three  parts,  whereof  the  first  is 
allotted  to  the  priests,  who  are  highly  reverenced,  and  are  in  great 
authority  among  the  people,  both  for  their  piety  towards  the  gods, 
and  their  great  wisdom  and  learning,  wherein  they  instruct  the 
people ;  and  the\'  are  always  at  the  king's  elbow  as  the  chief  of  his 
counsel,  who  assist,  advise,  and  instruct  him  upon  all  occasions.  Tlicy 
are  free  from  all  publie  taxes  and  impositions,  and  are  in  the  second 
place  to  the  king  in  honour  and  authority. —Diod.  b.  i.  c.  G. 
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(88)  A  prince  cannot  reign  in  Egypt  if  he  be  ignorant  of  sacred 
affairs.  If  an  individual  of  any  other  class  comes  accidentally  to  the 
crown,  lie  must  be  immediately  admitted  to  the  sacerdotal  order.  The 
kings  must  be  either  the  order  of  priests  or  soldiers.  When  they  have 
chosen  a  warrior  for  king,  lie  is  instantly  admitted  into  the  order  of 
priest,  who  instruct  him  in  their  mysterious  philosophy. — Her.  Euterpe, 
i.  386. 

(89)  In  speaking  of  Ethiopia,  it  merits  notice,  as  a  subject  for  in- 
vestigation, how  much  the  title  appears  originally  to  be  that  of  a  sa- 
cerdotal class  rather  than  of  a  distinct  region,  as  now  applied  by  us  ex- 
clusively to  a  part  of  Africa :  v/ithout  this  clue,  the  term  is  cumbered 
with  numerous  obscurities  and  many  seemingly  conflicting  statements. 
The   scholar  in  Sanscrit  can  but  decide  upon  one  etymology  from 
Yatupa  or  Japheth,  as  in  the  Hindoo  accounts,  whence  the  Greeks 
formed  their  Ethiops;  or,  as  Mr.  Bryant  derives  it,  from  JEth,  a  solar 
title.     Eusebius  calls  Chus  an  Ethiopian,  and  Nimrod  also :   it  is  a 
title  of  Zeus;  and  Lycophron  terms  Prometheus  an  Egyptian  god — 
he  is  identified  with  Osiris,  himself  an  Ethiopian.     Strabo  calls  Phe- 
nicia  Ethiopia ;  Pliny  so  terms  Lesbos.     Kerman,  a  Persian  province, 
bears  this  title  ;  and  in  the  prophets  it  is  applied  equally  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Arabia,  the  Red  Sea,  and  Egypt.     Herodotus  describes  a 
Western  and  Eastern  Ethiopia.     St.  Jerome  terms  Colchis  and  the 
river  Phasis   Ethiopia:    the  Periplus  evidences  them  on  the  Indus. 
In  the  first  and  twenty-third  books  of  the  Iliad,   Homer  leads  his 
gods  to  Oceanus  Jshown  to  be  a  title  of  the  Nile)  to  mix  with  the  blame- 
less Ethiopian  race.     The  sense  is  not  to  feast  but  in  a  sacred  sense, 
as  Cowper  literally  renders  it,  '  Where  hecatombs  are  offered  to  the 
gods.'     Homer  w;is  intimately  acquainted  with  Egypt,  the  parent  of 
Grecian  mythology ;  and  the  context  warrants  the  conclusion,  that  he 
meant  a  sacred  race  devoted  to  the  gods,  whose  official  designation  is  per- 
petuated in  this  region,  while  the  other  countries  so  termed  have  lost 
it  in  their  political  changes.      It  would  be  a  work  of  much  interest  to 
trace  the  myths  of  Bacchus  and  lacchus,  clearly  identified  with  Osiris 
and  the  Indian  deities  :  the  nebris  robe,  the  spotted  panther's  skin,  the 
orgies  and  rites,  are  not  only  traced  in  the  Egyptian  and  Grecian  re- 
cords, but  Arrian  and  Quintus  Curtius  saw  them  exactly  the  same 
in  Alexander's  Indian  expedition ;  and  the  long  tail  of  the  spotted  pan- 
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ther,  seen  in  every  sculptured  Egyptian  figure,  and  so  beautifully  em- 
bossed and  delineated  in  two  royal  figures  of  the  tomb  of  Psammis  or 
Necho,  gives  a  title  to  the  king  of  Candy,  a  Bhoodist,  at  this  very  in- 
stant. Wherever  the  mysteries  of  these  deities  penetrated,  there,  or 
in  a  bordering  land,  throughout  the  whole  earth,  may  be  also  traced  an 
Ethiopia.  There  are  traditions  of  a  something  mental  lost  and  sought 
for,  as  in  Isis,  lo,  Ceres, — all  allegorized  also  on  vases ;  there  is  an 
Arghu,  Argo,  or  vessel  tossed  on  a  tempestuous  ocean ;  there  is  a 
check  received,  a  retreat,  a  dispersion,  and  a  slain  god.  These  coin- 
cidences, flowing  from  the  earliest  patriarchal  records  in  so  many 
distant  lands,  are  interesting  points  of  notice. 

Blr.  Waddington  has  not  hesitated  to  adopt  the  account  of  Diodorus 
to  Ethiopia  and  its  priority  to  Egypt  in  its  full  extent ;  a  conclusion, 
in  some  respects,  of  infinite  difficulty  :  in  two  points  an  error  mani- 
festly exists,  on  which  Mr.  Waddington  grounds  his  opinion  :  the  first, 
that  the  Ethiopians  used  commonly  the  hieroglyphic  language  as  well 
as  alphabetic,  which  being  in  Egypt  only  known  to  the  priests,  infers 
a  priority  of  knowledge.  Now,  although  it  long  has  been  surmised 
these  symbols  were  ideal,  not  alphabetic,  it  has  recently  been  evidently 
demonstrated  by  M.  Champollion,  that  the  Egj-ptian  hieroglyphic 
characters  were  available  as  an  alphabet  in  every  usage  of  language, 
and  as  a  record  of  sacred  things  or  science  they  were  peculiarly 
adopted.  The  second  point  is,  Ethiopia  may  be  prior  to  Egypt, 
yet  mean,  in  the  sense  it  was  communicated  to  tiie  Greek,  the  land  of 
Shinar  or  the  East,  not  their  African  land,  as  already  shown.  The 
subject  deserves  notice  even  at  the  risk  of  being  deemed  tedious,  as  if 
an  intercourse,  a  probable  point  of  union  is  shown  in  Egypt,  Ethiopia, 
and  India,  all  history  seems  harmonising  upon  the  principal  obscurities 
of  antiquity.  Now  singling  Ethiopia  as  a  thread  of  the  united  tradi- 
tions of  the  remotest  eras,  Herodotus  saj's,  the  Macrobian  Ethiopians 
were  superior  to  all  other  men  in  size  and  beauty;  they  were  just  to 
their  neighbours,  of  great  longevity,  despised  precious  metats,  preferred 
the  useful  ones,  embalmed  their  dead :  from  Elephantine  all,  he  says, 
is  Ethiojjia — the  Ethiopians  possess  half  of  Elephantine  itself.  He 
names  a  journey  of  fifty-two  days  to  IMeroe,  where  is  an  oracle  of 
Ammon,  and  divine  honours  are  paid  to  Jupiter  and  Bacchus;  he  then 
narrates  a  journey  of  fifty-two  days'  further  extent  to  the  country  of  the 
Automolis,  or  200,000  Egyptians,  who,  leaving  Egypt  in  the  reign 
of  Psummeticus,  migrated  into  Ethiopia,  whereby  the  Ethiopians,  he 
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says,  imbibed  a  tincture  of  Egyptian  manners,  and  became  greatly 
{civilised.  Thus  liie  course  of  the  Nile  is  known  for  tiie  space  of  four 
months  beyond  Egypt :  he  has  also  a  curious  account  of  some  explorers 
of  ancient  Africa,  the  Nasamones,  taken  captives  by  dwarfish  blacks, 
and  conveyed  to  a  river  having  crocodiles,  and  kindly  used.  He  says 
the  Ethiopians  adapted  circumciyion,  and  he  describes  the  Ammonian 
Ethiopians,  or  mixed  black  race  adjoining  Egypt,  whom  he  shows  were 
partly  Troglodytes,  who  formed  a  part  of  Xerxes' army,  and  who  were 
subdued  by  Cambyses,  and  paid  tribute  to  Persia. 

Diodorus  Siculus,  who  visited  Egypt  about  500  years  after  He- 
rodotus, in  his  history,  details  the  accounts  given  him  by  the  priests; 
that  they  were  the  first  living  men  sprung  out  of  the  earth  ;  they  first 
instituted  religious  rites;  that  they  were  never  conquered;  that  Hercules 
and  Bacchus,  who  over-ran  the  earth,  retired,  awed  by  their  piety ; 
Egypt  was  formed  from  tiie  mud  of  tiieir  river;  the  Egyptian  laws 
were  the  same  as  theirs;  they  taught  them  statuary,  the  characters  of 
their  letters,  and  manner  of  burial :  also  states,  that  as  in  Egypt  the 
sacred  character  is  only  known  to  the  priest,  in  Ethiopia  they  use  both 
characters  indiscriminately;  the  colleges  of  priests  in  both  countries 
liave  the  same  regulations;  that  the  Ethiopian  laws  differ  in  the  election 
of  a  king,  also  a  law  that  no  man  should  be  put  to  death,  but  in  the 
event  of  a  high  crime  he  is  commanded  to  destroy  himself;  the  king 
also  held  his  life  subject  to  a  mandate  from  the  priests  of  Meroe,  who, 
whensoever  they  please,  send  a  messenger  to  the  king  commanding 
him  to  put  himself  to  death,  and  it  is  obeyed.  Diodorus  declares  the 
defection  of  the  200,000  troops  in  the  reign  of  Psammeticus,  also  of 
preserving  their  embalmed  in  glass  coffins. 

Major  Rcnnell,  in  his  usual  perspicuous  style,  clears  these  particulars 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  There  were  then  two  classes,  Africans  and 
Ethiopians,  as  there  are  now  Moors  and  Negroes ;  and  they  still  sub- 
sist nearly  in  the  same  limits.  Ethiopia  proper.  Nubia,  and  Abyssinia, 
which  Herodotus  terms  the  extremity  of  the  habitable  globe,  as  we 
speak  of  New  Holland,  from  our  minute  part  of  its  vast  extent.  The 
Macrobian  race,  large-sized,  handsome,  and  long-lived,  are  evidently  a 
distinct  race  from  those  bordering  on  Egypt.  In  Herodotus,  Thalia, 
they  are  said  to  inhabit  that  part  of  Libya  towards  the  Southern  Ocean 
or  the  Indian  Sea;  but  as  the  inhabitants  of  Elephantine  understood 
their  language,  we  conclude  tlicm  to  be  the  same  as  the  Abyssinians, 
whose  dominions  might  extend  south-west  to  the  ocean.  The  Animonians 
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conquered  by  Cambyses,  in  his  way  to  the  Macrobians,were  the  race  hold- 
ing Nubia,  between  Egypt  and  Abyssinia.  Herodotus  makes  the  Nile  to 
be  known  to  the  country  of  the  Automoli,  or  four  months' journey,  about 
1200  geographic  miles  ;  and  as  IVIeroe  was  about  mid- way,  they  must 
have  occupied  the  frontiers  and  vicinity  of  Abyssinia.    Respecting  the 
Nasamones  and  their  capture  bj'  the  dwarfish  blacks,  Major  RenneU 
conceives  they  must  have  reached  the  Niger,  and  the  dwarfish  race 
were  tiie  Negroes,  the  Troglodytes  of  Diodorus,  the  original  settlers 
whom  the  Macrobians  civilized.     Africa,  according  to  Herodotus,  was 
surrounded  by  the  ocean,  and  the  Macrobians  extended  to  the  ocean 
beyond  the  outlet  of  the  Arabian  Gulf.     The  question  is,  therefore, 
whence  came  the  Macrobian  race?     Although  putting  forth  such  pre- 
tensions to  antiquity,  they  are  manifestly,  according  to  Diodorus,  not 
the  first  settlers   of  the  land,  who  were  these  dwarfish   Negroes  or 
Troglodytes  :  but  Justin,  Trogus,  Manetho,  and  Eusebius  detail  the 
progress  of  a  race  highly  gifted  with  personal  stature  and  valour  from 
the  mountains  of  the  East  to  southward  (ancient  C'ushira,  as  the  prophets 
term  them),  who  occupied  the  country,  and  from  whom  it  was  called 
Ethiopia.    Tacitus  and  other  writers  call  them  Indians.    It  miglit  be 
easily  shown,  that  Indians  and  Ethiopians  are  nearly  if  not  wholly  in 
ancient  history  synonymous  terms.     It  was  not  colonised  manifestly 
from  Egypt,  who  were  originally  Mizraim  ;  but  this  race  was  a  class  of 
the  eastern  shepherds,  bordering  on  India,  and  by  the  Hindoos  called 
Palli.     In  Pegu,  Tibet,  Cashgar,  Tartary,  Japan,  and  the  Indian  isles, 
they  still  subsist,  and  are  styled  in  Hindoo  records  as  having  been 
a   sacerdotal  class:   herein  they  accord  with  the.  blameless  race  of 
Homer's  verse.    Originally  they  appear,  as  the  Persians,  to  have  been 
strict  Bhoodists ;  but  their  long  residence  and   association  with  the 
Mizraim,   strongly   expressed   by  Herodotus,  in   saying   they  were 
civilised  by  them,  led  them  to  partially  admit  the  Osiric  rites,  as  is 
manifested  in  their  colonies,  the  Danaii  and  Cadmaii.   It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  the  Macrobian  Ethiopians  are  those  of  Mcroe  and  neighbour- 
hood of  Abyssinia:  here  we  trace  the  P;dli,  and  every  trait  and  national 
feature  truly  meets  in  the  Scythia  whence  they  came.     Their  birth 
from  the  earth,  instituting  sacrifices,  and  being  unconquered,  are  Scy- 
thian records  transplanted  to  the  Nile. 

As  to  Egj'pt  deriving  her  arts  from  Ethiopia,  one  strong  argument 
has  been  left  untouched :  if  such  had  been  the  case,  where  would  these 
great  exemplars  of  magnificence  have  been  found?  Assuredly  in  those 
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vast  regions  spreading  southward  to  tlie  great  ocean,  where,  we  are 
told  by  Herodotus,  the  king  and  principal  people  resided.  But  the 
reverse  is  the  fact ;  for  the  excavations,  pyramids,  and  temples  are  on 
the  Nile  and  near  tlie  Nile,  in  parts  subject,  as  we  know,  frequently 
to  Egypt ;  and  history  has  recorded  two  great  Egyptian  migrations, 
and  a  long  residence  in  Ethiopia,— of  Amenophis,  in  the  history  em- 
ployed as  the  veliicle  of  these  remarks,  and  in  the  time  of  Psammi- 
ticus;  to  wliich  epochs  and  the  Egyptian  intercourse  we  may  witli 
fairer  probability  refer  them  than  to  any  Ethiopian  national  archi- 
tectural character,  of  which  neither  history  nor  tradition  speak  at  all. 
That  at  some  very  remote  period  India  and  Ethiopia  and  Mizraim  had 
an  intercourse,  we  may  safely  conjecture,  from  extraordinary  coin- 
cidences, but  can  scarcely  expect  to  demonstrate.  The  law  of  Ethiopia, 
in  ordering  persons  guilty  of  death  to  execute  themselves,  is  still,  how- 
ever, practised  in  the  East. 

But  this  notice  has  gruwn  to  a  fearful  length,  and,  alarmed  at  its 
apjiearance,  the  author  has  preferred  to  sacrifice  many  minor  points, 
that  he  may  be  pardoned  for  a  few  remarks  evidencing  how  the  marks 
of  the  Ethiopic  races  have  ever  subsisted. 

If  from  those  earliest  and  best  historians,  the  Greek  writers,  we 
view  the  Ethiopians  under  the  emperors  who  succeeded  the  Egyptian 
era,  Amniianus  Marcellinus,  Heliodorus,  and  other  writers,  particularly 
Slrabo,  name  two  dlfierent  races,  the  Blemmyes  and  the  Megabares, 
subject  to  the  Ethiopians,  and  inhabiting  the  environs  of  Syene,  TaU 
mis,  and  tlie  other  cities  beyond  the  southern  frontiers  of  Egypt. 
Procopius  says,  that  the  tract  reaching  east  of  the  Nile,  between 
Axum  and  Elephantine,  was  inhabited  by  the  Nobates  and  the  Blem- 
myes ;  that  the  first  occupied  the  borders  of  the  river,  and  the  second 
the  interior  of  the  country.  This  then  is  the  precise  definition  given, 
and  the  residence  pointed  out  by  Herodotus,  of  the  black  natives  and 
the  Macrobian  Ethiopians.  Ptolemy  places  the  Blemmyes  beyond 
the  Molybcs,  between  the  river  Astuboras  and  the  Gulf  of  Adulis. 
Strabo  also  places  them  with  the  Nubians,  to  the  south  of  Egypt. 
Palladius  informs  us,  that  the  anchorites  of  Panopolis  had  the  Blem- 
myes in  their  neighbourhood.  St.  Pacheme  having  sent  several  bre- 
thren to  cut  wood  in  a  neighbouring  island,  the  Blemmyes  made  them 
captives,  and  under  fear  of  death  compelled  them  to  join  in  worship 
to  their  idoh  Zosimus  records,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ptolemais  re- 
belling against  Probus,  called  in  the  Blemmyes  to  their  succour. 
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These  passages  show  the  Blemmyes  to  bo  a  wandering  nomadc 
race,  not  always  fixed  in  one  spot,  but  occupying,  conformably'  to  their 
habits  of  plunder,  those  parts  of  the  vast  solitudes  spreading  toward 
Nubia,  and  from  the  east  of  Egypt  to  the  Red  Sea.  The  desire  of 
plunder  drew  them  near  to  Egypt;  and  history  records  many  circum- 
stances of  their  predatory  devastations  of  the  neighbouring  provinces. 
Such  also  were  the  habits  of  their  Caucasian  progenitors,  who  were 
styled  by  an  epithet  indicative  of  robbers  or  plunderers  of  their  ad- 
joining neighbours,  in  the  earliest  records  of  history. 

Under  the  reign  of  Probus  the  Blemmyes  captured  the  cities  of 
Ptolemais  and  of  Coptos ;  and  Dioclesian  abandoned  to  the  Nobates 
a  large  surface  of  country,  solely  that  they  might  defend  the  frontier 
against  the  incursions  of  the  Blemmyes.  Few  are  the  details  afforded 
of  their  habits ;  but  Procopius  states,  that  they  particularly  offered 
worship  to  Isis,  Osiris,  and  Priapus  ;  and  that  they  offered  human  sa- 
crifices to  the  sun.  Heliodorus  describes  their  ambassadors  bearing 
bows  and  arrows  tipped  with  bone,  and  he  describes  their  manner  of 
war.  These  people  engaging  the  Persians  hand  to  hand,  in  a  moment 
kneeling  on  one  knee,  boldly  slipped  their  head  and  shoulders  under 
the  belly  of  the  horse,  whom  wounding  in  the  Hank,  the  furious  ani- 
mal unhorsed  his  rider,  when  he  was  instantly  massacred  by  the  Blem- 
myes. 

These  people  appear  a;:!;ain  recognised  in  the  details  given  of  the 
Bedjah,  in  the  era  of  the  caliphs  ;  a  barbarous  race,  leading  a  similar 
nomade  life,  infesting  Egypt  by  continued  inroads,  and  inhabiting 
the  vast  deserts  comprised  between  Egypt,  Nubia,  Abyssinia,  and  the 
Red  Sea,  which  also  were  in  the  Roman  dominion  inhabited  by  the 
Blemmyes.  Macrizi  has  a  very  curious  article  upon  tliis  race  of  the 
Bedjah.  '  It  is  said  they  are  of  the  Berbere  origin  :  their  country  be- 
gins at  Karbah,  near  which  is  a  mine  of  emeralds.  This  pl.ice  is 
situate  in  the  desert  of  Kous,  about  three  days'  journey  from  that  city.' 
After  describing  the  emeralds,  he  proceeds,  '  The  country  of  Bedjah 
ends  on  the  frontiers  of  Abyssinia:  they  reach  from  the  islands  of 
Upper  Egypt  to  the  isles  of  Suakim,  Musuah,  and  Duhlak,  on  the 
Arabian  Gulf.  Their  flocks  and  herds  are  their  riches.  Their 
camels  are  of  extraordinary  swiftness.  The  Bedjah  race  arc  of  a 
healthful  complexion,  and  thin;  their  colour  yellow.'  It  is  impossible 
here  not  to  remark,  that  the  col6ur  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  on  which 
so  much  controversy  has  taken  place,  has  been  proved  to  be  sometimes 
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black,  the  colour  of  the  Macrobians  of  Herodotus,  somethiies  j'ellow, 
as  here  is  expressed  to  be  the  colour  of  the  liedjahs,  doubtless  de- 
scended lineally  from  the  Ethiopians  and  the  Ammonians.  The  Pha- 
raohs, Macrizi  proceeds,  often  were  at  war  with  them,  but  at  length 
made  peace,  from  the  desirableness  of  their  mines.  The  Greeks, 
while  masters  of  Egypt,  observed  the  same  line  of  conduct  towards 
them.  Their  mines  still  evidence  the  traces  of  Greek  workmen,  and 
several  were  found  at  the  epoch  of  the  conquest  of  Egypt  by  the  Ma- 
hometans. Under  the  caliphs,  Adalaziz  made  a  peace  with  them  at 
Assouan. 

In  modern  times  Bruce  mentions  the  Bedjah,  wliom  he  calls  Beja. 
'  The  country  which  extends  along  the  coast  from  Masuah  to  Suakim, 
and  which  turns  toward  the  west,  and  continues  to  follow  that  di- 
rection to  the  desert  of  Selima,  bounded  by  the  Nile  to  the  south,  is 
named  the  country  of  the  Beja.'  He  speaks  of  the  Beja  or  shepherds* 
language,  and  says  that  it  is  the  same  as  the  Geez,  or  the  ancient 
Ethiopic. 

There  exists  also  another  people,  who  appear  to  be  descendants  of 
the  ancient  Bedjahs  ;  tliese  are  the  Ababdes,  who  roam  over  the  vast 
deserts  comprised  between  Higher  Egypt,  the  Red  Sea,  the  confines 
of  Nubia,  and  Abyssinia.  Father  Sicard,  Vanskb,  and  other  autliors, 
speak  of  them  ;  but  tlie  most  exact  delineators  of  their  traits  are  Bruce, 
Bozieu,  and  Dubois.  From  these  authors  the  Ababdes  are  not  ori- 
ginally Arabians,  and  ditTer  entirely  in  their  manners,  language,  and 
costume,  from  the  Arabs  of  Egypt.  Their  colour  is  a  jet  black,  but 
not  the  negro  formation,  and  resembling  the  European  traits.  Their 
dromedaries  (the  heiljin)  are  surprisingly  fleet.  These  Ababdes  fre- 
quent the  deserts  and  mountains  eastward  of  the  Nile,  frou)  the  valley 
of  Cossier  even  to  Nubia.  These  Ababdes  know  the  Arabic  tongue, 
but  they  have  a  language  of  their  own,  which  Bruce  also  pronounces 
to  be  tlie  Geez  or  Ethiopic. 

In  the  present  times  modern  research  has  afforded  traits  of  bravery 
reflecting  luslre  upon  these  uncultured  Etiiiopians.  In  Mr.  Wad- 
dingtoii's  narrative,  he  says,  the  Sliegya  Nubians,  their  descendants, 
inliabiting  their  very  districts,  are  singularly  fearless  in  attack,  and 
ride  up  to  the  very  faces  of  their  enemy,  with  levity  and  gaiety  of 
heart,  as  to  a  festival;  or  with  joy,  as  if  to  meet  friends  from  whom 
they  had  long  been  separated.  I'hey  then  give  the  '  Peace  be  with 
you!' — the  peace  of  dcalh,  which  is  to  attend  (he  lance  tliat  instantly 


NOTKS.  319 

follows  the  salutation.  Mortal  Uirusts  are  given  and  received,  with 
the  words  of  love  upon  the  lips.  This  contempt  of  life,  this  mockery 
of  what  is  most  fearful,  is  peculiar  to  themselves;  the  only  people  to 
whom  arms  are  playthings  and  war  a  sport;  who  among  their  enemies 
seek  nothing  but  amusement,  and  in  death  fear  nothing  but  repose. 
The  dying  expression  which  remained  on  the  faces  of  most  of  them 
was  that  of  anger,  rather  than  of  terror ;  and  many  expired  with  a 
smile  on  their  countenance.  The  Shegya,  I\Ir.  Waddington  observes, 
are  black,— a  clear,  glossy,  jet  black,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  finest  colour  that  could  be  selected  for  a  human  being.  They  are 
distinguished  in  every  respect  from  negroes  by  the  brightness  of 
their  colour,  by  their  hair,  and  the  regularity  of  their  features ;  hy 
tiie  mild  and  dewy  lustre  of  their  eyes,  and  by  the  softness  of  their 
touch  ;  in  which  last  respect  they  yield  not  to  Europeans. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  recognise,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  cen- 
turies, in  these  high-spirited  Ethiopians,  the  verj'  outlines  drawn 
li300  years  since  of  the  IMaerobians  by  Herodotus,  in  their  bold  and 
dauntless  demeanor,  and  their  beauty  of  form.  In  the  black  colour  of 
the  Shegya,  and  the  yellow  caste  of  the  Beja  and  Ababdes,  we  have 
the  distinctive  colour  so  much  debated  of  the  ancient  races,  such  as 
their  sculptures  invariably  express,  and  their  records  on  papj'ri  mani- 
fest to  have  been  common  in  Egypt,  and  no  doubt  also  in  Ethiopia: 
in  the  isles  of  Philoe  and  Elephantine  they  are  still  mostly  black  ;  and 
in  no  part  of  the  world  can  more  satisfactory'  testimony  be  produced 
of  its  striking  characteristics  remaining  clear  and  distinct  to  our 
notice  and  observation,  through  such  a  course  or  ages,  as  from  He- 
rodotus to  the  present  era. 

(90)  These  details  of  Ethiopia  are  principally  derived  from  He- 
rodotus, Diodorus  Siculus,  and  the  Universal  History,  as  well  as  the 
higidy  valuable  pages  of  Major  Rennell  on  the  geography  of  He- 
rodotus ;  and  the  natural  advantages  of  ancient  African  Ethiopia  are 
almost  literal  delineations  of  Mr.  Vraddington's  pages  of  the  same 
country  in  the  present  time. 

(f)l)  The  Egyptians  represent  Jupiter  by  an  image  wearing  the 
head  of  a  ram ;  in  which  they  have  been  imitated  by  the  Amnionians, 
who  are  a  colony  of  Egyptians  and  Ethiopians,  speaking  a  language 
composed  of  words  taken  from  both   those  nations ;   and,  as  I  con- 
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jccture,  have  given  themselves  the  name  of  Ammonians  because 
Jupiter  is  by  the  Egyptians  called  Ammon. —  Herodotus,  Euterpe, 
ii.  100. 

(92)  See  the  celebrated  reply  of  the  king  of  the  Macrobian  Ethio- 
pians to  Cambyses  by  his  spies. —  Herodotus,  Thalia;  and  note  75. 

(93)  Their  longevity  extends  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  years. — 
Herodotus,  Euterpe.  Tiie  Ababdes,  their  probable  descendants,  are 
siill  equally  distinguished;  and  a  very  interesting  anecdote  is  detailed 
in  M.  Cailland's  Expedition  to  the  Zabarah  Emerald  Mines. 

(94)  This  singular  privilege  of  ordering  the  death  of  the  king  is 
.slated  on  the  authority  of  Diodorus.  At  the  present  period,  modern 
travels  in  Ashantee  and  other  African  districts  give  us  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  a  similar  power  is  exercised  among  some  of  the  native 
African  tribes,  the  actual  descendants  of  the  Ethiopian  pigmy  race 
who  seized  the  Nasamones. — Herodotus. 

(95)  The  granitic  ledges  and  rocks  of  Wad  el  Haifa,  and  its  shores 
on  each  side  of  the  Nile,  are  scenes  of  striking  sublimity ;  they  reach 
for  a  space  of  sixty  miles.  The  second  line  of  cataracts,  Kasma  el 
Elma,  is  also  finely  delineated  by  Mr.  Waddington. 

(96)  The  temples  and  pyramids  of  Ethiopia  or  Nubia  may  be  of 
Egyptian  origin,  and  therefore  Aboccis  or  Ibsambul,  now  so  familiar 
to  us  from  the  plates  of  the  enterprising  Belzoni,  is  so  appropriated. 
It  is  the  finest  specimen  in  existence ;  its  extent  and  size,  its  decora- 
tions, its  lofty  proportions,  the  softness  of  the  contour  of  the  colossi, 
all  bespeak  a  very  high  eminence  of  art,  combined  with  great  feeling. 
Its  walls  display  a  battle  and  triumph,  partaking  of  the  incident  of 
triumph  over  a  foe  (whatever  it  may  be),  wliich  is  apparent  in  all  the 
Egyptian  monuments.  The  colossi  of  the  interior  temple  are  thirty 
feet  in  height,  but  they  are  greatly  surpassed  by  those  of  the  portal. 

All  along  the  course  of  the  Nile,  in  the  many  hundred  miles  up- 
wards penetrated  by  the  Egyptian  troops,  and  to  whicii  modern  en- 
terprise has  led  various  travellers,  the  beautiful  islands  of  the  Nile, 
also  the  banks  and  plains  along  its  course,  are  marked  by  ruins  of 
temples,  pyramidal  structures,  and  here  and  tiierc  sphinxes.   Uut  in  tlie 
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vicinit}'  of  the  supposed  Meroe  such  an  amazing  number  of  pyramids 
are  reported  to  exist,  as  induced  the  author,  proceeding  upon  his  idea 
of  their  Egyptian  origin,  to  ascribe  them  to  the  migration  thither  of 
Amenophis,  with  tlie  priests,  gods,  and  nobles  of  Egypt,  and  two  hun- 
dred thousand  warriors. 

(97)  It  may  and  most  probably  will  be  made  an  object  of  charge, 
how  often  these  references  to  human  sacrifice  are  made !  The  author 
is  aware  of  the  apparent  defect ;  but  one  object  has  been  to  evidence 
their  community-  of  practice  in  Egypt,  in  Ethiopia,  and  in  tribes  of 
Arabia ;  while  he  has  endeavoured,  as  in  the  cave  of  Tarcos,  the  in- 
cidents near  Meroe  and  Tabariah,  to  vary  the  descriptions. — See  As. 
Res.  i.  135. 

(98)  These  fossil  remains,  and  the  constant  operation  of  the  mirage, 
arc  noticed  in  M.  Cailland's  and  Sir  A.  Edmonstone's  recent  account 
of  crossing  this  tract  of  sand :  it  is  described  from  these  modern 
sources,  there  being  no  ancient  records  whence  to  extract  any  informa- 
tion, and  the  general  features  of  its  scenery  completely  according  at 
every  era,  however  distant  in  point  of  time.  The  communication  with 
Ethiopia  by  caravans  seems  existing  in  the  remotest  times;  indeed 
there  are  traces  of  an  intercommunity  among  very  distant  countries. 
Few  subjects  would  be  of  greater  interest  than  to  compare  and  draw 
out  the  analogies  from  fragments  in  the  old  historians  and  sages. 

(99)  The  camels  of  the  Bedjah  Arabs  are  of  an  extraordinary  fleet- 
ness,  and  sustain  the  longest  inarches  and  thirst.  Mounted  on  these 
animals,  which  entirely  obey  tliem,  tliese  Arabs  pass  rapidly  over  the 
immense  spaces  of  their  deserts. — Memoires  sur  I'Egypte,  vol.  xi. 
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